Dover First UMC’s Weekly Newsletter
August 22, 2025

Let’s Worship Together
Sundays at 10:20 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Nursery Care
Sunday mornings
for children 1to 3

Preschool
Sunday mornings
for children 4 to 6

Children’s Ministry
Kidz Min Church
during Sunday Worship

Youth Ministry
Youth Group for grades
middle and high school

Sundays at 6 p.m.

Our Website
Visit doverfirst.org
for online services

special studies,

announcements,
opportunities to serve,
the church calendar
and ways to give.

Pre-Game Huddle!
Sign up in the lobby for food, fellowship and fun!

Game Time!
Our worship service begins at 10:20 a.m.
Wear your favorite team or marching band
jersey, t-shirt or other game attire to church.

Post-Game Celebration!
Stay for the post-game tailgate party.
Hot dogs, beverages and tableware provided.
Bring your favorite covered dish to share.

A great day to bring a friend to church!




Sunday, September 14th
Please Sign Up in the Lobby

Pre-Game Huddle!
Sign up in the lobby for food, fellowship and fun!

Game Time!
Our worship service begins at 10:20 a.m.
Wear your favorite team or marching band
jersey, t-shirt or other game attire to church.

Post-Game Celebration!
Stay for the post-game tailgate party.
Hot dogs, beverages and tableware provided
Bring your favorite covered dish to share.

New this year we have old-fashioned games!
3-legged race, sack race, egg race, rope pull,

and water balloon toss for all ages.
Medals will be awarded.




The Dover First UMC Family
Is Reaching Out in Prayer

During the 2025-2026 school year,
our church family will be supporting
the staff of the elementary school
closest to the church with our prayers.

Personalized cards reminding us to pray
for the Dover Avenue Elementary
staff can be picked up in the lobby.

Keep it in your wallet, on your fridge
or near your favorite place to pray.

Thank you for reaching
out to our community
through your prayers

for encouragement,
care, peace and joy
for all school staff
and students.
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Go, Dover!
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Join Pastor Wes for a 5-Session Study
of the Carmen Joy Imes Book

Being God's Image:
Why Creation Still Matters

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Lounge
Beginning on September 9th

Please Sign Up in the Lobby
Books will be available for $15

You can also download to your Kindle
through your personal account for $14.24
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Our nursery for ages 1-3 and preschool for ages 4-6
are available in the Education Zone in rooms 1,3 and 5.

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude “Prelude”
James Hook

Call to Worship Psalm 71:1-6

L In you, O Lord, do | take refuge;

e Let me never be put to shame!

All: In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me;
All: Incline your ear to me, and save me!

L Be to me a rock of refuge

L A strong fortress, to save me,

Jis For you are my rock and my fortress.

All: Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked,
All: From the grasp of the unjust and cruel.

i For you, O Lord, are my hope,

L: My trust, O Lord, from my youth.

All: Upon you | have leaned from my birth;

All: It was you who took me from my mother's womb.

All: My praise is continually of you.




*Hymn #140 Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Scripture Luke 12:35-48

Prayer

All children who would like to go to Kidz Min in the Education Zone
are asked to meet at the back of the sanctuary during the hymn.

*Hymn #160 Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart
Scripture Zechariah 8:1-13
Special Music “To God be the Glory”

arr. Stan Pethel
Mitch Warden

*Offering Introduction/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Message I’ll Be There
Pastor Wesley George

*Hymn #117 O God, Our Help in Ages Past

*Benediction

*Postlude “March in E Flat”
Glenn Medlock

CCLI License #1687804



I’ll Be There

Scripture: Luke 12:35-48

35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 3 be like those who are waiting for their master to
return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and
knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly | tell you, he will
fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes during
the middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not
have let his house be brokeninto. *° You also mustbe ready, forthe Son of Man is coming at an houryou
do not expect.”

41 petersaid, “Lord, are you telling this parable forus or for everyone?” *2 And the Lord said, “Who, then,
is the faithful and prudent manager whom his master will put in charge of his slaves, to give them their
allowance of food at the propertime? *3 Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at work when he
arrives. **Truly | tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his possessions. ** But if that slave says to
himself, ‘My masteris delayed in coming,” and begins to beat the other slaves, men and women, and to
eat and drink and getdrunk, *6 the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him
and at an hour that he does not know and will cut him in pieces and put him with the unfaithful. 4’ That
slave who knew what his master wanted but did not prepare himself or do what was wanted will receive
asevere beating. “8 But the one who did not know and did what deserved a beating will receive a light
beating. From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required, and from the one to
whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded.

