Reading Through the Bible Week 2
Genesis and Job: Faith and Suffering in a Fallen World

Overview

This lesson provides a theological bridge between the foundational events of Genesis (Creation, Fall,
consequences of sin) and the existential questions of human suffering explored in the Book of Job. It
highlights how Job's account of unmerited suffering expands the understanding of a broken world
introduced in Genesis 3, challenging the simplistic "cause and effect" theology of his friends. The lesson
uses the historical context that Job is believed to have lived during the patriarchal period (Genesis 12-50),
making his narrative a contemporary exploration of early biblical themes.

Theme

The overarching theme is “Faith and Suffering in a Fallen World.” Genesis establishes the origin of a
good world and the entrance of sin, which broke the direct link between obedience and immediate
prosperity. Job tackles the complex reality of this broken world, where the righteous suffer and the wicked
sometimes prosper, demanding a deeper understanding of God's sovereignty and human responsibility
beyond a simple sin-punishment formula.

Key Concepts:

Sovereignty of God: Both books assert God as the ultimate Creator and sovereign ruler over all
creation, whose ways are often beyond human comprehension.

The Origin of Evil and Suffering: Genesis explains the introduction of moral evil through human free
will and disobedience while Job explores the existence of suffering, specifically why innocent people
suffer, introducing the idea of suffering as a test rather than solely as punishment for sin.

Theodicy: From the Greek theos (god) and dike ( justice), refers to the study and defense of God's
goodness, justice, and sovereignty in the face of evil and suffering from a loving and all-powerful
Creator.

The Adversary (Satan): The character of Satan appears as the adversary in both narratives,
challenging God's relationship with humanity and tempting humans to doubt God's goodness.
Human Response: The contrast between Adam and Eve's disobedience/hiding and Job's
steadfastness and perseverance under trial highlights different human responses to hardship and
God.

Narrative Arc:

Creation and the Fall (Genesis 1-11): Genesis 1-11 establishes the perfect world, the entrance of
sin, and the consequences (suffering, labor, death, separation from God) showing a clear cause-and-
effect for sin (e.g., the Flood, Babel), suggesting a direct link between actions and consequences.

The Case Study (Job 1-2): Job directly challenges the simplistic "retribution theology" in Genesis that
assumes all suffering is a punishment for sin.

The Debate (Job 3-37): Job and his friends debate the reason for his suffering, testing the Genesis 3
principle that sin leads to punishment. Job maintains his innocence and demands an audience with
God.

Divine Revelation (Job 38-41): God responds not with an explanation for the cause of suffering, but
with a powerful display of His creative power and sovereignty, which is beyond human understanding.
Resolution and Restoration (Job 42): Job repents for questioning God's wisdom, and God restores
him, demonstrating compassion and mercy and ultimately affirming Job's faith.
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Objectives

e Analyze the problem of suffering introduced in Genesis and how the Book of Job offers a complex,
complementary perspective.

e Compare and contrast the theologies presented by Job's friends (suffering = sin) with the actual
biblical narrative, grounded in the understanding of a post-Fall world.

o Evaluate the nature of faith in God's sovereignty even when His ways are beyond human
comprehension, using Job's life as an example.

e Articulate how both books contribute to the larger biblical narrative of creation, fall, redemption,
and restoration.

o Identify specific allusions to the creation account (e.g., man made from dust/clay, the "sons of
God") in the Book of Job that connect the two narratives.

Study Points & Discussion Questions

Overview: Narrative Arc of Genesis and Job
The books of Genesis and Job, though separated in our modern Bibles, share a profound theological
bridge. Genesis provides the foundation, outlining the perfect Creation, the tragic reality of the

Fall (Genesis 3), and the subsequent introduction of sin's consequences into a world originally declared
“good.”

It is within this framework that the book of Job takes center stage. Job doesn't just rehash these themes;
it provides an exploration of the existential reality of suffering in this newly broken world. The narrative
moves beyond simplistic “cause and effect” explanations of pain, forcing us to grapple with a more
complex understanding of God's sovereignty and human suffering.

