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TITLE: Be the Key
WRITTEN BY: Lindsey Andrews 
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: John 13:1–20
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: We should strive daily to serve and love others as Jesus did while He was on earth.
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: Wash basin, water, towel

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON:
Elevation Church’s Holly Furtick told this story. One morning, a mom was making pancakes for breakfast for her kids—big pancakes, like the size of an entire plate. As she is cooking, one son asks, “Who gets the first pancake?” The mom suggests that they be like Jesus, so the older brother says to the younger brother, “You be like Jesus today.” Isn’t that funny? It’s true that we would rather someone else be like Jesus than to be like Jesus ourself when we truly want something. 
How many of us are like the older brother? When we want something, we’ll do whatever it takes even if that means we aren’t being like Jesus. Maybe we want to play the new video game first. Maybe we want to get the last word in an argument. Maybe we want to eat the first pancake instead of offering it to our younger brother.
But we can look at Jesus’ example to see what we should actually do.
During Jesus’ time, people either walked barefoot or wore sandals; however, these sandals were nothing like Birkenstocks, Chacos, or even Crocs. Because they didn’t have shoes like we have now and the roads were dirt, foot washing was a normal part of the culture. 
But in this passage of Scripture, Jesus was serving and washing feet. Can you imagine if you walked into someone’s home and Jesus knelt to wash your feet? How do you think you would respond? 
Regardless of what you might say or do, the whole reason for this was because Jesus wanted to set an example for His disciples—and for us—on what it means to truly serve one another.



POINT 1: Serving Is Loving
(Read John 13:1–5.)
In the first few verses of this passage, we see Jesus modeling servanthood to His disciples and showing His love for them by washing their feet. 
In this moment, Someone the disciples loved and respected began to serve them. It’s a humbling experience because who really wants to wash someone’s dirty, dusty, stinky feet? It takes a lot of love for another person to meet these needs. Jesus could have thought, “Let someone else love and serve My disciples like My Father in heaven, not Me.”
But He didn’t. He was willing to set aside what was expected in His culture to tangibly show His disciples just how much He loved them.
The world we live in is greedy and self-serving. The desire to make a name for ourself often overshadows what we are truly called to; rather than making our name known, Jesus called us to make His name known. And one of the ways we can make His name known is by following His example and showing our love for others by serving them.
The Bible tells us, “You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:5–8)
APPLICATION:
Love is countercultural in our world today, so we need to be obedient when God calls us to serve others in an unexpected way.
What is the Lord asking you to do today that may go against what others are doing? Are you listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit and being guided by Him? Are you living a selfish life only for yourself, or will you end up choosing a countercultural life so that Christ may be known?

POINT 2: Serving Is Messy
(Read John 13:6–11, 18–20.)
If you knew someone close to you was planning to give you over to be killed, do you think you could continue to love them? Do you think you could still serve them? 
Saying yes to these questions goes against everything in our culture. As humans, we tend to do things for others in order to get something in return. But what if what you “get” is death? Would you still love that person? 
The main thing we’re talking about today is that during His time on earth, Jesus set the example for servanthood, and we can look to His example as we follow God and serve imperfect people too. 
Jesus knew that in the days following the foot washing, there would be people who would reject and turn away from Him, yet He continued to practically show love to everyone. In a similar way, we should serve and be an example to those around us regardless of how they may respond. As we follow God’s will for our life, what we say and do may not be what is expected of us (or even accepted). But we need to set aside our self-serving attitudes and look for ways to serve the people around us. 
Jesus was a king but humbled himself as a servant because He was setting an example for the way we should live. Depending on how those around you are acting, serving them can be messy. But if we are also following God’s ways and His direction, all that matters is that we’re obedient to what He is telling us to do.
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
[Share a personal story about a time when you were hurt by a friend or family member and chose to continue to love them afterward.]
APPLICATION:
Again, there will be times when people we love hurt us. But just like the example that Jesus gave, our focus should be on the bigger picture. Despite what others might say or do, we are responsible to answer the calling to a life of servanthood and to complete the work that Jesus started. We must be the Church and serve the people in our home, local community, and the world, no matter how messy it might feel.

