Group Session
Small Group Study
Overview
Today’s session will look at a passage in Acts 2 that helps us understand the values and the purpose of the Early Church. Everything they did was to fulfill God’s mission. In his book, The Mission of God, Christopher Wright shares, “It is not so much the case that God has a mission for his church in the world but that God has a church for his mission in the world. Mission was not made for the church; the church was made for mission—God’s mission.” This team—the Early Church—was completely committed to God’s mission. And that commitment should continue in us today!

To access the Bible Engagement Project library from a computer, visit App.BibleEngagementProject.com.

Engage
	
QUESTION
What is the best team you were ever on? What made the team great?


After Jesus returned to heaven, the first believers gathered and waited for the promised gift of the Holy Spirit. After this small community was filled with the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the Church began to grow. By the end of Acts 2, we find that these early believers became a team that worshipped and worked together. Let’s consider what they can show us about God’s plan for His Church.
Watch
As we watch this video, consider this question:
	
QUESTION
What comes to mind when you think about church?
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Consider
	When you’re on a great team, there’s nothing quite like it. Great teams trust each other, work together, comprise different strengths and weaknesses, and remain focused on their primary mission. In the business world, successful teams are marked by clear and compelling vision, shared values, and an executable strategy. In sports, less talented teams can win by superior teamwork and a better strategy or system. Marriage and parenting can be one of the greatest tests of teamwork—and one of the most rewarding. When you’re on a great team, there’s nothing like it. 

But the inverse is also true: When you’re on a terrible team, there’s nothing quite like it. Clearly good teamwork matters in every area of life. 


	QUESTION
What’s a good example of teamwork that you’ve seen at church?



What the Bible Says
Jesus left His life’s work in the hands of a team. These team members had a history of dysfunction and infighting, but now they had a new motivation and a new mission. Their motivation was the crucified, resurrected, and ascended Christ and their mission was to bear witness to Him—to the very ends of the earth!
His disciples began to make disciples. Then, as these disciples began to gather together, the Church was born. The Book of Acts gives us a glimpse of what life was like in the Early Church, and they were quite the team!
A Gathered People
Read Acts 2:42–43.
These early believers were not casual followers of Jesus or part-time disciples. They were fully committed to grow in Christ. To do that, we need biblical teaching, meaningful community, and spiritual disciplines. Gaining knowledge about the Bible apart from the other two can create pride or misapplied doctrine. And a community without the truth of God’s Word and prayerful dependence lacks the power to change lives.
	
QUESTION
The Early Church was devoted to teaching, community, and prayer. Which of the three are you most active in and why?


	QUESTION
Give an example of how the combination of biblical teaching, meaningful community, and spiritual disciplines has helped you grow in your faith.



A Generous People
Read Acts 2:44–45.
The hospitality and generosity of these believers are stunning. The text says that they shared “everything” they had. They sold their land and possessions to help those in need. Something had radically changed their hearts. They were no longer looking for significance or security in their wealth.
In our culture, spenders tend to look to money for significance, and savers tend to look to money for security. The Early Church did neither. They saw money as a tool to help others.
	
QUESTION
What do you think about these actions? Should we see more of this in the church today? Why or why not?



	QUESTION
Why should the gospel make us a generous people? In other words, how does the gospel set us free from being enslaved to money and material possessions?


A Growing People
Read Acts 2:46–47.
The Early Church was not only meeting in public, but privately in their homes too. They continued to meet in traditional settings for worship (the temple). But their faith could not be contained in the walls of the temple, so they gathered in homes as well.
It’s interesting to notice that they were well-liked! Being a Christian doesn’t mean you have to be unpopular or hated by everyone all the time. While these believers were faithful to God and generous to each other, the Lord began to add to their numbers. As they embraced their identity as the Church, God empowered their mission, and they grew!
	
QUESTION
Is what you privately confess and believe in alignment with how you display your faith publicly? Why does this matter?



	QUESTION
How has living out your faith caused you to enjoy “the goodwill of all people?”





Reflect
When you consider the metaphors for the Church in Scripture, it’s clear how much God values the Church. We are His people (Galatians 6:16). Paul described the Church as the body of Christ and the bride of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27; 2 Corinthians 11:2).
Look at how Peter uses the same language reserved for Israel to describe the Church, “But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9).
As wonderful and assuring as the first half of that verse is, the Church must never lose sight of its purpose as defined by the second half of the verse. The Church is the people of God saved by the power of God for the purposes of God. Those purposes enable us to show others God’s love and goodness. As we remember that we—the Church—were called “out of the darkness into his wonderful light,” we will have the right mission, right message, and right motivation.

Listen to God
The goal of Listen is not only to gain an understanding of God’s Word, but also to pause and listen to what God might want to say to us about what we have read and shared. Be silent for a few moments and reflect on the following questions. Choose the one that most resonates with what God is saying to you now. Then complete the others during Day 1 of your devotion time this week.
Personal Reflection Questions
Record your answers to the following questions in the space provided or in your personal journal.
	
QUESTION
Biblical teaching, faith community, and prayer—which one of these three things do you struggle to devote yourself to most? Why? Take a moment and ask God to help you.



	QUESTION
Do you ever find yourself avoiding real community? What are your fears about knowing others and being known? List those fears and give them to God.



	QUESTION
If you are a Christian, what public areas of your life don’t align with the private areas of your life and vice versa?




	QUESTION
What are some practical ways you can live out your faith publicly in a way that creates goodwill from unbelievers?



	QUESTION
Think of someone who you would love to see join you at church. Pray for that person by name. Look for an opportunity to invite them into your life and then eventually to your church.


Prayer Requests
	
Note any requests from the group and remember to pray for them during the week.


Before next time, continue to listen with the personal devotions.
Did You Know?
	About twenty years after the last apostle died, a nonbeliever wrote a letter to attempt to explain Christianity to a fellow nonbeliever. This historical document is called The Epistle of Mathetes to Diognetus. Notice how the description in this excerpt reinforces what is recorded in Acts 2:43–47:

They dwell in their own countries, but simply as sojourners. As citizens, they share in all things with others, and yet endure all things as if foreigners. Every foreign land is to them as their native country, and every land of their birth as a land of strangers. They marry, as do all [others]; they beget children; but they do not destroy their offspring. They have a common table, but not a common bed. They are in the flesh, but they do not live after the flesh. They pass their days on earth, but they are citizens of heaven. They obey the prescribed laws, and at the same time surpass the laws by their lives. They love all men, and are persecuted by all. They are unknown and condemned; they are put to death, and restored to life. They are poor, yet make many rich; they are in lack of all things, and yet abound in all; they are dishonoured, and yet in their very dishonour are glorified. They are evil spoken of, and yet are justified; they are reviled, and bless; they are insulted, and repay the insult with honour;  they do good, yet are punished as evil–doers. When punished, they rejoice as if quickened into life; they are assailed by the Jews as foreigners and are persecuted by the Greeks; yet those who hate them are unable to assign any reason for their hatred.1

The Epistle of Mathetes to Diognetus. You can read the entire letter here: https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0101.htm. 
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