By connecting these two books, we gain a richer understanding of how the problem of pain—introduced
in the Garden—is wrestled with in the life of a righteous man in the ancient world.
o The Theological Bridge:
The relationship between Genesis and Job is one of foundation and exploration. Genesis establishes
the metaphysical reality: a perfect creation fractured by the Fall (Genesis 3), which introduced death,
toil, and moral decay into the human experience. While Genesis explains why the world is broken, Job
addresses the existential crisis of living within that brokenness. It moves the conversation from the
corporate history of a fallen race to the individual agony of a righteous man, challenging the
"retribution principle" by demonstrating that suffering is not always a direct result of personal sin.
o Historical Context:

Scholars often identify Job as a contemporary of the patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) due to the
absence of Mosaic Law, the use of the name El Shaddai, longevity of life, measure of wealth in
livestock, and Job’s role as a family priest. This places his account within the timeline of Genesis 12-
50. By reading them together, we see that while God was building a covenant nation through Abraham,
He was simultaneously engaged in a deep dialogue about faith and sovereignty through Job.
By viewing Job as a contemporary of the patriarchs, his account becomes a "case study" of faith.

While Genesis shows God building a nation through a family, Job shows God sustaining an individual
through the dark night of the soul.
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Bibliological Overview of Genesis and Job

s+ The Book of Genesis (written c. 1445-1405 BC) is traditionally attributed to have been written by
Moses as guided by the Holy Spirit during the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness (approx. 1446-
1406 BC). Moses lived for 120 years (from approximately 1526 to 1406 BC).
Genesis is primarily divided into two major sections—Primeval History and Patriarchal History, which
are often further organized by a literary device known as the toledot formula.

Major Thematic Structural Divisions

» Primeval History (Chapters 1-11): This section focuses on the origins of the world and humanity.
It covers four major events:

» Creation (Chapters 1-2): The formation of the universe and mankind.

» The Fall (Chapters 3-5): The introduction of sin and its immediate consequences, including Cain

and Abel.

The Flood (Chapters 6-9): The judgment of the world and the preservation of Noah's family.

The Tower of Babel (Chapters 10-11): The dispersion of nations and the origin of languages.

Patriarchal (Ancestral) History (Chapters 12-50): This section follows the origins of the nation of

Israel through four key figures:

- Abraham (Chapters 12-25): The call of Abraham and God's covenant with him.

- Isaac (Chapters 25-26): The life of the son of promise and father of Jacob.

- Jacob (Chapters 27-36): Jacob's struggle with Esau, his time with Laban, and his renaming to
Israel.

- Joseph (Chapters 37-50): Joseph’s betrayal by his brothers, his rise in Egypt, and the eventual
relocation of his family.

YV V

Literary Structure (Toledot)

The book is internally structured by the repeated Hebrew phrase "eleh toledot", typically translated as
"This is the account of..." or "These are the generations of...". These 12 markers serve as headings for
the book's subsections:

Genesis 1:1-2:3 In the beginning (prologue)

Genesis 2:4-4:26 Toledot of Heaven and Earth (narrative)

Genesis 5:1-6:8 Toledot of Adam (genealogy, Generations of Adam)

Genesis 6:9-9:29 Toledot of Noah (Genesis flood narrative)

Genesis 10:1-11:9 Toledot of Noah's sons Shem, Ham, and Japheth (genealogy)

Genesis 11:10-26 Toledot of Shem (genealogy)

Genesis 11:27-25:11 Toledot of Terah (Abraham narrative)

Genesis 25:12-18 Toledot of Ishmael (genealogy)

9. Genesis 25:19-35:29 Toledot of Isaac (Jacob narrative)

10. Genesis 36:1-36:8 Toledot of Esau (genealogy)

11. Genesis 36:9-37:1 Toledot of Esau "the father of the Edomites" (genealogy)

12. Genesis 37:2-50:26 Toledot of Jacob (Joseph narrative)

NGO RON=

s The Book of Job (written c. 1600-1400 BC) has an unknown writer likely using memoirs written by Job
during the Patriarchal period (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob: c. 2100-1800 BC), while the Book of Job in its
present form was likely written much later with a scholarly consensus leaning toward the Persian
period (c. 6th—-4th centuries BC).
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The book of Job is structured featuring God's speeches and Job's restoration, effectively framing the
intense poetic lament and debate within narrative sections.

Major Thematic Structural Divisions
The book is primarily divided by its literary style:

>

Prose Prologue: Job’s Distress (Chapters 1-3): His prosperity, adversity, and resulting perplexity.
Sets the scene on Earth and in Heaven, detailing Job’s character and the testing of his faith
through extreme loss.

