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CHECK IN!
"Check In" using the WPC App
and let us know you are
worshipping with us today.
Please enter any prayer
requests when you check in!
We would love to pray with
you and for you.

Download the WPC App
and connect  with your

church in  a  brand new way!
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WORSHIP ORDER
June 1, 2025

7th Sunday of Easter
Prelude

Preparing for Worship

Chiming the Hour

*Call to Worship                                                                
The risen Christ ascended - 
not to leave us behind,
but to reign in mercy and peace.
We gather to worship the One
who speaks with wisdom,
who calls us to the better path.
Scripture shows what it means 
to take up the mantle of faith - 
not with power, but with peace;
not to conquer, but to calm.
We come seeking the courage
to speak with grace
and act with care.
Let us enter this hour
not with haste or anger,
but with hearts open
to the One who reigns in love.
We worship the ascended Christ - 
whose throne is gentleness,
whose power is peace.



*Hymn of Praise (No. 372) 
O for a World
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4/10/13

A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH

372O for a World

Everything longed for in this text is a reminder of how far our present world is from what God wants. Yet
this is not just wishful thinking; it is a call to action, a summons to participate in the fulÞllment of GodÕs
desire for all earth’s people to live in radical shalom.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Miriam Therese Winter, 1987
MUSIC: Carl Gotthelf Gläser, 1828; arr. Lowell Mason, 1839
Text © 1990 Medical Mission Sisters
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Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession 
Gracious God,
you have shown us a better way - 
a way of patience,
a path of peace.

But we continue to rush to judgment,
raise our voices before we listen,
and guard our pride
when you call us to offer compassion.

You have lifted Christ above all powers,
yet we cling to control.
You have given us examples of wise restraint,
but we often choose pride over understanding.

Forgive us.
Teach us the strength of gentleness and caring.
Give us the courage to meet hostility
with calm and mercy.
And help us to walk
in the peace of your risen Son.
Amen.

 



*Passing of the Peace
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

*Response to the Gift of Grace (No. 581) GREATOREX
Glory Be to the Father

Assurance of Grace 
Hear these words from the letter to the Colossians: 
"God has rescued us from the power of darkness 
and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son." 

God’s grace doesn’t wait until we get it right.
It finds us in the middle of our mistakes,
lifts us out of conflict and pride,
and reminds us that we are not defined by what we have
done,
but by the One who loves us still.

Friends, believe the good news:
We are always already loved! Thanks be to God!



Transition
At this point, we will be transitioning to a live stream of
worship in the Sanctuary.

Sacred Space 

First Reading
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Proverbs 15 (selected verses)

Prayer for Illumination

*Song of Community (No. 301) TWO OAKS
Let Us Build a House (v. 3)
Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine, and wheat;
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space;
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
all are welcome; all are welcome; 
all are welcome in this place.



Affirmation of Faith From The Confession of Belhar

We believe that God has entrusted the church with the
message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ;
that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the
light of the world,
that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker,
that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the
new heaven and the new earth in which righteousness dwells;
that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit has conquered the
powers of sin and death, and therefore also of irreconciliation
and hatred, bitterness and enmity,
that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit will enable the church to
live in a new obedience which can open new possibilities of life
for society and the world;

Elder Kim MitchellSermon
Supporting Cast: Abigail

*Scriptural Acclamation (No. 587)
Alleluia!

Second Reading
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God
among us, and for Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
Thanks be to God!

 1 Samuel 25 (selected verses)



Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen

*Doxology
LASST UNS ERFREUENPraise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Offertory

Chancel Choir; Steve Thompson, organ
Bread of the World Richard Shephard (1949-2021)

A Word from the Foundation
Announcements and Invitation to the Offering

Gary Young



Communion Hymn (No. 260) 
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (v. 2-3)

HYFRYDOL
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Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
JESUS CHRIST: ASCENSION AND REIGN

260

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: William Chatterton Dix, 1866, alt.
MUSIC: Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1831, alt.

HYFRYDOL
8.7.8.7.D

The author regarded this text as a communion hymn, a theme that seems eclipsed by the attention to
Christ’s exaltation, but a helpful reminder that such hymns are not always quiet and meek. This text is sung
to various tunes, but this rousing Welsh one is a favorite choice.

260-alleluia sing to.mus, Page 1



Transition
At this point, we will be transitioning back to a live service. 
We have about 5-10 minutes remaining. 
Please begin to finish your work.

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
Communion is received via intinction with gluten-free

wafers and grape juice.
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JESUS CHRIST: ASCENSION AND REIGN

260-alleluia sing to.mus, Page 2



*This sign is an invitation, to all who are comfortable and able, to stand
as they offer God thanks and praise.

Hymn and scripture text printed with permission granted by CCLI License #2337964. 
Musical scores printed with permission granted by onelicense.net License #A728015. 

Prayers adapted from various sources.
AAC Symbols used with permission from Open Symbols.

Postlude

Blessings, Charge, and Benediction

*Hymn of Sending
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today

EASTER HYMN

The Confession of Belhar (1982) Adopted by the PC(USA) in 2016
Belhar came from South Africa and took shape in the early 1980s, during the era
when apartheid was the official policy of the white controlled government and of
the white, Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa. The Confession of Belhar
offered a theological challenge to apartheid from Christians of color in the Dutch
Reformed Mission Church. Approved by that denomination in 1986, Belhar named
division based on race as sin, and called Christians and the Church to ministries of
reconciliation and justice.
Belhar has three central points: Unity, Reconciliation, and Justice. It is structured
like the Theological Declaration of Barmen. There is a biblical affirmation
followed by a rejection of false teaching. The Presbyterian Church USA adopted
this Confession at the 222nd General Assembly in 2016.




























