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TITLE: A New Person with a New Mission
WRITTEN BY: Jessica Riner
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: Acts 9:1–22
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: God changes people when they surrender their life to Him. 
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: None 

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON:
[You can use Marylana’s story of a life being changed or share a personal story of your own.]
Marylana’s story of a changed life (a former Campus Missionary from Georgia):
In middle school Marylana was bullied. During her eighth-grade year she struggled with depression and began to engage in self-harm. She wanted to feel the physical pain instead of the mental suffering. It got so bad she wanted to die. She felt like a lost cause. Everything felt hopeless. One night, she wanted to end it all. She wrote a suicide note, got the gun, and contemplated pulling the trigger. She started praying to God to show himself to her if He was real, and He did. Her baby sister came walking into her room to tell her good night and that she loved her. At that moment, Marylana knew she had to find help because she could not kill herself and leave her sister to find her dead. Because of God in her life, along with the help of her parents, school counselors, and youth leaders, she was able to overcome her depression. Today Marylana sees herself as a new creation in Christ. 
During the school year, Marylana shared her testimony with a boy from her school. Jesus used her story to give him hope and save him from committing suicide too. She was able to share with him that things do get better with God in our life. They prayed in the school hallway, and he gave his life to Christ. She has been able to lead seven friends to Jesus through sharing her story.
The struggle is real today with so many students suffering thoughts of suicide, depression, anxiety, anger, fear, worry, and hopelessness. We need a new direction. We need a new focus for our thoughts. We need something to live for daily. Have you ever wished you could have a new life? Do you know a friend at school who needs a new life? There is hope because God changes the lives of people every day and gives us purpose.
Acts 9 tells us the story of a man named Saul, also known as Paul, who later became one of the most dynamic writers and missionaries in Christian history. He was a man whose life was changed one day on the road to Damascus—one encounter with Jesus changed his life forever. He chose to live his life with a new purpose after his unexpected experience with the Lord.
Looking at the life of Saul, before and after meeting Jesus on the road to Damascus, we can be encouraged that God changes people’s lives.

POINT 1: Saul’s Life before Christ
[Read Acts 9:1–2.]
Before his encounter with the Lord, Saul was known for his fierce hatred of Christians. He worked hard to persecute any person who believed in Jesus as the Messiah. He would have Christians locked up in prison. He stood watching as a believer was stoned to death for his faith. Saul actively pursued Christians to fill them with fear and make their lives miserable.
Saul was a zealous young man who wanted to be recognized for his efforts. His hatred of Christians caused him to hurt many innocent people along the way. He was determined to stop the followers of Jesus at any cost.
Our life before Christ is sometimes filled with darkness. Sometimes we hurt others on purpose and sometimes we unknowingly hurt them. 
ILLUSTRATION/ STORY/QUOTE:
Christian hip-hop artist Lecrae once said, “If you aim for only wealth, beauty, fame, & power, you aim too low. Humility, gentleness, gratitude, & service is aiming high” (https://twitter.com/lecrae/status/402826641401192448?lang=en). 
APPLICATION:
Have you noticed classmates at school who seem to just want to harm others, bullying them, threatening them, making fun of them, or putting them down for something? Most of us have probably heard the saying, “Hurting people hurt other people,” but healed people bring healing to others.
Every day in your school, you pass by classmates who need the Lord. Students are hurting around you for many different reasons. Some students may even act out in violence toward others because that is what they have been taught. You can overlook them in your thirst for popularity, or you can choose to serve them and tell them about your Savior, Jesus. You can be the one who makes a difference. You can be the one who brings hope and healing into a friend’s life.



POINT 2: Saul Encounters Jesus
[Read Acts 9:3–19.]
Saul was on a mission to Damascus to arrest men and women who were followers of Jesus when he had his encounter with the Lord. One moment changed everything. A man determined to destroy others was forever changed, and Saul surrendered his life to the Lord. He went from a blinding confrontation with the Truth to a miraculous restoration of his eyesight and baptism in water as a public declaration that he was a new creation in Christ. 
Every day God changes people’s lives. Have you ever seen someone’s life changed because they put their trust in the Lord? Think for just a moment. How has your life been impacted because of your faith in Jesus?
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
Lecrae’s story: 
“’I didn’t fit in anywhere. I was just a misfit of a person.’
As a child, hip-hop artist Lecrae’s world was void of good role models. Growing up with a single mom, he would watch rap videos at his grandmother’s house and developed an ability to rap himself. Yet he wrestled with insignificance, having never met his father and enduring a life of abuse and neglect. He sought to fill that void by surrounding himself with gangsters.
Before long, Lecrae was embroiled in a world filled with drugs, theft, alcohol, and gang activity.
Little did he know that his view on life would soon be jolted, opening his eyes to the One who valued his life as significant. The One who cared enough to die for him. The One who is behind his music.”
Get the full story through this video at https://www.iamsecond.com/film/lecrae/.
APPLICATION:
The only way to see your friends eternally changed for the better is to tell them about Jesus. Share your testimony of how Jesus has made a difference in your life. Be intentional. Pray and look for opportunities to share your faith. Offer your friends an opportunity to surrender their life to Jesus. 

