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LESSON 1
Romans Chapter 6

| ntr oduction

e Thefirst 8 chapters of Romansis rather interesting; the 5 %2 chapters from 1:1 to
5:11 form the first half of these 8 chapters, and the 3 Y2 chapters from 5:12 to
8:31 the second half. A careful study will show us that the subject matter of the
2 halvesis not the same. For example, in the first section we find the plural
word “sins’ being used. Rom. 3:25; 4:7 In the 2™ section, thisis changed and
the singular word “sin” isused again and again. Rom. 5:12,13 & 20-21; 6:1-2
& 6

e Inthe 1™ section, it isaquestion of the sins we have committed, but in the last
half the focusison sinasaprinciple, or law, or power working in us. Rom.
7:20.

e For sure we need forgiveness for our sins, but we also
desperately need deliverance from the power of sin. When
we first come to know Christ we' re kind of oblivious to all
this, but eventually we begin to realize that thereis
something wrong, a power that draws us to sin and when
that power is activated we commit sins. We may confess
and receive forgiveness, but then we sin again; and life goes

on inavicious circle sinning and being forgiven and then sinning again. We
appreciate the fact of God's forgiveness, (I John 1:9) but we need something
more than that; we need deliverance.

¢ Inthesefirst 8 chapters of Romans we are presented with 2 aspects of our
salvation, forgiveness of our sins and deliverance from sin’s power. Inthis 2"
half, a new ideais introduced; In chapter 6, verse 6, we are said to have been
‘crucified with Christ.”

e Now remember, the blood can wash away our sins, but it cannot wash away our
sin nature; we need the cross to crucify us. The blood deals with the sins, but the
cross deals with the sinner.

o Remember Paul’ s description of the Christian lifein Galatians 2:20: “1 am
crucified with Christ and it is no longer | who lives, but Christ.” Itisonly the
life of Christ, only what He does in and through us that produces fruit in our
lives. Inside each of usis aself-centered sin nature, the flesh, an inward desire
to do wrong.



e AndinRom. 5:19 it was very clear that our bondage to sin and self came by
birth; therefore deliverance from sin and self comes only by death. The Lord’s
way of victory over sin and self is not through suppressing self-centered desires,
nor through confession of sins;, God’sway of victory is through crucifixion.
Deliverance is only through death. Romans 6:1-14

A. Déliverance from the power of sin through:

Knowing that we have been crucified and raised with Christ

Romans 6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continuein sin, that grace may

abound?

e Paul here addresses the issue of abusing grace. The message of simple grace,
apart from any works, seems impossible to both the natural man and carnal
Christian, because “if where sins abound grace overflows; then the more sin, the
more grace”.

e Also, the uninstructed believer is afraid, for he says. “If we arein areign of pure
grace, what will control our evil tendencies? We actually fear freedom. Put us
under rules for holy living, and we can get along”.

e Another novel thought isthat many professing Christians welcome the
“abounding grace” doctrine because of the freedom they think it givesto cast
aside Christian conduct, and live any way they want. Gal. 5:13; 1 Pet. 2:16
We live in aworld marked by increased tolerance, and being surrounded by
sinful behavior increases the tendency to justify sin.

Romans 6:2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer

therein?

e Shall we continueinsin? "God forbid”...

e Paul is not making a plea here for Christians to stop living unto sin, but rather
asking how isit possible for we, who have died to sin’s power, continueto live
init?

e All Christians have died (past tense), not for sin but to sin (to its power).

e Thisdoes not mean that all Christians have discovered or walk in the path of
victory over sin, for in this second verse, Paul is really answering the question of
verse 1, that grace abounding enables any and all Christians to continue right on
in the old self-life.



It is evident that Paul is not speaking here of some state that we are in, but rather
apositional fact that occurred in the past, at the cross; and it was upon this truth
that Paul’ s whole life hung.

Romans 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death?

Paul could have said it in thisway; “don’t you
know that at salvation, you were placed into Christ,
therefore when He went to the cross, you went to
the cross; you were placed into His death. Coal. 3:3
Paul was aso declaring here that in our water
baptism, we should be able to see the picture of our
spiritual baptism; believer’s water baptism, isa M
physical picture of thiskey spiritual truth. It

appears that Paul could have been wondering if

they did not realize the significance of that baptism; that it was an outward
showing of their identification with a crucified and buried Lord. (Gal. 2:20)

Romans 6:4 Thereforewe areburied with him by baptism into death: that like
as Christ wasraised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life.

At salvation, we are placed into Christ (1 Cor. 1:30a). When Christ went to the
cross, we went to the cross. When He went to the grave, we went to the grave;
when He came out of the grave and ascended to take up His position at the right
hand of the Father, we were positionally raised and ascended with Him. Col.
2:12; 1 Cor. 6:14

The word baptism here means identification, therefore we could read this verse
in thisway: “we are buried with Him by identification into death, that as Christ
was raised from the dead, by the Father’ s glorious power, so we also should walk
about in newness of life”.

God' sway of deliverance for arace of incurables, isto put us away in the cross
of His Son, and then to make a new beginning by re-creating usin union with
Him.

“Even so we also should walk in newness of life”; The literal translation of the
word “walk” isseenin 1 Pet. 5:8 (walking about). Keep in mind that it is Christ
who is raised from the dead, and it was not back into the old flesh and blood
earthly life that He came. Because of our union with Christ, as He was raised, so

also we are raised to walk about in “newness of life’. 2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15
4



¢ One more thought regarding the word “life”; this does not refer to a manner of
living, but rather a“new kind of life”. We are one with this Risen Christ;
positionally abiding above, while conditionally walking in newness of life while
in thisworld.

e Through water baptism, we proclaim our identity with Christ as dead, buried,
and the old past ended. Keep in mind it is not through the ordinance of water
baptism that we are set free from sin’ s power, for the act of baptism merely
proclaimed what was aready positionally true.

Romans 6:5 For if we have been planted together in thelikeness of hisdeath,

we shall be alsoin thelikeness of hisresurrection:

e Thisverse could be paraphrased as follows: If we actually became united with
Him through identification and have shared the reality of His death, we shall also
share the redlity of the likeness of His resurrection. Eph. 2:6

e When Paul declares that we are united with Him in the “likeness of His
resurrection”, he refersto “walking about in newness of life” in Christ today.

e Tobejoined inlife with the Risen Christ, and moment by moment, day by day,
sharein His death is a wonderful truth to rest in, but now to, by faith, walk in the
blessedness of His heavenly “newness’ of resurrection life. (Phil. 1:21; Gal.
2:20)

e “Victory isthe believer’'sright, as sure asthe air he breathes. However, he must
understand the conditions. He must see himself crucified with Christ, dead,
buried, raised and made to sit in heavenly places with his Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Without this, he will go down to defeat in spite of all his efforts and
prayers. With this position, he is more than a conqueror.” F. J. Hugel

Romans 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the

body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

e Theword knowing hereis to understand completely; note that the concept of
being crucified is beyond our human intellect. It can only be spiritually
understood, not intellectually understood.

e “Our old man”; represents al that we naturally were — desires, lusts, ambitions,
etc.

e “Our old man iscrucified with Him”; hereis the very opposite of the teaching
of false Christianity about aholy life. For the legalists encourage/challenge usto
crucify ourselves, “die out” to this and to that. But God says “our old man”, all
that we were in Adam, has already been dealt with by our co-crucifixion with
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Christ. And the words*“with Him” revealsthat it was done back at the cross.
Cal. 2:11

Christ died unto sin, and all believers shared that death and died with Him, and
are now, therefore, dead unto sin (unto sin’s power). Our relationshipto sinis
the same as Christ’s. Our part isto believe, knowing ourselves to be in Christ,
and reckoning ourselves dead to sin no matter how great or strong sin may
appear. (John 6:28-29)

Often times we hear Christians beseeching God for what He says has already
been done. Our old man has been crucified with Christ; our part isto walk in
faith of these words. We are in Christ, and our relationship to sinisHis
relationship to sin.

Christ died once; once for al unto sin. Heisnot dying continually. We are told
to reckon ourselves dead; in that death of Christ. We are not told to do our own
dying, but to reckon by simple faith that in His death | died; and to be conformed
unto His death. But to be conformed to a death which is aready afact, is not
doing my own dying; reckoning ourselves dead in Christ’s death is rather simple.
“That the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not
servesin”. Theword for destroyed actually means rendered powerless.
Therefore since our “old man” has been positionally crucified with Christ, the
“body of sin” (which could refer to the power of sin), has been rendered
powerless by the Holy Spirit, and now we find ourselves progressively delivered
from sin’s bondage.

If the difference between “Christ dying for us’ and “our dying with Christ” has
not been recognized acknowledged and counted upon, it may safely be affirmed
that the old man is still the dominating factor in life.

We do not have to crucify the “old man”, that was done in Christ’s death on the
cross; nor do we have to annul the “body (power) of sin”, that is done by the
Holy Spirit.

" At the Cross the old man was crucified and buried. When | plant my feet on that
fact and say, 'No, asfor me, | stand in the Lord Jesus as my life," its governing
power isbroken. It is not annihilated or eradicated, but it haslost itsthrone. It is
a greater testimony to the power of the Father to let that thing be in us and give
us dominion over it, than to eradicate it to

begin with. We want to get clear in our minds that the Father does not mean to
improve the old man on the one hand, nor to remove it on the other. The fact that
it does not go away or get better does not mean that we are not growing." -N.D.



Romans 6:7 For hethat isdead isfreed from sin.

How wonderful to know that we have been “freed from sin” itself. Not only has
it lost al right and power over us, but we are declared

righteous from the thing; we are standing with God, in

Christ, away from the penalty and power of sin.

Our realization of thistruth may be small, our faith may be

weak, but the fact remains.

“Fruit springs out of death. Self-centerednessis aways

barren and solitary. The way of victory isthe way of the

cross. The Christian names that are honored in history are the names that stand
over graves where the old man was buried long before the body died.”

Romans 6:8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live
with him:
e Hereitistaken for granted that we died with Christ, that our “old man” was

crucified with Him, and we go on to the expectation of aglorious lifein Christ.
2Cor.5:14-16

“l have thelife of the Onein whom | died. (Christ, whoismy life—Coal. 3:4) |
am not abit dead myself. ‘Holiness by faith’ people say | am dead; but that is
not true. Otherstalk about dead to nature. Another novel notion that has come
out is, that | must apply the death of Christ to get power over sin. All are wrong.
Thetruthis, | have died with Him, and now | amin Hislife’. J.B. Stoney

The future tense is used here, because the life with Him, though begun here at
salvation, is not here completed.

And now the reason for the assurance that we shall keep on sharing therisen life
of Christ isgivenin this next verse 9.

Romans 6:9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more€;
death hath no more dominion over him.

We Know both, that our present participation in Christ’srisen life will continue,
aswell as our freedom from sin’s penalty and power, in view of the fact that we
know that Christ has been irrevocably raised.

Sin never had dominion over Him, and death could have had no dominion over
Him except that our sin was transferred to Him. Death therefore, “the wages of
sin”, had a brief dominion, but now that is ended forever; and we arein Him,
also forever. Rev. 1:18



e Therefore, death with it’s dominion isfor the believer forever passed away. (Jn.
8:51)

Romans 6:10 For in that he died, hedied unto sin once: but in that heliveth,

he liveth unto God.

e Christisseendyingtosin here, not for it. In2 Cor. 5:21, God declares, “Him
who knew no sin, God made to be sin on our behalf; that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him”. Christ is made to be what we were, that we might
become, in Him, what Heis.

e What aday that was when Christ, made to be sin itself, died to it, and was
forever done with it. So that now He lives unto God forever.

