Personal Devotion
	Listening to God is something we need to do every day. Before you begin each devotion, pray and ask God to speak to you through His Word. Record your answers to the following questions in the space provided or in your personal journal.


Day 1
Read Acts 2:1–21.
Look back over the Group Session and complete your responses to the Personal Reflection Questions. If time permits, reread the Scripture too.
	
QUESTION
What do you sense that God is saying to you about the Holy Spirit’s power in your life?



Personal Devotion
Day 2
Read 1 Corinthians 12:1–11.
The church in Corinth had embraced the person and work of the Holy Spirit. Paul wrote 1 Corinthians 12 and 13 to address some of their misunderstandings about and misuse of the power of the Holy Spirit. This particular passage is about spiritual gifts. These gifts are not natural, but are given only by the sovereign work of the Holy Spirit. These gifts are still available to believers today.
	
QUESTION
According to verse 3, what do we know to be true about a person speaking by the Spirit of God?



	QUESTION
In verses 4–6, Paul used the word different three times and the word same three times. What is the point he was making here?



	QUESTION
According to verse 7, a spiritual gift is given to help others. Can you think of a time you or someone else used a spiritual gift to fulfill that purpose?


	
QUESTION
In verses 8–10, Paul provided a list of spiritual gifts. Do you believe that you have any of those gifts listed? If so, how are you using them to bless others? If not, take a moment to ask God to give you any good gift He has for you.





Personal Devotion
Day 3
Read Galatians 5:16–26.
One of the primary reasons Paul wrote this letter to the churches in Galatia was to address a misunderstanding about the gospel. The believers in Galatia understood they had been saved by the supernatural work of the Spirit, but they were trying to complete that salvation in their own strength. Paul wanted the church to know that the same Spirit who regenerates our hearts in salvation also wants to rule in our hearts to help us grow in spiritual maturity.
	
QUESTION
How did Paul contrast the sinful nature with someone living by the Spirit? (Galatians 5:16–18, 24–26)



	QUESTION
What kind of fruit does the Holy Spirit produce in us? (Galatians 5:22–23)



	QUESTION
Notice two important things: We don’t produce the fruit, the Holy Spirit does; the word describing what the Holy Spirit grows is singular “fruit,” not plural “fruits.” Why do you think these two observations are important?



	QUESTION
According to Galatians 5:19–21, what behaviors result from following “the desires of your sinful nature”?



Our problem is not just desiring wrong things. Some of our sin issues result from desiring the right things in the wrong way—loving and trusting in something more than we trust Jesus.
	
QUESTION
What are some good things in your life that might be a temptation for you?


Personal Devotion
Day 4
Read Romans 8:1–17.
Romans is a letter that the apostle Paul wrote to the church in Rome. This book is one of the clearest, most logical, and linear explanations of the gospel. By chapter 8, Paul has already made an argument for the sinfulness of humankind and the saving work of Jesus. Now he is describing what it looks like to stand righteous in the eyes of the Father, to be united with Jesus, and to live in the power of the Spirit.
	
QUESTION
Romans 8:1 states that there is no condemnation for anyone who belongs to Jesus. What are some voices in your life that still try to condemn you?



	QUESTION
According to Romans 8:2, what frees us from “the power of sin that leads to death”? Take a moment and ask the Spirit to do this work in you continually.



	QUESTION
In Romans 8:5–9, Paul talks about control. How would you explain to someone else what Paul is saying in these verses?



	QUESTION
Reread Romans 8:12–17. What does the Holy Spirit do for those who believe in Jesus? Make a list. Then take time in prayer to thank the Holy Spirit for each one.



Personal Devotion
Day 5
Read Luke 4:14–30.
Jesus had just endured forty days of temptation in the wilderness. Next He entered His hometown of Nazareth, filled with the Holy Spirit’s power. In this story, the Holy Spirit is front and center.
Jesus entered the synagogue in Nazareth and read a passage from the prophet Isaiah that is all about Him. The response to Jesus is the same response some people have to Him today: a lack of belief, personal offense, and even an aggressive aggravation.
	
QUESTION
How have the difficult seasons of your life caused you to depend more deeply on the Holy Spirit?



	QUESTION
According to the passage from Isaiah, why was the Spirit of the Lord upon Jesus?



	QUESTION
How has the Holy Spirit helped you “bring Good News to the poor”? This verse has both spiritual and social renewal outcomes in mind.



	QUESTION
The people couldn’t believe Jesus was the Messiah because He grew up around them, and they knew His family. What keeps people from believing in Jesus today?
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