Lesson 11
Euthanasia

¢« FEuthanasia—

» It covers a range of practices involving if or when it would be moral to

, by , either the

timing or methodology of , or both, when doing so might

or

Terms of Distinction

* Voluntary/Involuntary Euthanasia:

¢ Active/Passive Euthanasia:

¢ Direct/Indirect Euthanasia:




e — e —
Physician-assisted suicide; administering a
Giving an incompetent person. such as an infant lethal injection or lethal dose at a patient's
or person in a coma a lethal injection request

Withholding life support or medical treatment at
the patient's direct request or indirectly through
a living will

Withholding life support or medical treatment
from an incompetent person

Terms
* Allowing Someone to Die—

* Mercy Death—

*  Mercy Killing—




Legal History

Currently, states prohibit mercy death and make it illegal under homicide

statutes

All but states outlaw mercy killing

PAS--

PAD--

AID--

States Allowing--

Brain Death—

Four criteria-
1.

Persistent Vegetative State (PVS)-

Three Cases Surrounding PVS



1. Karen Ann Quinlan-

2. Nancy Cruzan-

3. Terri Schiavo-

Advanced Directives
* Protect our autonomy
* Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care—

* DNR--

* Can state what measures should or should not be taken to keep them alive

Physician Assisted Suicide
* PAS-

e Dr. Jack Kevorkian—

1990 helped Janet Adkins, who was in the early stages of Alzheimer’s, end her life.



* Legal in:

Requirements for PAS

Hospice Care
» Started in

with dignity rather than with fear

* First Hospice care in the US

to help people die

* Primary role is to provide palliative care—

* Hospice opposes the legalization of euthanasia

Moral Issues to Consider

1.







10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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