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Dover First UMC’s Weekly Newsletter

Let’s Worship Together

Sundays at 10:20 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Recharge on the last

Sunday of the month at
7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Nursery Care
Sunday mornings
for children 1 to 3

Preschool
Sunday mornings
for children 4 to 6

Children’s Ministry
Kidz Min Church
during Sunday Worship

Youth Ministry
Youth Group for grades
middle and high school

Sundays at 6 p.m.

Our Website
Visit doverfirst.org
for online services

special studies,

announcements,
opportunities to serve,
the church calendar
and ways to give.

July 18, 2025

Youth Mission Work
with Blue Rose Mission
Seven members of our
youth group, Logan Ladrach
(Youth Director), Deena Wolfe
(Children and Family Ministry)
and Katie Jones (chaperone)
shared their time, talents and
hard work this week at Blue
Rose Mission in Mansfield.

Youth: Matt Wolfe, Nathan Ricker, Griffin Hammerstrom,
Declan Gray, Robert Wolfe, Max Bambeck and Andy Ricker

gdc@®NNECTED R @ O




Sisters and Brothers,

One of the passages of Scripture | recite to myself often is Galatians
5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things
there is no law.” As | am watching my garden grow, | am thinking often
about fruit. We have already begun to harvest some of the produce
from the various plants around the house. This is the image Paul has in
mind while writing these words. When we are connected to God’s Spirit
our lives are characterized by “love, joy, peace...”.

This is the reason | so frequently meditate on these verses. As |
meditate on these, | begin with asking myself “where” questions.
Where am | demonstrating love? Where to | experience joy? Is my
world at peace as far as | am concerned? Where do | show kindness to
others? These kinds of questions help me to evaluate how connected |
am to God'’s Spirit. After | ask these questions, | move to “how”
guestions. How can | demonstrate more faithfulness? How can | be
more kind? How can | demonstrate gentleness?

Each of these helps me to understand where | am experiencing God’s
presence in my life and how | can continue to grow in the Spirit.
Because as Jesus says we are like branches of a grapevine and our job is
to produce fruit (John 15:1-11). And what is our fruit except the fruit of
the Spirit? The only fruit we can offer Jesus is our own lives and how we
live out the kind of character produced by a relationship with his Spirit.

Blessings,

Pastor Wesley



Church Family Covered Dish Picnic
And Camp Read-A-Lot Celebration

Sunday, July 20th at 11:30 a.m.

Please Sign Up in the Lobby and
Bring Your Favorite Dish to Share

Enjoy Food, Fun, Fellowship and a

100 Foot Water Slide for All Ages!
We’ll Have a Kiddie Pool for the Little Ones Too.

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Buns, Mac and Cheese,
Beverages, Condiments and Tableware Provided




Dover First UMC’s
= Y. Youth Group

Summer
Adventures!

June 9
We’re Going to
Kennywood!
West Mifflin, PA
Youth grades 6 thru 12
*Rain date is June 10

June 29
It’s Putt Putt Time!
For All Youth Entering \(’;V(;'I';Sig”éeom:;
Grades 6 thru 12
: : B July 20 i
For more information Youth Lock-Out
contact your Youth Director: Camping at the church
Logan Ladrach 8 p.m.to 7 a.m.
doverfirstyouth@gmail.com |— . JI‘:I 26
61 outh Event at
(238) 437 028D Camp Aldersgate

11 a.m. in Carrollton

August 5
We’re Going to
Tall Timbers!
*Rain date is August 7

Dover First United Methodist Church
1725 N. Wooster Ave in Dover, Ohio




Announcements
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Crafters of all art mediums are invited
to join us in the church lounge
for crafting and chatter fun on the first
Saturday of each month at 10 a.m.

Come as you are and bring any craft that you like including:
Knitting, Calligraphy, Painting, Crocheting, Drawing, Sewing,
Jewelry Design, Quilting, Scrapbooking, Origami and more!

Your Help is Needed g
During the Summer Months > Be .i

For our choir and all groups -
soon to be on summer break: @ coccesen

Please consider serving ;S FRVE
at the Welcome Center or as Q

an usher as you are available.