POINT 3: Serving Is Blessing
(Read John 13:12–17.)
Foot washing met a practical need in Jesus’ time. If it didn’t, there’s a chance the act wouldn’t have had as much of an impact on the recipients. In other words, if Jesus didn’t do something the disciples needed (or did something they didn’t need), it may not have been such a blessing to them.
As Christians, we can get caught up in the “acts” because it looks good on social media, we’re trying to prove ourself to others, or we think that’s what it means to follow God. But as we inspect our heart and motives, let’s ask: Are we doing what we want to, or are we really meeting peoples’ needs?
Walking in sandals on dusty roads every day, people needed their feet washed and Jesus was there and willing to meet this tangible need. Through something as simple as this, He made an incredible impact on the life of the disciples.
First John 3:18 says, “Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions.” By following Jesus’ example, we see how we can turn our love for others into action and become a blessing to them.
Serving is a blessing when it gets from the thought stage to the action stage. We often hear this saying that “It’s the thought that counts.” Good intentions are important, but to truly have an impact we need to be a blessing with our actions.
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
A young boy went to the local store with his mother. The shop owner, a kindly man, passed him a large jar of suckers and invited him to help himself to a handful. Uncharacteristically, the boy held back. So the shop owner pulled out a handful for him. When outside, the boy’s mother asked why he had suddenly been so shy and wouldn’t take a handful of suckers when offered. The boy replied, “Because his hand is much bigger than mine!” (https://ministry127.com/resources/illustration/his-hand-is-bigger-than-mine). 

CLOSING CHALLENGE/APPLICATION:
This is a silly example, but we can all be the “bigger hand” to help, serve, and be a blessing to others. God has created each of us to meet someone else’s needs and be an example of Jesus to them. We can be the key in introducing them to Jesus. Remember, we have all been called to serve the world around us, and have been given time, talents, and resources to do so. What we do with what we’ve been given will ultimately influence eternity.
ALTAR RESPONSE:
[You can bring a volunteer to the front and wash their feet as an illustration, either while telling the story or during the altar call.]
Will you be an example of Jesus for someone who needs to know Him? Will you humble yourself enough to serve others and be an example of His love? Will you do what you can to be a blessing even when it gets messy? Find a place in this room to pray and ask God to help you follow Jesus’ example of servanthood.
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OUTLINE TEMPLATE
TITLE: Be the Key
WRITTEN BY: Lindsey Andrews 
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: John 13:1–20
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: We should strive daily to serve and love others as Jesus did while He was on earth.
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: Wash basin, water, towel
OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON:
Elevation Church’s Holly Furtick told this story. One morning, a mom was making pancakes for breakfast for her kids—big pancakes, like the size of an entire plate. As she is cooking, one son asks, “Who gets the first pancake?” The mom suggests that they be like Jesus, so the older brother says to the younger brother, “You be like Jesus today.” Isn’t that funny? It’s true that we would rather someone else be like Jesus than to be like Jesus ourself when we truly want something. 
How many of us are like the older brother? When we want something, we’ll do whatever it takes even if that means we aren’t being like Jesus. Maybe we want to play the new video game first. Maybe we want to get the last word in an argument. Maybe we want to eat the first pancake instead of offering it to our younger brother.
But we can look at Jesus’ example to see what we should actually do.
During Jesus’ time, people either walked barefoot or wore sandals; however, these sandals were nothing like Birkenstocks, Chacos, or even Crocs. Because they didn’t have shoes like we have now and the roads were dirt, foot washing was a normal part of the culture. 
But in this passage of Scripture, Jesus was serving and washing feet. Can you imagine if you walked into someone’s home and Jesus knelt to wash your feet? How do you think you would respond? 
Regardless of what you might say or do, the whole reason for this was because Jesus wanted to set an example for His disciples—and for us—on what it means to truly serve one another.
POINT 1: Serving Is Loving
· John 13:1–5
· Jesus modeled servanthood and showed His love for the disciples by washing their feet. 
· One of the ways we can make Jesus’ name known is by following His example and showing our love for others by serving them.
· Philippians 2:5–8
POINT 2: Serving Is Messy
· John 13:6–11, 18–20
· There will be times when people we love hurt us. 
· Despite what they say or do, we are responsible to answer the calling to a life of servanthood, and to complete the work that Jesus started.
POINT 3: Serving Is Blessing
· John 13:12–17
· Jesus was willing to meet a tangible need and made an incredible impact on the life of the disciples.
· 1 John 3:18 
· Serving is a blessing when it gets from the thought stage to the action stage. 
CLOSING CHALLENGE / APPLICATION:
God has created each of us to meet someone else’s needs and be an example of Jesus to them. We can be the key in introducing them to Jesus. Remember, we have all been called to serve the world around us, and have been given time, talents, and resources to do so. What we do with what we’ve been given will ultimately influence eternity.
ALTAR RESPONSE:
[You can bring a volunteer to the front and wash their feet as an illustration, either while telling the story or during the altar call.]
Will you be an example of Jesus for someone who needs to know Him? Will you humble yourself enough to serve others and be an example of His love? Will you do what you can to be a blessing even when it gets messy? Find a place in this room to pray and ask God to help you follow Jesus’ example of servanthood.
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