[bookmark: _Hlk42694046]POINT 3: Life after Christ: A New Person with A New Mission
[Read Acts 9:19–22.]
Saul’s life was transformed by his encounter with Jesus. He was a new man with a new mission to preach the gospel story to everyone. He had a complete change of direction from a life aimed at destroying the Church to being a part of building it. 


ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
Christian rapper Trip Lee said, “Faith that doesn’t affect your life isn’t really faith” (https://smartandrelentless.com/21-essential-trip-lee-quotes-jesus-was-way-more-than-just-some-prophet/). 
Saul, who the Bible later identifies by his Greek name, Paul, had an encounter with Jesus that completely changed his life. Paul became a new man in Christ who had a love for all people. He was willing to do anything for the name of Jesus. Paul was committed to living a life of purpose that overflowed to the people around him. 
God changes people’s lives every day. One encounter with Jesus redirected Paul’s life mission. Nothing could stop him from telling people what God had done in his life, and he lived with a new determination to see others put their faith in Jesus too. When we surrender our life to God, it should change us from the inside out. People should see a difference in our life. 
Your friends need to see and hear about the difference Jesus has made in your life. You have an incredible story to tell of how Jesus has changed you from the inside out.

CLOSING APPLICATION/CHALLENGE:
Every day God changes lives. You have friends in your school, neighborhood, and community who are hurting, lost, and need Jesus. Jesus gives hope to the hopeless. You have an opportunity to impact lives as you introduce your friends to Jesus. Don’t be silent. Tell your friends about your hope that comes from a relationship with Jesus.
ALTAR RESPONSE:
Give students who may not know the Lord an opportunity to surrender their life to Jesus. If you know your students are already committed to Jesus, spend some time in prayer praying for students in their school who need to have an encounter with Jesus Christ.
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OUTLINE TEMPLATE
TITLE: A New Person with a New Mission
WRITTEN BY: Jessica Riner
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: Acts 9:1–22
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: God changes people when they surrender their life to Him. 
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: None 

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON:
[You can use Marylana’s story of a life being changed or share a personal story of your own.]
Marylana’s story of a changed life (a former Campus Missionary from Georgia):
In middle school Marylana was bullied. During her eighth-grade year she struggled with depression and began to engage in self-harm. She wanted to feel the physical pain instead of the mental suffering. It got so bad she wanted to die. She felt like a lost cause. Everything felt hopeless. One night, she wanted to end it all. She wrote a suicide note, got the gun, and contemplated pulling the trigger. She started praying to God to show himself to her if He was real, and He did. Her baby sister came walking into her room to tell her good night and that she loved her. At that moment, Marylana knew she had to find help because she could not kill herself and leave her sister to find her dead. Because of God in her life, along with the help of her parents, school counselors, and youth leaders, she was able to overcome her depression. Today Marylana sees herself as a new creation in Christ. 
During the school year, Marylana shared her testimony with a boy from her school. Jesus used her story to give him hope and save him from committing suicide too. She was able to share with him that things do get better with God in our life. They prayed in the school hallway, and he gave his life to Christ. She has been able to lead seven friends to Jesus through sharing her story.
The struggle is real today with so many students suffering thoughts of suicide, depression, anxiety, anger, fear, worry, and hopelessness. We need a new direction. We need a new focus for our thoughts. We need something to live for daily. Have you ever wished you could have a new life? Do you know a friend at school who needs a new life? There is hope because God changes the lives of people every day and gives us purpose.
Acts 9 tells us the story of a man named Saul, also known as Paul, who later became one of the most dynamic writers and missionaries in Christian history. He was a man whose life was changed one day on the road to Damascus—one encounter with Jesus changed his life forever. He chose to live his life with a new purpose after his unexpected experience with the Lord.
Looking at the life of Saul, before and after meeting Jesus on the road to Damascus, we can be encouraged that God changes people’s lives.
POINT 1: Saul’s Life before Christ
· Acts 9:1–2
· Saul was known for his fierce hatred of Christians.
· He was a zealous young man. 
· Innocent people were hurt along the way. 
POINT 2: Saul Encounters Jesus
· Acts 9:3–19
· Saul was on a mission to arrest men and women who were followers of Jesus. 
· One moment changed everything.
· How has your life been impacted because of your faith in Jesus?
POINT 3: Life after Christ: A New Person with a New Mission
· Acts 9:19–22
· Saul’s life was transformed by his encounter with Jesus.
· He was a new man with a new mission. 
CLOSING APPLICATION/CHALLENGE:
Every day God changes lives. You have friends in your school, neighborhood, and community who are hurting, lost, and need Jesus. Jesus gives hope to the hopeless. You have an opportunity to impact lives as you introduce your friends to Jesus. Don’t be silent. Tell your friends about your hope that comes from a relationship with Jesus.
ALTAR RESPONSE:
Give students who may not know the Lord an opportunity to surrender their life to Jesus. If you know your students are already committed to Jesus, spend some time in prayer praying for students in their school who need to have an encounter with Jesus Christ.
image1.png




