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What Will Heaven Be Like?
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Everyone has questions about what heaven will be like.
Gary Larson, one of the funniest cartoonists ever,
addressed the question in one of his FAR SIDE cartoons.
He had a man sitting on a cloud with a halo on his head
and angel wings doing nothing and no one else in sight.
His expression is like that of Tom Hanks when he was
marooned on an island in the movie, CASTAWAY, with all
the time in the world and nothing to do. The caption
said, “..Wish I'd brought a magazine.”

Over the years |'ve been asked all kinds of questions
about Heaven. Like, “Will there be coffee in heaven?”
“Will heaven be one long, boring worship service?” “Will
my dog be in heaven?” “Will there be golf in heaven?”
Yes, there will be golf in heaven. I'm not sure about the
others. (Just kidding.)

The Bible gives a number of indications what heaven will
be like. For example, when John was given a glimpse of
heaven here’s what he wrote:

“After this | saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from
every nation and tribe and people and language, standing
in front of the throne and before the Lamb. They were
clothed in white robes and held palm branches in their
hands. And they were shouting with a great roar
‘Salvation comes from our God who sits on the throne
and from the Lamb!"” (Revelation 7:9-10, NLT)

Heaven won’t be one long worship service. But at this
one, men and women from every culture and corner on
earth, every nation, language, background, ethnicity, and
tribe are all dressed alike in white robes, doing one thing:
praising GOD and JESUS for our salvation!

Revelation 21:4 tells us there won’t be any more tears or
crying, death or dying, pain or suffering “because the old
order of things have passed away.”

Jonathan Edwards said, “Even the very best of men, are,
on earth, imperfect. But it is not so in heaven. There shall
be no pollution or deformity or offensive defect of any
kind, seen in any person or thing; but every one shall be
perfectly pure, and perfectly lovely in heaven.”

Wouldn’t it be great if there was some way, somehow,
some place where we could experience a little of that
here ... now? Jesus suggested there is. When He taught
His disciples to pray, He told them to pray like this, “Our
Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom
come, your will be done, ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN
..” (Matthew 6:9-10). In other words, pray for God's will
to be done ON EARTH as it is IN HEAVEN.

But where would that be?

| believe it’s His Church. If there’s one place where
people ought to see heaven on earth, if there’s one place
where you ought to be able to find people praying for
and living out God’s will on earth as it is in heaven, it
should be the church. The church should also be a place
where you see people from every background, age and
stage of life, race, class and ethnicity imaginable.

Derwin Gray said, “The gospel Paul preached destroyed
racism (“neither Jew nor Greek”), economic classism
(“neither slave nor free”), and gender inequality (“no
male and female”). The local church should be a mosaic
that the world looks at and says, ‘So that’s what heaven
looks like.""

Think about that for a moment and you'll start wishing
you could experience that. Here's the good news: you
can. Attend a local church and get actively involved.

It's a little bit of heaven on earth.

Blessings, . ’
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That You May Believe: A Journey Through John's Gospel

The Gospel of John is a bold and beautiful invitation to know Jesus—not just to know about Him, but to believe in Him and
have life in His name. Unlike the other Gospel writers, John’s purpose is explicitly clear: “These are written so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31).

In this series, “That You May Believe,” we will journey through key moments in John’s Gospel—signs, conversations,
miracles, and declarations—that reveal who Jesus truly is. From the Word made flesh, to the Good Shepherd, to the
Resurrection and the Life, John leads us again and again to the heart of faith: trusting in Jesus as Savior and Lord.

Whether you’ve walked with Jesus for years or are just beginning to ask questions about Him, this series is for you. As we
open the pages of John’s Gospel, our prayer is that each of us would come face to face with the living Christ—and that we

would believe. And in believing, that we would find life. True life. Eternal life.

Let’s open our hearts and minds to the One who came so that we may believe.

Following the Worship Service
Sunday, October 26"

Don’t miss this fun time of food & fellowship!




ESTABLISH YOUR M’lt

Establish Your Heart

Read James 5:7-8 (ESV)

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the
Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of
the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the
early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.

Reflect

What are you looking forward to the most about the
coming of the Lord?

