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STRAIGHT	FROM	THE	HART
By	Rev.	Dr.	Robert	Hartwell

FALL	WORSHIP	SCHEDULE
	

				•	Saturday	Worship	at	
5:30	p.m.

•	Sunday	9	a.m.	&	10:45	a.m.

				•	For	those	who	can’t	join	us	
in-person, live	stream	
worship	at	VLC-NY.org	or				
on	Facebook	or	YouTube.

 •	The	next		Tuesday	Evening	
Prayer	Conference	will	be	
held	on	Reforma[on	
Evening,Tuesday	10/31	at	
6:00	p.m.		See	page	2	for	
more	details.
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I	would	like	you	to	join	me	at	the	movies.	You	can	grow	in	faith,	and	also	support	a	new	
ministry.	Let	me	explain.

In	2015,	Rev.	Dr.	Thomas	Sluberski,	Professor	Emeritus	of	Concordia	College	–	New	York,	
inaugurated	and	funded	a	Milm	series	to	help	screen	Milms	of	importance	to	the	community.	
It	also	encouraged	student	Milmmakers	at	Concordia	College	-	New	York	with	scholarship	
support.	The	series	kicked	off	on	October	3rd	of	that	year	with	a	free	screening	of	Girl	
Rising,	a	2013	documentary	directed	by	Academy	Award	Nominee,	Richard	E.	Robbins.	The	
Milm	highlights	international	stories	of	young	women	striving	to	overcome	cultural	and	
economic	barriers	to	education.	Although	Concordia	College	-	New	York	closed	in	2021,	the	
funds	were	transferred	to	Village	Lutheran	Church	and	The	Chapel	School	to	continue	the	
legacy	of	the	college	and	this	important	initiative.	
	
Renamed	The	Rev.	Dr.	Thomas	Sluberski	Concordia	Legacy	Film	Series,	the	series	seeks	
to	screen	Milms	of	importance	that	help	the	community	“to	know,	live	and	share	the	love	
of	Christ.”	Each	year	one	Milm	dedicated	to	an	adult	audience	and	one	Milm	geared	to	
children	will	be	screened	at	The	Picture	House	of	Bronxville.	Films	may	be	from	a	variety	of	
genres	and	should	help	Milm	goers	to	engage	their	faith	and	values	through	the	art	of	
Milmmaking.	

The	inaugural	Milm	in	the	series	will	be	the	2021	documentary,	The	Case	for	Heaven
directed	by	Mani	Sandoval	on	Monday,	October	30,	2023	at	6:30	p.m.	The	Milm,	which	
explores	the	topic	of	eternal	life,	is	the	perfect	lead	in	to	All	Saints	Day	(Nov.	1)	and	All	Souls	
Day	(Nov.	2)	as	the	church	remembers	all	who	have	died	in	faith.	The	screenings	are	offered	
at	no	cost	and	the	community	is	invited.	Tickets	are	available	at	the	church,	at	the	theater	
right	before	the	screening	or	online	at				https://tinyurl.com/CaseforHeavenmovie	.	
																																																																																														

	

	Dr.	Sluberski	is	an	emeritus	pastor	and	member	of	Village	Lutheran	
Church	and	is	an	active	retiree	living	in	the	New	York	City	area.	We	
thank	him	for	this	exciting	new	opportunity.	A	thought	about	a	new	
opportunity	from	our	ministry	and	an	invitation	that	is	straight	from	
the	Hart.
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THE	TUESDAY	NIGHT	
PRAYER	SERVICE

Join	us	for	evening	prayer	by	phone	on	the	last	Tuesday	
of	the	month.	You	can	follow	the	printed	liturgy,	
available	online	or	at	church,	or	just	listen	in.	Simply	dial	
in.	Our	next	service	will	be	Tuesday	10/31	at	6:00	p.m.

The	call-in	number	is	(1)	732-434-3982.	If	you	have	a	
speciMic	prayer	request,	please	contact	Kim	Rapillo	in	the	
church	ofMice	at	914-337-0207	x1003	or	
KRapillo@VLC-NY.org.	