B. Deliverance from the power of sin through:

reckoning it to be so and yielding ourselvesto God

Romans 6:11 Likewise (because of the facts of the preceding verse) reckon ye
also your selvesto be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus
Christ our Lord

e Thiseleventh verse now becomes a necessity; God must say to us. Because of
the facts of the preceding verses, do you also reckon (count on/rely on)
yourselves dead, indeed, to sin, but living to God in Christ Jesus? Our
relationship to sin is the same as Christ’s, because we arein Him.

e Let’'sdrop back a moment and focus on our death with Christ again. Aswe
mentioned before, many Christians have a hard time with this. The same holy
Scripture that says He died for us, Romans 5:8, also says that we died with
Christ, Galatians 2:20; Romans 6:8. Hereis something to think about: if |
believe in the death of Jesus, then | can believe in my own death just as surely as
| believein His. Let’s ask this question: Why do we believe that Jesus died?
Because the Word of God says so.

e Hereis something else to give some thought to:

when Jesus was crucified, two thieves were
crucified at the sametime. We don’t doubt that
they were crucified. Why? Because the
Scriptures say so. We believe in the death of
the Lord Jesus, and we believe in the death of

the two thieves, what about our own death?



Again, Galatians 2:20. Christ died, and that isafact. We werein Christ when
He died; the self that we hate is on the crossin Christ, and we that are dead are
freefrom sin. Romans6:7

e God'sway of deliverance is atogether different from man’sway. Man'sway is
to try and suppress sin by seeking to overcome it, but God' sway isto remove the
sinner. Many Christians pray for God to make them stronger to overcome sin,
but thisis not God' sway. God'sway of delivering us from sin is not to make us
stronger and stronger, but by making us weaker and weaker. (2 Corinthians
12:9, 10; Isaiah 40:29) God sets us free from the dominion of sin not by
strengthening our old man, but by crucifying him.

e Just aword of caution here: many Christians, when they begin to understand
their union with Christ, try to place the emphasis on reckoning as though that
were the starting point. God's Word makes it very clear that “knowing” (to
understand completely) isto precede “reckoning.” The sequence is most
important. Many of ustry to reckon without knowing; we have not first had a
Spirit-given revelation of the fact, yet we try to reckon and soon we are
frustrated with the results. When temptation comes we begin to reckon
furioudly, “I am dead, | am dead!” But in the very act of reckoning we lose our
temper, and say, “It doesn’t work, Romans 6:11 isno good.” We must come to
realize that verse 11 is of no use without verse 6. The secret of reckoning is
revelation. We must have arevelation from God. Matthew 16:13-15;
Ephesians1:17

o Remember the day when we saw clearly that Christ died for us; we all should be
equally clear as to the time when we saw that we died with Christ, and then
reckon it so. God tells us to reckon ourselves dead, not that through the process
of reckoning we may become dead, but because we are dead. Notice the
repeated statements in chapter 6 of our actual identification with the death of
Christ. Verses?2,3,4,5,6,7,8,11,13 and aso Colossians 2:20; & 3:1-3.

e |tisobviousfrom Paul’s Epistlesthat hiswholelife hung on thisfact. Galatians
2;20--He was crucified with Christ. It isimperative that we know this; thereis
no other way to be set free from sin’s power...to turn back in unbelief from the
Biblical truth that we died with Christ, isto turn back to what? To the weary,
hopel ess struggle of a burdensome, fruitlesslife filled with guilt, frustration and
defeat. Romans, chapter 6 isthe basisfor alife of holiness; an interesting verse
to ponder isJohn 8:32--sin endlaves, but awalk of faith brings freedom.

Romans6:12 Let not sin thereforereign in your mortal body, that ye should

obey it in the lusts ther eof.
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¢ Note thefollowing;
1. The power of sinis present within and ready to influence and control man’s
soul (mind, will, emotions).
2. Keeping in mind that the soul is the gadget that God has given man to control
his “mortal body.”
Notice when God says, “let not sin reign”, man’s will is addressed.
Notice also the important word “therefore”, which looks back to the first part
of chapter 6 in which our death with Christ unto sin has been known, and
believed, and our relationship to sin is now the same as Christ’s.
5. We reckon ourselves dead because we participated in Christ’s death.
Therefore we are able to refuse sin’s dominion. Phil. 2:13 We owesin
nothing. We are dead to it;

W

Romans 6:13 Neither yield ye your members asinstruments of
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield your selves unto God, asthose that are alive
from the dead, and your member s as instrumentsof righteousness unto God.

e Thekey word hereis“yield” or “present,” and we find it used 5 times in verses
13, 16 and 19.

e Many have taken thisword “yield/present” to imply consecration (which means
to “dedicate for God' s use”), so naturally many believe Paul to be saying here
that we are to dedicate ourselves to the Lord for His service, which is nothing
more than man’s effort. Before we can get a clear understanding of Biblical
consecration, it will be necessary for usto look at our position of sanctification.
To be sanctified, means to be set apart for God' s possession and use. (Gen. 2:3;
John 17:17, 19)

¢ [tisencouraging to know that our sanctification happens at salvation and is the
will and work of God. (I Cor. 1:2; | Thess. 5:23, 24; | Thess4:3) Remember
that our definition for consecration (to dedicate for God’ s use) implies some
action on our part. However, aswe have
mentioned many times during these studies, our
responsibility isto believe...therefore, Biblica
consecration issimply afruit of faith--itisa
natural response to our faith, our trust, our
dependence in our sanctification. Consecration
does not call on usto do anything but to rest in
our sanctification. Positionally we are
sanctified (set apart for God' s possession and
use) and as we rest in that position, the Holy

10




Spirit gives us the power and desire for consecration (to dedicate our lives for
God’'s use).

Thereisadivine order herein Romans6. 1. KNOW--vs6; 2. RECKON--vs
11; 3. YIELD--vs13. Knowing isthefirst step in Romans 6. Just as we must
have knowledge of Christ’s crucifixion for our justification, we must also have
knowledge of our co-crucifixion for our sanctification. Reckoning is anatural
response to true Biblical knowledge, but it is essential to pass through reckoning
in order to gain entrance to life in the Spirit. Yielding is the consummation of
the divine order, and is not an effort for the believer in the Romans 6 pattern, but
rather is ssimply anatural response. Paul reminds his readers later in the book of
Romans of the importance of thisfinal step: “| beseech you therefore brethren,
by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” (Rom. 12:1)

The subject of consecration is misunderstood by many believers--often times we
hear a message like this: “Jesus gave His al for you, now the least you can do is
giveyour al for Him.” (2 Cor 5:14, 15) We are exhorted and pressured to
consecrate, or dedicate, or surrender, or commit our livesto Christ on the basis
of our love and gratitude for what He has done for us. | can assure you that our
love and gratitude cannot supply the power to live the Christian life (thisagain is
self-effort), nor can more prayer supply the power; as indispensable as prayer is,
it is not enough.

The key to Biblical consecration, yielding, presenting is not |; nor the love that |
can muster, nor the prayersthat | can pray---ltisnot I, but CHRIST. (Gal. 2: 20;
Phil 1:21; Phil 2:13)

So many of us well meaning Christians seek to consecrate, dedicate, surrender
and commit to God what He has totally rejected--SELF. Our thinkingisif we
seek the Lord hard enough and pray, our old man will become spiritual and thus
useful in His service. We must understand that the “self life” is unimprovable.
Our natural thinking and the modern teaching of consecration which asks usto
commit our livesto Christ through self effort, bypasses the death sentence.

A good example for usisthelife of Peter. In John 13:36-37, Peter vowed that
he would lay down hislife for Jesus sake. Notice the Lord’sresponseinverse
38. Turning to Luke 22:54-62 we see how far Peter’s self confident
commitment carried him. An interesting ScriptureisJohn 21:12-17. What we
see in these Scriptures regarding the life of Peter isthat Jesus did not give the
charge to Peter to “feed His sheep” on hearing his self confident statement “1 will
lay down my life for you” but rather He gave it after Peter had failed to keep his

11



vow and wept bitterly in the streets of Jerusalem. It came only at the END OF
SELF.

e True, acceptable, Biblical consecration is most clearly shown herein Romans
6:13. Thisisthe key statement in all of Scripture regarding this subject. “AS
THOSE THAT ARE ALIVE FROM THE DEAD.” Paul is saying for usto
present ourselves unto God as those who are alive from the dead. Remember
Romans 6.7, “hethat isdead, isfreed from sin.” Nothing from the old creation
can be consecrated, yielded, or presented, but only that which has passed through
death to resurrection.

o \When we KNOW (understand completely) and reckon, presenting/yielding
ourselvesto Him just naturally follows (Phil. 2:13).

C. Ddliverance from the power of sin through:

Knowing and reckoning that we are no longer under law but under
Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under
thelaw, but under grace.
¢ Notice the outcome of all this: sin will no longer have dominion or power over

us. And the reason why sin will not have power over usis because we are not
under law (law is man working for God) but under grace (grace is God working
for man). Law begins by asking the question, “what must man do?’ and grace
begins by asking the question, “what has God done?”’

e Not under law means that we are delivered from trying to “be good” to gain
God' s acceptance. (Gal. 3:10-14) Only when we believe that our history in
Adam, with all its responsibilities and demands to produce righteousness, ended
at the cross, will we find ourselves completely free to enjoy these words —
UNDER GRACE. Not behaving, but believing is God’ s way; behaving is
actually a product of believing.

e “Theword favor isthe nearest Biblical synonym for the word grace. Graceis
favor, and favor is grace, and it findsit’s greatest triumph and glory in the sphere
of human helplessness. Grace ceases to be grace if God is compelled to
withdraw it because of human failure or sin. In fact, grace cannot be exercised
where there is the dlightest degree of human merit to be recognized.

e A Few Words About Grace:

By William Newell
The Proper Attitude of Man Under Grace:
1. To believe, and to consent to be loved while unworthy, isthe great secret.

2. To expect to be blessed, though realizing more and more lack of worth.
12



3. To be disappointed with yourself, isto have believed in yourself,

4. To be proud, isto beblind! For we have no standing before God, in
ourselves.

6. Thelack of Divine blessing, therefore, comes from unbelief, and not from
failure of
devotion.

Romans 6:15 What then? Shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but

under grace? God forbid. D

e Here Paul sends out another warning against abusing grace. He g
reveals that those who commit sins are actually in bondageto it. _’
(John 8:34)

e Thetwo questionsin chapter six are very similar: “Shall we
continuein sin, that grace may abound”?— (Verse 1); and
“shall we sin, because we are not under thelaw, but under
grace”? (verse 15) Each question considers man’'sdesireto
declare his independence from God, which is always our great
temptation.

e The answer to thefirst question is, we are in the Risen Christ,
and we shared His death, therefore our relation to sin is broken
forever; we “walk in newness of life”. The answer to the second question, isin
verse 16.

Romans 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield your selves servants to obey,
his servantsye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience
unto righteousness?

e The answer to the second question is. God has set believers free for the purpose
of serving Himself. The only other master is sin; bondage to sin/serving sin. Jn.
8:34 However, we know from ver se 14 that we are not under law, but under
grace.

e Many people, who are in bondage to the guilt of sin, do not realize that they are
also in bondage to the power/strength of sin. Sin brought to fallen man the
inability to do anything but sin (Gen. 6:5). The strength of sinisjust asreal as
the guilt of sin. Despite all kinds of warnings, men continue to sin and to be in
bondage.

e However, thereis another obedience; unto righteousness. And the whole thing
turns on the words “ to whom ye yield/present your selves as servants’.

