


[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]

TITLE: The Electrified Church
WRITTEN BY: Nick Rogers
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: Acts 2:42–47
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: The Holy Spirit electrifies His church. 
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: None

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON: 
A movie, a theme park ride, and even a professionally played NFL or NBA game have more in common now than ever before. It isn’t just what you see in the moment of taking in the movie, riding the roller coaster, or watching a game—it’s the behind-the-scene stuff that is so fascinating. 
We can Google or watch a documentary on the behind-the-scenes matter—what had to take place to get to that final result. 
It’s a look at how the movie is made and how the cast and crew interact with one another. It’s looking behind the curtain and seeing the process of how a theme park ride develops from a single idea in a small meeting room into a spectacular grand opening with thousands in attendance. It’s watching a team practice for months, then listening to the head coach’s inspirational speech during halftime of the final game of the season. 
The behind-the-scene stuff matters because nothing just happens. There had to be dreams, passion, buy-in., teamwork, and purpose. There had to be a group of people willing to come together for one single goal. 
Doctor Luke, the writer of the New Testament Book of Acts, takes us behind the scene of the early Christian church. He described the general feel and attitude of the Early Church people. It’s amazing! 
Many of these people were living under an occupying government known as the Roman Empire. Luke went into detail about people who were from different places, perspectives, value systems, experiences, socioeconomic backgrounds, and ages—all of whom God grabbed hold of and made them into a revolutionary, church-starting force. 
The Early Church was gospel-centered—they believed Jesus died for everyone’s sins and was resurrected. The Early Church pursued the presence of the Holy Spirit, the Helper Jesus promised in Acts chapter 1. And the Spirit appeared on the scene in Acts 2:1–4. The Early Church had a sense of destiny. God created the Church and the Christians who make up His Church to be the primary way for people who don’t know God to learn about Him. God loves His people and His Church! 
Luke gives us a history lesson in Acts chapter 2 on why the Church became so influential in towns and cities and throughout the occupying empire and beyond. It wasn’t their positions of power or authority because the Early Church was made up mostly of marginalized people. They simply had the electrifying and unifying empowerment of the Holy Spirit and carried with them the message of hope in Jesus. 
Luke pulls back the curtain and goes behind the scene to reveal a movement of people fully devoted to living out the good news of Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit! 

POINT 1: The Holy Spirit Electrifies Personal Commitment
Check out Acts 2:42: “All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer.” 
Learning and growing in the Lord was the priority. The move of the Holy Spirit created a deep desire in the group and in personal alone time to pursue what it means to be a Christian. 
They were taking Jesus’ words to heart in the Gospel of John: “Remain in me, and I will remain in you” (John 15:4). To remain means spending focused, undivided attention with those you most enjoy. Each girl and guy were prioritizing spending time with God in their personal life. Private devotion creates amazing commitment. Private devotion creates anchored, steady, rock-solid faith. 
The hunger for Jesus’ teachings were real and that hunger was electrified by the Holy Spirit generating team unity and mission. 
This revolutionary group committed themselves to one another. Their personal hunger helped their friends grow in Jesus. Their desire to worship God, to pray, to learn from the Bible, and to pursue the Holy Spirit activated a commitment to personal responsibility. 
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
The standard room temperature goes beyond whether it just feels hot or cold. Have you ever been in a room where the main emotion of the crowd was embarrassment or awkwardness? You just want to crawl into a hole because everyone feels awkward. You could literally feel the emotion saturating the moment. When a crowd is cheering, you feel joy, and when a crowd is mourning, you feel like crying. 
It’s crazy how a group of people can dictate the dominant feeling in a room. Luke’s description in 2:42 reveals a deeply committed, unified feeling when the Early Church gathered together. They loved being around one another and spending time with the Lord together. It was essential. It was life. 
APPLICATION:
Spending time with Jesus and with other Jesus followers builds your faith! 
You and I receive massive amounts of encouragement when we simply read or listen to the Bible, gather together to learn from the Bible, and eat together and pray (both at home and in groups). Doing these things electrifies our devotion to God and to others. 
The Holy Spirit can help us drop our guard and be friendly. The Holy Spirit also can help us to encourage others. 