ADULT	BIBLE	STUDY
Wednesdays	10:45	a.m.	–	12:00	p.m.

	
In	chapters	9-11	of	Romans,	Paul	wrestles	with	the	
distressing	fact	that	many	Jews	found	it	hard	to	
believe	in	Jesus,	and	that	hard-heartedness	got	in	the	
way	of	true	faith.	Earlier	in	his	life,	Paul	seemed	to	be	
quite	angry	with	the	Jewish	unbelievers,	but	here	we	
see	that	his	heart	still	yearns	for	reconciliation	
between	his	"own	Mlesh"	and	God	through	Christ.	This	
desire	for	reconciliation,	not	division,	is	a	relevant	
thought	in	our	time.
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LWML		⎼	The	Atlantic	district	LWML	is	
collecting	cancelled	stamps	of	any	
kind.They	will	be	used	to	fund	the	
LWML	mission	projects.		Please	cut	1/8	
inch	border	around	the	stamp	and	do	

not	include	torn	or	damamged	stamps.	They	can	be	dropped	
off	at	the	Reception	Desk.

ST.	MONICA’S	CIRCLE:	St.	Monica	was	born	
in	the	4th	century	and	she		is	recognized	as	
the	patron	saint	of	mothers.	Her	faith	and	
dedication	to	motherhood	played	a	pivotal	
role	in	the	spiritual	formation	of	one	of	the	
most	brilliant	philosophers	and	well-known	
saints	of	all	time	-	Saint	Augustine,	her	son.	
VLC	has	a	long	running	ministry	to	new	
parents	in	her	name.	Carolyn	Fiuza	is	our	
coordinator.

St.	Monica’s	Circle	(SMC)	is	a	collection	of	volunteers	who	
work	together	to	provide	a	caring	meal	(for	three	days)	to	
new	parents	after	birth	or	adoption	of	a	child.	SMC	Volunteers	
are	contacted	when	a	new	child	arrives	and	are	asked	to	
consider	signing	up	to	prepare	or	order	a	meal	for	the	newly	
enlarged	family.	All	St.	Monica’s	Circle	volunteers	will	get	the	
announcement	and	speciMications	(special	requests,	family	
size,	allergies,	etc..)	to	see	if	their	schedule	allows.	Volunteers	
either	take	a	certain	date	or	pass	for	the	next	time.

Not	on	the	volunteer	list?		Send	us	your	name	and	email	and	
phone	and	we	will	add	you	to	the	Volunteer	list.		It’s	a	great	
way	to	share	the	love	of	Christ	(and	to	meet	and	help	welcome	
the	newest	VLC	member).	Send	the	info	to	VLCMAIL@VLC-
NY.ORG.

DAYCARE	DURING	WORSHIP	SERVICE
We	are	now	providing	childcare	for	0–3-year-olds	(under-
Sunday-School-age	children)	during	the	9	a.m.	service.	Kate	
Marino	will	coordinate	the	schedule.	If	you	are	willing	to	
help,	please	contact	the	church	ofMice	at	914-337-0207	
x1003	or	KRapillo@VLC-NY.org.	We	need	1-2	volunteers	to	
be	in	the	care	room	(across	from	library	on	ground	Mloor)	
from	8:45-10:15	a.m.	on	days	Sunday	School	is	in	session.		

Our	church	directory	will	not	be	complete	without	you.	