- Introduces Job, a righteous man, and the heavenly wager between God and Satan to test Job's
faith.

- Details Job's devastating losses (wealth, family, health) and his initial reactions of worship.

- Job's Lament (Chapter 3): Job curses the day he was born.

Poetic Body: Job’s Defense (Chapters 4-37): The rounds of human argument regarding his

suffering. Contains the primary philosophical debates and divine speeches.

- Three Cycles of Speeches (Chapters 4-31): Job argues with his three friends (Eliphaz, Bildad,
Zophar) about the nature of suffering, with each cycle featuring speeches and replies, though
the third cycle is incomplete.

- Elihu's Speeches (Chapters 32-37): Ayounger man, Elihu, offers his perspective, challenging
both Job and his friends.

Prose Epilogue: Job’s Deliverance (Chapter 38-42): Divine intervention, Job’s humility, and his

final restoration. Details the restoration of Job’s family and fortunes.

- God speaks to Job from a whirlwind, questioning Job's understanding of creation and divine
power.

- Jobresponds with humility, acknowledging his inability to comprehend God's wisdom.

- Godrebukes Job's friends for misrepresenting Him.

- Godrestores Job's fortunes, giving him double what he had before, and blesses him with a new
family. The central poetic section is further organized into several distinct sub-parts.

Detailed Subdivisions of the Poetic Body:

1.
2.

ok w

Job’s Initial Lament (Chapter 3): Job breaks his silence by cursing the day of his birth.

Three Cycles of Dialogues (Chapters 4-27): Job debates three friends—Eliphaz, Bildad, and
Zophar. Each cycle typically includes a speech from each friend followed by Job’s rebuttal.

- First Cycle: Chapters 4-14

- Second Cycle: Chapters 15-21

- Third Cycle: Chapters 22-27 (Note: Zophar is silent in the third cycle).

Poem to Wisdom (Chapter 28): A self-contained meditation on the elusiveness of divine wisdom.
Job’s Final Defense (Chapters 29-31): Job reviews his past life and maintains his innocence.
Elihu’s Speeches (Chapters 32-37): A younger fourth counselor, Elihu, interrupts to offer a
different perspective on suffering as discipline.

God’s Speeches from the Whirlwind (Chapters 38-41): Yahweh answers Job by highlighting the
wonders of creation, leading to Job's humble submission.
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Point I. Sovereignty: The Creator of All Things

Study Point: Genesis 1-2 establishes God as the sovereign Architect of a "good" creation. Job 38-41

reinforces this by showing that God’s wisdom and power extend far beyond human understanding,

particularly in the management of the cosmos and the existence of things humans cannot control.

e Genesis Connection: God speaks, and order emerges from chaos.

e Job Connection: God speaks from the whirlwind, reminding Job that human perspective is
microscopic compared to divine design.

e Devine Sovereignty: God as Ultimate Ruler: The biblical theology of sovereignty is that God is the
supreme ruler over all creation, possessing ultimate power, authority, and control. The Bible
establishes this foundationally in the opening chapters of Genesis and expands on its implications in
the book of Job.

Yet sovereignty is discussed alongside human responsibility, with most theologians agreeing God's

controlisn't mechanical but works through genuine human choices, making Him King over all,

including guiding events, redeeming sinners, and guaranteeing future glory for believers, all for His
good pleasure.

o God as Ultimate Ruler - Synthesis: Both Genesis and Job converge on the truth that God is the
ultimate authority. His dominion is comprehensive, and His ways, while perfect, are often
inscrutable to humanity.

o God as the Sovereign Architect of a "Good" Creation - Genesis 1-2: Genesis details the
intentional, powerful act of creation, showcasing God's authority. He brings order from chaos
simply through His word, demonstrating absolute command over existence. The repeated
declaration that creation is "good" highlights the benevolent nature of His sovereign design.

o God's Incomprehensible Wisdom and Power - Job 38-41: The Book of Job explores suffering
and divine justice. In chapters 38-41, God answers Job's inquiries from a whirlwind, not by
explaining the why of the suffering, but by revealing the who of the Creator. These passages
highlight that God's wisdom and power extend far beyond human understanding, particularly in
the management of the cosmos and the existence of things humans cannot control.

