Dover First UMC’s Weekly Newsletter
June 6, 2025

Let’s Worship Together
Sundays at 10:20 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Recharge on the last
Sunday of the month at
7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Nursery Care
Sunday mornings
for children 1to 3

Preschool
Sunday mornings
for children 4 to 6

Children’s Ministry
Kidz Min Church
during Sunday Worship

Youth Ministry
Youth Group for grades
middle and high school

Sundays at 6 p.m.

Our Website
Visit doverfirst.org
for online services

special studies,

announcements,
opportunities to serve,
the church calendar
and ways to give.

Camp Read-A-Lot

Wednesdays 9 a.m. to Noon

Register online at doverfirst.org
using the Camp Read-A-Lot tab
or contact the Dover First United
Methodist Church office at:
(330) 343-1322 for more info.

Camp Read-A-Lot is a faith-based
summer literacy program for kids
entering grades K thru 3 or anyone
needing extra help learning to read.
Enjoy stories, music, activities, crafts,
and 50 different fun literacy games!
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Dover First UMC’s
Youth Group

Summer
Adventures!

June 9
We're Going to
Kennywood!
West Mifflin, PA
Youth grades 6 thru 12
*Rain date is June 10

June 29

It’s Putt Putt Time!

For All Youth Entering \géllﬁmaeoml:rl

Grades 6 thru 12 '
g July 20 -

For more information Youth Lock-Out
contact your Youth Director: Camping at the church

Logan Ladrach 8 p.m.to 7 a.m.
doverfirstyouth@gmail.com |— July 26

. Youth Event at
(334) 447:0480 Camp Aldersgate

11 a.m. in Carrollton

August 5
We're Going to
Tall Timbers!
*Rain date is August 7

Dover First United Methodist Church
1725 N. Wooster Ave in Dover, Ohio




Join Pastor Wes for a 5-Week Study
of the Philip Yancey Memoir

When the Light Fell

Wednesdays Beginning on July 2nd
at 7 p.m. in the Church Lounge

Please sign up in the lobby
Books will be available for $16

You can also download to your Kindle
through your personal account for $13




Announcements
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Let's CraH & CI/er ’l’ogeﬂ/\@r'

Crafters of all art mediums are invited
to join us in the church lounge
for crafting and chatter fun on the first
Saturday of each month at 10 a.m.

Come as you are and bring any craft that you like including:
Knitting, Calligraphy, Painting, Crocheting, Drawing, Sewing,
Jewelry Design, Quilting, Scrapbooking, Origami and more!

Your Help is Needed .
During the Summer Months

For our choir and all groups
soon to be on summer break:

Please consider serving ; S E RV E é
at the Welcome Center or as Others @

an usher as you are available. | PETER 4:10, NIV
Extra help is always needed
during the summer, so please HOHOR

contact the office for more info. & C.hr|§t the L OrO.
(330) 343-1322 or doverfirst.org ~ WRE s
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v " Welcome to Worship
June 8, 2025

irst United Methodist Churct

Our nursery for ages 1-3 and preschool for ages 4-6
are available in the Education Zone in rooms 1,3 and 5.

Welcome and Ahnouncements

Prelude “Descend, O Spirit of God”
arr. Mark Roberts

Call to Worship Psalm 104:24-28

L O Lord, how manifold are your works!
ALL: In wisdom you have made them all;
ALL: The earth is full of your creatures.

L: Yonder is the sea, great and wide,

ALL: Creeping things innumerable are there,
ALL: Living things both small and great.

L There go the ships,

L And Leviathan whom you formed to play in it.
ALL: These all look to you,

ALL: To give them their food in due season.
L: When you give to them, they gather it;

ALL: When you open your hand, they are filled
with good things.



*Hymn #420 Breathe on Me, Breath of God
Scripture Acts 2:1-21

Prayer
*Hymn #347 Spirit Song

Scripture Revelation 2:12-17

Special Music  “I Am”
An original song written, played
and sang by Susan George

*Offering Introduction/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer
Message My Faithful paptug (Witness)
*Hymn #370  Victory in Jesus

*Benediction

*Postlude “Every Time | Feel the Spirit”
arr. John Carter

CCLI License #1687804



My Faithful paptug (Witness)

Scripture: Revelation 2:12-17

12“And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp
two-edged sword:

1 “l know where you are living, where Satan’s throne is. Yet you are holding fast to my name, and you
did not deny your faith in me even in the days of Antipas my witness, my faithful one, who was killed
among you, where Satan lives. * But | have a few things against you: you have some there who hold to
the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the people of Israel, so that
they would eat food sacrificed to idols and engage in sexual immorality. ** So you also have some who
hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. '* Repent, then. If not, | will come to you soon and wage war
against them with the sword of my mouth. 7 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is
saying to the churches. To everyone who conquers | will give some of the hidden manna, and | will give a
white stone, and on the white stone is written a new name that no one knows except the one who
receives it.

Questions

1. What does it mean that Satan lives in Pergamum and has a throne in the city?

2. Do we know anything about Antipas and his witness and how does his witness relate to that of
the church in Pergamum ?

3. Whatis the connection between “holding fast to my name” and being a witness?

4. Do we understand who the Nicolaitans were and what their relationship to Pergamum was?

Background
Related Scriptures: Numbers 22-24; Acts 2:1-47;

Mdaptug (witness) is a legal term that refers to someone who can testify to the truth or validity of a
claim. Within Christianity it is someone whose behavior and character demonstrates the work of the
Holy Spirit. The word witness became so entangled with someone who patiently suffered persecution
that pdptug became our word martyr- someone who dies for a cause.