Schedule	your	professional	photography	session	when	you	
stop	by	the	sign-up	table	at	church	or	simply	go	online	at	
https:/www.shorturl.ac/directory.		Click	on	photography	
appointment	scheduling	on	the	right	side.		Our	Church	code	is	
ny118	and	password	is	photo.		Schedule	2	consecutive	
timeslots	for	families	over	6	people.
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Tucked	away	towards	the	back	of	our	hymnal	(Lutheran	Service	Book),	in	the	“Morning”	
section,	is	a	lovely	hymn	that	comes	from	the	Chinese	folk	tradition.	It	is	called	“Greet	
the	Rising	Sun”	(LSB	871)	and	was	translated	by	Rev.	Stephen	Starke,	a	Lutheran	pastor	
who	has	written	a	number	of	recent	hymn	texts.	In	researching	the	background,	I	found	
that	the	original	Chinese	hymn-writer	(Zhao	Zichen)	was	introduced	to	Christianity	
through	schooling,	went	on	to	teach	theology,	and	was	interested	in	connecting	the	
Christian	faith	to	important	elements	of		Chinese	culture.
	
While	I	cannot	claim	to	have	a	deep	understanding	of	Chinese	ways,	I	have	become	
more	aware	of	the	culture	through	our	Asian	branch	of	the	family	(by	sibling	marriage).	
This	hymn	reMlects	two	things	that	I	have	noticed:	active	engagement	with	the	wonders	

of	creation	and	high	value	on	inter-generational	ties.	The	whole	Mirst	verse	uses	images	from	nature	–	the	sun,	
birds,	Mlowers	–	seeing	them	as	a	symbol	of	blessing	in	the	new	day.	But	rather	than	considering	natural	elements	
to	be	spirits	or	deities,	as	in	non-Christian	beliefs,	the	second	verse	moves	immediately	to	a	prayer.	Extending	into	
the	third	verse,	this	encourages	the	understanding	that	such	things	are	a	gift	from	God,	who	is	the	author	of	all	life	
and	the	one	who	cares	for	us.	The	prayer	also	seeks	God’s	guidance	as	we	go	about	our	daily	business	and	relate	to	
each	other	(“teach	the	young	and	esteem	the	old”).
	
LSB	includes	Scripture	references	for	every	hymn.	One	passage	that	is	listed	for	this	hymn	is	not	a	quotation,	but	
reMlects	the	overall	sense	of	the	hymn	text:
	
And	the	peace	of	God,	which	transcends	all	understanding,	will	guard	your	hearts	and	your	minds	in	Christ	
Jesus.	(Philippians	4:7)

	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Please	join	us	as	we	sing	and	
make	music	to	the	Lord!
	

We	welcome	back	the	Youth	Choir	to	worship	on	Sunday	
10/15,	along	with	the	music	of	guest	artist	Wendysue.	

Chancel	Choir	will	sing	in	worship	each	Sunday	in	
October	except	for	10/8.	

Village	Bells	will	be	preparing	for	worship	in	late	
October	or	early	November.

For	speciMic	schedules	and	information,	contact...

Deborah	Reiss:		Chancel	Choir,	FaithWalk,	Village	Bells
914-337-0207,	x1018	·	DReiss@vlc-ny.org

George	Heath:	Youth	Choir,	HS	Choir,	Village	Brass
914-337-0207,	ext.	1012	·	GHeath@vlc-ny.org	

VLC	MUSIC	MINISTRY

We	are	so	appreciative	of	those	who	came	to		
donate	blood	on	Saturday,	Sept.	9	and	helped	
spread	the	word.	We	beat	our	goal...	and	
collected	44	units!	Bringing	our	total	since	we	
started	hosting	the	blood	drive	to	337	units	
collected!	

Together	we	have	impacted	the	lives	of	over	
1,000	people	and	families.	

"A	single	pint	can	save	three	lives,	
a	single	gesture	can	create	a	million	smiles."
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VOYAGERS	Grades	3–6
Voyagers	is	open	to	all	incoming	students	in	Grades	3–6	and	friends	are	always	welcome.		We	will	meet	on	
Thursdays	10/12,	10/19	and	10/26	from	6:00–7:00	p.m.		At	the	end	of	the	Thursday	meetings,	Youth	
going	to	choir	will	be	dropped	off	there	and	everyone	else	will	be	escorted	to	the	school	doors	and	dismissed	
to	their	cars.	If	you	have	any	questions,	please	email	Erika	Schultz	at	tyandbash@aol.com.