Have you ever wondered what is taking so long? Why
hasn’t Jesus come back yet? We look around and we
see the signs. Jesus said, “...you will hear of wars and
rumors of wars...For nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines
and earthquakes in various places” (Matthew 24:6-7).
We watch the news on any given day and we see those
things happening and we wonder, is it today? Is it
tomorrow? We long for Jesus' return. The suffering on
earth is immense. It is hard to witness and agonizing to
experience and endure.

That is why | find James’ words in today’s verses so
encouraging. James had just called out the wealthy
wicked for their evil deeds. He assured them that the
Commander of the armies of heaven took notice, and
that swift judgment was coming upon them. Now, he
turns back to address and exhort his fellow believers.
“Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the
Lord.”

I don’t know about you, but patience is not a strength
of mine. It is hard to wait for anything, but it is
especially hard to wait when there is suffering involved.
The longer we suffer the more prone we are to doubt
and question. Is it ever going to happen?

That is why James urged the believers to “establish your
hearts.” In other words, settle the matter in your heart
and be steadfast. The Lord is coming back. And while
none of us know the day or the hour (Matthew 24:36),
His return is imminent. He could come at any moment!
That should strengthen our resolve and shore up our
faith.

| also find it easier to be patient when | know that there is
a good reason for the delay. James used the analogy of a
farmer waiting until his crops received the rains needed
to be ripe for the harvest to show that there is a purpose
to God's timing. Jesus is not just sitting around waiting for
nothing.

The apostle Peter explained, “The Lord is not slow to
fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that
all should reach repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). What we
perceive as His delay is really His incredible patience with
us. Wise farmers don’t pull up their produce before it is
ready to be harvested. Like farmers, we should patiently
wait until the harvest is ready.

Friends, | know this life is hard. It isn’t easy to wait
patiently for Jesus’ return. But don’t get discouraged.
Keep looking forward to His coming. Establish your hearts
on this truth: He is coming. And soon. Every day is one
day closer.

Respond

Lord, | confess that some days it is hard to wait for Your
return. There is so much suffering in this world. But |
know that You have a purpose in Your delay and that
Your timing is perfect. Strengthen my heart to continue to
wait patiently for You no matter what | face in the future.
Amen.

Reveal

When someone shares their frustration with the
brokenness of the world, listen well, then offer to pray
with them—asking God to give both of you patience and
hope as you wait for His perfect timing.
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This year, instead of signing up to bring treats for Bible

‘ ‘ U@DAY Mg&mﬁé‘s }@ﬂ!)::{OA o ' Buddies each week, we are seeking monetary donations so

How do we faithfully follow the Lord while
living in a place and culture opposed to the
very things of God?

we can purchase the treats that we need.

We have a donation container on the foyer table for your
donations.

, ; ; . Thank you for your help in making our Bible Buddies
That's precisely the question Daniel faced. X

In this Bible study through the 12 chapters
in the book of Daniel, you’II discover how If you have questions, you can check with Dixie.

Daniel resisted the pressure to comply. FromtheChurchSecretarv

program a success.

The book of Daniel is a fascinating mix of
stories about Daniel in exile and his
prophecies about coming kingdoms and
the end times. This Bible study explores
Daniel's life in Babylon and his prophetic

ESchooI is back in session. If you want something in
: the bulletin or in the on screen announcements, | :
: need the information by close of business on

§Wednesday before the announcement is to run.

visions in which earthly rulers and heavenly : I'm still planning to be in the office on Tuesdays and
powers collide. gThursdays about 9 am and will be there until the

: day’s work is done (1-4 hours typically). If you need
Join us each Tuesday morn/'ng th/’sfa//_l Esomething and | am not here, just leave a note on

 the desk . Thanks.

We'll see you there! Julie

————————————————————_——_—ﬁ

I Christmas Poinsettia Orders

A sign-up sheet to order your Memorial Poinsettia will be on the table in the church
foyer beginning Sunday, October 12, 2025.

The cost per plant is $15.00 each. Please make your check payable to First Church of Christ with
I the word ‘Poinsettia’ on the memo line. You can also mail or drop off your payment to the
|church office.

Orders for the plants will be taken until November 2. The plants will be delivered to the church
later in November and used to help decorate the sanctuary for Christmas.

