Dover First UMC’s Weekly Newsletter

Let’s Worship Together
Sundays at 10:20 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Recharge Service
Live Contemporary Music
Last Sunday of the Month

Fellowship Hall at 6 p.m.

Nursery Care
Sunday mornings
for children 1to 3
inrooms 1 and 3

Preschool
Sunday mornings
for children 4 to 6

Children’s Ministry
Kidz Min Church
during Sunday Worship

Youth Ministry
Youth Group for grades
middle and high school

Sundays at 6 p.m.

Our Website
Visit doverfirst.org
for online services,

special studies,

announcements,
opportunities to serve,
and the church calendar
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Advent Decorating Schedule: November 21, 23, and 24

This year, we’re changing up our decorating plans a bit by
taking three days to complete our Advent transformation.

The altar committee is asking everyone helping
to commit to only one day for several hours.
On Friday, Nov. 21, we will begin with the usual fluffing
of the trees, putting out decorations for each tree,
and making sure that everything is ready for Sunday.

On Sunday, Nov. 23, we will begin at noon by decorating
the trees and hanging the wreaths after the church service.
Snacks and water will be available instead of lunch this year.

On Monday, Nov. 24, decorators are needed to setup
the nativity sets, finish any remaining projects and
put away the boxes in the multi-purpose room.
You can arrive at noon or in the early afternoon.

We anticipate that decorators will only need to be at
the church for several hours on one day, as most of
our experienced decorators know what to do.

Questions? Please contact the church office at:
doverfirst@gmail.com or (330) 343-1322.
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Let’s Help T4C to Share a Brighter

Christmas for Area Children and Families
All gifts and donations are needed by Nov. 30th

To Give Toys and Other Gifts for Children
Pick up a tag from the tree in the lobby.
After shopping, place your gift under
the tree no later than November 30.
Please note: All gifts should be new and not used.

To Donate Funds to Help T4C with Clothing Gifts

Please write ‘Share a Christmas’
on your check memo line or cash envelope.
Checks should be made to Dover First UMC.
Please note: We are not collecting clothing this year.




The Food Pantry _
of Dover-New Phila _‘JFOOd Pantry
422 W. Third Street of Dover + New Phildelphia
Dover, OH 44622

The local food pantry is open twice each week for all in need
of food from 5 to 8 p.m. on Thursday 9 a.m. to Noon on Friday.

Home delivery is also available for the homebound and those
unable to come to the pantry. Call (330) 649-2228 for info.
Do you or someone that you know need emergency
food assistance today, please call (234) 801-8198.

The pantry is an all volunteer organization and many more
volunteers are needed to distribute food at the pantry, as
well as deliver food to are neighbors unable to come in:
Thursday 4:30 to 8 p.m. and Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon
Drivers are needed on Thursday from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

For additional information, visit the pantry website at:
dovernpfoodpantry.org or call (234) 801-8198

Community Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast

Men of all ages are invited for
breakfast, prayer and fellowship
each month at a different
church from9to 11 a.m.

Holiday Season Schedule

Dec. 20 First Moravian Church
319 N. Wanut Street in Dover

Jan. 17 St. Joseph Catholic Church
at the Knights of Columbus
346 W. 9th Street in Dover
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Dover First United Methodist Churct

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude “We Gather Together”
arr. Robert Lau

Call to Worship Luke 1:68-79

Leader: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favorably on his people.

Congregation: He has sent us a mighty savior

from the house of his servant David.

Leader: He has done this by the will of his holy
prophets,

Congregation: whom he has promised since the
world began.

Leader: We have been saved from our enemies,
from the power of those who hate us.
Congregation: He has shown mercy to our ancestors
and has not forgotten the covenant he made with
them.

Leader: This was the oath he swore to our father
Abraham, to set us free from the hands of our
enemies, to serve him without fear, in holiness
and righteousness, all our days.

Congregation: And you, my child, will be called the
prophet of the Most High.

Leader: You will go on before the Lord to prepare
the way for him.



Congregation: To give his people the knowledge
of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins.

Leader: Because of our God’s tender mercy,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,

Congregation: to give light to those who sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into
the path of peace.

*Hymn #2036 Give Thanks
Scripture Isaiah 43:1-7
Prayer

All children who would like to go to Kidz Min in the Education Zone
are asked to meet at the back of the sanctuary during the hymn.

*Hymn #694 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
Scripture Matthew 14:22-33

Choir Anthem “Peter...Do You Love Me?”
Marvin Curtis

*Offering Introduction/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Message “How Would You Respond?”
Pastor Wesley George

*Hymn #715 Rejoice, The Lord Is King

*Benediction

*Postlude “For the Beauty of the Earth”
arr. James Mansfield

CCLI License #1687804



How Would You Respond?

Scripture: Matthew 14:22-33

22lmmediately he made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he
dismissed the crowds. 2> And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to
pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 2* but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was
far from the land, for the wind was against them. 2° And early in the morning he came walking toward
them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is
aghost!” And they cried outin fear. ¥ Butimmediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is |;
do not be afraid.”

28 peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 2° He said,
“Come.” So Petergotout of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 3° But when
he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”
31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 3* And those in the boat worshiped him,
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

Questions

1. What story does this follow and why does Matthew highlight the immediacy of the disciples
getting into the boat and leaving?