13



Although we cannot free ourselves, or change our spiritual condition, the great
fact that we are responsible human beingsis plainly written here. God, who
would have all men to be saved, and to walk free from sin, is always waiting for
man to present himself, to Him.

e Let'sremember that “obedience unto righteousness’ could be reworded in this
way; “ obedience which produces righteousness and is actually a product of
faith”. (Rom. 1:5)

N Romans 6:17 But God bethanked, that ye werethe
servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart
that form of doctrine (the cross) which was
delivered you.
e Now, our becoming “obedient from the heart” to
W E the message of the cross involves awork of God far
beyond human explanation. From the North, South,
East, and West, men, women and children come,
“obeying from the heart” thisimpossible news; of
S peace by the blood of His cross, aswell as freedom
from the power of sin though our co-crucifixion
with Christ.

e The phrase “which was delivered you”, could be more appropriately translated
“that form of doctrine unto which you were delivered over”. Example— The
|sraelites were delivered over to Moses and the law. It was not only that Moses
delivered the law to them, but they themselves, were delivered unto alegal
system/dispensation.

¢ The Jews knew they were under the law, they had been handed over to it; to it’s
demands. Likewise, we believers are delivered/handed over by God to aform of
teaching; that our guilt is put away on the cross, and that we now share the risen
life of Christ, and are positioned before God as risen ones.

Romans 6:18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of

righteousness.

e This becoming “obedient from the heart” by the blood of the cross brings with it
our position of co-crucifixion with Christ and freedom from sin’s power to be
enjoyed in thislife. And we see this mighty work of grace in the willing servants
(bond-servant) who are pouring out their livesin al lands, to all limits.

¢ Itisinteresting to note that here in this verse isthe first mention, in this sixth

chapter, of “experience” (set free from sin, and servants of righteousness), and is
14



adirect result of our co-crucifixion with Christ. These believers had received the
good news of their salvation, and now through knowing the old man had been
crucified, and reckoning it so, found themselves thereby “set free from sin” and
“servants of righteousness’. Gal. 5:1

Romans 6:19 | speak after the manner of men because of the infir mity of your
flesh: for asye haveyielded your member s servants to uncleanness and to
iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servantsto
righteousness unto holiness.

e Paul here explains why heis using the term “bondservant”
throughout this passage; he declares the “infirmity of our
flesh” to be such that we are either in “bond-service”’ to sin
or to God.

e Paul speaksin human terms; “after the manner of men”, and
says that we are naturally impotent and are either slaves to
sin or slavesto God. The natural man as well as the carnal
Christian hates this, boasting of his independence and self-
sufficiency in the realms of intelligence, wealth,
government, etc. Butitisall adelusion.

e We must see that we are either serving sin or serving God. (1 John 5:19)

Romans 6:20For when ye wer e the servants of sin, ye werefree from

righteousness. 21 What fruit had ye then in those things wher eof ye are now

ashamed? for the end of those thingsis death.

¢ And inthose former evil days, we had been free in regard to righteousness. We
were totdly given over to iniquity, and those were fruitless days of which we
were now ashamed. Free and fruitless, seeking the pleasures and treasures of sin,
steadily down a path which led to death. (Jam. 1:14-15)

Romans 6:22 But now being made free from sin, and become servantsto God,

ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.

e Now, having been freed from the master called, Sin. In addition, are brought
into awilling bond-serviceto God. Thereisnot only the daily fruit which our
co-crucifixion with Christ produces, but there is a consciousness that every day
brings us one day closer to an eternity with Him. Which we already possess, but
the full enjoyment of which is the end of our present pilgrimage.

e Our service to God is no longer one of seeking to perform for God'’ s acceptance

(law), but a willingness such as Christ expressed toward His Father in Ps. 40:8.
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Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin isdeath; but the gift of God is eternal life

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

e For sin, which many have served for so long, is aterrible paymaster; (sin's
wages are death), appointed so by God. Rom. 5:12 What a hideous employer;
what a horrid service; what hellish wages. Yet sin isthe chosen master of all
without Christ. Of sin’sflock it iswritten; “death shall be their shepherd”. (Ps.
49:14)

e However, Christ has comein, into death, for us. What a gift (grace)! Sinsborne,
pardoned, gone, and more. A welcome in heaven, and more; life granted to a
lost soul dead in sin, and more; eternal lifeto last as long as God it’s giver, and
more; sharing the love and acceptance of the Father in Christ, His Son. God's
grace gift.

e [t'sinteresting that God keeps the contrast before us even at the end of this
chapter, between what is earned, and what is given. But it must be finally said
here, while death is earned wages, eternadl lifeisafree gift. (Eph. 2:8-9)

¢ One more thought; note the sphere of this eternal life; “in Christ Jesus our Lord”.
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L ESSON 2
Romans Chapter 7

I ntroduction

Here we have a chapter divided into two sections; (1) Verses 1 through 6; and (2)
Verses 7 through 25. Both of which are prone to be misunderstood and
misapplied.

In the first section, God shows how those who were placed by Him under law
were released from that relation by sharing in the death of Christ; so that, joined
to arisen Chrigt, they are set free.

In the second section, we have Paul describing his struggle under the law, asa
converted Israelite, before he knew that in Christ, he was dead to the law. “I was
alive apart from the law once’. It isthe struggle of onethat is born again, and
“delightsin the law of God,” seeking to compel the flesh to obey God' s law.
Romans 7 is a chapter that many think to be almost unnecessary--some have sad
that the chapter isin the wrong place; they would have put it between the 5" and
6™ chapters, because after chapter 6 all should be perfect. Their thinking is that
If chapter 6 isthe basisfor the life of holiness, then why is Paul struggling in
chapter 7 verses 15-24?

Others have tried to explain away chapter 7 by saying that Paul is speaking of his
life before salvation and his frustration as a Jew trying to keep the law. Some of
what he describesin ver ses 15-24 does not sound like it should be a Christian
experience, however, many Christians do experienceit. It appears where many
of us make our mistake in understanding chapter 7
isthe failure to see that chapter 6 is dealing with
freedom from sin, whereas, chapter 7 deals with
something totally different; freedom from the law.
(Notice all thereferencesto sinin Romans 6:1-2,
and the references to the law in Romans 7:1-2).
Romans 7 isa picture of abeliever who is
extremely self-centered and operating in the power
of the flesh. Notice that from verse 7 to the end of
the chapter, the personal pronouns, “1”, “m

“my”, “myself”’, are used 47 times; a very real picture of a self-centered, defeated
Christian, who eventually will find himself launched into the experience of
Romans 7:15-24 and will not know why. A similar scripture can be found in
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Psalm 42 where“1”, “me”, “my” are used 36 time; another picture of a self-
occupied, but not self-satisfied frustrated Christian.

e Hereissomething for usto think about: our death with Christ in Romans 6 is
adequate to cover all of our need, however, the big problem is that we don’t fully
understand Romans 6:14b: “you are not under the law, but under grace.”

¢ It would almost appear that Romans 7 was written to explain Paul’ s statement in
6:14. Grace impliesthat God does something for us; Law demands that we do
something for God. But what does Paul say? “We're not under the law,” which
means that we don’t have to work for God, and he goes on to say, “But we are
under grace” meaning that we should be running on God’ s power, not our own.

e The problem in chapter 7 isthat man, in the flesh, (remember all the me, myself,
my, and I’s) is trying to do something for God. Assoon aswe try to please or
work for God through our own effort, we place ourselves under the law and the
experience of Romans 7:15-24 isours. Keep in mind as we study through this
chapter that the law is not bad; Romans 7:12. The commands of the law are
righteous, but the person upon whom the commands are made is unrighteous.
Romans 7:5, 14, 18.

e Hereissomething for usto ponder: If we are |eft alone, we seem to be pretty
nice people. However, it iswhen commands are given to us that our sinfulness
comesto light. The commands are all right, but we are not. We have this flesh
in us, this evil power, thisinward desire to do wrong. When aholy law is
applied to asinful man, his sinfulness comes out in full display. Again Romans
7:5. Thisisthereason for the law; had it not been for the law, we would have
never known how sinful and weak we really are. Romans 7:7. It isinteresting
that the more we try to keep the law, the more we fail, and the degper we get into
Romans 7 until we see our hopelessness. (Romans 7:24) We could probably
say that God never gave us the law to keep; He gave us the law to break, so we
could see our sinfulness. (Romans 5:20)

A. ldentifying with Christ’s death frees us from the law’s dominion

Romans 7:1 Know ye not, brethren, (for | speak to them that know the law,) how
that the law hath dominion over aman as long as he liveth? 2 For the woman
which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but
If the husband be dead, she isloosed from the law of her husband. 3 So then if,
while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an
adulteress: but if her husband be dead, sheis free from that law; so that sheisno
adulteress, though she be married to another man.
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e Aswe mentioned before, It would almost appear that Romans 7 was written to
explain Paul’s statement in 6:14. Now let’s go back to Romans 6—Through our
sharing in Christ’s death, God delivered us from sin. (Romans 6:14) Now in
Romans 7—Paul reveals that in the same way that we were delivered from sin’s
power in chapter 6 (our sharing in Christ’s death), God will also deliver us from
thelaw. (Romans 7:6a)

¢ In Romans 6, the relationship between sin and the sinner is that of master to
dave. (Romans6:16) Herein Romans 7, the relationship between the law and
the sinner is that of husband and wife. (Romans 7:1-3)

e Noticethat thereisonly one

woman, but two men; one her g
husband who represents the law,

and one she would like to be her @
husband, who will represent

grace. Thewomanisinavery @/

difficult position, for she can
only be wife of one, and
unfortunately sheis married to the less desirable one (thelaw). Don't
misunderstand--she is married to a good man, but he makes such high demands
upon her that she can’t carry them out; therefore, the woman isin great distress.
If only she was married to the other man (grace), all would be well. She wantsto
marry him, but her husband is still alive; what can she do?1 Cor. 7:39
e Now remember, husband #1 represents the law; man #2 represents grace; and the
woman represents us. We probably need to stop a moment and clarify this:
husband #1 (the law) requires much,
\ ‘ but offers no help in carrying out the
requirements. Man #2 (grace/the Lord)
requires just as much, in fact, more;
(Matt. 5:21-22; 27-28; 43-44) The big

® differenceis that what grace/the Lord
requires, He Himself carriesout. The
‘ \ law makes demands and leaves us

helpless to carry them out, whereas
Christ fulfillsin usthe very demands
He makes. (Matt. 5:17; Romans 8:4)
¢ No wonder this woman wants to be freed from her husband that she can marry
the other man; but her only hope of release is through the death of her first

husband. But thereis no possibility that he will die. (Matt. 5:18) The law will
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continue throughout eternity. How can she ever marry the second man if her
first husband will never die? Thereis only one other way out--she must die; if
she dies the marriage relationship is dissolved, and that is exactly God’ s way of
delivering us from the law.

Romans 7.4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to thelaw by
the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him whoiis
raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.

In this verse we see that in fact it is the woman/us who dies. The great lesson
that each of us must grasp is that those in Christ, whether Jew or Gentile, are not
under law but under grace (unmerited Divine favor).

If we were to compare the first 6 verses of chapter 6 with the first 6 verses of
chapter 7, we would see that chapter 6 teaches that we died with Christ and we
are now dead to sin. The same principle operates in our deliverance from the law
as our deliverance from sin--if | am trusting in myself, then I must meet the
demands of the law, but if | die, the law haslost it’s claim on me.

Remember Gal. 2:20--We are crucified with Christ. And hereinverse4a--We
are made dead to the law through the body of Christ. (God speaks here of
identification with Christ, where all believers are brought to the end of
themselves through the cross, so that our former relation to sin, law, and the
world is ended.)

At salvation, God Himself placed us into the body of Christ, so that when He
went to the cross, we did also; when He went into the grave, so did we. (I Cor.
1:30a) It’sinteresting to note that both concerning Christ’s death for us, and our
death with Christ, Christ’s body is mentioned. (1 Pet. 2:24)

One more thing to think about: Jesus did not remain in the grave, on the third
day, He arose and since we are placed in Him, so did we. A great lesson to learn
here liesin what we call thetwo Christ’s. First thereisthe “body of Christ” and
our old man crucified with Him: Our history in Adam is ended before God.
Second, “ Christ raised from the dead”: It isthis latter Christ to whom we are now
united. Therefore through the body of Christ, we are “dead to the law” but
through the resurrected Jesus we are “alive to God.”