Sunday, October 12 - Pastor Appreciation Day

. October is Pastor Appreciation Month, and this Sundayis a
good time to thank your pastor for the countless ways he
pours into the church. A simple handwritten note or one
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thoughtful gesture can remind him that his work is deeply
valued and appreciated! And his birthday is this month, too!
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¢l am finding some information (current address
. or phone, birthday, anniversary date, etc.), is not
- right in our records. If you aren’t sure if your
Einformation is right, please call Julie on Tuesday
. or Thursday morning or take a form from the

- table in the foyer, complete it and leave it in the
Eoffice. Thank you!

~ Cherokee

" The Gardens

- Darlene Nelson (#108) 712-434-5311
Delores Wheeler (#402) 712-229-5418

= ==

Heartland Care — Marcus
Charlotte Barnes (#209) 712-229-3244
Della Rupp (#201)

Connie Johnson (#301) i

" Accura — Cherokee

Randy Cox (#206) .
| Glenn Wallace (#206) 919-815-0334 '

' The Beck

{ Joanne Nelson (#106) 712-229-9202

1 Home i

1 Bea Carver i
] 1123 W. Bluff St. B

' 712-225-2656 '

UPDATED
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We've purchased unlimited access to
thousands of Christian videos and are giving
free access to everyone in our church.

Get Free Access

1. Contact the church office
for an email invite

ronefPad - chromecast Roxu  andold  firery

Birthdays ; ,
2nd—GabrielCadwallader e
3rd—Paula Burch & Jordan Huff P
14th—Jean Heschke .
18th—Hadley Schroeder

19th—Simon Stoll

20th—Eleanor Johnston

27th—David Hall

29th—Sharon Henkel

30th—Randy Cox & Sherri Ludvigson

If you have an October birthday (or anniversary), and |
missed getting you on the list, please let me know
and | will get our records updated. | apologize if | did
miss someone. Thank you. Julie

MCS Birthday Party .
October 11

5. Kevin Schmillen is hosting

O Bible Study - Tuesdays 10:30 a.m.
Homemakers - 2nd Thursday 9:30 a.m.
Scout Troop 107 - Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m.
Bible Buddies - Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Quilt Batts Connections (Sewing Days) -
First Full Weekend (Friday @ 9 a.m. & Saturday all
day)

O Quilt Batts Meetings -

3rd Tuesday 7:00 p.m.

O oo od
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5 12 19 26
Children's Church Children’s Church Children’s Church Children's Church
Sholeen Sparks Polly Fishman Dixie Draper Angela Hall
Children’s Sunday School | Children's Sunday School | Children's Sunday School | Children's Sunday School

Sholeen Sparks

Polly Fishman

Dixie Draper

Angela Hall

Shut-In Communion

Shut-In Communion

Shut-in Communion

Shut-In Communion

Kevin Schmillen

David Hall

Larry Heschke

Kirk Nelson

Communion Coordinator

Communion Coordinator

Communion Coordinator

Communion Coordinator

Mike Sparks

Kirk Nelson

Barry Nelson

Larry Heschke

Communion Message

Communion Message

Communion Message

Communion Message

David Hall David Hall Kirk Nelson Mike Sparks
Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader
Sharon Henkel David Hall Sharon Henkel David Hall
Piano Piano Piano Piano
N/A Eleanor Johnston N/A N/A
Singers Singers Singers Singers
Nancy Nelson Angela Hall Angela Hall David Hall
David Hall Larry Heschke
PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint

Braella Inman

Nancy Nelson

Braella Inman

Nancy Nelson

Sound Sound Sound Sound
Mike Sparks Larry Heschke Mike Sparks Larry Heschke
Janitorial Janitorial Janitorial Janitorial
Dixie Draper Dixie Draper Rita Pearson Rita Pearson

Kevin Schmillen

Kevin Schmillen

Kevin Schmillen

Kevin Schmillen
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October 12, 2025

