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TITLE: Jesus Our Savior
WRITTEN BY: John Ginnan
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: Luke 23:32–49
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: God eliminated our sin problem by doing something that we never could do.
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: Consider this a gospel call, campus missions call, and/or a Speed the Light tie-in. You may need Alive in Five or other gospel resources, Youth Alive Campus Missionary (or G5) commitment cards, and/or Speed the Light commitment cards.

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON: 
Eugene Cho and his family were living a comfortable middle-income lifestyle when they decided to do something radical to impact others around the world. Through saving funds, selling possessions they didn’t need, and simplifying their lifestyle, they were able to donate all of their income for an entire year to fight extreme global poverty. Seeing faces of people around the world who were struggling against overpowering forces drew them to take action.
They didn’t stop there. They started a movement where others could join them in giving up a day, a week, a month, or entire year of their income toward projects to fight extreme global poverty. Ten years from when Eugene and his wife Minhee first donated all of their $68,000 family income, millions of dollars had gone to projects around the world for children’s health, emergency relief, and global hunger through others who joined the movement to give up as little as one day of their own income (https://www.onedayswages.org/eugene-cho-founders-story/).
Stories of people sacrificing what they have for the benefit of others are inspiring to all of us. These are heroic people.
When we think of these stories, they are each a small example of how Jesus approaches all of us. The Bible teaches us that sin is an overpowering force in all of us, like extreme poverty that many people in our world experience. As much as we may want to stand against sin and everything it represents—disobedience to God, broken lives, and a future apart from God—the harsh reality is that we are stuck in it. There is no way out for us through our own strength. God had to do something we could never do for ourself. 
And the good news is that He did! Jesus lived a life and died a death marked by complete self-sacrifice, and every person who follows Jesus will grow in appreciation of how God did something that we could never do for ourself. As we continually see sin creep up from within our own heart, the more we see our own sinful desires and actions. We continually see how gracious God is to us.
But let’s be honest: We don’t remind our heart enough.
If we are going to grow in appreciation of our God, we need to remind ourself of what He did for us when it comes to our sin.

POINT 1: Jesus Died on the Cross for Us to Live with Him
Two others, both criminals, were led out to be executed with him. When they came to a place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the criminals were also crucified—one on his right and one on his left. 
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” And the soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing dice.
The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. “He saved others,” they said, “let him save himself if he is really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” The soldiers mocked him, too, by offering him a drink of sour wine. They called out to him, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” A sign was fastened above him with these words: “This is the King of the Jews.” (Luke 23:32–38)
It is true that Jesus could have saved himself from that terrible death. His incredible miracles, including raising others from the dead, proved this to be true. It’s been said that it wasn’t the nails that kept Jesus on the cross, but His love for all humanity. You can see His love as He prayed to God that even the soldiers would be forgiven for their actions.
Jesus, God in the flesh, lived an innocent life—one where He taught, healed, led, and saved His followers. Then He was persecuted, mocked, and executed as if He were a criminal like the ones who hung next to Him. He did this to fulfill His purpose in the world.
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
[Talk about how a hero is one who rescues someone from something. Use some general examples like a firefighter going into a burning building to save people.]
APPLICATION:
Like someone trapped in a fire with no way out, we couldn’t do anything about our sin problem. 
Jesus is our Savior.
You might ask: If God is all-powerful, why didn’t He just save humanity in some other way than Jesus facing death? The answer goes back to sin. The consequence of sin that God determined is death, and for Jesus to take on our sin, He had to take on death. Other religions expect humanity to pay—sometimes through death—to attain a life with God. But our God, the true and living God, rescues us out of that system like a hero going into a burning building to save us.
Jesus is our substitute.
And even better than someone going into the fire for us, Jesus took it a step further. He lived the sinless life we should have lived and died the sinful death that we deserved. Jesus didn’t only rescue us from the burning building, He took our place in the burning building. Living a perfect life in our place and dying a sinner’s death in our place, He left nothing more for us to do to attain a life with God! 
Jesus died for us to live with Him.