VOYAGER	HALLOWEEN	PARTY:	Friday	10/27	at	6:00	p.m.	(set	up	at	5:00	p.m.).		Parent	must	
accompany	Voyager	Youth.
	

LIFERS	Grades	7–8
Conbirmation	Classes	continue	in-person	on	Thursdays	from	6:00-7:00	p.m.	To	register	your	child	for	our	
program,	please	go	to	https://www.vlc-ny.org/conMirmation-form	or	call	the	church	ofMice	for	more	
information.	All	Village	Lutheran	members,	Chapel	School	students	and	community	youth	are	welcome.	New	
8th	graders	are	also	welcome	(we	will	catch	you	up!).	If	you	have	any	questions,	please	contact	our	Director	of	
Youth	and	Family	Ministries	Pastor	Mark	Budenholzer	at	MBudenholzer@VLC-NY.ORG	or	call	the	church	ofMice	
at	914-337-0207.	
	
The	Rite	of	Conbirmation	will	be	held	Sunday,	May	19	at	the	10:45	a.m.	service.	ConMirmation	is	a	two-
year	program	that	equips	our	youth	to	understand	and	live	out	their	Christian	faith.	One	year	we	cover	the	
story	of	scripture	and	the	other	we	learn	about	Christian	teachings.		

CRUSADERS	Grades	9–12
Over	the	last	2	years	we	have	focused	on	how	Jesus	is		IN	ALL	THINGS	and	that	we	are	SAVED	TO	SERVE!	This	year	we	
will	take	all	that	knowledge	and	dive	deeper	into	WHY	we	do	what	we	do.	Are	our	actions	PURPOSEFUL	MOVEMENT.		
VLC	Bible	verse	is	Isaiah	40:31	“they	who	wait	for	the	Lord	shall	renew	their	strength;	they	shall	mount	up	with	wings	
like	eagles;	they	shall	run	and	not	be	weary;	they	shall	walk	and	not	faint.”	Isaiah	describes	each	movement	with	
conviction	and	unwavering	faith.	How	can	we	purposefully	move	with	intention,	passion		and	keep	Jesus	at	the	center?	
Let’s	discuss!	
	

Calling	all	9-12	graders!	Please	join	us	after	the	9	a.m.	service	on	Sundays	
10/15,	10/22,	and	10/29	in	Room	209.	(Classroom	above	the	church)

DEEPER	DISCUSSION:	Thursday	10/12	from	6:00-7:00	p.m.
MovieTalk:	Thursday10/26	from	6:00-7:00	p.m.
Scared	by	the	Sound:	TBA

Summer	2024	Mission	Trip:
Want	to	go	on	a	mission	trip	to	Guatemala	this	summer?	More	details	coming	soon!	
If	you	have	any	questions	please	email	Crusader	Youth	Leader,	Amy	Heath	@	amyheath1023@gmail.com

SUNDAY	SCHOOL 
Join	us	for	Sunday	School	during	our	9	a.m.	service!	

For	more	information,	feel	free	to	contact	our	Director	of	Youth	and	Ministries	Pastor	Mark	Budenholzer	at	
MBudenholzer@VLC-NY.ORG		or	our	Sunday	School	Superintendent	Sarah	Gleason	at	
chrisnysarah@netscape.net.		

Parent	Community	Nights
Parent	Community	Nights	are	something	new	we	are	doing	this	year	with	the	goal	of	fostering	
Christian	community	amongst	parents	as	we	seek	to	raise	our	children	as	God	has	called	us	to.	
Join	us	for	our	birst	night	on	Thursday	10/19	at	6	p.m.	

