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TITLE: Don’t You Remember?
WRITTEN BY: Darin Poe
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: Luke 24:1–12
IN ONE SENTENCE, WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: Jesus is alive!
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: Pens and paper (small journals or notepads are ideal—students will write at the end of the message and be encouraged to continue writing thoughts and prayers in the weeks to come); Communion elements for each person

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON: 
Remembering involves the ability to store and recover information we learn or experience. Thinking about your time in this youth group, what are some great memories you have? 
[Pick a few students to share memories from camps, retreats, mission trips, or even sermons.]
Sometimes we forget or misremember things, like cleaning your room or taking out the trash, the value of pi (if you’re wondering, it’s 3.141592653589793238. . .), or the year we declared independence as a nation (1776)! We forget that we had homework due or where we put our phone—actually, probably not that last one.
Some memories last seconds and some last a lifetime. Today, we are looking at the story of Jesus coming back to life after being crucified and His body placed in a tomb. Jesus died on a Friday, so our story starts early on that Sunday morning. Several women went to the tomb and saw something amazing. But the disciples didn’t believe what the women told them even though Jesus had told them about it before He died! Let’s read it.
(Read Luke 24:1–12. Then pray over the message. Ask God to help your students remember what Jesus said He would do—be raised from death to life—so that they can have life.)

POINT 1: Jesus Tells His Disciples What Is Going to Happen
So, the stone is rolled away. Jesus’ body is nowhere to be seen. And the angels who appear tell the women that Jesus has risen from the dead and He is alive!
What an incredible thing! But we shouldn’t be surprised, because before this part of the story took place, Jesus actually told His disciples what was going to happen. 
In Matthew 16:21, it says, “Jesus began to tell his disciples plainly that it was necessary for him to go to Jerusalem, and that he would suffer many terrible things at the hands of the elders, the leading priests, and the teachers of religious law. He would be killed, but on the third day he would be raised from the dead.”
Then in Matthew 17, Jesus predicted His death again: “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of his enemies. He will be killed, but on the third day he will be raised from the dead.” (Matthew 17:22–23)
A few chapters later, Jesus specifically mentioned crucifixion. “As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside privately and told them what was going to happen to him. ‘Listen,’ he said, ‘we’re going up to Jerusalem, where the Son of Man will be betrayed to the leading priests and the teachers of religious law. They will sentence him to die. Then they will hand him over to the Romans to be mocked, flogged with a whip, and crucified. But on the third day he will be raised from the dead.’” (Matthew 20:17–19) This was just a week before it happened. 
But it wasn’t just once or twice or even three times that Jesus talked about this. In Matthew 26:2, He said to His disciples, “As you know, Passover begins in two days, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.” Jesus was telling them what would happen in just two short days.
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
You would think that these guys would remember what Jesus had said. This is pretty crazy stuff, and He’s talked about it multiple times! It probably should have been a topic of conversation with all of the followers of Jesus. The word should have spread, “Jesus said He’s going to be betrayed, beaten, and crucified.” This person they were following and believed to be the Son of God—the Messiah—had told them multiple times He was going to die and then rise again on the third day.
Before you judge them, though, think about how many times you have forgotten something you were just told. Maybe you get distracted or interrupted and you forget. 
[Share a personal story about a time you forgot something important and the results or consequences of that.]
APPLICATION: 
Raise your hand if you’ve also forgotten something important before. 
How many times have you made commitments to God or to others? Then life happens. You get news—good or bad. You get distracted by that boy or girl or job or sport or club. So, you kind of forget the promise you made to God. It’s not uncommon for us to even forget the promises He has made to us. 
Even the people who walked with Jesus day in, and day out for three years forgot what He had told them.
In Matthew 26–27 and Luke 23, we read that what Jesus had said would happen was exactly what did happen. He was betrayed and given into the hands of the religious leaders. They condemned Him to death and handed Him over to the Romans. The Roman soldiers mocked Him, beat Him, and crucified Him. He was placed in a tomb for burial. 
Everyone thought the story was finished. But when the women arrived at the tomb on the third day, the stone was rolled away from the entrance. They went in, but didn’t find the body of Jesus. In their confusion, two men suddenly appeared in dazzling clothes! 
The men asked the terrified women a question: “Why are you looking among the dead for someone who is alive? He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! Remember what he told you back in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be betrayed into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and that he would rise again on the third day.” (Luke 24:5–7, emphasis added)

POINT 2: They Remember
We have to admit, some pretty serious, upsetting things went down between Jesus telling His followers what was going to happen and then it actually happening. But with the reminder from the angels, they remembered! 
The women ran back to tell everyone, including the eleven disciples, what had just happened at the tomb. 
But what does Scripture tell us? “The story sounded like nonsense to the men, so they didn’t believe it.” (Luke 24:11)
What was wrong with these guys? The women told them what they had just experienced. With that reminder, didn’t they remember what Jesus had said to them? It happened like He said it would and they don’t believe it. 
But Peter, in typical Peter fashion, jumped up and rushed to the tomb just to check it out. He looked in and—nothing. Jesus wasn’t there. What does it say right after that? “He went home again, wondering what had happened.” (Luke 24:12)
Why did he have to wonder? Didn’t he remember anything Jesus predicted about His death? Didn’t he remember a particular conversation he had with Jesus?
Going back to Matthew 16, Peter had an incredible highlight of his life, which was then almost immediately followed by a lowlight. Peter declared that Jesus was “the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” (Matthew 16:16) Awesome! Then Jesus revealed that He would be betrayed, beaten, and killed, but would be raised from the dead on the third day.
Basically, Peter said, “No way. This will never happen to you.” And how did Jesus respond? “Jesus turned to Peter and said, ‘Get away from me, Satan! You are a dangerous trap to me. You are seeing things merely from a human point of view, not from God’s.’” (Matthew 16:23)
You would think this exchange would stand out in Peter’s mind, but no. He’s trying to figure it out on his own—what happened? Jesus told him—all of them— what was going to happen, and it did. Peter and the others just had a hard time remembering.
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
Remembering can be tricky. It’s not uncommon for us to forget all kinds of things for different reasons. Even people who feel like they have a great memory can probably find ways to improve it. Cognitive psychologists have found a few techniques that can help us improve our memory: 
“Jot it down. The act of writing with a pen and paper helps implant the memory into your brain—and can also serve as a reminder or reference later on.
Attach meaning to it. You can remember something more easily if you attach meaning to it. For instance, if you associate a person you meet with someone you already know, you may be able to remember their name easier.
Repeat it. Repetition helps the memory become encoded beyond your short-term memory.” (https://www.verywellmind.com/what-is-memory-2795006)