The last phrasein verse 4 tells us God' s purpose in all this--"that we should
bring forth fruit unto God.” It isonly those who see themselves to have died
with Christ and now joined to arisen Christ in glory, that will bring forth fruit
unto God.

It isaglorious day when abeliever sees himself only in the risen Christ; dead,

buried, and risen.
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Romans 7:5 For when we werein the flesh, the motions (sinful impulses) of
sins, which were by the law, did work in our membersto bring forth fruit unto
death.

In this one verse is seen the whole of the struggle detailed by Paul in the latter
part of this chapter. “When wewerein theflesh”; It does not say in the body
for weareall inthat. Being in the body has no moral significance, but the words
are “in the flesh”; the condition of those not saved. (Rom. 8:8-9) This does
describe a moral condition; absence of life, absence of the Holy Spirit, and
controlled by the fallen nature.

“The sinful passionsthat were aroused by the law”; To those in the flesh
controlled by the sin nature through a body dead to God, legal restraint was
Impossible and intolerable. Aswe shall seein the last part of the chapter, sin
was there but tranquil, until the law came demanding obedience. Then came the
arousings (or passions) of sins; sinsof all sort. Rom. 6:21; Gal. 5:19-21

“Did work in our membersto bring forth fruit unto death”. Evenin the last
part of the chapter, in Paul’ s great struggle after heis saved, wefind alaw of sin
in hismembers. A law against which heis powerless and would have engulfed
him in hopelessness, had it not been for the revelation of deliverance in Christ.
Hereinverse 5, where an unsaved man isin view, “fruit unto death” is brought
forth by those “arousings of sin” which came through the law.

Romans 7.6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein
we wer e held; that we should servein newness of spirit, and not in the oldness
of the letter.

The word translated “ delivered or annulled” actually, means, “put out of
business’. In chapter 6 we read that “our old man was crucified with Himin
order that the body of sin might be annulled”; put out of business. Thereforeitis
written here in chapter 7 that we have been delivered from the law; the law has
been put out of business, having died unto it.

The law which once held us now has nothing to do with us, for we have been put
out of the law’s domain where it once operated.

“So that we serve’. The gospel has such wonderful paradoxes. Inverse4,
having died we bear fruit; and here, having been delivered, we serve. It's
interesting that the more we sense our complete freedom from the law, the more
we will desire to serve God in our love-filled being.
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e Before we have an understanding that we have died to the whole legal sphere,
it's“I thought | ought to”; now it is“l delight to do”. Delighting to do the will of
God “in newness of the spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter”.

Paul’s great struggle
l e Before beginning our study on this great struggle of
_— Paul’s, let’s get it firmly settled in our minds that

Paul is not referring to pardon here, but rather
‘ deliverance; “Who shall deliver me from this
' body of death?” The whole question is
‘ ~ \ committed.
’/ e Keepin mind that while the indwelling Holy Spirit
‘ @ stheChristian'ssole power against the flesh, Heis

concerning indwelling sin as a power, and not sins

not known in this struggle; but it Paul himself
against the flesh, with the law prescribing a holy walk, but furnisning no power
for it.

o Therefore, this conflict of Paul’s, instead of being an example, isawarning for
us to keep out of it by means of God'’ s plan that He reveals through the words;
“you are not under law, but grace”.

e But now we will probably adopt one of two courses. Either we will read of and
avoid the great struggle Paul had under law trying to make his flesh obedient
through the law, or we will take the second course which seemsto be followed
by most Christians, and that isto go through practically the same struggle as Paul
until we experientially discover for ourselves what he found.

e However, if we are able to believe, ssimply believe that we died positionally with
Christ, we will enter into the blessed state of deliverance that belongs to all who
know both, that they died and are in Christ, and the struggle will be avoided.
Rather, there will be awalk of faith, both in Christ’s work, and the Holy Spirit’s
indwelling power.

e |f wecanlearn from Paul’ s struggle in this seventh chapter all that he desiresto
teach us, of the fact that we cannot be what we would like because of the
incurable evil of our flesh (of the sin that dwells within us). In addition, that
deliverance is through faith in our death with Christ unto sin’s power and all the
“I must” claims of the law, it will be well with our soul.

e Butif wefail to learn what Paul isteaching here, we shall not only fail of
deliverance from sin’s power, but we will soon be sinking to the doctrine that we
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must expect to go on sinning and getting forgiveness “till we die”: Which is of
cour se putting our own death in the place of Christ’s death.

B. Thelaw’spowerlessnessto produce obedience;

Sin’s advantage because of the law

Romans 7:7 What shall we say then? isthelaw sin? God forbid. Nay, | had
not known sin, but by thelaw: for | had not known lust, except the law had
said, Thou shalt not covet.

o After telling usin thefirst section of this chapter that we are made dead to the
law and delivered from it, Paul, knowing that the enemies of grace would accuse
him thus; “Y ou say we died to the law, therefore you classify the law with sin”.
“God forbid” is Paul’sanswer, “I had not known sin, but by the law”. In
other words, forbidding a thing to one who cannot abstain from that thing, isa
way to make him know his helplessness. (Rom. 3:20b)

e “For | had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet”.
The direct referencein thisword “covet/desire” isto Deut. 5:21, where the real
meaning of this word forbade the reaching out in heart for anything but God
Himself, and that any other desireissin.

e |twould bewell for all legalists who seek either righteousness or holiness
through the law, to hear the law; “Thou shalt not covet”.

Romans 7:8 But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all

manner of concupiscence (lust/coveting). For without the law sin was dead.

e That indwelling sin which was in Paul’ s members, |eft there by God, had no
means of making itself known to Paul except through alaw that became a Divine
commandment. Rom. 4:15 Then when God revealed to Paul His holy law,
together with the demand on his conscience to fulfill it, then came sin’s chance;
Paul had no strength.

o What Paul saw was that “the strength of sinisthelaw” (1 Cor. 15:56b); sin
proved itself stronger than Paul, through the commandment.

e “Produced in me coveting of every kind”; this discovery that desireissin, is
not confined to the tenth commandment “thou shalt not covet”, but extends itself
throughout the whole law.

e “For apart from law, sinisdead”. Sinlike acoiled serpent isin the old nature,
but cannot get at man’ s conscience to condemn it, apart from the law; it is
dormant, dead. Every impulse of the flesh/old natureis sin.
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e Consider again coveting; who can know that this natural desireis sin, until the
law says to the conscience “thou shalt not covet”. Keep in mind that this
command not to covet does not remove the covetousness, but rather calls
attention to it; and in forbidding it, immediately putsinto conflict the new nature
with the old (power of sin).

e Now, however renewed the human will may be, power against sin does not
reside in the human will. Furthermore, human strength is not God’ s way to
overcome sin; that power resides always and only in the indwelling Holy Spirit.

Romans 7:9 For | wasalive without the law once: but when the commandment
came, sin revived, and | died. 10 And the commandment, which was ordained
to life, | found to be unto death.

e Thewords* alive apart from thelaw once”, do not refer to Paul’ s life before
salvation; it was not “the commandment” that came to save him, it was Jesus
Christ in absolute grace, who appeared to him on the road to Damascus. These
words “apart from the law” indicate a state of no connection with the law;
justification was on grounds where law could not come.

e Therefore, what Paul is referring to hereis not life before salvation, but rather
that crisis described by so many godly saints; discovering the state of carnality
within. (1 Cor. 3:3a)

e To Paul, converted, but still thinking himself under law, God uses “the law”, by
letting it command him to be and do. This Paul undertakes, not knowing of the
sin dwelling in his members. So sin sprang to life with the result that “I died”; it
Isthe death to all hopein himsdlf, in hisflesh. Gal. 2:19-20

Romans 7:11 For sin (power of sin), taking occasion by the commandment,

deceived me, and by it lew me.

e It'sintereding that God was not “beguiling/tricking” Paul by commanding what
He knew Paul could not fulfill, but rather He permitted
sinto “trick” Paul by leading him to rely on hisown
power to obey, that Paul might discover powerlessness
and finally despair of delivering himself.

e “Andby it lew me”’; That iskilled off all hishopesin
himself, in his“flesh”. We all know how many honest
resolutions are made by earnest Christians to be better
Christians, to quit this sin or that bad habit; and what
failure and despair is the result of relying on our own
strength.
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e But to Paul, this failure was terrible; for there was the law, the law of Moses
given by God, under which he had been brought up and constantly instructed.
And now it not only doesn’'t help him, but it becomes the very means by which
sin attacks and slays him. All hope in himself lies dead.

Romans 7:12 Wherefore the law isholy, and the commandment holy, and just,

and good.

e Although it was the instrument used to kill him so to speak, Paul could not speak
against thelaw. 1 Tim. 1:8 Thelaw is holy because it reflects the character and
will of God Himself, who is holy. Hereisthe mark of atrue saint; he upholds
God, and condemns himself.

Romans 7:13 Wasthen that which is good made death unto me? God for bid.
But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good,;
that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful.

e Now Paul answers the further question: “ Did then that which is good become
death unto me”. And again, hisanswer is“God forbid”; it was indwelling sin
that brought death to me, using that which was good (the law).

e Through the commandment, sin was shown to be sin, and the more Paul became
aware of new and fresh commands of the law, the more intense and desperate
became indwelling sin’s opposition to it; it became “ exceedingly sinful”.

C. Thebdliever’'sinner conflict and eventual defeat described

Paul’s great struggle continued

¢ Ingenera we might say that inverses 14 to 17, the emphasis is upon practicing
what is hated; that is the inability to overcome sin in the flesh. Whilein verses
18 to 21, the emphasisis on the failure to do the desired good; the inability on
account of the flesh, to do right. Thus the double failure of a“born again
Christian” either to overcome evil or do good.

Romans 7:14 For we know that thelaw is spiritual: but | am carnal, sold
under sin.
e “Thelaw isspiritual” may include;
1. Given to man by God/Holy Spirit.
2. Can only be spiritually understood.
3. Spiritual in amora sense.
e “But | am carnal”: Paul speaks of himself here as heis by nature; not unsaved,

but a Christian not delivered from the power of theflesh. (1 Cor. 3:1)
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“Sold under sin”; iswhat the new convert does not know. Forgiven, justified,
he knows himself to be, but now to find an evil nature within of which he had no
Idea existed, is often avery frustrating and bitter experience.

Romans 7:15 For that which | do| allow not: for what | would, that do | not;
but what | hate, that do|I.

It would be good for us to remember throughout this struggle that it is not a
description by the apostle Paul of an experience that he was having when he
wrote this epistle, but rather an experience that all Christians will have before
they know about indwelling sin, or that they have died to sin, died to the law
which gives sin it’s power; and also does not know the Holy Spirit asan
indwelling presence and power against sin.

God let Paul have this experience, and now he writes about it so that we can
know the facts about the wretchedness of our old selves; and our powerlessness,
though born again, to deliver ourselves from the “law of sin” in our members.
Therefore Paul declares that in this struggle he found himself doing the very
things that he did not want to do, and the things that he wanted to do, he was not
ableto do. Basically hewas“living out” a manner of life that was not hisreal
choice; for he says, “not what | am desiring, that | am practicing”. Gal. 5:17

Romans 7:16 If then | do that which | would not, | consent unto the law that it
Is good.

Now he goes a step further by saying, “But if what | am not desiring, | am
practicing, | am consenting unto thelaw that it isright”. The wicked does
what he wants and condemns God’s law if it interferes with him, but Paul
declaresthat “1 have just discovered that | am not at all opposing the law, but am
agreeing that it isright”.

