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If you are like me, you probably had a few nicknames
growing up. Some of them were okay, as they picked
up a positive feature in your life. But some of them
were painful, as they picked up on a negative feature
of your life. I was saddled with one nickname I
absolutely despised as it highlighted a particularly
embarrassing feature of my appearance. And no, I am
not going to tell you what it was!

Isaiah provided us with several nicknames for the
coming Messiah. Writing over 700 years before the
birth of Jesus, Isaiah was able to pick up on several
features that highlighted the life and ministry of
Jesus: “He will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”
(Isaiah 9:6b). Pretty incredible list of nicknames! For
today, we will just consider the first one, “Wonderful
Counselor.”

Jesus is “wonderful” or better, the one full of wonder.
Coming from a root meaning “extraordinary,
miraculous, or hard to comprehend,” Isaiah gave us
insight into the core nature of Jesus. Being born of a
virgin (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:23) was certainly an
extraordinary and miraculous way to start his life!
That Jesus was hard to comprehend was evidenced
by the fact that even his cousin John wondered
about him (cf. Luke 7:20), and his disciples
questioned who he was well into his ministry (cf. Luke
8:25). It shouldn’t come as a surprise when questions
about him still arise within us!

 Jesus is also the wonderful “counselor.” He is the
one who can help make sense of things when
everything seems senseless. The Apostle John picked
up the theme of “counselor” in his gospel by using
the Greek paraclete, the one who comes alongside
and walks with you. That Jesus promised “another
counselor” (John 14:16) indicates he was the first one
while another was on the way. The Holy Spirit
continues the work of Jesus to guide us and when
necessary, convict us of both sin and righteousness
(John 16:7-10). In all he is still Immanuel, choosing to
be the “God with us.”

He Will Be Called

Now to connect the two words. Jesus is the one full
of wonder and no matter how long we walk with him,
he will still surprise and at times even confuse us. He
is the counselor who at times could not feel closer
to us yet at times could not feel farther away. But
that is when we stand on the promise of His word,
that he will never forsake us (Heb. 13:5) and is in the
process of working out all things for our good and
his glory (Rom. 8:28). Isaiah was correct in calling
Jesus the Messiah a “wonderful counselor.”

In this Advent season, spend some time reflecting on
how Jesus has been a “wonderful counselor” in your
life. Celebrate the marvel of the Word becoming
flesh to live among us (cf. John 1:14), of God
invading our humanity, as the infinite became an
infant. Thank him that in times of clarity or
confusion, he has never abandoned nor left you as
orphaned (John 14:18). As the “Wonderful
Counselor,” Jesus has given you a new nickname:
child of the King. That is one of the best nicknames
ever and it will last forever. Glory to the newborn
King!

Blessings,

December 1
Treton Huff

December 5
Rhonda Wiese

December 7
Ozzton Inman

December 9
Claudia Schulke

December 10
Dianne S. (MCS Staff)

December 11
Ulises Placido

December 13
Guy Fishman

Delores Wheeler

December 17
Makenna Gray (BB)

December 19
Ruth Dean

December 20
Sawyer Hilt (BB)

December 23
Tanya W. (MCS Staff)

December 24
Larry & Jean Heschke

December 26
Gloria Anderson



The Shepherds at Christmas
“Today in the city of David there has been born for you
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” —Luke 2:11 (NASB)

When you hear “Christmas,” what word comes to
mind? Jesus? Mary? Joseph? Bethlehem? Presents?
I’m going to go out on a limb and guess that the word
was not “shepherds.”

On the night of Jesus’s birth, the Lord sent an angel to
tell shepherds the amazing news: “Do not be afraid; for
behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be
for all the people; for today in the city of David there
has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord”
(Luke 2:10–11).
God choosing shepherds for this life-changing news
was significant in several ways.

First, in Jesus’s day, the role of a shepherd was not at
the top of the job-wanted list. 

A shepherd was viewed as a simple, lowly, and
unlearned man.

Years ago, there was a country song entitled,
“Mammas, Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up to Be
Cowboys.” In Jesus’s day the song could have been,
“Mammas, Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up to Be
Shepherds.” The fact that God chose shepherds to be
the first to hear of Jesus’s birth makes a huge
statement. The baby in the manger came for all people
but especially for those who are lowly and
brokenhearted (4:18).