Questions
1. Why does Peter ask Jesus who the parable is addressed to in verse 41, why does this matter?
2. Why does Jesus avoid answering Peter’s question directly?
3. The description of the master in verse 38 does not sound realistic, what is Jesus saying here?
4. Why was it important for Jesus to teach his disciples about his return if they would never

experience it?
Background
Related Scriptures: Zechariah 8:1-13; Romans 1:8-12; 1 Corinthians 4:2; Philippians 1:27-30

CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA: When he comes and finds us girded, awake and our hearts enlightened,
then he immediately will make us blessed. “He will gird his loins and serve them.” By this, we
learn that he will reward us proportionately. Since we are weary with toil, he will comfort us,
setting before us spiritual banquets and spreading the abundant table of his gifts. COMMENTARY
ON LUKE, HOMILY 92

Basil the Great: What is the mark of a Christian? It is to watch daily and hourly and to stand prepared in
that state of total responsiveness pleasing to God, knowing that the Lord will come at an hour that he
does not expect. The Morals 22.1

1 Arthur A. Just, ed., Luke, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 214.



I’ll Be There

Reflection

Which of God’s characteristics is most comforting to you? You might say Love or Mercy or Grace, but
when | have talking with people in the midst of difficulty they say faithfulness. “I’ll be there” are
extremely comforting words and when they are lived out people remember. I’ll be there means | will be
mentally and physically engaged. | will not let my body or mind wander from what where it is supposed
to be. When God says I'll be there that means God will be present in all times and all places to help bring
us through all circumstances. And we all appreciate this. Each of us is glad to know that God is present
with us in the dark days and hard times.

We all appreciate faithfulness in God, but sometimes we need to be reminded that God expects the
same quality from us. God wants us to also be dependable and trustworthy, mentally and physically
present in life’s situations. When we read parables like Luke 12 we can easily get focused on the
elementsrelated toJesus’ returnand miss the larger point Jesusis trying to make. Yes, Jesus is talking to
his disciples about a master returning home and so we are supposed to understand he is talking about
his return. But we are not supposed to focus on the return. We are meant to focus on the quality of the
slave that he endorses. And while we should rightly be uncomfortable with the slavery image, it was a
common reality in Jesus’ world and so comparisons with such a station would be easily understood by
his audience. This means we need to appreciate that he is notendorsing or allowing slavery simply using
it as an illustration. The expectation of any decent slave was that they would perform their duties on
being told with precision, they would be faithful. Jesusis using that not to say we are slaves but for us to
realize that if the expectations of a slave is to be faithful, how much more should we, who say we love
God, be faithful to God. If a slave is faithful to a master because of threats and societal pressure, how
much more should we be faithful to one we say we love?

That is the point love leads us to the kind of physical and mental engagement that we call faithfulness
and devotion. The more we love something the more we prioritize it in our lives. If | love a person | am
present forthem. We understand this with sports, we understand a fan’s dedication to a team, it can be
obsessive. This is what Jesus wants us to consider in Luke. He is telling us that his followers will so love
God that they will hear what God wants from them and live that out until they meet God. What does
God want from us? We do not want to stretch the metaphor of the slave owner too much, but we can
see that God wants us to maintain the house and treat our fellows well. The house being creation and
our fellows being all humanity. God wants us to be mentally and physically locked in to this work. As we
commit to being more present to the tasks, more dependable, we begin to engage with God’s own
faithfulness and we grow in God’s Spirit.

| think this is why Jesus does not directly answer Peter’s question. The question Peterasks is “who is this
for” the question Jesus seems to want him to ask is “how faithful am I”. Am | the kind of person who is
simply doing what | want when | want (eatingand drinking)? Am | the kind of person who exerts my will
over others (beats fellow servants)? Or am | the person who is focused on the instructions | have been
leftand is caring for the house and those around me? And if | am the latter how am | demonstrating this
in my life? Am | focused on the instructions God has given me? Am | worried about doing my part well?
Am | focused on staying with God? Do others see me as bossingthem around? Do they see me as absent
from their lives? Do they see me as there with them when they need me?

These are the kinds of questions that we are meant to ask. We are meant to remind ourselves that we
are fostering faithfulness. This is not only about obeying rules, it is about learning to be present
physically and mentally for the things God loves. Faithfulness is about learning to stay with those we
love no matter what.



This Week at Dover First UMC

Sunday
10:20 a.m.  Worship Service

Next Sunday
10:20a.m.  Worship Service

P( = , O ,
Teacnﬂg’;sg& Students ’

Monday
7 p.m.

Tuesday
7 p.m.

7 p.m.
Wednesday
1:p:m;

Thursday
7p.m.

Friday

Saturday

Leadership Board

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

Boy Scouts
Scout Room

Choir Rehearsal

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

No Events

No Events

Please share any changes or additions to the church calendar
with Administrative Assistant, Debbie Benish.
doverfirst@gmail.com or (330) 343-1322