Paul, forgiven but undelivered cries, “the law isright”, however, | am far from
following it.

Romans 7:17 Now then it isno morel that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

“No longer I”; now that is awonderful discovery for any Christian; that thereis
a hateful power that dwells within, which seems like one’s own self, but isreally
“our old man”.

These are amazing and daring truths that are being brought out for the first time
In scripture; since | am doing what | am not desiring, there must be another evil
principle working within me. For it isnot me that is working out all this evil, but

an unwelcome, hateful tyrant which dwellsin me.
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Romans 7:18 For | know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good
thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which isgood |
find not.

e Hereisthe man who wrote in Philippians “If anyone has a mind to put
confidence in the flesh, | far more”; and he gave seven facts that he could boast
in. Phil. 3:4-6 But now, we find him saying, not only “in me dwells no good
thing”, but also “| can desire, but cannot do”.

e Thisgreat double lesson must be

learned by al Christians; 1. There
Isno good thing in our flesh, 2. \@
We cannot do the good we desire )

to do. (Phil. 3:3; Gen. 8:21)

e Hereisaquote by Watchman nee

that seems rather appropriate;
“”On the one hand, we believe that
we deserve only to die and that we al/
are dead in transgressions already.
But on the other hand, we think that
aslong asthereis breath in our
mouths, we can still be of some use to God. We think that we have failed because
we have not been strong enough in our determination and that we will overcome if
we do better the next time...... We think that we have failed because we are not
watchful and that we will be able to stand up to temptation if we are watchful the
next time......Wethink that we have failed because we have not rejected temptation
and that we will overcome if we reject temptation the next time.....We think that we
have failed this time because we have not prayed enough and that we will overcome
If we pray more and harder the next time.
Look at what we are doing...
God has crucified us on the cross and told us that we are dead. However, we have
not seen that we are dead, nor have we acknowledged nor believed that we are dead.
For the most part, we are hoping that the flame that has been extinguished will
flicker again if we giveit enough fanning...(Thisiswhy we are fanning all the
time).
Let’sfaceit, God haslost hopein us; and we must also lose hopein ourselves....
When we lose hope in ourselves, we will seethat ‘It isno longer |.”
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Romans 7:19 For the good that | would | do not: but the evil which | would

not, that | do.

e Thisverseisnot and should not be the normal Christian experience, even though
many Christians do experienceit. However this may describe our Christian lives
If we have not learned God' s way of faith.

Romans 7:20 Now if | dothat | would not, it isno more| that doit, but sin

that dwelleth in me.

e Paul here repeats hiswords from verse 17, that it isno longer “1”, but indwelling
sin that is working out this hatred life of defeat.

Romans 7:21 | find then alaw, that, when | would do good, evil is present with

me.

e He now states as a conclusion, what he has experientially discovered; “evil is
present with me”. Itisthedenia of thisfact that has wrecked many lives; evil
will be present in us until the Lord takes us home.

Romans 7:22 For | delight in the law of God after theinward man: 23 But |
see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and
bringing meinto captivity to the law of sin which isin my members.

e Herewe find delight, discernment, and defeat.

e First“delight in God’slaw in theinner man” (Ps. 1:2); thus revealing himself
as regenerate throughout this struggle. 2
Cor. 4:16 No unsaved man would say,
“itisno more| that do it, but sin which
dwellsin me’ because heis not
conscious of amoral power which is not
himself, for he has but one nature, the
flesh.

e Second discernment; “| see a different
law in my members’. Itisthe
ignorance or unwillingness to recognize
and own this “different law” (this enmity
toward God) in our members that causes
so much misery and lack of spiritual
growth. Aslong aswe fail to recognize indwelling sin, we are far from
deliverance. It'sinteresting that in the law of leper-cleansing (L ev. 13), if aman

shall havein the skin of hisflesh arising, or even awhite rising, he was unclean.
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But if the leprosy break abroad and cover all the skin, the priest shall pronounce
him clean (Lev. 13:12-13). It’ssignificant that at the conclusion of the Sermon
on the Mount (L uke 5:12-13), we find Christ healing aleper, who the physician
Luke describes as “full of leprosy”. It isbecause people do not recognize their
“all badness’ that they do not find Christ to be their all in all.

Third defeat; “ | see another law in my members, warring against the law of
my mind, and bringing meinto captivity to thelaw of sin”. Thereis war
going on inside of each Christian (Gal. 5:17; 1 Pet. 2:11) and thereis no
strength or power in ourselves against “the law of sin which isin my members’.
God has | eft us as dependent on Christ’ s work for our deliverance and for our
forgiveness. Itistotally because we died with Him at the cross to sin as well as
to the whole legal principle, that sin’s power, for those in Christ, is broken.

Romans 7:24 O wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me from the body
of thisdeath?

Notice that all self-hope has ceased. It isnot how shall | deliver myself, or even
how shall | be delivered? But it isafrantic appeal for adeliverer; “Who shall
deliver me”?

“Thebody of death’ - what a description of the body; unredeemed, unchanged,
under the law of sinin al it's members. No matter what the “delight” of the of
the quickened human spirit regarding the things of God, to dwell undelivered in
such abody istofind it a“body of death”.

Romans 7:25 | thank God (for deliverance) through Jesus Christ our Lord. So
then with the mind | myself servethelaw of God; but with the flesh the law of

sin.

The battle ends with a shout of victory; the winners know who really won.

The answer to Paul’ s question, “who shall deliver me”, isfound in our
identification with Christ in Hisdeath; “1 thank God (for deliverance) through
Jesus Christ our Lord”.

Paul was not delivered by Christ, but through Him, not by anything that Christ
would do for him at that time, but through the revelation of the fact that he had
died, positionally, with Christ at the cross to this wretched indwelling sin as well
asto thelaw which gave sin it’s power.

And now the conclusion: “ So then, with the mind | myself serve the law of
God”; (The real renewed mind subject to God's law), “ But with the flesh the
law of sin”. Paul saw it at last, and bowed to it; that all he was by nature/by the

flesh was irrevocably committed to sin. So he gave up to see himself totally in
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Christ, who now lived in him, and to walk not by the law, but by the Spirit only;
in whose power alone the Christian lifeisto belived.

e Now we move to chapter 8, the victory chapter, which is all about the Holy
Spirit.
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LESSON 3
Romans Chapter 8

I ntroduction

¢ \We have now cometo that great chapter 8 in the book of Romans which has
often been referred to as the “ Victory Chapter.” It comes after the work of
Christ. After His atoning blood has put the believer’s sinsaway. After he has
seen that he died with Christ to sin’s power as well asto the legal responsibility
he had in Adam. After the words “sin shall not have dominion over you, for you
are not under law, but under grace”. Finaly after the hopeless struggle of the
flesh, shown to be incurably bad, and that there is a blessed deliverance which
gives freedom through our Lord Jesus Christ.

e Romans 8isall about the work of the Holy Spirit; up until this time, the Holy
Spirit has only been mentioned one time in Romans 5:5, but here in chapter 8 it
IS mentioned 19 times.

e Romans8is God' sremedy for man’'sdilemma. Itislifein Christlived inthe
Spirit. Itisruled by grace and lived by faith.

e The answer to “living avictorious Christian life rests with the Holy Spirit. Itis
not a question of our ability or effort, but of the absolute faithfulness of the Spirit
of God. CAN WE TRUST HIM? W¢e'll answer that question in chapter 8.

A. Ddliverancethrough theindwelling Spirit of Christ;

Contrast with the weakness of the law and the flesh

Romans 8:1 Thereistherefore now no condemnation to them which arein Christ

Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

o “Therefore” looks back to the struggle of Chapter Seven, and the thankful shout
of verse 25.

o At first glance, it would appear that Paul is speaking of our justification by the
blood of Christ, and that is definitely seen here. However, there are two kinds of
condemnation: 1) Condemnation before God; 2) Condemnation before ourselves.

e What Paul may be saying hereisthat thereisalso NO SELF-
CONDEMNATION to those who arein (abiding in) Christ Jesus. Thewords*“in
Christ Jesus’ express that glorious position in Christ risen where God has placed
every believer, where condemnation is not, and cannot be.

¢ Remember the Bible has one interpretation and many applications--thereis no
condemnation; whether it be condemnation before God, or self

condemnation...and why isthat? Our answer isfoundinvs2;
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Romans 8:2 For thelaw of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus hath made mefree

from the law of sin and death.

e Becausethe Spirit actsasalaw of life delivering us
from the law of sin and death: therefore, thereis no
condemnation. The subject hereis no longer
Christ’swork for us, but rather the Spirit'swork in
us.

e Without the Spirit within asalaw of life, there
would be nothing but condemnation; for the new
believer has no power within himself against alife
of perpetual bondage to the flesh apart from the

Holy Spirit.
e Thelaw of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesusis stronger than the law of sin and
death.

e Let’'sgive somethought to this. 1) What is the difference between sin and the
law of sin, or between death and the law of death? A law is simply something
that happens over and over again, and each time it happens, it happens the same
way. 2) Take for instance the law of gravity. If | drop my Bible and it fallsto the
floor, that isthe effect of gravity. However, if | drop it in India, Mexico, Kenya,
and Thailand, and it always fallsto the floor in the same way, then that is the law
of gravity.

e Now let’s consider the law of sin and death: if
someone comes to me and makes a cutting
remark and immediately | become angry and
bitter toward that person, that is the effects of
sin. But if different people make unkind
remarks and it consistently produces the same
angry and bitter response, we can now declare
that isalaw of sin. Likethelaw of gravity, it
Is something that always happens the same </
way. <t

e Let'sadd thislittle side note: when the Bibleis
dropped, it just naturally falls to the floor without any help from anyone; the law
of sin and death islike that. (Rom. 7:23)

e Thelaw of sinjust naturally happensin us because we are born with asin nature.
The question now becomes, how can we be set free from the law of sin and
death?
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Let’slook again at the law of gravity. Can we overcome the law of gravity?
Yes. All we must do is place our hand under the Bible; there is a higher law
here, the law of life.

In just the same way, God delivers us from one law by introducing another. The
law of sin and death isthere all the time, but God has put another more powerful
law in effect; the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. Read verse 2 again.
Noticeitisalaw of lifein Christ. The resurrection life that triumphed over sin
and death. (Ephesians 1:18-20; Philippians 3:10)

Now asto “the law of sin and death”, the latter part of chapter seven made
abundantly clear what that was; the power of sin working within our unredeemed
bodies against which even the renewed will is powerless.

Now another “law” has come in, “the law of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus’.
Not only does the believer have lifein the risen Christ, but to him has been given
the Holy Spirit as the power of that life who makes the deliverance of Rom. 7:24
aredlity. Of course the deliverance is through Christ, for it is Christ’s own risen
life that we believers now share.

Day after day, week after week, month after month, year after year, in the newest
convert aswell asthe oldest saint, the Holy Spirit gives freedom from the law of
sin and death.