Jesus came for us.

Second, the shepherds ran to the baby in the manger.

The text says, “The shepherds began saying to one
another, ‘Let us go straight to Bethlehem.’…They came
in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and
the baby as He lay in the manger” (2:15–16). The
shepherds took off running. They threw down their
shepherding tools, left their flock, and ran as fast as
they could to find the Christ child. Upon arriving they
were captivated with the child who was lying in the
manger. Why? This baby was their Messiah, Savior! This
baby was the Lamb of God! They knew their lives would
never be the same.

Run as fast as you can to Jesus. Become captivated
with Jesus. You will never be the same!

Third, the shepherds couldn’t keep quiet about the
birth of Jesus.

“After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what
had happened and what the angel had said to them
about this child” (2:17). The first messengers to share
about the birth of Jesus were shepherds. And they
told everyone!

This Christmas we, too, can spread the word about the
greatest Present ever: the Savior of the world.

Just like the shepherds, we are chosen. Run to Jesus.
Be captivated by Him. Tell everyone!

Thank you to all who contributed to this year’s
special Harvest Offering on November 19th. The
total recieved was an amazing $11,670 towards
this year’s goal of $15,000. Those still wishing to
contribute should mark their checks or
envelopes with the words “Harvest Offering “ on
the memo line. Thank you so much for your
generous support of First Church of Christ and
our ministry to the community.

Come and Behold Him. Invite your friends, family and neighbors to join you at our
Annual Christmas Eve Service taking place at 5:00pm on Sunday evening, December

24th. This year we will enjoy a special program entitled “Christmas Through the
Carols.” In attempt to remember well the gift God sent to us, we will share the

Christmas story as recorded by some of the greatest carols of our faith. Plan now to
take part in this beautiful celebration of our Savior’s birth.



Happy
New Year

O F F I C E  W I L L  B E  C L O S E D
J A N U A R Y  1 ,  2 0 2 4

11/5

Offering  $3,692.25

On Campus Attendance  87

Online Attendance  14

Total Attendance  101

11/12

Offering  $2,665.25

On Campus Attendance  73

Online Attendance  16

Total Attendance  89

11/19

Offering  $1,454.90

Harvest Offering $11,670.00

On Campus Attendance  110

Online Attendance  20

Total Attendance  130

11/26

Offering  $1,849.35

On Campus Attendance  72

Online Attendance  18

Total Attendance  90

Attendance & Offering

Merry
Christmas

T H E  O F F I C E  W I L L  B E  C L O S E D  
D E C E M B E R  2 5 In Memory Of

P O I N S E T T I A S

S t e v e  B u c k
( b y  R i t a  P e a r s o n )

W a y n e  B u c k
( b y  R i t a  P e a r s o n )

S t e v e  B u c k
( b y  H u l d a  S c h m i t t )

W a y n e  B u c k
( b y  H u l d a  S c m i t t )

V e r a  G a n o
( b y  L a v e r n e  G a n o )

G e o r g e ,  F e r n ,  &  C o n n i e  C o c k b u r n
( b y  C u r t  &  R h o n d a  W i e s e )

P a u l  &  M a x i n e  J e n n e s s
( b y  P a u l a  B u r c h )

N e a l   J o h n s t o n
R u t h  &  F r e e m a n  C o n l e y

( b y  B o b  &  E l e a n o r  J o h n s t o n )

L o v e d  O n e s  G o n e  B e f o r e  U s
( b y  D a v i d  &  A n g e l a  H a l l )

H e l e n  C l a r k  
K e n n y  B r a n d t

( b y  D e l l a  R u p p )

D e a n  N e l s o n
( b y  K i r k  &  M a r c i a  N e l s o n )

W a l l y  &  E s t h e r  E r i c k s o n
( b y  K i r k  &  M a r c i a  N e l s o n )

R o d n e y  H a z e n ,  
K e r m i t  &  K a t h r y n  H a z e n

( b y  J o y c e  S a l t e r )

G e n e  S c h u l k e
( b y  C l a u d i a  S c h u l k e )

H a r o l d  &  B e v  H e s c h k e
( b y  K e v i n  &  T w y l a  S c h m i l l e n )



Deacon & Elder Elections on December 10, 2023
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