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Session 1:



Intro to Biblical Theology





Temple:
• The place where God dwells with man.
• The place where God communes with man.
• The place where heaven and earth converge.



“Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely Yahweh is in 
this place, and I did not know it.’ And he was afraid and said, ‘How 
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and 
this is the gate of heaven.’”

Genesis 28:16–17



“And Yahweh God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there 
he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground 
Yahweh God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the 
sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the 
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.’”

Genesis 2:8–9



“A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided 
and became four rivers.’”

Genesis 2:10



“… therefore Yahweh God sent him out from the garden of Eden to 
work the ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man, 
and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a 
flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of 
life .’”

Genesis 3:23–24



Tabernacle
“Let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.”

Exodus 25:8



Courtesy of David A. Falk



“And you shall make a veil of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and 
fine twined linen. It shall be made with cherubim skillfully worked 
into it.”

Exodus 26:31

“… he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every 
way to guard the way to the tree of life.”

Genesis 3:24



The Tabernacle

Richard E. Averbeck, “Tabernacle,” in Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch
(Downer’s Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2003), 808.



“Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of 
Yahweh filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the 
tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of 
Yahweh filled the tabernacle.”

Exodus 40:34–35



“Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the 
elders of Israel went up, and they saw the God of Israel. There was 
under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very 
heaven for clearness. And he did not lay his hand on the chief men 
of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank.”

Exodus 24:9–11



“Now when the king lived in his house and Yahweh had given him 
rest from all his surrounding enemies, the king said to Nathan the 
prophet, ‘See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God 
dwells in a tent.’ And Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that is in 
your heart, for Yahweh is with you.’”

2 Samuel 7:1–3



“But that same night the word of Yahweh came to Nathan, ‘Go and 
tell my servant David, “Thus says Yahweh: Would you build me a 
house to dwell in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought 
up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent for my dwelling. In all places where I have 
moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of 
the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people 
Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’”

2 Samuel 7:4–7



“‘Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, “Thus 
says Yahweh of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following 
the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. And I 
have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, 
like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a 
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may 
dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men 
shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I 
appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest 
from all your enemies. Moreover, Yahweh declares to you that 
Yahweh will make you a house.”’”

2 Samuel 7:8–11



“When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I 
will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your 
body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for 
my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I 
will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he 
commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the 
stripes of the sons of men, but my steadfast love will not depart 
from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 
And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 
before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’ In accordance 
with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan 
spoke to David.”

2 Samuel 7:12–17



“Around all the walls of the house he carved engraved figures of 
cherubim and palm trees and open flowers, in the inner and outer 
rooms.”

1 Kings 6:29

“For the entrance to the inner sanctuary he made doors of olive-
wood; the lintel and the doorposts were five-sided. He covered the 
two doors of olivewood with carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and 
open flowers. He overlaid them with gold and spread gold on the 
cherubim and on the palm trees.”

1 Kings 6:31–32



“The capitals were on the two pillars and also above the rounded 
projection which was beside the latticework. There were two 
hundred pomegranates in two rows all around, and so with the other 
capital.”

1 Kings 7:20

“…the lampstands of pure gold, five on the south side and five on 
the north, before the inner sanctuary.”

1 Kings 7:49



“And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the 
house of Yahweh, so that the priests could not stand to minister 
because of the cloud, for the glory of Yahweh filled the house of 
Yahweh.”

1 Kings 8:11



“As I looked, behold, a stormy wind came out of the north, and a 
great cloud, with brightness around it, and fire flashing forth 
continually, and in the midst of the fire, as it were gleaming metal.”

Ezekiel 1:4

“And from the midst of it came the likeness of four living creatures. 
And this was their appearance: they had a human likeness, but each 
had four faces, and each of them had four wings.”

Ezekiel 1:5–6



“… their wings touched one another…. And their wings were spread 
out above. Each creature had two wings, each of which touched the 
wing of another, while two covered their bodies.”

Ezekiel 1:9

“And the living creatures darted to and fro, like the appearance of a 
flash of lightning.”

Ezekiel 1:14



“Over the heads of the living creatures there was the likeness of an 
expanse, shining like awe-inspiring crystal, spread out above their 
heads.”

Ezekiel 1:22



“And above the expanse over their heads there was the likeness of a 
throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated above the likeness of 
a throne was a likeness with a human appearance. And upward from 
what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it were gleaming 
metal, like the appearance of fire enclosed all around. And 
downward from what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it 
were the appearance of fire, and there was brightness around him. 
Like the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the day of 
rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all around.
Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of Yahweh. 
And when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one 
speaking.”

Ezekiel 1:26–28



“Then he said to me, ‘The guilt of the house of Israel and Judah is 
exceedingly great. The land is full of blood, and the city full of 
injustice. For they say, “Yahweh has forsaken the land, and Yahweh 
does not see.” As for me, my eye will not spare, nor will I have pity; 
I will bring their deeds upon their heads.’”

Ezekiel 9:9–10



“Then I looked, and behold, on the expanse that was over the heads 
of the cherubim there appeared above them something like a 
sapphire, in appearance like a throne.”

Ezekiel 10:1



“Now the cherubim were standing on the south side of the house, 
when the man went in, and a cloud filled the inner court. And the 
glory of Yahweh went up from the cherub to the threshold of the 
house, and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was 
filled with the brightness of the glory of Yahweh. And the sound of 
the wings of the cherubim was heard as far as the outer court, like 
the voice of God Almighty when he speaks.”