Consider now Colossians 2:6, “as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so
walk you in Him.” How did we receive Him? First we came to the end of our
efforts to try and save ourselves, then we gained alittle knowledge that Jesus had
died for us, we believed that truth and received God' s grace, eternad life. Inthe
same way we must come to the end of our efforts to overcome the law of sin and
death, and rather depend on the indwelling Holy Spirit; we will then find His
new LAW OF LIFE overcoming that old law of sin and death. 2 Cor. 3:6

Romans 8:3 For what thelaw could not do, in that it wasweak through the
flesh, God sending hisown Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in theflesh: 4 That the righteousness of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

e God accomplished the thing the law could not do. The law was powerless on

account of the flesh. The law, holy, just, and good, could command; but the
flesh was not subject to it, and could not be.

e Theflesh isweak, therefore we cannot fulfill the law in the power of the flesh

(self effort). Now because of our inability and because the law must be fulfilled
in us but we have no power to carry it out, God did athing that the law could not

do. Thething that God did was to “send His Son in the likeness of sinful man”.
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Jesus Christ took on human form; this likeness was not merely in appearance, He
was completely human (John 1:14), with the same desires that yield to sin, but
He never sinned. (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 2:17-18; 4:14-16) Jesus Christ took on
humanity in order to be our sin offering.

e Because Christ was sinless, His death paid the “ death sentence” for all of
mankind, setting us free from sin’s power; “He condemned sin in the flesh”,
although it has not yet been removed.

e Throughout the Old Testament and Psalms, we find that there is under the law,
an almost constant striving and groaning after righteousness; seen but not
experienced because the law consisted of outward actions to be fulfilled by man.
The law furnished no power.

¢ Now in Rom. 8:4, we seethree things. Firgt, this righteous state; second, that it
was not fulfilled by us; third, it isfulfilled in us as we “walk according to the
Spirit”.

e God has not only condemned sin, but He
has also provided the Holy Spirit to indwell
us and give us the ability to fulfill the law
(Matt 5:17). How isHe going to fulfill it?
Verse 4tells us, as we “walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit.”

e To“walk after” implies subjection,
yieldedness, speaks of control. Therefore,
walking after the flesh means that | am
yielded to, in subjection, and under the
control of the flesh. However, to walk after
the Spirit meansthat | am yielded to, in
subjection and under the control of the
Spirit. (Galatians 5:16; Ephesians 5:18-21)

e Thework on the cross was perfect and far reaching indeed. Not only did Jesus
put away our guilt before God by His blood, but there our old man was crucified
with Him: Sin was condemned as having any connection with human flesh.

Romans 8:5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh;

but they that are after the Spirit the thingsof the Spirit.

e Theword “mind” here does not have reference to the intellect, but rather to it’s
natural disposition. We find two classes; first, “those according to the flesh”
which includes the unsaved (Eph. 2:3); second, those according to the Spirit”

who are God'’ s true children complete with an indwelling Holy Spirit.
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All these “ after the flesh” do mind the things of the flesh. The word “mind here,
means to give attention to. They cherish, desire, are occupied with, absorbed in,
talk of, think of, the things of the flesh. In other words, they are occupied with
the flesh’ sthings--lust, greed, laziness, pride, envy, anger, etc.

However, there are those who are after the Spirit. The Amplified version uses
the word “ controlled”, minds the Spirit’ s things; such as salvation, the Lord Jesus
Christ, the Word, praise and worship, prayer, the fellowship of the saints, love,
joy, peace, €tc.

True, that many Christians fall short in some of these areas, but do mind the
things of the Spirit to some degree; however, there are those who will have
nothing of them, and the reason is shown in the next verse.

Romans 8:6 For to becarnally minded isdeath; but to be spiritually minded is
life and peace.

Paul immediately gives the reason for the differenceinverse 5. The amplified
version actually trandates ver se 6 this way; “ For the mindset of the flesh is
death, but the mindset of the Spirit, life and peace.” which puts a whole other
light on it. New American Standard translation is “the mindset on the flesh is
death”. (I Cor. 2:12-14)

Notice that Paul does not say “to be spiritually minded islife and peace’, asif it
were a state of being in which abeliever comes, but rather he says “the mind of
the Spiritislife and peace”. In neither case does God speak of people, but of the
flesh and of the Spirit.

We could say that if we are “according to the Spirit”, we have been born of God
and have received an indwelling Comforter, whose whole mind, disposition, and
manner of lifewithin usis“life and peace’. This*“life” which the Spirit supplies
isthelife of the Risen Christ, and this “peace’ isthat of Christ.

Romans 8.7 Because the carnal mind isenmity against God: for it isnot
subject to thelaw of God, neither indeed can be.

Probably no script more completely shows the wretched \5 3 y
condition of natural man in the flesh (an enemy of God). @
Romans 5:10 makes it clear that we were reconciled to God N
while enemies, but that reconciliation did not in any way, change
the nature of the flesh. On the contrary, we were transferred by ¢ o
death with Christ, into the Risen Christ; the flesh remaining

unchanged.

Wo
- - . . . /_
Our condition whilein the flesh is aslost by nature as that of the “\
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demons, for nothing worse could be said of them than that they are enemies of
God and are not able to be subject to Hislaw. Itisvery clear from Scripture that
God has given the flesh up, and nothing short of God’ s grace and mercy has
redeemed a human being.

Romans 8:8 So then they that arein the flesh cannot please God.

Thisis God's great announcement concerning all mankind who are out of Christ.
Thosein the flesh, even if like Cain, would worship God but coming in their own
way (the flesh’sway), which God cannot and will not accept.

What a horrible situation, in a position forever displeasing to the One from
Whom all blessings flow; such are all not born of God.

Romans 8:9 But yearenot in theflesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit
of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, heis none of
his.

Hereis the mark of atrue Christian; the Spirit of God dwellsin him. If heis
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, he is no longer positioned in the flesh, but rather is an
entirely different kind of being, positioned “in the Spirit”.

The Spirit now becomesthe realm in which the believer lives; like water to a
fish, or air to a bird, vital, supplying, protecting, etc. “Dwelleth inyou”, isa
word that is used five times to communicate the idea of the Spirit making His
home within every redeemed one.

“Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, heisnoneof his.” When Paul
here says “none of His’, he is speaking in an absolute way of those who are
Christ’s and those who are not. Those who are Christ’s either have, or will have
the Spirit.

Another thought to ponder is that the Spirit hereisreferred to as the “ Spirit of
Christ”. Heiscalled thus because Christ promised and sent Him. (Jn. 15:26
and 16:7)

Romans 8:10 And if Christ bein you, (though) the body is dead because of sin;
but (yet) the Spirit islife because of (Christ’s) righteousness.
e Herein thistenth verse we have the answer to Christ’s prayer in Jn. 17:21-22.

“l pray....that they all may be one; even as Thou, Father, arein Me, and | in
Thee, that they also may bein us;.....that they may be one, even aswe are one”.

e “Christinus’; (2 Cor. 13:5). It might be good at this point to consider the 2

phrases, ”In Christ” and “ Christ in you.”
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The moment we trust Christ as our Savior, we step out of lifein Adam and enter
into lifein Christ, (I Cor. 1:30). Theterm, “In Christ,” isthe key to the whole
New Testament; it, or it's equivalent is used 130 times. These two words are
probably the most important ever written to describe the relationship between
Christians and Christ. To be“In Christ” determines our position, privileges, and
possessions. To be“In Christ” isto be where Heis, to be what Heis, and to
possess what He has. Whereis He? He'sin the heavenlies. Where does that
leave us? Inthe heavenlies. (Phil. 3:20). Itis God'sdesire for usto begin to
livein heaven, now. (Col. 3:1,2)

Tobein Christistoisto bewhat Heis, (I John
4:17).

To bein Christ isto possess what He has, (Rom.
8:17 & 32). We should be living like spiritual
millionaires so that otherswill desire our spiritual
wealth, but instead we live like spiritual paupers.
How so? Millionaire--love, joy peace. Pauper--
anger, depression, frustration.

Thus was the one part of our Lord’ sintercession
answered; we are “in Christ”.

The other part of the great mystery is now before us
In this tenth verse; the Spirit can make Christ present
“inus’. (1Cor. 13:18; 2 Cor. 13:5; Gal. 2:20)
Notice the progression in the Galatians verse. First, | have been crucified; and
then Christ livesin me. Thedeath of self must precede the Christ life. The real
Christian lifeisto possess the life of Christ in such away that we can say with
Paul, “to meto liveis Christ.” (Phil. 1:21). Thereal Christian lifeisto have
Jesus Christ filling our mind, will and emotions in such away that my will is His
will and my emotions are coming from Him. (John 17:261 Cor. 1:30, 31)

It is Jesus Christ filling my life until | have no life apart from Him. (Col. 3:4).
“Christ in you” was the heart of Paul’ s message to the churches and He made it
very clear in all histeaching and preaching. (Col. 1:27) Paul had one goal and
that was to see Christ formed in every believer (Gal. 4:19). The Christian life
(The Christ Life) can be defined in these two simple phrases:

In Christ...
Christinyou...

e What God has really done through all thisisto bring Christ and the Christian

into oneness in such away that Christ is both in the heavenlies and on earth and

the Christian is both on earth and in the heavenlies. Christ in theheavenliesis
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the invisible part of the Christian while the Christian on earth is the visible part
of Christ. In other words, we Christians are to bring Christ down from heaven to
earth that men may see who He is and what He can do in ahuman life. (2 Cor.
4:10).

Back to Rom. 8:10. Thereisadouble fact stated here.

The body is dead--our bodies are under the curse and not redeemed; they are
dead toward God because of sin. (Rom. 6:23)

However, the (our) spirit is alive toward God because of Christ’s righteousness
that has been givento us. (2 Cor. 5:21)

Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesusfrom the dead dwell
in you, hethat raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

The mortal body is the subject here. Although our bodies are dead to God on
account of sin, the Spirit will give life to these dead to God mortal (subject to
physical death) bodies, so that not only are we able to present the members of
our bodies to God as instruments of righteousness (Rom. 6:13), but also one day,
at Christ’s return, they will be as alive to God as our redeemed spirits now are.
“Mortal” and “immortal” in scripture always refers to the body. It isthis
“mortal” which will “put on immortality” when Christ comes. (I Cor. 15:35-54 2
Cor.5:1-4)

“Who shall deliver me’? That question of Chapter 7 is answered here in Chapter
8. Not only from guilt by the shed blood of Christ, but also from the “law of sin”
in our members. But further, now we find that God, by the same indwelling
Spirit, will bring our dead to God and subject to death mortal bodies, to share
that life in Christ that our spirits now have.

Romans 8:12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to theflesh, to live after
the flesh.

Therefore, has all the great truth in mind from 6:1 to thisverse. Identified with
Christ, our old man crucified with Him, and our connection with Adam broken
by death, made to share in His newness of life, the Spirit of lifeis caused to
dwell inus by His mighty power, setting us free from the law of sin and death,
because all rights of sin as connected with flesh were cancelled at the cross.
Finaly, although our bodies are dead to God, yet the Spirit of Him who raised

Jesus from the dead, will make our bodies also alive toward Him when Christ
returns.
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e Now, “we are debtors’ to God, to Christ and to the indwelling Holy Spirit. Yes,
we are indeed debtors, but not to the flesh.

Romans 8:13 For if yelive after the flesh, ye shall die: but if yethrough the

Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

e 13a— Thisgreat warning shows how those who have a knowledge of the truth
may yet be walking in the flesh which involves refusing the Spirit. (1 Cor. 15:2;
Coal. 1:23) Death hererefersto eternal death in Rom. 6:21, 23. (Gal. 6:8; Jude
12; Heb. 6:4-6)

e 13b— Theflesh/sin nature shows itself through the vehicle of the body; God's
Spirit dwellsin us for the purpose of putting to death the misdeeds of the body,
which originate in the flesh, comes through the soul, and manifestsitself in evil
behavior (misdeeds of the body). A holy life without a controlled body is
impossible.

e The misdeeds of the body, which stem from the flesh, are naturally selfish,
because the body is not redeemed. Even the lawful needs and desires of the body
become sinful and full of death if the flesh isruling the body. InRom. 6:11-12,
we read, “ Count yourselves dead to sin”; and therefore “let not sin reign in your
mortal body that you should obey the desires of it (the body)”.

e A holy lifeisto belived by us. (1 Thes. 4:7) Not that we have any power; we
have none. But God’s Spirit dwells within us for the purpose of putting to death
the deeds of the body. Self control is one of that sweet cluster called “the fruit of
the Spirit”. (Gal. 5:22)

B. Believers made children of God and co-heirswith Christ

Romans 8:14 For asmany asareled by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of

God.

e Theterm “led by the Spirit” does not refer to service or guidance, but rather to
control by the spirit, of those born of the spirit, and living in and by the spirit.

e Keepinmind that “sons’ refersto “adult sons’, and Paul declares here that, true
sons of God are those who are led/controlled by the spirit.