Extra help is always needed
during the summer, so please HOHOR
contact the office for more info. z@- Christ #e Lord.
(330) 343-1322 or doverfirstorg - 7




. :
m Welcome to Worship
B July 20, 2025

ited Methodist Chur

Our nursery for ages 1-3 and preschool for ages 4-6
are available in the Education Zone in rooms 1,3 and 5.

Welcome and Ahnnouncements

Camp Read-A-Lot Kids

Prelude “As the Deer”
arr. John Carter

Call to Worship Psalm 85:8-11
b Let me hear what God will speak,

L: For the Lord will speak peace to his people,

L: To his faithful, to those who turn to the Lord
in their hearts.

All: Surely salvation is at hand for those who fear

the Lord,
All: That glory may dwell in our land.
L Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
L: Righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
All: Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,

All: And righteousness will look down from the sky.

*Hymn #580 Lead On, O King Eternal



Scripture
Prayer
*Hymn #377

Scripture

Special Music

Isaiah 9:2-7

It Is Well with My Soul

Romans 14:13-23

Steve Dulaney, vocals and guitar

“Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)”
by Chris Tomlin

*Offering Introduction/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Message

*Hymn #2145

*Benediction

*Postlude

Passing Peace
Pastor Wesley George

I've Got Peace Like a River

“We Are Marching in the Light of God”
Siyahamba Zulu Melody
arr. John Carter

CCLI License #1687804
Be sure to stay for the
Picnhic
after today’s service.




Passing Peace

Scripture: Romans 14:13-23

'3So stop judging each other. Instead, this is what you should decide: never put a stumbling block or
obstacle in the way of yourbrotheror sister. 1“1 know and I’'m convinced in the Lord Jesus that nothing is
wrong to eat in itself. But if someone thinks something is wrong to eat, it becomes wrong for that
person. **If yourbrother or sister is upset by your food, you are no longer walking in love. Don’t let your
food destroy someone for whom Christ died. ** And don’t let something you consider to be good be
criticized as wrong. '’ God's kingdom isn’t about eating food and drinking but about righteousness,
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. *®* Whoever serves Christ this way pleases God and gets human
approval.

'?So let's strive for the things that bring peace and the things that build each other up. 2° Don’t destroy
what God has done because of food. All food is acceptable, but it’s a bad thing if it trips someone else.
?!1t's a good thing not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything that trips your brother or sister.
?2Keep the belief that you have to yourself—it’s between you and God. People are blessed who don’t
convict themselves by the things they approve. ?* But those who have doubts are convicted if they go
ahead and eat, because they aren’tacting on the basis of faith. Everything thatisn’t based on faith is sin.

Questions

1. Anargument over which food to eat seems strange how was this considered a major fight with
Biblical significance?

2. How do we define peace and what does it look like in this world?

3. How do | build others up to bring peace in my community?

Background
Related Scriptures: Isaiah 9:2-7; Matthew 7:1; Romans 12:9-21; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Peace is not simply the absence of conflict it is the presence of a good and harmonious relationship.

Understanding this passage begins with understanding there are issues where Christians can disagree,
but should remain united despite the disagreement.

The divide over food was probably between Jewish and Gentile Christians Gentiles who ate meat and
Jews who did not.

“The apostle here gives a very balanced command because he knows perfectly well that peace depends
on both parties, and the other party may well be hostile and block peace. What he asks is that our mind
should always be ready for peace and that the blame for any discord should lie with the other side and
not with us.

Of course there are times when this command cannot be applied; for example, we cannot have peace
and fellowship with evil. It is one thing to love people but quite another to love crimes. Whoever loves
people loves God’s creatures, but whoever loves crimes loves the inventions of the devil. Therefore,
those who are perfect will love the sinner but hate his sin'” Origen of Alexandria

! Gerald Bray, ed., Romans (Revised), Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture. 308.



