Personal Devotion
	Listening to God is something we need to do every day. Before you begin each devotion, pray and ask God to speak to you through His Word. Record your answers to the following questions in the space provided or in your personal journal.



Day 1
Read John 13:1–5.
Look back over the Group Session and complete your responses to the Personal Reflection Questions. If time permits, reread the Scripture too.
	
QUESTION
What do you sense that God is saying to you about serving others?
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Day 2
Read Philippians 2:1–11.
In this passage, the apostle Paul shows us how Jesus gave up His right to be treated like God in order to take on the nature of a slave. In our culture, we are often conditioned to fight for and defend our rights rather than laying them down to serve others. Notice how Paul addressed this topic.
	
QUESTION
Look at verses 3–4. In your journal or on paper, make a T chart (two columns). At the top of one column write “Do.” At the top of the other column, write “Don’t.” Categorize Paul’s instructions from these verses on how to take on the nature of a servant.


	QUESTION
Which of these areas do you struggle with the most? Repent and ask the Lord to help you surrender your will to Him.
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Day 3
Read 1 Corinthians 9:19–23.
As a Roman citizen, Paul could enjoy freedom and privileges that other people groups could not. However, Paul was willing to lay those benefits aside for the chance that others might be saved.
	
QUESTION
In verse 22, what does Paul say that he tried to do with everyone?


	QUESTION
Immediately following this phrase, what reason does Paul give for trying to find common ground with others?





	QUESTION
Think of your family, friends, and coworkers who need a relationship with Jesus. List the names of those who are the most challenging for you. Pray that God will help you find common ground with them.
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Day 4
Read 1 Peter 5:1–6.
Peter, the author of this letter, is the one who did not want Jesus to wash his feet. After that night, Peter saw Jesus lay down His life (1 Peter 5:1), rise from the dead, and ascend into heaven. These events and the years that followed seem to have dramatically changed Peter’s perspective. So much so, that in this passage he is now passing the lesson of servanthood on to others.
	
QUESTION
In verse 5, how does Peter tell us to “dress” ourselves?



	QUESTION
Jesus’ experience seems to have built Peter’s faith that there would be a reward for those who serve. What reward for service does Peter describe in verse 6?


Personal Devotion
Day 5
Read Mark 10:35–45.
This is another version of the account of James and John trying to secure positions with Jesus. Mark, however, doesn’t think it’s as important to mention their mother’s involvement. Exactly who was involved doesn’t change the point of the narrative. It’s clear from both accounts that James and John were pursuing power and prestige.
	
QUESTION
According to verse 43, what must you be willing to be if you want to lead?



	QUESTION
According to verse 44, what must you be willing to be in order to be first?



	QUESTION
How does this affect or change your view of leadership?
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