Ezekiel 10:3–5



“Then the glory of Yahweh went out from the threshold of the house 
and stood over the cherubim. And the cherubim lifted up their wings 
and mounted up from the earth before my eyes as they went out, 
with the wheels beside them. And they stood at the entrance of the 
east gate of the house of Yahweh, and the glory of Israel was over 
them.”

Ezekiel 10:18–19



“Then the cherubim lifted up their wings, with the wheels beside 
them, and the glory of the God of Israel was over them. And the 
glory of Yahweh went up from the midst of the city and stood on the 
mountain that is on the east side of the city.”

Ezekiel 11:23



“Therefore say, ‘Thus says Lord Yahweh: Though I removed them 
far off among the nations, and though I scattered them among the 
countries, yet I have been a sanctuary to them for a while in the 
countries where they have gone.’ Therefore say, ‘Thus says Lord 
Yahweh: ‘I will gather you from the peoples and assemble you out 
of the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you 
the land of Israel.’ And when they come there, they will remove 
from it all its detestable things and all its abominations. And I will 
give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I will 
remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart of 
flesh, that they may walk in my statutes and keep my rules and obey 
them. And they shall be my people, and I will be their God.”

Ezekiel 11:18–20



“Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing east. And behold, the 
glory of the God of Israel was coming from the east. And the sound 
of his coming was like the sound of many waters, and the earth 
shone with his glory. And the vision I saw was just like the vision 
that I had seen when he came to destroy the city, and just like the 
vision that I had seen by the Chebar canal. And I fell on my face. As 
the glory of Yahweh entered the temple by the gate facing east, the 
Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, 
the glory of Yahweh filled the temple.”

Ezekiel 43:1–5



“It was a river that I could not pass through, for the water had risen. 
It was deep enough to swim in, a river that could not be passed 
through. And he said to me, ‘Son of man, have you seen this?’”

Ezekiel 47:5–6

“And wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will 
live, and there will be very many fish. For this water goes there, that 
the waters of the sea may become fresh; so everything will live 
where the river goes.”

Ezekiel 47:9



“Their leaves will not wither, nor their fruit fail, but they will bear 
fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows from the 
sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for healing.”

Ezekiel 47:12



“And in that day the mountains shall drip sweet wine,
and the hills shall flow with milk,
and all the steambeds of Judah shall flow with water;
and a fountain shall come forth from the house of Yahweh
and water the Valley of Shittim.”

Joel 3:18



“And the name of the city from that time on shall be, Yahweh is 
There.”

Ezekiel 48:35



“The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says 
Yahweh of hosts.”

Haggai 2:9



“I tell you, something greater than the temple is here.”
Matthew 12:6



“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.”

John 1:14



“Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build 
this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?’ But he was 
speaking about the temple of his body. When therefore he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, 
and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.”

John 2:19–22



“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You 
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, 
for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, 
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

John 4:21–24



“He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he 
knows that he is telling the truth—that you also may believe. For 
these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: ‘Not 
one of his bones will be broken.’ And again another Scripture says, 
‘They will look on him whom they have pierced.’”

John 19:34–37



“I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they 
look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for 
him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as 
one weeps over a firstborn.”

Zechariah 12:10

“On that day I there shall be a fountain opened for the house of 
David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin 
and uncleanness.”

Zechariah 13:1



“And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split.”

Matthew 27:51



“Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in you. If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy 
him. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.”

1 Corinthians 3:16–17



“For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So 
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself 
being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined 
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are 
being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.”

Ephesians 2:18–22



“What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the 
temple of the living God; as God said, ‘I will make my dwelling 
among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.’”

2 Corinthians 6:16



“As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight 
of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are 
being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

1 Peter 2:4–5



“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for 
you were bought with a price. So, glorify God in your body .”

1 Corinthians 6:19



“But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that 
have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made 
with hands, that is, not of this creation) he entered once for all into 
the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but 
by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.”

Hebrews 9:11–12



“Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be 
purified with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with 
better sacrifices than these. For Christ has entered, not into holy 
places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.”

Hebrews 9:23–24



“Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after 
this.”

Revelation 4:1



“And upward from what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it 
were gleaming metal, like the appearance of fire enclosed all 
around. And downward from what had the appearance of his waist I 
saw as it were the appearance of fire, and there was brightness 
around him .”

Ezekiel 1:27



“Like the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the day of 
rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all around.”

Ezekiel 1:28



“From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals 
of thunder.”

Revelation 4:5

“As I looked, behold, a stormy wind came out of the north, and a 
great cloud, with brightness around it, and fire flashing forth 
continually.”

Ezekiel 1:4



“And before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like 
crystal.”

Revelation 4:6

“Over the heads of the living creatures there was the likeness of an 
expanse, shining like awe-inspiring crystal, spread out above their 
heads.”

Ezekiel 1:22



“… and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it 
were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for 
clearness.”

Exodus 24:10



“Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Rise 
and measure the temple of God and the altar and those who worship 
there, but do not measure the court outside the temple; leave that 
out, for it is given over to the nations, and they will trample the holy 
city for forty-two months.”

Revelation 11:1–2



“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw 
the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of 
God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God.’”

Revelation 21:1–3



“And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb.”

Revelation 21:22



“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the 
middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the 
tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each 
month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. No 
longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of 
the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will 
see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And night will 
be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord 
God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.”

Revelation 22:1–5