Following the Morning Worship Service

CHRISTIAN HOMEMAKERS

OCTOBER 9, 2025 @ 9:30 AM AT THE CHURCH

JEAN IS HOSTING, HAS THE DEVOTIONS AND THE
HEIRLOOM TO SHARE

Date

Offering

Attendance

8/31/2025

$1,641.00

On Campus: 45
Online: 25
Total: 70

9/7/2025

$1,237.50

On Campus: 71
Online: 14
Total: 85

9/14/2025

$1,707.00

On Campus: 41
Online: 22
Total: 63

9/21/2025

$1,625.60

On Campus: 53
Online: 13
Total: 66

9/28/2025

$1,160.00

On Campus: 34
Online: 22
Total: 56




1 Nominations

i

Deadiine for Submission: November 2, 2025

It is time once again to consider your nominations for our Board of Elders and Deacons for the upcoming year. Included in this
newsletter is a nomination form. The form gives a description of the type of person who is eligible to be nominated to our board.

We ask that you read these carefully and refer to the scriptures cited in the description. Consider your nominations through
thoughtful prayer.

We also ask that you do not nominate someone whose current term has not yet expired. The term expiration dates are listed next
to each of the current board members names. If their term does not expire at the end of 2025 please do not nominate them as
they will continue to serve until their term has expired.

Nominating someone doesn’t mean the person will accept the nomination or that they are eligible. The current board members
will contact your nominees to find out if they are both eligible and whether or not they will accept your nominations.

Nominations are due no later than November 2, 2025. They can be mailed in to the office or brought in and put in the nomination
box located on the table in the lobby. The election of board members will take place on December 14, 2025. Election ballots will be
available on that day in the lobby and in the bulletins. We ask that you attend worship that day to turn in your ballots.

The Annual Congregational Meeting will then take place following worship services on Sunday, January 4, 2026. We highly encour-
age you to attend the Annual Congregational Meeting. If you have something you want to address at that meeting, please contact
the office to be placed on the agenda.

Those of you who lead small groups or ministries please begin thinking about and submitting your annual report for publication in
the First Church of Christ 2025 Annual Report. Please have your reports typed in a Word document and attach it to an email to be
sent the office at office@cherokeefcc.com.

QRIEF SUPPORT

- I'acing the Mourning

4 -Session Criel Support Croup

Li{)i with Loss s

1421 & 28| 3-4 30 PM | Private Hoe

VATOVE SuPPATt group densgaed 1o Relp with the gae
ghtpro

Grief Support Group e o e

Alearning and sharing series s

for those who grieve. To Register:
Join us for a 12-week Grief Support Group . Caill: 712-225-6459

at Cherokee Public Library 215 South 2nd Street Cherokee, 1A
Wednesdays from 2:00-3:30pm

October 1st - December 17th, 2025
$40.00 for 12 d donati

Register by caling Cherokee Regronai Hospice at 712-225-6459 or folfow the QR code below!

rokee Regional EgEs®

= Hospice {

BLO QO for 4 sesmons. supmested doration

Cherokee Regional

,—%Hosplce
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THE LORD DOES NOT LOOK AT THE THINGS
PEOPLE LOOK AT. PEOPLE LOOK AT THE
OUTSIDE OF A PERSON. BUT THE LORD
LOOKS AT WHAT IS IN THE HEART."

1 SAMUEL 1618

BIBLE
BUDDIES

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
PreK - 5th grades

First Church of Christ
772 N. 2nd Street
Cherokee, IA 51012
(712) 225-2667

Please continue to collect pull tabs to donate to the
Ronald McDonald House. Bring them to the church
anytime. Let’s see if we can collect 14 pounds of
tabs this Bible Buddies season!

First Church of Christ
772 N. 2™ Street
Cherokee, IA 51012
(712) 225-2667

MISSIONS THE CHURCH SUPPORTS

—

Purses and Tailetries for Women in Need

ACCGF]‘I‘VI& Jonaﬁans 0{ new or 92"”9 IISGJ PWSES or
hﬂﬂdbdﬂs and ;mler'ry &ems {0 {(” our hand'baﬂs‘

Handlnags With Hape is meant o bless women
sfm%fmg from abuse and addichion

Hems Needed-’
. 11007%60' ushes ® Mm)pons

. *oo#»pas;e o lofion

o mouth wash * soap
o deodorant o shampoo
J Paa‘s o condifioner