Romans8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage

again to fear; but ye havereceived the Spirit of adoption,

wher eby we cry, Abba, Father.

o |srael received a spirit of bondage when they were placed
under the law; how sad it is that the majority of Chrigtians

consider themselves to be under the law, and therefore under
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bondage. In thisway, they are much like the world, which sees Christ as a tough
taskmaster; the result of a spirit of bondageisfear.

e A spirit of fear and bondage is as much out of place now asif one were afraid to

face God at therapture. 2 Tim. 1.7
“But ye havereceived the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father.” Gal.4.56

Romans 8:16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we arethe
children of God:

Human philosophy and science knows nothing about the human spirit or Holy
Spirit. It'sinteresting that God in this passage does not acknowledge or address
the human intellect, but rather the spirit (The Spirit itself beareth witnesswith
our spirit).

A child of God knows; and the Holy Spirit kegps witnessing, not through the
mind, but directly with the spirit (God-consciousness), that he is a born-one of
God.

The spirit goes beyond the realm of human consciousness, therefore assurance of
our salvation is not gained through our senses (soul).

Along with this assurance that we are indeed God'’ s child, the indwelling Spirit
forever witnesses to this fact, enabling us'moving usto cry “Abba Father”.

Romans 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirsof God, and joint-heirswith
Christ; if so bethat we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.
e “If born ones, then heirs’. Heirship is from relationship; therefore, if amanis

really achild of God by birth, he becomes an heir of God, and joint-heir with His
Son. Thisisafact of overwhelming magnitude; it is said of no angel, cherub, or
seraph, that they are heirs of God.

Believers must meditate deeply on thisfact; “1, aguilty, lost, wretched child of
Adam, am born of God, therefore | am one of Hisheirs’. All that Heisand all
that He hasis ours at salvation.

“if so bethat we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together” .
The question is; who are to be glorified with Christ when He comes? The
answer; al the saints will share Christ’s glory. (Jn. 17:24) The following
scriptures leave no room for a partial rapture; (2 Thes. 1:10; 1 Cor. 15:23; Col.
3:4;1Jn. 3:2)

Now the Greek word for “suffer with” is used just one other time in the new
Testament in 1 Cor. 12:26; “if one member suffer, all the members suffer with
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it”. Note that “suffering with” is not a voluntary matter, but one necessitated by
therelationship. If someone steps on my foot, my whole body reacts; soitis
with Christ and His members.

e Therefore, being ajoint-heir with Jesus, as well as a member of His body, all
believers will just naturally share in the sufferings that every member of aliving
Christ will suffer in this fallen world.

C. Futuredeliverance from death and suffering

Romans 8:18 For | reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not

worthy to be compared with the glory which shall berevealed in us.

e (Heb. 11:35-38). Tortured, mockings and scourgings, bonds and imprisonment,
sawn asunder, tempted, slain with the sword, went about in sheepskins and
goatskins, destitute, afflicted, evil treated, wandering through the earth; in spite
of these earthly horrors, the glory that shall be revealed will swallow up these
brief troubles so that they will not be remembered when Christ returns.

e Inview of the glory to be revealed in and through the =\
church, the sufferings which God has ordained for al
believers, no matter how difficult, will seem as nothing. :/z/

2Cor.4:17

Romans 8:19 For the ear nest expectation of the \;x\ ,§ - %‘

creaturewaiteth for the manifestation of the sons of

God.

e Theworld knows nothing of thisverse. Evolutioniststell their story of where the
world came from and where it will end up, but here God tells unto what creation
iIscoming...all of creation iswaiting in expectation for the unveiling of the sons
of God. Theword “revealing” here means aremoval of covering. Presently, we
saints are wrapped up in acommon brown wrapping paper of flesh which looks
like other folks. But the whole creation eagerly awaits for our unveiling at
Christ’s coming, because we are one with Him, and will be glorified with Him at
Hiscoming. 1Jn. 3:2

Romans 8:20 For the creature (creation) was made subject to vanity, not

willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the A

samein hope, ~

e Here God looks back to the garden and to Adam’s sin
(Gen. 3:17, 18); “Cursed isthe ground for thy sake...
Thornsand thistles shall it bring forth”. Herewesee /'y
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God subjecting the whole creation to “vanity”. The book of Ecclesiastes dwells
long on this “vanity”; “putting forth the tender leaves of hope’, only to have the
“sudden frost” of disease and death end earthly hope.

e Hope lies ahead for creation, because the millennium is coming and after that, a

new heaven and earth.

Romans 8:21 Becausethe creatureitself also shall be delivered from the

bondage of corruption into the gloriousliberty of the children of God.

¢ [tisinteresting that athough we, who are in Christ, are new creatures, yet God
has left our bodies as the link with the present “groaning” creation. This
bondage of corruption isall around us. Every decaying carcass of earthly
creatures speaks of the “bondage of corruption.” Man's sin has caused ruin all
throughout creation; decay, disease, suffering, death, and destruction
everywhere,

e Paul tellsusinGal. 5:1, that we already have liberty/freedom in Christ; the
liberty of grace. However, “the glorious liberty of the children of God” awaits
Christ’s Second Coming. Into that glorious liberty, creation, which has shared
“the bondage of corruption”, will be brought along with us,

e Contrast the state of creation today with that of the Millennial Kingdom in
(Isaiah 11:6-9).

Romans 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in

pain together until now.

e Thisworld’ s doctors, oceanographers, geologists, scientists, come face to face
with death every day, with every sick patient, in every crushed ocean shell, every
rotten log, but never seem to even get aglimpse of the bondage of corruption in
which all creation is groaning; but rather they speak of progress and evolution.

e One poet wrote these words: “ The larks on the wing, the snails on the thorn,
God’sin His heaven, all’s well with the world.” How far from understanding
many people are; to think of writing, “al’swell” in aworld where al are
dying...no evolution, no progression; just the opposite.

e Ever since Adam’'ssin, the curselies on al the earth. The earth and the creatures
are away from God, consequently “groaning” and “travailing” are everywhere.
But travailing, though painful, looks forward to a birth.

e “Until now”; No “evolution”, no “progress’ until Christ comes with the “liberty
of the glory”.
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Romans 8:23 And not only they, but our selves also, which have the firstfruits
of the Spirit, even we our selves groan within our selves, waiting for the
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.

e [t'sinteresting that the Christian is the connection between “groaning creation”
and God. Heisredeemed positionally/heavenly, but his body is unredeemed
conditionally/earthly. Y et the Holy Spirit, as the firstfruit of that coming bodily
redemption dwellsin him.

e Wecould pictureit like this: one who belongsin heaven, yet kept in a body
which groans with groaning creation (2 Cor. 5:1-2), yet in al this he experiences
the goodness of God. For dwelling in Him, is God Himself, in the person of the
Holy Spirit to guide and comfort until the body is redeemed.

e Our positionisasfollows; A recipient of grace, in Christ, sharing in Hisrisen
life, delivered from sin’s power and law and all worldly things. On the other
hand, not yet partaker of glory, (though expecting and awaiting it), but kept in an
unredeemed body, not fitted yet for heaven, and in which the longing Spirit,
knowing the He Himself isfit to be a*“ partaker of the saintsin light”, can only
groan.

e God began with man’s body in Eden, and He will end with redeeming our
bodies.

Romans 8:24 For we are saved by hope: but hopethat is seen isnot hope: for
what a man seeth, why doth heyet hopefor? 25 But if we hopefor that we see
not, then do we with patience wait for it.

e We could define “hope” as*“confident expectation”. “Confidently expecting”
something better. The very fact that we have not seen it as of yet, produces
within us that grace which is so precious to God; patient endurance; hope.
Patiently waiting for the coming “liberty of the glory of the children of God”.
Heb. 11:1

pirit’sintercession and intervention for believers

Romans 8:26 Likewisethe Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not

what we should pray for aswe ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession

for uswith groaningswhich cannot be uttered.

e Many Christians attempt to flatter both God and those listening, as well as
themselves with beautiful and elogquent prayers. Not so with those who are
walking in the Spirit, for they will have a deep sense of need and inability.

e We know that Christ makes intercession for us at the right hand of God; but here,

the Spirit, who knows our every need, is making intercession within us.
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e The Spirit, knowing all this, groans— what aword! How shallow is our

understanding and appreciation. Notice that He intercedes with groanings that
cannot be uttered. Eph. 6:18; Jude 20

“Which cannot be uttered”; It would seem that here are needs which our minds
know nothing and words cannot describe.

Romans 8:27 And hethat searcheth the hearts knoweth what isthe mind of
the Spirit, because he maketh inter cession for the saints according to the will of
God.

It is God the Father here that is “ searching the hearts’ to know what isin the
mind of the indwelling Holy Spirit, to know what the Spirit groans for, in order
that He may supply it. For inthe plan of salvation, God the Father is the Source,
Christ the Channel, and the Spirit the Agent.

We know not how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit makes intercession for us
“according to God”. According to His nature of which we are partakers;
according to our need which He discerns; according to our dangers which He
foresees; according to all the desires He has toward us.

Romans 8:28 And we know that all thingswork together for good to them that
love God, to them who arethe called according to his pur pose.

“To them that love God”; It al comes down to this question, have we believed as
guilty lost sinners, that Jesus Christ died on the crossto pay our sin penalty? Is
that our only hope? If so, 1 Jn. 4:16 becomes true; “We know and have believed
the love which God hath to us’, and verse 19 follows: “We love, because He
first loved us’. We cannot work up love for God; but His redeeming love for us,
believed in, becomes the cause and spring of our love. (2 Cor. 14a; Eph. 3:17-
19)

If we have agodly old grandmother whom we know really loves us; we will “go
the extramile’, we will do anything for her because we know how much she
loves us. The sameistrue with Christ, when we begin to comprehend the love
He hasfor us, we will reciprocate that love.

“All things work together for good” to all believing lovers of God. When we
begin to reflect on all that the Lord has created around us as well as everything
that He permits/orchestratesin our lives, to bring about “good” in, through, and
for us, thereis a growing confidence and peace that “all things truly are working
together for our good”. God indeed does have our best interest at heart. (Eph.
1:11)



e “For good”; bright things and dark things, happy or sad things, bitter or sweet
things, times of prosperity or times of adversity 2 Cor. 4:17; when the
Shunammite, with her one child lying at home dead answered Elisha s question
“isit well with the child?” “Itiswell”. (2 King 4:26) One Christian writer
explained verse 28 in thisway, “ A soft pillow for atired heart.”

e “Tothem that are called according to His purpose’. We come once again,
face to face, with Divine Sovereign el ection where we find those that love God
are further defined as those that are “called”, not invited, according to His
purpose2 Tim. 1:9. God isinfinite, man is dust; if God had a purpose, a definite
intention, it will come to pass, for He has limitless resources. As David says,
“all things are thy servants’.

e From hereto the end of the chapter, it's all God, and He promisesto use
everything, good or bad, to bring about His “good” purpose and “good” plan for
us. (2Tim. 1:9; Eph. 3:11) And what is His purpose and plan? (Verse 29)

Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be

confor med to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many

brethren.

e “For whom Hedid foreknow”. This“for” looks back at the word “purpose”’ and
opens out His purpose for those He “foreknew” (God’ s foreknowledge refersto a
Divine pre-acquaintance).

e “Foreknowledge’ isfirst, then the marking out a destiny
befitting those foreknown ones. “He also did
predestinate/foreordain” believersto reach a particular
goal. That goal isto change all believersinto the “image of
His Son” — nothing lacking, nothing short, like Christ —
God's purposein al of our livesisto mold usinto the
image of Christ. Gal. 4:19

e Let'sgo back to the beginning, back to the Garden, to see
God’soriginal purpose. InGen. 1:26 weread; "And God
said, let us make man in our image, after our
likeness"...And so Adam, the head of the human race, was
made in the image of God. Gen 1:27

e Now the big question is...What was that image? The most logical answer would
be, aphysical body. However John 4.24 says, "God is Spirit" and spirits don't
have physical bodies. Therefore, the image of God must be seen in something
else. (Thesoul) Our soul isour mind, will and emotions.

