Personal Devotion
	Listening to God is something we need to do every day. Before you begin each devotion, pray and ask God to speak to you through His Word. Record your answers to the following questions in the space provided or in your personal journal.



Day 1
Read Acts 2:42–47.
Look back over the Group Session and complete your responses to the Personal Reflection Questions. If time permits, reread the Scripture too.
	
QUESTION
What do you sense that God is saying to you about the importance of the Church?



Personal Devotion
Day 2
Read Acts 6:1–7.
In this session, we got a glimpse of the Early Church in Acts 2. Four chapters later, some participants were discontent. But as we see in this passage, the church should be able to navigate those moments with wisdom and grace.
	
QUESTION
What did the apostles feel the need to devote themselves to? What does that tell you about the significance of these two matters? (Acts 6:4)



	QUESTION
Even though the work of the seven men may have seemed more practical than spiritual, what did the apostles do in verse 6 that reinforced the importance of their ministry?



	QUESTION
The eventual outcome was that God’s message spread and people were saved. How can the way believers handle conflict and solve problems be done to the glory of God?



	
QUESTION
How do you handle conflict? What is one way you can improve to better give glory to God?



Personal Devotion
Day 3
Read 1 Timothy 3:1–13.
One of Paul’s spiritual sons was Timothy, a young pastor who was leading the church in Ephesus. In this letter, Paul was encouraging Timothy in his calling, challenging him to lead well and providing some advice about the practical aspects of church.
From the start of the Church, there is clear evidence that leadership matters. The Bible also shows us that clear leadership structure is important. But Paul knew that Timothy couldn’t just appoint anyone to leadership. In today’s passage, we see one list of the qualifications for church leaders.
	
QUESTION
Make a list of the qualifications that Paul lists in 1 Timothy 3:1–4. Which one is most expected and obvious to you? Which one is most surprising and unexpected?



	QUESTION
In verse 2, Paul mentions the gifts of teaching and hospitality. Why do you think both matter?



	QUESTION
Why do you think there is wisdom in not elevating a new believer to leadership (verse 6)?

	
QUESTION
Paul emphasized not just leadership ability, but strength of character and the home life of the individual. Why do you think he did that?

	
QUESTION
How have you been strengthened and served by the leaders within in your church?



Take a moment and pray for the leaders in your church. Pray that by God’s grace, they will embody each of these qualities.
Personal Devotion
Day 4
Read Colossians 1:15–23.
The first part of this passage was possibly a hymn sung by the Early Church. It’s wonderful that the Early Church would gather and sing just like we do in church today (1 Corinthians 14:26). This hymn begins by declaring the eternal greatness of Jesus and ends with gratitude for His humble humanity. In between, we see a reference to the relationship between Jesus and His church.
	
QUESTION
List every truth and action attributed to Jesus in verses 15–17. You should find eight or nine things. Take a moment and thank Him for each of those wonderful truths.



	QUESTION
How does this hymn describe the relationship between Christ and the Church? (verse 18)



	QUESTION
What do you think it means that Christ is the head of the Church? How does that inform the way we live as His people?



	QUESTION
What is the true gospel? Reread verses 20–22 if you aren’t sure.



Personal Devotion
Day 5
Read Ephesians 3:1–13.
In his letter to the church at Philippi, Paul described himself as “a pure-blooded citizen of Israel and a member of the tribe of Benjamin—a real Hebrew if there ever was one!” (Philippians 3:5). So, it’s interesting that God chose this former Pharisee to bring the message of the gospel to the Gentile (non-Jewish) world.
In today’s passage, Paul was encouraging his Gentile audience with the news that they can share equally and fully in the kingdom of God as His children. This was God’s “mysterious plan” all along—to save people from every nation.
	QUESTION
According to Ephesians 3:6–7, what is God’s plan?



	QUESTION
According to verse 10, what role does the Church play in God’s plan? What do you think that means?



	QUESTION
In Ephesians 3:12, Paul provided the reason why we can boldly approach God in prayer. What is it? How does that truth help you and your prayer life?



	QUESTION
In Ephesians 3:13, we see that Paul suffered for the Church, including writing these words from prison. What are some sacrifices or concessions you’ve made to serve and strengthen others?
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