POINT 2: The Holy Spirit Electrifies Unity
Check out Doctor Luke’s description of how things played out in verses 43–46: “A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity.” There was no stopping this crowd! A deep sense of God’s awesomeness took hold. They realized they were better together! 
There was a seismic shift in the way these new followers of Jesus acted and thought about the world and the people around them. Generosity prevailed over selfishness. This was quite different from the norm in Roman society. The Church appeared, and it radically chose to give and serve. Christians chose heavenly treasures over earthly trinkets. They denied themselves material possessions in order to help others in the Church. Possessions no longer possessed them. 
The twin idols of accomplishment and accumulation were removed when “love God” and “love your neighbor” (Matthew 22:37–38) took root in their life. The generosity began within the new Church and sharing inside the church’s four walls, but we know non-Christians benefited from this selfless movement too. In fact, Luke reminds us in Acts 20:35 of Jesus’ words: “‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
As the Holy Spirit worked in them, they in turn chose to release blessings unto others. Each individual began discovering they had a personal purpose. Their personal purpose was to do “good things” (Ephesians 2:10) and “serve one another” (1 Peter 4:10). 
The Early Church flourished in an environment of spending time together, learning together, worshipping together, and praying together. The new Christians pursued ways to “motivate one another to acts of love and good works” (Hebrews 10:24). 


ILLUSTRATON/STORY/QUOTE:
Likes and follows from strangers or those we know at a distance should never influence the image of who we are. Our image, our dignity, is found in Jesus’ love and being in true relationship with Him and with other Christians. Your growth as a young man or young woman is through the fellowship of like-minded people who live a crucified life (Galatians 2:20). 
Flattery is hollow, yet many in our world thrive on it. The gratification of a “like” on social media is far less important than it can feel. A Christian’s citizenship is in heaven, not on earth. Our motivation in life should be found in the opinion of our eternal King—Jesus. 
APPLICATION:
The Holy Spirit pushes us toward friendship with other Christians. In that type of environment, doing good and serving others, we discover our God-given gifts and skills. This empowers us to see the world differently and see ourselves as Jesus sees us. We find ourselves when in fellowship with God and other Christians. 
Run toward belonging with other believers! 
Christians are to live life together bound by their faith in Jesus and the empowerment of the Holy Spirit. 
Run to church fellowship.
Run to Christian friendship.
Run toward a life of generosity. 
Run toward a life of sharing. 
Run toward the encouragement of Christians. 
As we pursue the Holy Spirit, hang out, receive Communion, eat cheeseburgers with each other, and live like Jesus at school and in front of our family, something changes. We become less selfish and more like Jesus. We are unified and most definitely, better together. 

POINT 3: The Holy Spirit Electrifies the Mission
Verse 47 says, “All the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.” The mission was electrifying. God transformed people’s hearts and lives every day. People were being saved! 
One primary reason God’s church exists is to share the good news of Jesus (His life, death, and resurrection) with all people who are living out the bad news (personal sin, pain, guilt, shame). These new Christians empowered by the Holy Spirit were all in. They lived out Jesus’ command in Matthew 28:19 to “go and make disciples of all the nations.” 
A wave of maturity and responsibility swept through these new Christians. This group representing multiple ages, races, and languages embraced a mindset of responsibility for their faith. They loved doing the right thing and it showed. 
The credibility encountered by the new Christians was overwhelming. They were known for their actions. Word spread throughout the region about a movement of people whose lives had been changed. Messed-up people were tripping out because these new Christians no longer served themselves. They lived at peace with one another. They loved. They helped. They served. They preached repentance and lived repentance. 
Their bold steps of obedience and action caught the attention of everyone. 
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
Have you ever heard of the phrase “weak sauce”? It means no flavor and not very impressive. No one wants to be a part of a group that is compared to weak sauce. Choosing to be average and boring doesn’t match up with the examples of the Early Church in Acts 2! Acts 2 gives us an example of the phrase “awesome sauce”! What about you? If given the option, do you want weak sauce or awesome sauce? Exactly! Anything having to do with God and His Church should have the word awesome attached to it. 
You can find cheap sales. Usually online and retail stores will place past holiday décor on sale for pennies on the dollar because it’s no longer unusable or applicable. Holiday candy that cost five dollars for a bag can be bought for a dollar. However, God’s mission isn’t cheap. It will cost time spent in prayer, in fellowship, and in pursuit of the Holy Spirit, but people—all people—will notice a church that lives for the mission of seeing people changed and transformed. 
APPLICATION:
Reading Acts 2:42–47 literally can take your breath away.
We too can celebrate transformed lives. We too can embrace the responsibility of maturing in our faith. We too can accept the expectation to help those in need, love the unlovable, share our faith, and mentor those who say yes to Jesus. 
The Bible tells us there is a payoff to devotion, worship, friendship, and generosity. There is a payoff to being empowered by the Holy Spirit. The payoff is seeing other young people accept Jesus as their Lord and King! 