2. Why does Jesus stay behind what does that say about him and about his disciples?

Is there significance to Jesus’ walking on water or was it simply a convenience?

4. What does it say about Peter that he would even think to leave the boat while there was a
storm on the lake?

w

Background
Related Scriptures: Isaiah 43:1-7; Hebrews 12:1-6

This story immediately follows the story of Jesus feeding the 5,000. Just as Jesus being able to provide
food for everyone was a sign of his connection to God so is his command of the natural world.

Jesus walking on the water is not meantto simply be a convenience for him but was deliberately meant
for the disciples to see so they could understand that nature responds to Jesus’ needs and desires.

Seeing an apparition during the storm might signal to the disciples they were about to die.

JOHN CHRYSOSTOM: For what purpose does he go up into the hills on the mountain? To teach us that
solitude and seclusion are good, when we are to pray to God. With this in view, you see, we find him
continually withdrawing into the wilderness. There he often spends the whole night in prayer. This
teaches us earnestly to seek such quietness in our prayers as the time and place may afford. For the
wilderness is the mother of silence; it is a calm and a harbor, delivering us from all turmoils?

! Manlio Simonetti, ed., Matthew 14-28, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 11.



How Would You Respond?

Reflection

Jesus provided food for five thousand and then needed to rest and pray. It makes complete sense why
Jesus would tell his disciples to go ahead of him and he would catch up in a few days after he was
recuperated. But imagine being the disciples out at sea that night. Yes, several of them were used to
being onboard a boat at night and probably had handled their fair share of storms. But | can also
imagine that as they are navigating the difficulties of the storm, more than once someone thought
aboutJesus calming the sea (Matt. 8:23-27) wishing he was there to calm that one. | would imagine that
if | was in that position | would feel a certain level of anxiety, being up all night, tossed by a storm, only
then to see what | thought might be a ghost. The disciples were reasonable afraid of both the sea and
the apparition. The sea had them stressed and the apparition played into the stress. | think the
temptation in this scenario would be to think that God had abandoned them in some way. It would be a
natural way of thinking to see the difficulty surrounding them and to feel alone.

Itis thinking through the anxiety of the situation that leaves me in awe of Peter’'s comment to Jesus.
How does Peter have the strength to get out of the boat. This level of trust is amazing. | know that many
focus on Peterbeginning to sink, but that is not what | saw reading the story this week. This week | saw
the disciples who had no means to provide for the crowd witness God’s gracious provision. They then
turned around afterthe emotion of that day and faced the ferocity of the storm and again experienced
God’s provision and protection. Then they saw Jesus call Peterout of the boat to protect him on the sea,
evenwhenitseemed like he would drown. That 24-hour period must have been wild for them, and | am
sure it took a long time for them to completely process the events. For me as | process the stories of
Matthew 14, | see God'’s incredible provision time and again.

While we are not privy to the disciples’ reaction to Jesus feeding the 5,000 but we are given the
response to the entire day’s events—worship. The response to the deliverance Jesus offers is worship
because worship is the natural outcome of gratitude. | think one reason Matthew does not provide
information about the disciples’ reaction to the feeding is because he wants us to tie these stories
together. Matthew wants us to see the provision of everyday food and the control over creation are tied
in God’s concern for us. And gratitude is the recognition that another person has done something for me
that they did not need to do. The disciples marveled at Jesus and his power, yes. But they also saw that
they experienced God’s provision in their lives. They did not earn the food Jesus provided and they did
not earn the protection during the storm. They saw that God had reached out to bless them and provide
for them in this world. Understanding this they responded appropriately in worship.

This is the heart of Thanksgiving. Everywhere we see thanksgiving we first see someone recognizing that
provision comes from God. Thanksgiving comes from understanding that God has provided for us and so
we respond in worship. Even our modern thanksgiving should be an expression of worship where we
demonstrate gratitude to God for the provision we experience. This gratitude should spill overinto a
desire to share with others our own experience of provision.

But developing gratitude can be difficult. Gratitude requires that we see our circumstances, we have to
recognize the blessings in our lives as blessings. For the disciples—especially Peter—it was easy to see
their blessings that day, they saw where Jesus had provided for them. For us it can be more of a
struggle. This is why we need to begin with intentionally looking at our lives to understand what
blessings God has provided. Once we identify our blessings, no matter how small, we give ourselves
reason to worship and rejoice in thanksgiving. And when we take the opportunity to give thanks to God,
we give God the opportunity to develop our character. So as we think about the greatness of God and
God’s authority over creation, let us allow those thoughts to take us into a posture of thanksgiving.



This Week at Dover First UMC

Sunday Monday
10:20 a.m.  Worship Service 7 p.m. Leadership Board
Noon Kitchen in Use Homnee
4 p.m. Youth Group Tuesday
Progressive 7 p.m. WMM Church
Dinner Spanish-Speaking
7 p.m. Boy Scouts
Scout Room
Next Sunday Wadnatd
10:20 a.m.  Worship Service FaleRdy
6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts

Education Zone
7'p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Thanksgiving Day

Church Offices Closed

Staff Holiday

7p.m; WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

Friday

Church Offices Closed

Staff Holiday

Saturday No Events