POINT 2: We Need to Place Our Faith in Jesus and His Work on the Cross
One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by saving yourself—and us, too, while you’re at it!”
But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you have been sentenced to die? We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.”
And Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:39–43)
One criminal had respect for Jesus. The other mockingly asked for proof that Jesus was the Messiah, and then to escape from his deserved punishment as a bonus. 
One criminal was aware of Jesus’ innocence and would soon be in the heavenly Kingdom. While others mocked Him as the “King of the Jews,” he recognized that Jesus truly is King. This criminal’s faith was in Jesus.
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
Placing our faith in Jesus is like the classic story about Charles Blondin. Blondin was a tightrope walker who crossed Niagara Falls on a tightrope strung between Canada and the United States. It’s been said he crossed in a sack, on stilts, and even on a bicycle while crowds watched. 
One particular day Blondin grabbed a wheelbarrow and shouted to the crowd, “Do you believe I can carry a person across in this wheelbarrow?” 
The crowd shouted back that they believed he could; however, when Blondin asked for a volunteer, no one stepped forward. This showed that while they said they had faith in him, their actions said something different. (Source: https://www.creativebiblestudy.com/Blondin-story.html)


APPLICATION:
Explore who Jesus is.
You and I will need to make a decision about who we believe He is. One criminal came to an understanding about who Jesus is. By reading the Bible and learning about what it says, we can too! He is God. He is the Christ. He is King. He also lived humbly. He also was a servant. He suffered. He died. He rose again. He is worthy to be worshipped for all that He has done!
Put your faith in Jesus.
Faith is having confidence in something. This doesn’t mean you won’t ever have doubts or confusion about God. There will be times when it feels like we don’t have much faith—it’s during these moments that it’s okay to just have some faith. Remain confident in what God has taught you about His love for you and His work on the cross that covers all your sin.
Live a life with Jesus.
When your faith is in Jesus, the Holy Spirit will live in you and help you live in this new life. This doesn’t mean you will never be tempted or sin again. It means that the Holy Spirit will lead you and help you recognize those actions that are sinful. When you see your sin and repent (turn from your sin), you will start to see opportunities to love and serve others, and you can share how Jesus has saved you.
It’s not just a one-time decision—we have to continually decide to place our faith in Jesus and His work on the cross throughout our life. As you continually choose to trust Jesus, you will grow in appreciation of who He is and what He’s done for you. The value of His work on the Cross will grow and help us grow deeper in our relationship with Him.

POINT 3: All Need to Hear about the Jesus and Discover Who He Is
By this time, it was about noon, and darkness fell across the whole land until three o’clock. The light from the sun was gone. And suddenly, the curtain in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn down the middle. Then Jesus shouted, “Father, I entrust my spirit into your hands!” And with those words he breathed his last.
When the Roman officer overseeing the execution saw what had happened, he worshiped God and said, “Surely this man was innocent.” And when all the crowd that came to see the crucifixion saw what had happened, they went home in deep sorrow. But Jesus’ friends, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance watching. (Luke 23:44–49)
The Roman officer and the crowd at the cross were filled with sorrow over what had happened. Once Jesus died, they likely began to see Him for who He really was. And like the Roman officer, we know that He was innocent.
In fact, Jesus had this to say about His death on a cross, recorded in John 12:32: “And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.”
Jesus knew it would take His death for people to begin to realize who He was, even before His resurrection. All need to hear about the Cross and discover who Jesus really is.
On this day, something amazing happened in history! Check out this video.
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE: 
[Visit somethingamazing.net for a video presentation that illustrates the gospel message.]
APPLICATION: 
This message of Jesus and the Cross has been told so many times, it’s embedded in the history of the world. Think of this: The word crux, which people use to describe the most important part of what they’re saying, comes from the word cross, relating to the most important moment in history. The word excruciating also comes from cross, representing the horribly painful way Jesus had to die, came into use because of the world learning of Jesus’ experience. And the way we commonly see years represented—B.C. (before Christ) and A.D. (in the year of our Lord)—is a timeline used by many around the globe and is based on Jesus’ life. 
The notoriety of the cross should tell us how much it mattered to people. The ugliness of the cross should tell us how bad sin is. And the subject of the crucifixion, Jesus, should tell us how good God is. He came to take on sin and death for us himself.
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
“The gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope.” —Tim Keller

CLOSING CHALLENGE/APPLICATION:
We are all like the criminal hanging on the cross of our sin. Our sin is killing us and destroying our life, and we are broken and deserve all the blame. But God, in His great mercy for us, has put Jesus right next to us. He was totally innocent, but suffered the death we deserved. He took our eternal punishment, lived and died for us, and tells us that whoever will come to Him with their life and accept His gift will be forgiven of their sins forever. 
Jesus died to deal with our sin problem. He did something we never could do. We are loved more than we could ever dream.
Will you accept what Jesus has done? When you do, you are saved. You are rescued. Jesus is your Savior. 
ALTAR RESPONSE: 
Give an opportunity for students to respond to a salvation call. You may have students stand together, and have friends turn to each other and ask if they are putting their faith in Jesus for the first time. Have students come forward together.