CLOSING CHALLENGE/APPLICATION:
These six verses should jolt your heart. The verses have everything you and I should want—purpose, passion, friendship, power. The Bible calls it living a “crucified life” (Galatians 2:20). The electrified church is exciting, hopeful, fun, and continually adding more people to the mix. 
ALTAR RESPONSE:
The Holy Spirit wants to get behind the scenes in your life. If your youth group doesn’t look like the Early Church, then take responsibility and ask Him to electrify you! 
Do you need to make a commitment to be a fully devoted follower of Jesus? 
Are you supplying unity? How can the Holy Spirit use you to bring unity?
Is the mission of Jesus the number one goal of your group? Do you want to see transformation in the lives of your friends and family? 





























POWERPOINT SLIDES
Slide 1	– The Electrified Church, Acts 2:42–47
Slide 2	– The Holy Spirit Electrifies Personal Commitment [Electricity Background]
Slide 3 – Acts 2:42 
Slide 4 – The Holy Spirit Electrifies Unity [Electricity Background]
Slide 5 – Acts 2:43–46 [Key Words: awe, met together, shared, great joy]
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OUTLINE TEMPLATE 
TITLE: The Electrified Church
WRITTEN BY: Nick Rogers
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: Acts 2:42–47
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: The Holy Spirit electrifies His church. 
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: None

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON: 
A movie, a theme park ride, and even a professionally played NFL or NBA game have more in common now than ever before. It isn’t just what you see in the moment of taking in the movie, riding the roller coaster, or watching a game—it’s the behind-the-scene stuff that is so fascinating. 
We can Google or watch a documentary on the behind-the-scenes matter—what had to take place to get to that final result. 
It’s a look at how the movie is made and how the cast and crew interact with one another. It’s looking behind the curtain and seeing the process of how a theme park ride develops from a single idea in a small meeting room into a spectacular grand opening with thousands in attendance. It’s watching a team practice for months, then listening to the head coach’s inspirational speech during halftime of the final game of the season. 
The behind-the-scene stuff matters because nothing just happens. There had to be dreams, passion, buy-in., teamwork, and purpose. There had to be a group of people willing to come together for one single goal. 
Doctor Luke, the writer of the New Testament Book of Acts, takes us behind the scene of the early Christian church. He described the general feel and attitude of the Early Church people. It’s amazing! 
Many of these people were living under an occupying government known as the Roman Empire. Luke went into detail about people who were from different places, perspectives, value systems, experiences, socioeconomic backgrounds, and ages—all of whom God grabbed hold of and made them into a revolutionary, church-starting force. 
The Early Church was gospel-centered—they believed Jesus died for everyone’s sins and was resurrected. The Early Church pursued the presence of the Holy Spirit, the Helper Jesus promised in Acts chapter 1. And the Spirit appeared on the scene in Acts 2:1–4. The Early Church had a sense of destiny. God created the Church and the Christians who make up His Church to be the primary way for people who don’t know God to learn about Him. God loves His people and His Church! 
Luke gives us a history lesson in Acts chapter 2 on why the Church became so influential in towns and cities and throughout the occupying empire and beyond. It wasn’t their positions of power or authority because the Early Church was made up mostly of marginalized people. They simply had the electrifying and unifying empowerment of the Holy Spirit and carried with them the message of hope in Jesus. 
Luke pulls back the curtain and goes behind the scene to reveal a movement of people fully devoted to living out the good news of Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit! 
POINT 1: The Holy Spirit Electrifies Personal Commitment
· Acts 2:42 
· John 15:4
· Spending time with Jesus and with other Jesus followers builds your faith. 
POINT 2: The Holy Spirit Electrifies Unity
· Acts 2:43–46
· Acts 20:35
· We are better together.
POINT 3: The Holy Spirit Electrifies the Mission
· Acts 2:47 
· The payoff of bold steps of obedience and action is the salvation of people. 
· People will notice a church that lives for the mission of seeing people changed and transformed. 
CLOSING CHALLENGE/APPLICATION:
These six verses should jolt your heart. The verses have everything you and I should want—purpose, passion, friendship, power. The Bible calls it living a “crucified life” (Galatians 2:20). The electrified church is exciting, hopeful, fun, and continually adding more people to the mix. 
ALTAR RESPONSE:
The Holy Spirit wants to get behind the scenes in your life. If your youth group doesn’t look like the Early Church, then take responsibility and ask Him to electrify you! 
Do you need to make a commitment to be a fully devoted follower of Jesus? 
Are you supplying unity? How can the Holy Spirit use you to bring unity?
Is the mission of Jesus the number one goal of your group? Do you want to see transformation in the lives of your friends and family? 
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