Discussion Questions
++ Divine Sovereignty and Human Understanding
1. God's wisdom and power in managing the cosmos extend far beyond human understanding. How
does accepting the “unfathomable” nature of God's ways (His design being perfect yet often
mysterious to humanity) impact one's approach to prayer, decision-making, and coping with
uncertainty in life?

2. God answers Job not by explaining the why of his suffering, but by revealing the who of the Creator
and His absolute control over creation. What does this suggest about the limitations of human
theology and our need for factual explanations for every life event?

3. How can the concept of God as the "Ultimate Ruler" who possesses "absolute command over
existence" be reconciled with the genuine presence of evil, suffering, and chaos that we observe in
the world today?

4. Inwhat ways does recognizing the vast difference in the microscopic nature of human perspective
compared to divine design help or hinder believers in finding meaning and purpose in their daily
lives?

5. If God is completely sovereign over nature (as seen in both books), how does that change our view
of "natural disasters"?
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6. Whyis God’sresponsetoJobin chapters 38-41 a list of questions rather than a list of explanations?
What does this say about the nature of sovereignty?

+» Sovereignty and Human Responsibility

7. Most theologians agreeing God's control isn't mechanical but works through genuine human
choices. How do Genesis's accounts of humanity's role in creation (e.g., stewardship, naming
animals) and the discussions of human choices in Job reinforce this delicate balance between
divine sovereignty and genuine human free will?

8. If God is guiding events, redeeming sinners, and guaranteeing future glory "all for His good
pleasure," does this diminish the significance of individual human efforts to enact positive change
in the world? Why or why not?

9. How does the assertion that creation is "good" in Genesis, when viewed alongside the suffering
explored in Job, inform the Christian understanding of human responsibility in caring for and
restoring a world that is simultaneously under divine dominion and impacted by human
choices/brokenness?

10. When faced with inexplicable suffering, how does the concept of God's sovereignty bring comfort,
even if it doesn't provide easy answers?

«* The Nature of Creation

11. Genesis shows God bringing "order from chaos simply through His word." What modern "chaos" in
the world, in the church, or in individual lives do these passages inspire believers to believe God
can bring order to, and what role should believers play in that process?

12. Passages in Job describe creatures like Leviathan and Behemoth that humans cannot control. What
is the spiritual implication of a good, sovereign God creating things that remain beyond human
dominion and understanding?

13. God is the "sovereign architect and designer of all things created." How does utilizing architectural
and design metaphors influence our understanding of God’s nature versus focusing solely on
relational images such as Father or Shepherd?

Point Il. The Break in the Formula: The Origin of Evil and Suffering

Study Point: Genesis 3 introduces the Fall, which fractured the relationship between cause (obedience)
and effect (prosperity). And while Genesis explains how suffering entered the world, Job explores
the experience of suffering when it seems disproportionate or unmerited.

The Genesis Formula: "Retribution Principle" - The Pre-Fall world operated on a simple principle:
obedience leads to life and blessing; disobedience leads to death and suffering. Job’s friends argue
for a strict Post-Fall application of the Genesis formula that "sin equals punishment." Job’s life proves
that in a fallen world, this formula is no longer a universal rule.

The "break" in the formula begins as humanity introduces moral evil into creation. This act fractures
the direct, predictable relationship between cause (obedience) and effect (prosperity), ensuring that
all creation groans under the weight of sin (Romans 8:22).

The Retribution Principle: A Flawed Human Formula - Job’s friends operate under a strict, albeit
post-Fall, application of the Genesis formula: "sin equals punishment." They argue that suffering is
always a direct result of personal sin. Job’s life, however, challenges this as a universal rule in a fallen
world.
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o

o

Moral Evil vs. Existential Suffering: Beyond Mere Punishment - Job introduces the idea that
suffering can be disproportionate, unmerited, and serve a larger divine purpose beyond
immediate punishment, introducing the concept of existential suffering. Existential suffering
forces humanity to ask "why?" when there are no simple answers. It challenges the idea that a
good person in a fallen world is exempt from pain.

Job’s experience demonstrates that suffering can be a test of faith, a refinement process, or part of
a divine plan too complex for human understanding

- The Foundation of Moral Evil (Genesis): Moral evil is the result of humans deciding for
themselves what is "good" and "evil," fracturing their original "very good" relationship with God.
It was introduced through human free will and disobedience and its resulting curse.

- The Basis of Existential Suffering (Job): Existential suffering is pain that has no immediate
moral cause in the sufferer's life. Job explores why innocent people suffer, introducing the idea
that suffering can be a test or part of a larger divine purpose beyond mere punishment.