We'll	have	food,	discussion,	and	I'll	share	a	little	bit	about	what	I	hope	to	accomplish	with	these	
nights.	Childcare	will	be	provided.	For	more	information	contact	Pastor	Mark	at	
MBudenholzer@VLC-NY.ORG



“To	Know,	Live	And	Share	The	Love	of	Christ” October 2023

THE	CHAPEL	SCHOOL	NEWS
By	Principal	Michael	Schultz

6

TCS’s	2023	SUMMER	PROGRAM	HAS	ANOTHER	SUCCESSFUL	SEASON!
The	numbers	are	in!		TCS	Summer	Program	Directors	James	Mastrangelo	(Explorer)	and	Chrissy	
Colagrande	(Care	Bear)	led	a	team	of	fantastic	instructors	and	counselors	who	provided	another	
uninterrupted	9	Full	Weeks	of	Safe	and	Fun	Summer	Programming!		Registration	for	both	Care	Bear	
and	Explorer	Programs	were	excellent,	and	gross	income	exceeded	$652,000!		Planning	has	already	
begun	for	Summer	2024!

	
WELCOME	NEW	TCS	PROGRAMS	and	NEW	TCS	TEACHERS!
Exciting	new	Programs	for	2023-2024	include	iReady	Reading	and	Math	Assessment,	
Lessonbee.com	Health	and	Mental	Health	Platform,	Rocket	Languages	Spanish	Platform,	
Sphero	Robotics	and	Coding	Tech	Upgrades	and	MORE!		Welcome	to	TCS	Mrs.	Jennifer	
Godshall	(Left)	K-8	Art	Teacher	and	Ms.	Alyson	Schultz	(Right)	Preschool	3s	5	AM	
Teacher!	And	welcome	back	to	the	rest	of	our	wonderful	and	dedicated	TCS	Team!		

	
TCS	Serves	
After	supporting	our	new	neighbors	from	Iona	
University	in	September,	we	are	excited	for	
October’s	Student	Leader	Service	Learning	initiative	
for	CAMFED	(Campaign	for	Female	Education),	as	led	
by	7	Graders	Shema	White,	Camryn	Crawford	and	
Nile	Lee.

Return	of	Band,	Choirs	and	After-School	Sports	for	Fall	2023!
The	Chapel	School	Chargers	Athletics	Program	is	proud	to	announce	the	return	of	CYO	Cross	Country,	
Club	Volleyball	and	Golf	this	fall	…	plus	an	earlier	start	of	a	full	CYO	Basketball	Season!		And,	TCS’s	
Music	and	Drama	Programs	are	pleased	to	prepare	for	the	return	of	Prep	Choir,	Select	Choir	and	Band	
…	and	a	Grades	1-3	Production	of	Roald	Dahl’s	“Willie	Wonka	Kids”!		#HOPEintheLORD!	

October	Open	House	Dates	...	JOIN	US!
Preschool	(2s-4s)		⎼	Sunday	10/1		at	1	p.m.
Lower	School	and	Middle	School	(Grades	K-8)		⎼	Sunday10/15	at	1	p.m.

Denisse	Jadue											Spanish	Teacher									 1	year	
Lisa	Collins																Teacher	Aide															 1	year
Emma	Hartman PT	Receptionist					 2	year
Isabel	Watson											Teacher	Aide															 15	years
Lynn	McAloon								 Gr	4	Teacher	 				17	years

Thank	you	to	the	following	VLC/TCS	team	members	
who	are	celebrating	a	work	anniversary	in	October.	We	
are	blessed	by	their	dedication	and	support	and	honor	
the	work	that	they	do	and	the	gifts	that	they	bring	to	
our	church	and	school.
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LUTHERAN	COUNSELING	CENTER	25TH	ANNUAL	GALA	⏤	Thursday	10/26	at	6:30	p.m.	Westbury	Manor,	Westbury,NY.		
2023	Honorees	include:	Molly	Blancke,	Retired	Executive	Director	of	LCC,	Christopher	Boccalupo,	Director	of	Christian	
Education,	Trinity	Lutheran	Church,	Islip,	Rev.	Danielle	Miller,	Pastor,	Advent	Lutheran	Church,	Manhattan;	and	Director	of	
Pinecrest	Lutheran	Leadership	Ministries,	and	Kathy	Siemann,	LCC	OfMice	Manager	