POWERPOINT SLIDES

Slide 1 – Jesus Our Savior, Luke 23:32–49
Slide 2 – If we are going to grow in appreciation of our God, we need to remind ourself of what He did for us when it comes to our sin.
Slide 3 – Jesus Had to Die on the Cross for Us to Live with Him
Slide 4 – Luke 23:32–38
Slide 5 – We Have to Decide to Place Our Faith in Jesus and His Work on the Cross
Slide 6 – Luke 23:39–43
Slide 7 – All Have to Know about the Cross to Discover Who Jesus Is
Slide 8 – Luke 23:44–49




















OUTLINE TEMPLATE
TITLE: Jesus Our Savior
WRITTEN BY: John Ginnan
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: Luke 23:32–49
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: God eliminated our sin problem by doing something that we never could do.
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: Consider this a gospel call, campus missions call, and/or a Speed the Light tie-in. You may need Alive in Five or other gospel resources, Youth Alive Campus Missionary (or G5) commitment cards, and/or Speed the Light commitment cards.

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON: 
Eugene Cho and his family were living a comfortable middle-income lifestyle when they decided to do something radical to impact others around the world. Through saving funds, selling possessions they didn’t need, and simplifying their lifestyle, they were able to donate all of their income for an entire year to fight extreme global poverty. Seeing faces of people around the world who were struggling against overpowering forces drew them to take action.
They didn’t stop there. They started a movement where others could join them in giving up a day, a week, a month, or entire year of their income toward projects to fight extreme global poverty. Ten years from when Eugene and his wife Minhee first donated all of their $68,000 family income, millions of dollars had gone to projects around the world for children’s health, emergency relief, and global hunger through others who joined the movement to give up as little as one day of their own income (https://www.onedayswages.org/eugene-cho-founders-story/).
Stories of people sacrificing what they have for the benefit of others are inspiring to all of us. These are heroic people.
When we think of these stories, they are each a small example of how Jesus approaches all of us. The Bible teaches us that sin is an overpowering force in all of us, like extreme poverty that many people in our world experience. As much as we may want to stand against sin and everything it represents—disobedience to God, broken lives, and a future apart from God—the harsh reality is that we are stuck in it. There is no way out for us through our own strength. God had to do something we could never do for ourself. 
And the good news is that He did! Jesus lived a life and died a death marked by complete self-sacrifice, and every person who follows Jesus will grow in appreciation of how God did something that we could never do for ourself. As we continually see sin creep up from within our own heart, the more we see our own sinful desires and actions. We continually see how gracious God is to us.
But let’s be honest: We don’t remind our heart enough.
If we are going to grow in appreciation of our God, we need to remind ourself of what He did for us when it comes to our sin.
POINT 1: Jesus Died on the Cross for Us to Live with Him
· Luke 23:32–38
· Jesus is our Savior.
· Jesus is our substitute.
· Jesus died for us to live with Him.
POINT 2: We Need to Place Our Faith in Jesus and His Work on the Cross
· Luke 23:39–43
· Explore who Jesus is.
· Put your faith in Jesus.
· Live a life with Jesus.
POINT 3: All Need to Hear about the Jesus and Discover Who He Is
· Luke 23:44–49
· John 12:32
· The notoriety of the cross should tell us how much it mattered to people. 
· The ugliness of the cross should tell us how bad sin is. 
· The subject of the crucifixion, Jesus, should tell us how good God is. 
CLOSING CHALLENGE/APPLICATION:
We are all like the criminal hanging on the cross of our sin. Our sin is killing us and destroying our life, and we are broken and deserve all the blame. But God, in His great mercy for us, has put Jesus right next to us. He was totally innocent, but suffered the death we deserved. He took our eternal punishment, lived and died for us, and tells us that whoever will come to Him with their life and accept His gift will be forgiven of their sins forever. 
Jesus died to deal with our sin problem. He did something we never could do. We are loved more than we could ever dream.
Will you accept what Jesus has done? When you do, you are saved. You are rescued. Jesus is your Savior. 
ALTAR RESPONSE: 
Give an opportunity for students to respond to a salvation call. You may have students stand together, and have friends turn to each other and ask if they are putting their faith in Jesus for the first time. Have students come forward together.
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