Scripture:

- Job 4:7-9 (Eliphaz): "Consider now: who has ever perished being innocent? Where were the
upright ever destroyed? As | have observed, those who plow evil and those who sow trouble
reap it."

- Job 8:20 (Bildad): "Surely God does not reject a blameless person or strengthen the hands of
evildoers."

- Job 22:4-5 (Eliphaz): "Is it for your piety that he punishes you; that he brings charges against
you? Is not your wickedness great? Are not your sins endless?"

e The Adversary: The Role of the Challenger and Tempter
The character of Satan is crucial in both narratives, serving as the challenger who doubts God’s
goodness and humanity’s integrity:

o

In the Genesis garden (Gen. 3), the Adversary tempts humanity to rebel against God’s limits and
goodness, leading to moral evil.

In Job (Job 1-2), the Adversary acts as an "accuser" (the literal meaning of satan in Hebrew),
challenging the integrity of the relationship between God and humanity. He provides the catalyst
for the unmerited suffering, which ultimately reveals the depth of Job’s faith rather than his sin.

Discussion Questions

+* The Retribution Principle: A Flawed Human Formula

1.

The “retribution principle” is described as the Genesis formula (obedience = blessing; sin =
suffering). In our current world, do we still subconsciously expect a "Genesis Formula" where
good behavior guarantees a good life? Why is this expectation so difficult to let go of ? Why are
humans so quick to apply this formula to others, especially when they are suffering?

Job’s friends assume a strict "sin equals punishment" formula. In what ways do modern societies
or religious communities still subtly, or overtly, operate on this assumption?

How does the modern concept of “fate” or “what goes around comes around” compare to the
flawed application of the retribution principle used by Job's friends?

4. How does the “Retribution Principle” simplify God in a way that might be dangerous?

¢ Moral Evil vs. Existential Suffering
5. Moralevilis defined as humans deciding for themselves what is "good" and "evil." How does this

autonomy fracture the "very good" relationship with God and introduce suffering into the world?
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6. Jobintroduces the idea of "existential suffering" — asking "why?" when there are no simple
answers. When faced with disproportionate suffering, is the question "Why me?" an expression of
doubt, or a necessary part of the human experience?

7. If suffering can be a "test of faith" or a "refinement process," how can we differentiate between
suffering that is punitive and suffering that is purposeful without minimizing a person's pain?

8. The text mentions that "all creation groans under the weight of sin" (Romans 8:22). How does this
concept of a universally groaning creation influence our understanding of natural disasters or non-
human suffering, which aren't a direct result of individual moral choices?

9. How does understanding the events in Genesis 3 help set the stage for the deep questions asked
in the Book of Job?

++ Navigating the Mystery of Pain
10. Job’s experience points to a "divine plan too complex for human understanding." How does
accepting this mystery impact one’s faith compared to demanding a logical, cause-and-effect
answer for every instance of suffering?

11. How does the contrast between the “pre-Fall world” principle and the messy reality of the “post-
Fall world” help explain why people often feel anger or betrayal when tragedy strikes?

12. Romans 8:22 suggests that all creation suffers because of human sin. How does this help explain
"natural evil" (disasters, disease) that occur independently of an individual’s specific choices?

13. If suffering can be unmerited, what sources of comfort or meaning can humanity find outside of
the simple explanation of personal sin equals punishment?

14. Compare the role and tactics of the adversarial tempter in the Garden of Eden versus the
adversarial challenger in the Book of Job's opening chapters.

15. At the end of the book, God points to the complexity of the universe rather than explaining Job’s
specific situation. Does the idea that God’s plan is “too complex for human understanding”
provide comfort or frustration to a person who is hurting?