Passing Peace

Reflection

I have seen churches fight over whether or not to paint areas of the building, what color paint or carpet
should be, whether to use real plates or Styrofoam, how to bring technology into worship and the list
can go on. And at first glance the fight over food in Romans 14 might seem as trivial as these issues. But
in truth none of these issues are as trivial as they seem the way they are written. In each of these cases
there were both practical and theological concerns given for the positions taken. To me this is a
reminder that in the moment and to me personally an issue can seem like a major theological issue but
when approached from the outside it looks rather ridiculous. Disagreements and dissention are
common, especially between people who are close, so we should come to expect these . Paul
understood that there would be disagreements within the Church about how to best live out
relationship with God. We are not told we have to align in all our beliefs rather we are told to foster
peace when we disagree.

We all recognize that there are issues that are non-negotiable within Christianity. As Origen says in the
above quote, “Of course there are times when this command cannot be applied; forexample, we cannot
have peace and fellowship with evil. It is one thing to love people but quite another to love crimes.” But
these exceptions are relatively rare and are of high importance to the Church. The trouble is there is a
human tendency to see every issue in black and white, good and evil. And when we do this then there
are no issues where we compromise and every issue becomes divisive.

Take the issue of eating meat in Corinth and Rome. To us this looks like a silly controversy but to those in
the Roman Empire it was a serious theological crisis. All meat in the markets had been sacrificed to an
idol, and buying the meat supported pagan temples. How would you respond in that time? Would you
buy meat knowing that not only was it part of a pagan religious ceremony but your money went to
supporting pagan temples? This seems like a major issue to me and yet Paulis not giving a direct ruling
on which side is “right” but is encouraging the two camps to look for unity. What does promoting unity
and peace look like when you think your sister is supporting idolatry? What about when you think your
brother is being legalistic? Our natural reaction might be to criticize, and call out this unchristian
approach to life. But Paul tells us to seek peace.

Seeking peace is not simply about not creating conflict. Peace is not about “don’t make waves” peace is
about actively loving the person you have conflict with. Peace is about taking the initiative to listen to
the other person, to learn why they approach life the way they do and to seek harmony with them. As
John Wesley said, “Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be of one heart,
though we are not of one opinion? Without all doubt, we may. Herein all the children of God may unite,
notwithstanding these smaller differences.” Peace is recognizing that | cannot make someone love God
the way | love God, but me loving my neighbor requires me to love the person | disagree with.

There are so many issues tearing our society apart, and the Church is not immune. There are any
number of issues that threaten to tear churches apart today. We must prioritize bringing peace. Prayer
for peace begins with “Lord, help me to lay aside being right to love this person the way you do. Lord,
help me to see where | can work with this person to spread your love to the world.” Promoting peace is
about promoting gracious dialogue that seeks to find common ground on divisive issues. Peace is a fruit
of the Spirit and results in a desire to have harmonious relationships that point us toward the source of
peace, Jesus. And as we are committed to seeing peace flourish in the world we show others how to live
in harmony with each other and God.



This Week at Dover First UMC

Sunday Monday No Events
10:20a.m.  Worship Service
11:30 a.m.  Church Covered Tuesday
Dish Picnic and 7 p.m. WMM Church
Camp Read-A- Spanish-Speaking
Lot Celebration 7 p.m. Boy Scouts
8 p.m. Youth Group Scout Room
Lock-Out
Wednesday
7.p:m. Book Study
Next Sunday with Pastor Wes
10:20 a.m.  Worship Service Lounge
7.0 Recharge Service
Fellowship Hall Thursday
7. D.m; WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking
’ r -
To¢|:lay s; I-:)Itati Setl:ng Friday
n celebration o , :
Camp Read-A-Lot 10 a.m. E;Tjigge Meeting
by the Altar Committee
Saturday
11 a.m. Youth Group
Trip to Camp
Aldersgate

If you would like to receive our weekly church newsletter by email
please contact the church office at doverfirst@gmail.com

Please share any changes or additions to the church calendar
with Administrative Assistant, Debbie Benish.
doverfirst@gmail.com or (330) 343-1322




