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TITLE: Kingdom Power
WRITTEN BY: Reggie Hill
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: Acts 1:8; Acts 2:1–18
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: Salvation is about the grace of God on your life, and Holy Spirit baptism is about the power of God in your life.
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: None

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON:
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
Jesus was talking to His followers in the moments before He was taken up to heaven to sit at the right hand of the Father. It is this very promise that is still a promise for you and me today. It’s a promise that you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and with that power you will go and change the world forever. You will go and flip the world upside down with this power—this power that comes from the Holy Spirit. It is the power of God. Without it, how are you to do things you never thought you could do before? 
This is the power that takes a small group of fishermen and empowers them to start a revolution that would go for thousands of years. This is the power that moves mountains. This is the power that resurrected Jesus from the grave, and that same power can be inside you and me today.
You may be asking the question, “Why do I need the Holy Spirit?” You may have been told in the past that you need the Holy Spirit to go to heaven. And it’s true that He comes to live in you at salvation. But the Holy Spirit can work in your life far beyond salvation; He’s ready to empower your trips to the grocery store! The Holy Spirit is a gift from God that was sent to us on earth to use here on earth.
Salvation is about the grace of God on your life, but Holy Spirit baptism is about the power of God in your life.
We shouldn’t just want the grace of God on our life. We should seek the power of God to fall on us just as it did on the Day of Pentecost.
Now you may be asking, “Well, who is the Holy Spirit for?” The Holy Spirit is a gift. Luke 11:13 says, “So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.” 
It is a gift for you, for me, for your parents, for your friends, for all believers. God sent this gift to His Church and that is you and me. We know this because the Bible says, “Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ Peter replied, ‘Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise is to you, to your children, and to those far away—all who have been called by the Lord our God.’” (Acts 2:37–39, emphasis added)

POINT 1: Assembly
On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. (Acts 2:1–4, emphasis added)
The Bible says that when the Day of Pentecost came, Jesus’ followers were assembled all together in one place. It’s very interesting that Luke, the writer, states they were all together and they were in one place. Doesn’t that seem a bit redundant? We often understand being together as meaning we’re in the same place physically, but Luke distinguishes that it wasn’t just physical—they were also in the same place spiritually, mentally, and emotionally. They were unified! When there's unity in the room, power can come. Jesus doesn't want us to just be in the same room; He wants us to be all together! 
The truth is, we can be in the same place physically, but we may not be together in mission, vision, or goals. We’ve seen it in things like politics and in sports. You’ve probably seen it all around you when people aren't unified even though they're in one place. But Scripture tells us that there on that day, the believers were all together in one place, unified.

POINT 2: Anticipation
Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, ‘Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before. John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 1:4–5, emphasis added)
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
[Share a personal story about a time you had active anticipation for something in your life or use the writer’s story below.]
When Chick-fil-A came to my city, every day I saw the signs and drove by the building as it was being built. My friends and I had been praying that “Jesus’ chicken” would come to our city, and it was finally happening!
We drove by the construction, we were on Facebook groups looking for details, we were talking about it. There was an anticipation behind Chick-fil-A coming to our city. But here's the deal: We weren't just sitting around waiting. We were actively anticipating what was to come because we were not only told it was coming, but we also saw that reality. So I took it upon myself to go in to check it out for myself.
I went to meet the owners and ended up befriending them. They actually walked me through the building, and I saw all of the inner workings that went into building a new Chick-fil-A restaurant. See, I didn’t just sit around waiting for it to open—I sought out the owners before anything even opened, and I benefitted from it! That’s what it looks like to have active anticipation. 
APPLICATION:
God sees when we wait for the Holy Spirit to come. We can’t just sit around like we're waiting on DoorDash though—we have to be actively anticipating. The problem many of us have today is we don’t have to wait on anything anymore.
On the Day of Pentecost, the believers made time in their schedules to be together. They were committing far more time than just a forty-five-minute church service. They were following Jesus’ instruction to wait in Jerusalem. In our culture, we don’t have to—and we don’t want to—wait for anything that long. With DoorDash and Amazon Prime, we have become a generation that no longer has to wait. We live in a microwave world, but the work of the Holy Spirit is often on Crockpot time. 
You see, when you place food in the Crockpot, it often takes hours for the meal to cook, but when it’s ready it comes out tasting amazing. You can’t rush it, though; otherwise, the meal will be ruined. In the same way, we can’t rush God, and we shouldn’t try to! His timing is always perfect. We can follow the example of the disciples who waited and worshipped and didn’t rush God, and received the gift Jesus promised them at the perfect time.