Point lll. Human Response: From Hiding to Wrestling

Study Point: The first human response to sin and its consequences is characterized by an immediate
break in relationship with God and an attempt to avoid responsibility. Here we explore the contrasting
human responses to adversity and a broken world. The following chart reveals the difference in how
individuals can choose either avoidance and blame or faithful perseverance when facing hardship,
shaping their spiritual growth and relationships:

Character(s) Action Key Outcome Key Themes
Characteristics (Immediate)
Adam & Eve Disobedience, Fear, Shame, Broken fellowship, Sin, Guilt,
Hiding Blame-shifting expulsion from Eden  Separation
Job Steadfastness, Faith, Endurance, Restoration, deeper Perseverance,
Lamenting Integrity understanding of God Trust, Redemption
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e Adam and Eve: Disobedience, Hiding, Shifting Blame, and Broken Fellowship with God
The first human response to sin and its consequences is characterized by an immediate break in
relationship with God and an attempt to avoid responsibility.
o The Disobedience (The Fall): The act of choosing their own will over God's command

- Genesis 3:6-7: “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and thatit was a
delight to the eyes, and that the tree would make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She
also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made
themselves loincloths.”

- This highlights the origin of the human condition of prioritizing personal desire and perceived
wisdom over divine instruction. The immediate consequence is a sense of shame and
vulnerability (naked).

o Hiding from God: The attempt to physically distance themselves from a holy God due to guilt

- Genesis 3:8, 10: “And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool
of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among
the trees of the garden... and he said, 'l heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid,
because | was naked, and | hid myself.””

- Fearreplaces fellowship. Hiding demonstrates a foundational human response to guilt:
withdrawing from the source of holiness rather than seeking reconciliation.

o Shifting Blame: Refusing to accept personal responsibility for their actions

- Genesis 3:12-13: “The man said, 'The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit
of the tree, and | ate.' Then the Lord God said to the woman, 'What is this that you have done?'
The woman said, 'The serpent deceived me, and | ate.””

- Adam blames Eve and God ("the woman whom you gave to be with me"); Eve blames the
serpent. This deflection illustrates the human inclination to avoid accountability, which further
damages relationships (both with God and between each other).

o Broken Fellowship and Consequence: The result of this disobedience and refusal to repent

- Genesis 3:23-24: “Therefore the Lord God sent him out from the Garden of Eden to work the
ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man, and at the east of the Garden of Eden
he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree
of life.”

- The physical separation from the Garden symbolizes the spiritual separation from intimate
fellowship with God. Sin breaks the intended harmony between humanity and their Creator.

e Job: Steadfastness, Perseverance, Lamenting Without Cursing God, and Maintaining Faith Under
Extreme Trial
Job provides a powerful counter-narrative, illustrating how faith endures not through passive
acceptance, but through active perseverance and honest lament even in unimaginable pain.

o The Trial and Initial Response (Steadfastness): Immediate and total loss met with worship,
not blame or hiding.
- Job 1:20-21: “Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and
worshiped. And he said, 'Naked | came from my mother's womb, and naked shall | return. The
Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”
- Job acknowledges God’s sovereignty even in loss. He grieves authentically ("tore his robe") but
his response is worship, a stark contrast to Adam and Eve's hiding and shame.
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Maintaining Integrity (Perseverance): Refusing to abandon faith even when explicitly tempted
to "curse God and die."

Job 2:9-10: “Then his wife said to him, 'Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.’
But he said to her, 'You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good
from God, and shall we not receive evil?' In all this, Job did not sin with his lips.”

Job’s commitment ("integrity") remains unbroken. He demonstrates that faith involves
accepting the bad times along with the good, without resorting to blasphemy or self-
destruction.

Lamenting and Wrestling Without Cursing God: Honest, painful questioning and
wrestling with God, not running from Him.

Job 13:15: “Though he slay me, yet will | trust in him; but | will maintain my own ways before
him.” (Also, Job 3:1-26 for his initial lament).

Job’s later chapters are filled with raw emotion, questioning, and pleading for an audience with
God. This is not sinful blame; it is a human wrestling match born of deep faith, seeking
understanding in the midst of suffering. He trusts God even when God seems distant or
punitive.

Discussion Questions

+» The Anatomy of Hiding
The Shift in Perception: Before the Fall, Adam and Eve walked freely with God. Why does guilt
immediately manifest as a desire to hide rather than a desire to seek help?

*

1.

Modern "Fig Leaves": Adam and Eve used fig leaves and trees to hide. What are the modern
"hiding places" or distractions people use today to avoid facing their spiritual state or moral
failures?

"Forbidden Fruit": What everyday temptations lead people to choose immediate gratification
over long-term or moral consequences?

The Nature of Fear: Why is our first instinct to fear God’s judgment rather than trust His mercy
when we realize we have failed?

Blame-Shifting and Responsibility

The Blame Game: Adam blamed Eve (and indirectly God), while Eve blamed the serpent. How
does shifting blame prevent actual healing or restoration from occurring?

