Personal Devotion
	Listening to God is something we need to do every day. Before you begin each devotion, pray and ask God to speak to you through His Word. Record your answers to the following questions in the space provided or in your personal journal.



Day 1
Read Matthew 28:16–20.
Look back over the Group Session and complete your responses to the Personal Reflection Questions. If time permits, reread the Scripture too.
	
QUESTION
What do you sense that God is saying to you?
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Day 2
Read Genesis 12:1–9.
In this passage, God chose a man to be the father of His people, the Israelites. God told Abram (whose name is later changed to Abraham) to leave everything he knew and to follow God. He doesn’t even tell Abram where he’s going! But just like Matthew 28, God provides a command and a promise. And the promise in Genesis 12:2–3 is amazing!
	
QUESTION
What does God promise Abram? How does Abram respond?



	QUESTION
What does verse 1 teach us about what it means to follow and trust God?



	QUESTION
Abram obeys immediately. What is something you need to do today as a response of immediate obedience?



	

QUESTION
Abram’s response in verses 7–8 is to build an altar and worship. Take a moment now and “build an altar” right where you are and worship God for who He is and what He’s done.
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Day 3
Read Jeremiah 29:1–14.
The people of Judah were in exile in Babylon. They were hoping for a quick return to their homeland. They had no interest in engaging with the Babylonian world around them. But the prophet Jeremiah wrote a prophetic letter, directing them to settle in and serve in Babylon. Yes, someday God would bring His people home, but for now they had a work to do. And the same is true for you and me.
	
QUESTION
What are the Lord’s instructions to the people in exile? (verses 4–7)



	QUESTION
According to verses 8–9, we know the false prophets were telling the people what they wanted to hear, but it wasn’t God’s truth. What are some hard truths from God’s Word that have been challenging you recently?



	QUESTION
In verses 11–14, what do we learn about the heart of God for His people?



	QUESTION
What might it look like for you, your family, and your church to work for “the peace and the prosperity” of your city? Brainstorm some practical ideas.
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Day 4
Read John 4:21–38.
In this story, Jesus was in a conversation with a Samaritan woman. This conversation was unusual because the Jews and Samaritans shared a history of intense racial tensions that at times escalated to violence. It was also unusual because men and women wouldn’t usually speak to each other in public—especially if they were strangers. But Jesus was living on mission, and He had a purpose for speaking to this woman.
	
QUESTION
What do you think it means to worship God “in spirit and in truth”?



	QUESTION
What did the woman do when she realized Jesus might be the Messiah? (verses 28–30)



	QUESTION
Who in your life could you invite to “come and see”? Why not reach out to them today?
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Day 5
Read Isaiah 6.
This passage contains a vision of the prophet Isaiah. He saw the Lord in His throne room surrounded by angels. As a result, Isaiah was immediately overwhelmed with his own sinfulness. But God acted on Isaiah’s behalf to remove his guilt and forgive his sins. God had a work to be done and was looking for someone to commission as His messenger. Isaiah’s response was the right response.
	
QUESTION
Why do you think the vision of God caused Isaiah to recognize his own sinfulness?



	QUESTION
How has your relationship with God made you more aware of your sinfulness and more grateful for His forgiveness?


	QUESTION
What did God do to remove your guilt and forgive your sins?





	QUESTION
God is still asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people?” (verse 8). How will you answer that question?



	QUESTION
What mission and message has God given to all of His children? How are you living that out?
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