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I was saved and baptized at age eight and grew up knowing Jesus, sin, and grace. Still, I sought 

love and acceptance from the world instead of my Heavenly Father. At 19, I became an unwed 

mother—scared but supported by loving parents who helped me raise my son while I earned 

my bachelor’s and master’s degrees. God opened doors, including a job in Ohio, far from family 

but clearly part of His plan. 

My walk with Christ has had highs and lows—times of deep faith and times I strayed, forgetting 

my identity in Him. After moving to Xenia, I searched for a church closer to home. Though I 

visited many, I kept returning to Lighthouse. A conversation with Lesa Newton helped me realize 

I needed to fully surrender to Jesus—repent, release control, and embrace grace.  I needed to 

stop straddling the fence with one foot in the world and one foot in the church.  This was 

hurting my testimony of Christ’s love, forgiveness, and redemption. 

Lighthouse has reignited my faith. I now read Scripture daily, pray as often as I can, and feel 

deeply connected to God and the church community. I’m being spiritually fed and challenged to 

live out my calling. I know this is where God wants me to grow and serve. 

"His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him 

who called us by his own glory and goodness" – 2 Peter 1:3 

“Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 

grace to help in time of need” – Hebrews 4:16 

 