The Cost of "Self-Will": The study point defines the Fall as choosing "their own will over God's
command." In what areas of modern life is it most difficult to surrender our will to a divine
standard?

Ownership vs. Excuse: What is the psychological or spiritual difference between saying "l made
a mistake" and "l am responsible for this choice"?

From Hiding to Wrestling

Initiating the Search: In the narrative, God initiates the search by asking, "Where are you?" What
does this say about God’s response to our hiding? The Gospel Coalition: Where Are You?

9. Wrestling for Blessing: Contrast the "hiding" of Adam with the "wrestling" of Jacob (Genesis 32).
How does moving from avoiding God to struggling with God lead to a different outcome?

10. Restoring Fellowship: If the first response to sin was a break in fellowship, what practical steps
can a person take to move from a state of "broken fellowship" back into "active relationship"?
Consequences and Growth

11. Vulnerability: Why is transparency (the opposite of hiding) essential for spiritual maturity?

5.

6.

7.

8.
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Point IV. The Overarching Theme: Faith and Suffering in a Fallen World

Study Point: Genesis (1-11) and Job (1-42) offer foundational, yet distinct, perspectives on faith and
suffering in a fallen world. Genesis explains the origin of suffering because of sin, while Job explores the
nature of suffering when it is not a direct result of personal wrongdoing, emphasizing God's sovereignty
and the role of faith during inexplicable hardship.

Genesis: The Origin of Suffering and the Promise of Redemption

In Genesis, suffering is a direct result of humanity's free choice to rebel against God. The book

teaches that while suffering is "alien to God's plan of life," it is a reality in a fallen world. Faith involves

acknowledging the consequences of sin, lamenting the brokenness of the world, and clinging to

God's promises of a future redemption. The narrative highlights God's justice in judging sin but also

His abundant mercy and faithfulness to His people amidst their struggles.

o Creation and Human Vocation (Genesis 1-2): God creates a perfect world and places humanity
in it, giving them free will and commissioning them to rule over it in His image.

o The Fall and the Entrance of Suffering (Genesis 3): Adam and Eve disobey God's command,
bringing sin, death, and suffering into the world as a consequence of their actions. This introduces
a "fallen" condition for all creation.

o Immediate Consequences and God's Mercy (Genesis 3-4):

- The Curse: Curses are placed on the serpent, the ground, and humanity, introducing pain in
childbirth, toil in work, and physical mortality.

- The First Murder: Cain murders Abel, illustrating the rapid spread of sin and disharmony
within human relationships.

- God's Provision: Despite the judgment, God shows mercy by clothing Adam and Eve and
providing a promise of a future savior who will crush the power of Satan.

o Covenant and the Persistence of Sin (Genesis 6-11): The human heart's inclination towards evil
leads to the Flood judgment, but God preserves a remnant (Noah's family) and establishes a
covenant, promising never to destroy the earth by water again, yet acknowledging that sin
remains.

o The Patriarchs: Faith Amid Trials (Genesis 12-50): The accounts of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and
Joseph illustrate how believers navigated a fallen world, experiencing difficulties like famine,
barrenness, and betrayal, but trusting in God's faithfulness and redemptive purpose through their
trials.

Job: The Nature of Unjust Suffering and Trust

The book of Job tackles the complex question of why righteous people suffer, challenging the

simplistic notion that all suffering is a direct result of personal sin. Job teaches that not all suffering is

a direct consequence of personal sin. It serves as a test of genuine faith and whether one will trust

and worship God for who He is, not just for the blessings He provides. The book validates honest

lament and struggling with God in pain but ultimately calls for humble trust in God's sovereign
wisdom, even when His purposes remain mysterious. The ultimate lesson is the steadfastness of faith
through undeserved suffering, foreshadowing the undeserved suffering of Christ, and the hope of
eventual restoration.

o The Prologue: A Heavenly Wager (Job 1-2):

- Job's Righteousness: Job is described as a blameless, upright man who fears God.
- Satan's Accusation: Satan suggests Job only fears God because of the blessings he receives
("Does Job fear God for no reason?").
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- God's Permission and Calamity: God permits Satan to test Job by stripping him of his wealth,
children, and health.