Pergamum was the second city of the province of Asia (Ephesus being the capital), it boasted a large
library and a temple to Roma (and/or Caesar). Because of this Pergamum became a center, along with
Ephesus, for practicing the imperial cult.

The text alludes to Numbers 22-24 where Balaam is incited to curse Israel for Balak and is connected
closely to Israelfalling into idolatry. What seems to be at issue in Revelation is a group within the church
encourages the believers to participate in the imperial cult.

The hidden manna offered as a reward for following Jesus represents the source of sustenance for the
Israelites as they wandered the wilderness in Exodus.

The new name seems to reflecta new identity in Christ but the white stone offered to the conqueroris a
little more difficult to understand other than engraving on a stone is a symbol of permeance and the
color white reflects purity.

For a fun and enlightening read: Bruce Longenecker The Lost Letters of Pergamum



My Faithful paptug (Witness)

Reflection

What is your testimony? Thisis a question that | grew up with and is based on the desire to be a witness
forJesus. Asking people theirtestimony is common in Americabecause our heritage is steeped in “Come
to Jesus” moments and revivalism. Whether because of my inclination to quiet and privacy or the fact |
have never had much (if any) time outside the Church, | have always struggled with this question. | do
not often feel comfortable providing the kind of public personal testimony that some are accustomed
to. l used tofind some level of guilt and shame in this fact, but as | read the Bible | am comforted by the
fact that being a witness looks different in the New Testament. Yes, we are told of the dramatic
conversion of Paul whose testimony forms the basis for this modernidea. But alongside Paul’s witness is
Timothy, whose witness is a quiet faithfulness from his youth.

When we think of witnessing we often think of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came upon Peter and he
boldly proclaimed the message of Jesus. | know many people who are very uncomfortable with that
story. They do not like how Peter is thrown into the spotlight and they associate the spotlight with
witnessing. But witnessing in the Bible is not about being in the spotlight, it is about staying true to
Jesus. John praises the church in Pergamum for being a faithful witness, particularly Antipas who met
death for his faith. But John does not describe anything about the church that is bold or flashy. John
describes the church as faithful, holding fast to Jesus’ name. The witness of Antipas was that he did not
give up being a Christian in the face of death, the church’s witness was they remained a church despite
the threat of society. John is not suggesting this group was out on the streets preaching on the corners,
as we might associate with Peter on Pentecost. Rather, the boldness of the group was they were faithful
in living their lives forJesus and open that they were trying to follow him. Their witness was simply that
the Holy Spirit had filled theirlives. The evidence forthe Spirit’s presence was them, day in and day out,
living for Jesus’ kingdom. '

We have many people like this in our world today. Many faithful witnesses to Jesus, perhaps not taking
the road of a Billy Graham, but witnessing none-the-less. | think of people like Nobel Peace Prize
recipient Norman Borlaug, U.N. Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold, Dr. Paul Brand, and Surgeon
General C. Everett Koop. Each of these individuals had a very public role and each had in one sense a
very public faith. Each man took his job very seriously and rooted his work in his commitment to Jesus.
None of these individuals shied away from saying their faith was important to them, yet none were
explicitly known for their faith, except in that it helped guide them be the best they could be. This is
what God asks of us, to be open about our allegiance to Jesus. We are called to own our commitment to
the faith. Maybe some, like Peter or Paul, might feel called to boisterous witnesses. But many of us will
be quiet and humble. Witness is about owning our relationship to Jesus in such a way that people
understand our motivations. And trusting God’s Spirit to rest on us as at Pentecost, notto make us loud,
but to make us true. While we tend to focus on Peter’s sermon, the Holy Spirit’s work continued as
people lived together in peace, becoming a family.

Our witness is about being willing to say “l am a Christian who is trying to live a life filled with God.” And
then relying on the Holy Spirit to provide the fruit in our changed character. Witness is about saying, |
am going to be up front about the fact that Jesus leads my life and then being committed to showing
that in the world. Witnessing involves speaking, it involves being open and honest about one’s faith in
Jesus. But witnessing is about more than the words that come from your mouth, witnessing is about
faith to allow the Holy Spirit to guide your character. Witnessing is about being about to stay true to the
ways of Jesus evenin the difficult times. Our call this Pentecostis to witness to Jesus, not simply through
the kind of bold preaching Peter used, but in allowing the Holy Spirit to visibly transform our lives.



This Week at Dover First UMC

Sunday
10:20 a.m.  Worship Service

Next Sunday
Father’s Day

10:20 a.m.  Worship Service

Noon Private Party
Fellowship Hall

Please consider helping
at the Welcome Center or as
an usher as you are available.
Extra help is always needed
during the summer due to
vacations, so please contact
the office for more info.

(330) 343-1322
or doverfirst.org

Monday

Youth Trip to Kennywood!
Youth Group Grades 6 thru 12

Tuesday
7p.m:

7 p.m.

Wednesday

Thursday
pim.

Friday

Saturday
11 a.m.

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

Boy Scouts
Scout Room

No Events

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

Annual

Conference

Wooster College
June 12 thru 14

Private Party
Pavilion and
Fellowship Hall

Please share any changes or additions to the church calendar
with Administrative Assistant, Debbie Benish.
doverfirst@gmail.com or (330) 343-1322