MISSIONARY	UPDATE
Dear	The	Village	Lutheran	Church,

Praise	God	from	whom	all	blessings	Mlow.	We	write	to	you	in	the	name	of	Him,	who	sought	us	out	like	a	
priceless	pearl.	We	thank	God	for	His	lavish	generosity	in	His	free	gift	of	salvation.	We	also	thank	Him	for	
His	providence	in	raising	up	generous	partners	such	as	yourself	who	continue	to	support	us	in	this	
ministry	of	Bible	translation.	We	are	so	grateful	for	your	continued	support,	both	in	prayer	and	through	
your	Minancial	gifts.	The	sustainable	ministry	of	Bible	translation	depends	on	the	faithful	and	recurrent	
giving	of	brothers	and	sisters	like	you.

Because	of	your	commitment	to	Bible	translation,	we	are	that	much	closer	to	being	able	to	move	to	Cameroon	to	share	the	true	
light	of	the	Gospel	with	our	Subula	brothers	and	sisters.	In	a	world	where	darkness	seems	to	be	winning,	the	word	of	God	is	a	
Mirm	beacon	of	hope	that	proclaims	a	different	story	than	that	of	sin,	death,	and	the	devil.	We	are	passionate	about	sharing	this	
promise	with	the	language	community	we	have	been	called	to.	We	are	humbled	and	encouraged	by	the	trust	you	have	placed	
in	us	through	this	second	gift.

May	God	continue	to	richly	bless	you	with	His	spirit	of	peace	and	joy	in	the	months	and	years	to	come	as	we	work	together	to	
share	His	Spirit	with	the	Subula.	May	God	bless	all	of	us	as	we	await	with	great	eagerness	the	day	that	He	has	promised	will	
come	and	soon,	when	He	returns	in	glory,	to	put	an	end	to	all	suffering.	May	God	bring	many	more	to	faith	through	their	
languages	so	they	might	understand	what	great	promises	He	has	made	to	all	the	world.

In	Christian	love,
Tim	and	Erin
	

To	support	the	Schulte’s	go	to	https://lbt.org/project/rev-tim-erin-schulte/
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MEMORIAL/HONORED	VOICES
TO	KNOW,	LIVE	AND	SHARE	

THE	LOVE	OF	CHRIST
	

Under	the	blessing	of	God,	the	
mission	of	Village	Lutheran	Church	

is	a	ministry	of	the	Word	and	
Sacraments.	This	ministry	gives	

opportunities	for	mission,	witness,	
nurture,	fellowship,	stewardship	
and	service.	It	focuses	on	the	

speciLic	needs	of	individuals	and	
groups	within	the	congregation	and	
extends	to	the	church-at-large,	the	

community	and	the	world.
	

The	Chapel	School	is	an	integral	
part	of	the	congregation’s	

ministry	directed	speciLically	to	
children.	It	provides	a	distinctive	
Christian	education	enabling	

children	to	evidence	a	Christian	
lifestyle	and	to	achieve	academic	

success.
	

TO	GOD	ALONE	BE	GLORY

Gifts	were	received	from:

Kirk	Bedevian
In	Honor	of	

Betty	Lou	Held’s	Birthday

Theresa	Eaton	
In	Memory	of	

Her	Beloved	Husband,
John	Waters	Eaton

Rev.	Dr.	&	Mrs.	Robert	Hartwell
In	Memory	of	Katherine	Koenig

The	Doherty	Family
In	Memory	of	Erika	Doherty

Yann	&	Kerrianne	Gillet
In	Memory	of	Helen	Biele

Joyce	Holz
In	Memory	of	Al	Accatino

William	Phipps
In	Memory	of	Herbert	Nuechterlein

Carol	Coleman
In	Memory	of	Katherine	Koenig
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