Controversy: Calvinism vs. Arminianism
Is God sovereign over all things?	Yes		No
What does that mean?



Do humans make choices? 	Yes		No
Do human choices affect or change God’s sovereignty?

How do human choices and God’s sovereignty interact…
· In the salvation of people?


· In Faith?



· In life?



Did God desire that sin enter the world?

Did God cause it to happen?

How does sin entering the world and God’s sovereignty interact?


Can humans make “good” choices or do “good” things even as unregenerate sinners?



Opening verses:
Acts 13:48
"And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed."
John 6:44,65
"No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day."
2 Peter 3:9
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
Luke 7:30
30 but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.




Calvinism:
God is sovereign over everything and has predestined the outcome of all things.
Arminianism:
God is sovereign, but does not dictate everything.  God has designed the world and humans in a certain way that allows for some autonomy (free will).
Implications:
Calvinism:
God pre-determines/predestines the eternal destinies of all people.
Arminianism:
People make free will choices in response to God that affect eternal destinies.
Calvinism:
T.U.L.I.P.
Total depravity:
The fall has resulted in spiritual death to all people.
Fallen humanity is now blind/deaf to spiritual truth.
Fallen humanity is now under the control of Satan and in bondage to sin.
Fallen humanity is left in a dead state, totally unable to repent, to believe the Gospel, or to come to Christ.
Romans 3:9-12



Unconditional Election:
God chooses which individuals who receive salvation, and this is not based upon a knowledge of who will receive him, but upon his good and soverign will.
God has an elect people whom he has chosen to grant salvation.
God’s choice is not based upon any foreseen faith or good works
Faith and good works are the result, not the grounds of predestination.
Rom.8:28 - Rom.8:33
Limited atonement:
Christ’s death was for the salvation of all God’s chosen/elect people.
Christ death actually accomplished salvation, not simply made it possible.
Jesus was sent into the world to save just the people whom the Father had given him.
Christ’s saving work was intended to save a particular people.
John.6:35 - John.6:40
Irresistible Grace:
The Holy Spirit regenerates every one of God’s chosen people, enabling them to believe.
Every one whom the Father has chosen and for whom Christ died, will certainly experience the application of that salvation by the Holy Spirit.
Spiritual Regeneration is an inward change in man performed solely by the Holy Spirit and is not dependent upon man's help or cooperation.
Repentance and Faith are divine gifts which are the result, not the cause, of the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit.
John 6:37
Perseverance of the saints:
All who make a professeion of faith are eternally secure, whether or not they keep up their faith.
Romans 8:35-39
Arminianism
God desires that all people be saved.
2 Peter 3:9
Humans can resist the will of God
Luke 7:30
Jeremiah 7:23-26
Humans have free will
John 3:16-18
Calvinism:
Sin infects every area of life.  So that even the good things we would do are tainted and twisted.  Therefore, humans cannot do good.
Sin has blinded humans souls, therefore cannot see God, cannot understand spiritual realities without first being reborn by the work of the holy spirit.
Since no one can come to Christ except by the power of the Holy Spirit.  People who do not come to Christ have not been granted the Holy Spirit, because no one can resist God’s calling
Meaning: God chooses who goes to heaven/hell
We do not/cannot make that choice for ourselves
Arminianism:
Humans can do good things.
God has given us free-will as an act of true love
To either choose him or not
Salvation is an individual’s act of believing and placing faith in the work of Christ.
Salvation can be lost if ones life is continually led in the opposite direction of Christ.
Context
CatholicismLutherindulgences (righteousness earned/bought)
Reformation: 1st Gen: The Bible is how we know anything
Not tradition of church
2nd Generation: Calvin
“camps” Geological
Christianity at war w/each other
Covenantal communities
“I’m right, you’re wrong”
Jacob arminius 
Student to calvins successor
Response to this system
Origins of the debate: history 
Considerations:
For Calvinism:
· If God causes everything to happen, then sin entering the world was caused by God.
· If God caused sin to enter the world, then why are humans held responsible for it?
· If God pre-ordained the outcomes, then what is the point of praying?
· How do you explain God changing his mind, based upon the prayers/actions of others?
· How can God desire that none should perish but come to repentance, yet pre-determine some made for the purpose of destruction?
· How is Jeremiah 19:5 possible?
· Why is unbelief condemned, if it is God’s will?
· Why is lack of faith a concern in those who don’t exhibit it if it was never given as a gift in the first place?
· If man can do nothing good (total depravity) then explain how unsaved people can accomplish good, self-less, sacrificial acts?
· If God chooses who does/doesn’t make it into heaven (unconditional election) what’s the point of creating the reprobate? Especially, since God can obviously create a sinless existence (New heavens/earth)
· If Jesus’ sacrifice is only for a pre-ordained group (Limited atonement) how do we explain all of the non-exclusive verses.
· If God’s will on someone’s life is irresistible (irrisistible grace) how do we understand the accounts of people going against his will?
· If all the elect, who are saved, are eternally secure regardless of lifestyle, what’s the point of calling people to a particular lifestyle? And, how do you explain people who fall away?
For Arminianism:
· If God has determined from the foundations of the world someone to be saved, how then can he be soveriegn and all powerful if that person rejects God?
· If Jesus’ sacrifice only made it possible for people to be saved, it is plausible that no-one would accept that and Jesus would have died for nothing.
· If Jesus died a sacrificial death as a propitiation for all people, then was his death in vain for some, was it ineffective for them?
· If why do you believe in Christ is based upon something you did, then its not by faith and the grace of God, but something you do.
· If God truly loves everyone why would you allow some to go to Hell? Why would he let that be an option?
· If not to salvation, then what is being pre-ordained by God?
· How do you interpret all the verses that very clearly exhibit an exclusive people who will be saved/are elect?
· When God’s word the desires of the heart are only evil, how can they do good?
· Does one come to Christ based upon human understanding or spiritual understanding?