CLOSING CHALLENGE/APPLICATION:
What we read today was pretty incredible. Jesus was raised from the dead! Not only is it amazing, it’s also supernatural! We could say, “I’m never going to forget that.”
But how often do we get distracted or caught up in other things and forget the most important event ever to take place? The fact is, Jesus died in our place and then rose again so we could have life forever with Him!
So, my challenge to you today is this:
One, write down what you need to remember from this Bible story tonight. Do you think you would have remembered? Think about what you need to remember long-term from this story.
Two, attach meaning to it. Jesus died and He rose again. What does that mean to you and for you? What difference will that make in your life? What actions do you need to take to live differently?
Three, repeat the information. We can do that through journaling, prayer, singing, or what we are about to do together—celebrating Communion.
ALTAR RESPONSE: 
Before receiving Communion, ask students if they need to accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Maybe they have never really heard, listened to, or remembered this story of Jesus dying for them so their sins could be forgiven. Maybe they didn’t realize that when Jesus rose from the dead, it meant we could have new, eternal life with Him forever. Invite students to make that faith commitment for the first time and lead them in prayer. 
Then, ask students if they made a commitment to Jesus in the past. Ask them to take a realistic look at whether or not they are fulfilling their commitment, and if they need to renew that commitment today.
During the Last Supper, Jesus told His disciples that the bread represented His body and the cup His blood that would cover all sins. He told them to eat the bread and drink the cup in remembrance of Him.
Read 1 Corinthians 11:23–26 and lead the students in taking Communion. 
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OUTLINE TEMPLATE
TITLE: Don’t You Remember?
WRITTEN BY: Darin Poe
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: Luke 24:1–12
IN ONE SENTENCE, WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: Jesus is alive!
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: Pens and paper (small journals or notepads are ideal—students will write at the end of the message and be encouraged to continue writing thoughts and prayers in the weeks to come); Communion elements for each person

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON: 
Remembering involves the ability to store and recover information we learn or experience. Thinking about your time in this youth group, what are some great memories you have? 
[Pick a few students to share memories from camps, retreats, mission trips, or even sermons.]
Sometimes we forget or misremember things, like cleaning your room or taking out the trash, the value of pi (if you’re wondering, it’s 3.141592653589793238. . .), or the year we declared independence as a nation (1776)! We forget that we had homework due or where we put our phone—actually, probably not that last one.
Some memories last seconds and some last a lifetime. Today, we are looking at the story of Jesus coming back to life after being crucified and His body placed in a tomb. Jesus died on a Friday, so our story starts early on that Sunday morning. Several women went to the tomb and saw something amazing. But the disciples didn’t believe what the women told them even though Jesus had told them about it before He died! Let’s read it.
(Read Luke 24:1–12. Then pray over the message. Ask God to help your students remember what Jesus said He would do—be raised from death to life—so that they can have life.)
POINT 1: Jesus Tells His Disciples What Is Going to Happen
· Matthew 16:21 
· Matthew 17:22–23
· Matthew 20:17–19
· Matthew 26:2
· Luke 24:5–7, emphasis added





POINT 2: They Remember
· Luke 24:11
· Luke 24:12
· A few techniques that can help us improve our memory: 
· Jot it down
· Attach meaning to it
· Repeat it
CLOSING CHALLENGE/APPLICATION:
What we read today was pretty incredible. Jesus was raised from the dead! Not only is it amazing, it’s also supernatural! We could say, “I’m never going to forget that.”
But how often do we get distracted or caught up in other things and forget the most important event ever to take place? The fact is, Jesus died in our place and then rose again so we could have life forever with Him!
So, my challenge to you today is this:
One, write down what you need to remember from this Bible story tonight. Do you think you would have remembered? Think about what you need to remember long-term from this story.
Two, attach meaning to it. Jesus died and He rose again. What does that mean to you and for you? What difference will that make in your life? What actions do you need to take to live differently?
Three, repeat the information. We can do that through journaling, prayer, singing, or what we are about to do together—celebrating Communion.
ALTAR RESPONSE: 
Before receiving Communion, ask students if they need to accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Maybe they have never really heard, listened to, or remembered this story of Jesus dying for them so their sins could be forgiven. Maybe they didn’t realize that when Jesus rose from the dead, it meant we could have new, eternal life with Him forever. Invite students to make that faith commitment for the first time and lead them in prayer. 
Then, ask students if they made a commitment to Jesus in the past. Ask them to take a realistic look at whether or not they are fulfilling their commitment, and if they need to renew that commitment today.
During the Last Supper, Jesus told His disciples that the bread represented His body and the cup His blood that would cover all sins. He told them to eat the bread and drink the cup in remembrance of Him.
Read 1 Corinthians 11:23–26 and lead the students in taking Communion. 
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