- Job's Response: Job grieves, but worships God, declaring, "The LORD gave, and the LORD has
taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD".

o The Dialogues: The Debate on Suffering (Job 3-31): Job and his three friends (Eliphaz, Bildad,
and Zophar) debate the cause of his suffering.

- The Friends' Argument: They insist Job must have sinned and should repent, adheringto a
strict retributive theology (suffering = punishment for sin).

- Job's Defense: Job maintains his innocence and integrity, expressing agony and confusion,
lamenting his situation, and at times questioning God's justice, but never abandoning his faith
entirely.

o The Speeches of Elihu (Job 32-37): Elihu offers a more nuanced view, suggesting that suffering
may serve to purify or warn people, not just punish them.

o God's Response: Wisdom Beyond Understanding (Job 38-41): God speaks out of a whirlwind,
not offering an explanation for the "why" of Job's suffering, but emphasizing His infinite wisdom,
power, and sovereignty over all creation, which is beyond human comprehension.

o The Epilogue: Humiliation and Restoration (Job 42):

- Job's Repentance and Trust: Job humbles himself before God, acknowledging God's
omnipotence and his own limited understanding.

- God's Vindication: God rebukes the friends for their unhelpful counsel and affirms Job's
integrity.

- Restoration: God restores Job's fortunes, giving him twice what he had before, as a sign of His
compassion and mercy.

Discussion Questions:
% The Nature of Faith and Motive
1. The "Wager": Satan asks, "Does Job fear God for no reason?" Is it possible to truly love God if you
only do so for the blessings He provides? How do we distinguish between genuine worship and a
"transactional" relationship with the divine?
2. Worship in Loss: After losing everything, Job says, "The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away;
blessed be the name of the Lord." How does one reach a point of trust where worship is not
dependent on circumstances?

+» Challenging "Retributive Theology"

3. The Friends’ Logic: Job’s friends argued that if you suffer, you must have sinned. Where do we see
this "prosperity gospel" or "karma" mindset in our culture today? Why is this logic so tempting to
believe when we see others suffering?

4. The Burden of Blame: How did the friends' insistence on Job’s guilt add to his suffering? In what
ways can religious "answers" sometimes cause more pain than comfort to those in crisis?

+» Lament and Integrity
5. Honest Struggle: Job is remarkably blunt with God, at times questioning His justice. Does Job’s
"honest lament" change your perspective on what is "allowed" in prayer? Is it possible to
complain to God without rebelling against God?
6. Maintaining Integrity: Despite his confusion, Job refuses to lie about his righteousness just to
appease his friends or end his suffering. Why is integrity more important to Job than a quick
escape from his pain?
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++ Divine Wisdom vs. Human Logic

8. Elihu’s Nuance: Elihu suggests suffering can be "preventative" or "purifying" rather than just
"punitive." Does this perspective make suffering easier to swallow, or is it still unsatisfying?

9. The Whirlwind Response: When God finally speaks, He doesn't answer Job’s "Why?" Instead, He
asks Job where he was when the world was created. Why does God answer a question
about justice with a demonstration of power and complexity?

10. Trust in the Unknown: By the end of the book, Job never learns about the "heavenly wager" in the
prologue. What does this tell us about the nature of trust? Can we trust a God whose specific
purposes remain hidden from us?

s The "Sufferer" as a Type
11. Foreshadowing Christ: The text mentions that Job’s experience foreshadows the "undeserved
suffering of Christ." In what ways does Job’s role as an innocent sufferer bridge the gap between
the Old Testament and the Gospel?

Closing Reflection

Genesis 1-3 lays the groundwork for the entire biblical narrative. It shows a perfect world created by a
perfect God, where humanity was in complete harmony with its Creator, itself, and creation. The tragic
turn in chapter 3 highlights the reality of free will and the devastating consequences of choosing
independence from God. Yet, even in judgment, God offers a glimmer of hope and a promise of future
redemption through the "seed of the woman" (Genesis 3:15).

These chapters aren't just about origins; they set the stage for all history, revealing that while sin entered,
God's loving, ordering, and redeeming work began immediately and continues, promising ultimate
restoration and the overcoming of chaos by His good Word.

Takeaway Challenge

Reflect on a current area of your life where you might be operating in "autonomy" from God—making
decisions based purely on your own understanding rather than seeking His guidance. Challenge yourself
to surrender that area to God's authority and trust in His "good" design for your life, acknowledging that
true life is found in dependence on the Creator, not independence from Him.
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