POINT 3: Awakening
Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no mistake about this. These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine o’clock in the morning is much too early for that. No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. In those days I will pour out my Spirit even on my servants—men and women alike—and they will prophesy.’” (Acts 2:14–18, emphasis added)
When we open ourselves to the Holy Spirit’s presence, it opens the door for miracles, prophecies, visions, and dreams from God. There is an awakening that comes with the Holy Spirit’s power!
You may be wondering, “What brings His presence?” One simple answer is worship. The Bible says God inhabits—a fancy word for shows up and stays—the praises of His people (Psalm 22:3, KJV). 
When we wait with anticipation for the Holy Spirit to come, unified in our worship and praise of who God is, there will be an awakening. 

CLOSING CHALLENGE/APPLICATION:
Salvation is about the grace of God on your life, and Holy Spirit baptism is about the power of God in your life.
Jesus promised us this gift, which means it’s ours if we would just receive it. I challenge you to wait with active anticipation and receive the gift God has for you!

ALTAR RESPONSE:
[This truth is very important for you to convey to your students. We must remind our students that the gift of the Holy Spirit is from God, but our focus shouldn’t be on the gift, but on the One who promises us this gift. We seek the Giver of the gift, not just the gift.
Encourage your students to continue to seek God, and for those who don’t receive the Baptism in this service, remind them that this often can be a process for believers. As they continue to build their relationship with God, they should continue to seek after the gift of the baptism in the Holy Spirit Jesus has promised them.]
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OUTLINE TEMPLATE
TITLE: Kingdom Power
WRITTEN BY: Reggie Hill
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: Acts 1:8; Acts 2:1–18
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: Salvation is about the grace of God on your life, and Holy Spirit baptism is about the power of God in your life.
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: None

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON:
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
Jesus was talking to His followers in the very moments before He was taken up to heaven to sit at the right hand of the Father. It is this very promise—the last promise Jesus gives His followers—that is still a promise for you and me today. It’s a promise that you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and with that power you will go and change the world forever. You will go and flip the world upside down with this power—this power that comes from the Holy Spirit. It is the power of God. Without it, how are you to do things you never thought you could do before? 
This is the power that takes a small group of fishermen and empowers them to start a revolution that would go for thousands of years. This is the power that moves mountains. This is the power that resurrected Jesus from the grave, and that same power can be inside of you and me today.
You may be asking the question, “Why do I need the Holy Spirit?” You may have been told in the past that you need the Holy Spirit to go to heaven. And it’s true that He comes to live in you at salvation. But the Holy Spirit can work in your life far beyond salvation; He’s ready to empower your trips to the grocery store! The Holy Spirit is a gift from God that was sent to us on earth to use here on earth.
Salvation is about the grace of God on your life, but Holy Spirit baptism is about the power of God in your life.
We shouldn’t just want the grace of God on our life. We should seek the power of God to fall on us just as it did on the Day of Pentecost.
Now you may be asking, “Well, who is the Holy Spirit for?” The Holy Spirit is a gift. Luke 11:13 says, “So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.” 
It is a gift for you, for me, for your parents, for your friends, for all believers. God sent this gift to His Church and that is you and me. We know this because the Bible says, “Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ Peter replied, ‘Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise is to you, to your children, and to those far away—all who have been called by the Lord our God.’” (Acts 2:37–39, emphasis added)

POINT 1: Assembly
· Acts 2:1–4
· When there's unity in the room, power can come.
· Jesus doesn't want us to just be in the same room, He wants us to be unified. 
POINT 2: Anticipation
· Acts 1:4–5
· God sees when we wait for the Holy Spirit to come.
· His timing is always perfect.
POINT 3: Awakening
· Acts 2:14–18
· There is an awakening that comes with the Holy Spirit’s power.
· Psalm 22:3, KJV

CLOSING CHALLENGE/APPLICATION:
Salvation is about the grace of God on your life, but Holy Spirit baptism is about the power of God in your life.
Jesus promised us this gift, which means it’s ours if we would just receive it. I challenge you to wait with active anticipation and receive the gift God has for you!
ALTAR RESPONSE:
[This truth is very important for you to convey to your students. We must remind our students that the gift of the Holy Spirit is from God, but our focus shouldn’t be on the gift, but on the One who promises us this gift. We seek the Giver of the gift, not just the gift.
Encourage your students to continue to seek God, and for those who don’t receive the Baptism in this service, remind them that this often can be a process for believers. As they continue to build their relationship with God, they should continue to seek after the gift of the baptism in the Holy Spirit Jesus has promised them.]
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