
Hymn 209                              Blessed Be the God of Israel    
 

Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free, 
who visits and redeems us, and grants us liberty. 

The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release; 
God shall fulfill the promise to bring our people peace. 

 

Now from the house of David a child of grace is given; 
a Savior comes among us to raise us up to heaven. 
Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way, 

the prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day. 
 

On prisoners of darkness the sun begins to rise, 
the dawning of forgiveness upon the sinner’s eyes, 

to guide the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace; 
O bless our God and Savior with songs that never cease! 

 

(Words: Michael Perry, 1973 © Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission CCLI #1060637) 
 
 
 
 

Hymn 210               All Earth is Waiting 
 

All earth is waiting to see the Promised One,  
and the open furrows, the sowing of the Lord.  

All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty;  
it cries out for justice and searches for the truth. 

 

Thus says the prophet to those of Israel,  
“A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel,”  

for his name is “God with us,” our brother shall be,  
with him hope will blossom once more within our hearts. 

 

Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain;  
open new highways, new highways for the Lord.  

He is now coming closer, so come all as see,  
and open the doorways as wide as wide can be. 

 

In lowly stable the Promised One appeared,  
yet, feel his presence throughout the earth today,  

for he lives in all Christians and is with us now;  
again, with his coming he brings us liberty. 

 

(Words: Catalonian text by Alberto Taulè, 1972) 

 
 
 

 
 