¢ Give some thought to this;, we have a mind like God's.
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It’ s interesting to consider that we don't know everything that God knows, but
because we have amind like Him, He can teach us. It is the same with our
children. They don't know all we know, but because they have amind like ours,
we can teach them.

We aso have awill like God's; we can make decisions as God also makes
decisions.

Finally, we have emotions like God; the Bible speaks of God having, joy,
sorrow, anger and love, al of which are emotions that we humans have.
However, at the fall, man's soul became self centered rather than God centered;
therefore, rather than being dependent on God we become independent, and in
this condition we see that Adam brought forth a sinful, ungodly, self centered
race of people born spiritually dead in trespasses and sins. Gen. 5:3, and thisis
exactly how we come into the world, spiritually dead. Eph. 2:1

However, Heb. 1:1-3-Coal. 1:14,15; (Jesus Christ istheimage of theinvisible
God) Finally, after thousands of years, here is the image of God back on the
earth in the person of Jesus Christ.

An interesting question to consider; what is the image of God? What does it
look like when we have it on? Theimage of God/Christ is one of death...Dying
to self. Phil 3:10, Phil. 2:5-8

Picture in your mind the perfect Christian. What does he look like? Heis
patient, kind, doesn't seek his own, not inflated with self importance, not easily
provoked, bears all things, endures al things. Again, Luke 9:23. What does it
take to be patient with an unreasonable person? It takes dying to self. What
does it take to be kind to someone who we feel doesn't deserve our kindness,
etc.? Dyingto self. John 12:24; 1Cor.15:36; 2Cor. 7:3 - Notice Paul says,
"you arein our heartsto dieand live". Dieand live, thisis contrary to nature.

It isalways live first then die, but not for we Christians, we must die in order to
live. Thisisthe principle of death and resurrection, and can only take place at
the cross....Rom.6:6; Gal.2:20.

It isinteresting to note that Jesus' life produced little or no fruit; oh, He healed a
few people, and fed 5,000 and 4,000, but it was His death that gives us eternal
life. If we areto become like Jesus, if we are to be molded into Hisimage, if we
are to become fruitful disciples of Christ, then we must deny, or die to self.
“Predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might bethe
firstborn among many brethren”. Even before He created the world He
determined this: “ That He might be the first born.” In Christ, like Chrigt, thisis
the highest place that God can give His creation. God puts us there; and of
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Christ it iswritten, “He is not ashamed to call them brethren” because we are “all
of onewith Christ”. (Heb. 2;11) Thisisgrace, not to bless us only by Jesus, but
to bless us with Him.

Romans 8:30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and
whom he called, them he also justified: and whom hejustified, them he also
glorified.

e Simply put, even before God created the world, before we were born because He
would have never chosen us afterward, God determined that He would mold us.
So He called us by the Gospel to come as sinners and trust in our Redeemer.

e Since we are considering God' s unfolding of His “purpose”’ of ver se 28, we must
give some thought to “called” from God's side. “Calling isthat determination by
God, of the realm and mode of life for those whom He foreknew and
predestined.

e S0 “whom He called, them He also justified” (declared righteous). God does
not here speak of “justification’ by faith, which this epistleisfilled with. Now
we know that only those who believe are justified; yet in God’s counsels, all His
elect already before Him are counted righteous (justified).

e Hedidn't stop there, “Them He also glorified.” Thisisthe end of this amazing
series of truth— Glorified”. So we saints go on to aglory for God foreknew usin
Christ; and it isin this glorified Christ that God chose uslong ago, before the
foundations of the world. And so we saints go on to aglory already true of us by
the word of God - Glorified body/ free from sin and death/everything that Jesus
hasand is, isours.

E. Thelove and graceof God poured out on His children

Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who

can be against us?

e Paul now arrives at the mountain top of Christianity hereinverse 31— This
appears to be a questioning word as well as a triumphant
word. “What shall we say to these things that have just
been said from foreknowledge to glorification?” To
doubt them isto deny them.

e What will we say to these things? Let’s say with Paul;
God isfor us. We are expected to have heard,
undergood, and believed everything written thus far in
Romans: the conclusion — “God isfor us’; the Creator

of the universe, the Upholder of all things, the Redeemer God Himself, “for us’.
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Now comes the challenge: “Who isagainst us’? Paul knew, as no others have
ever known, the persecuting energy of the haters of the Gospel, who stood ready
to seize him. Yet he challenges al; “who can be against us?”

Romans 8:32 Hethat spared not hisown Son, but delivered him up for usall,
how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

Thisisthe God who isfor us; and thisisthe proof. God has poured out His love,
opened to us His heart, He has spared not, given His best (His own Son, His only
Son, His well-beloved Son), His all, even Christ; now with Him all things come.
Ah, how wretched we are, even in our own sight; guilty, miserable, defiled,
powerless, worthless— For usall.

“Delivered Him up”; We saw this same word in Rom. 4:25 —“delivered up for
our trespasses’. We know why, but unto what? Mocking, spitting, scourging,
crucifying by men; and to the horrible cup of wrath for our sins at God' s hand —
infinitely more appalling than anything by the hand of man. Y et, God spared not
— His own Son — but delivered Him up —for us all.

“How shall henot with him also freely give usall things?” He has spared not,
given us His best, His all —even Christ. Now with Him, all things come. All the
gifts or blessings that God may give to us, now or hereafter, are nothing
compared to Christ.

“All things’; It will greatly please the Father for us to come before His throne of
Grace saying; “You did not spare your son, but gave Him for me, therefore...”
Let all things be all things.

Romans 8:33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God
that justifieth.

This passage is addressed to God' s elect, who boldly challenge any and every foe
concerning any possible charge laid against them before God.

It is not that we are without fault, we know that. But “Godisfor us’. The
emphasisison God! Heisthe Judge and we are His elect; He has declared His
elect (those of faith in Jesus) righteous, so who can condemn? Shall anyone
stand before God’ s high court and condemn “whom He has justified”? Is. 50:8
Satan may accuse us, but the day of our condemnation is gone forever, and God
will take our part.

Romans 8:34 Who ishethat condemneth? It isChrist that died, yearather,
that isrisen again, who is even at theright hand of God, who also maketh
inter cession for us.
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e Thereisno crucifix here, no dead Christ, but rather one raised, and at the right
hand of God; not merely therein
a place of honor and power, but
occupied for our benefit.

e Godisfor us(verse3l); the
indwelling Spirit is making
intercession for us (ver se 26); and
now hereinverse 34 Christ is
making intercession for us. What
asalvation in which all three
persons of the Trinity are

constantly occupied on our
behalf.

Romans 8:35 Who shall separate usfrom thelove of Christ? shall tribulation,

or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

e No enemy, no lack, no guilt, no condemnation and now no separation. The word
“who” here obvioudly refersto God’' s enemy, Satan, and then Paul beginsto
enumerate things and the first mention is of tribulation:

e Satan has never succeeded in separating one saint from the love of Christ by
tribulation. (I Thess. 1:6 & 3:3; John 16:33)

¢ Nor has he been able to separate any through distress— it means a narrow,
cramped place where one isin anguish...so distress, however terrible, cannot
separate us from Christ’slove. (John 15:20; Acts 23:11)

e Famine comes next--12 times in the New Testament famine is mentioned. Does
it affect the saints? Paul makes these statementsin (Philippians 4:12; 2
Corinthians 11.27) Famine? Yes! But not to separate us from the love of
Christ. We may be hungry in this Christ-rejecting world, and yet loved by our
Lord.

e Nakedness—(I Corinthians4:11), or peril— 8 timesin one verse—(2
Corinthians 11:26) Paul uses the word peril. Or sword--the first use of this
word is connected with Jesus Himself (M atthew 26:47; Hebrews 11:37).

e And what about the saints? Even in the hour of death by the sword, Christ was
there; they were not separated from His love.

Romans 8:36 Asit iswritten, For thy sakewe arekilled all the day long; we
are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Ps. 44:22
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Hereis an accurate description of God's saints. Killed and sheep for the
slaughter all the day (of grace) long, thisisthe real state of real saints: we are
Christ’s: killed and slaughter sheep (2 Corinthians 4:10, 11).

L et the church turn away from the false dreams of “peace”’. The saintsare
“sheep for the daughter”. We must name ourselves among them, and cease
contending for our rightsin aworld that has cast out Christ.

Our motto could be “1 am Christ’s; a sheep for slaughter”.

Romans 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are mor e than conquerorsthrough
him that loved us.

Isn’t this Bible something awesome? Here we are sheep for slaughter, naming
ourselves more than conquerors. 2 Cor. 2:14; 1 Cor. 15:57

Notice that it is altogether through Him that we are conquerors, not through
man’s effort. It isaconfidence that thisinfinite and therefore limitless Divine
graceis granted to us for any and all emergencies.

We know that ver se 39 declaresthat it is “the love of God which isin Christ
Jesus’; from which nothing can separate us.

Romans 8:38 For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor thingsto come 39 Nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate usfrom the
love of God, which isin Christ Jesusour Lord. Who shall lay any thing to the
chargeof God'select? It isGod that justifieth.

“For | am persuaded”; before we look at the last two verses of this eighth chapter
of Romans, it might be good to consider the word “persuaded”, for it seemsto be
the basis for Paul’ s triumph as he goes shouting up the mountain heights of
Christian faith. “Persuaded is a heart-word, and the difference between knowing
atruth and being heart-persuaded of it, is brought out in Rom. 14:14.

(Confident, heart-satisfied, persuasion)

e And so Paul says*“| am persuaded’; of course the very thing that he was

persuaded about and the emphasis here, is that nothing can separate us from the
love of God. Not even death which all fear (Hebrews 2:14, 15).

Nor can the circumstances of life separate us from the love of God. Nor can
angels, whether good or fallen separate us from the love of God.

Nor can Principalities— we know from (Ephesians 1:21 & 6:12) that there are
levels of unseen authorities, but none of them can separate us from the love of
God.
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¢ Nor things present, nor things to come: nothing today or tomorrow can separate

us.
¢ Nor powers, the word “power” here apparently has reference to spiritism and
v magic (Acts 8:10). Speaking of Simon the magician, “This man

isthat power of God.” Bewitchment, sorcery, mystic spells are
cast upon the unsaved, but it is a sad fact that many Christians are
afraid of Friday the 13", going under aladder, breaking a mirror,
or seeing ablack cat. Whereis God in all that? Heisnot. None
of these powers can separate us from the love of God.

e Nor height nor depth--astronomers would frighten us with the
vastness of our universe. But Jesus passed through all the
heavens and sits on the right hand of God. No height and no
depth can separate us from God' s love in Christ.

e Nor any other created thing (including you or |) separate us from
“the love of God’. There, that should put to rest all of our fears.
Notice that thislove of God isin Christ Jesus, our Lord (John 17:26).

e Romans 8 isthe full appropriation of God's remedy for man’sdilemma. It islife
in Christ lived in the spirit; it is ruled by grace and lived by faith alone. The
difference and victory of Romans 8 is the Spirit, not the presence of the Spirit,
but the absolute rule of the Spirit.
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