Dover First UMC’s Weekly Newsletter
August 8, 2025

Let’s Worship Together
Sundays at 10:20 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Nursery Care
Sunday mornings
for children 1 to 3

Preschool
Sunday mornings
for children 4to 6
Sunday, September 14th

Children’s Ministry Please Sign Up in the Lobby

Kidz Min Church \
during Sunday Worship Pre-Game Huddle!

Youth Ministry Sign up in the lobby for food, fellowship and fun!
Youth Group for grades Game Time!

middle and high school
Sundays at 6 p.m.

Our worship service begins at 10:20 a.m.
Wear your favorite team or marching band

Our Website jersey, t-shirt or other game attire to church.
Visitdoverfirstog Post-Game Celebration!
for online services .
special studies, Stay for the post-game tailgate party.
announcements, Hot dogs, beverages and tableware provided.
opportunities to serve, Bring your favorite covered dish to share.
the church calendar ' ]
and ways to give. A great day to bring a friend to church!
Call Us ‘ ‘

(330) 343-1322

gl



Let’s Craft & Chat Together!

Crafters of all mediums are invited
to join us in the church lounge
for crafting and chatter fun on the first
Saturday of each month at 10 a.m.

Come as you are and bring any craft that you like including:
Knitting, Calligraphy, Painting, Crocheting, Drawing, Sewing,
Jewelry Design, Quilting, Scrapbooking, Origami and more!

If you would like more information on Craft & Chat
(formerly called our prayer shawl ministry)
please see one of our longtime crafters:

Linda Marlatt, Martha Schrader or Arlene Sprankle
or contact the church office at doverfirst@gmail.com




Join Pastor Wes for a 5-Session Study
of the Carmen Joy Imes Book

Being God's Image:
Why Creation Still Matters

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Lounge
Beginning on September 9th

Please Sign Up in the Lobby
Books will be available for $15

You can also download to your Kindle
through your personal account for $14.24




Welcome to Worship
August 10, 2025

Our nursery for ages 1-3 and preschool for ages 4-6
are available in the Education Zone in rooms 1,3 and 5.

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude “How Great Is Our God”

Words and Music by Chris Tomlin,
Ed Cash and Jesse Reeves

Linda Hershberger-Kirk, cellist
Jodi Ashcraft, pianist

Call to Worship Psalm 34:5-8

L:
L:

All:
All:

L:
L:

All:
All:

Look to God and be radiant,

So your faces shall never be ashamed.

The poor cried out, and the Lord heard,

And saved them out of all their troubles.

The angel of the Lord encamps

Around those who fear God, and delivers them.
O taste and see that the Lord is good!

Happy are those who take refuge in God!

*Hymn #147 All Things Bright and Beautiful

Scripture Micah 6:1-8




Prayer

*Hymn #377 It Is Well with My Soul
Scripture Mark 10:17-31
Special Music “Blessed Be Your Name”

Words and Music by Beth Redman
and Matt Redman

Linda Hershberger-Kirk, cellist
Jodi Ashcraft, pianist

*Offering Introduction/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Message Who Can Be Good?
Pastor Wesley George

*Hymn #402 Lord, | Want to Be a Christian

*Benediction

*Postlude “Psalm of Glory”
by Dorothy Wells

Church Organist/Pianist
Teresa MacEachen

CCLI License #1687804



Who can be Good?

Scripture: Mark 10:17-31

7 As he was setting out on a journey, aman ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher,
what must | do to inherit eternal life?” 8 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good
but God alone. ** You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness. You shall not defraud. Honor your father and
mother.” ” 2° He said to him, “Teacher, | have kept all these since my youth.” 2! Jesus, looking at him,
loved him and said, “You lack one thin'g; go, sellwhat youown, and give the money to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22 When he heard this, he was shocked and went
away grieving, for he had many possessions.

2Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to
enterthe kingdom of God!” 2* And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them
again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! #* It is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 2° They were greatly
astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” ?’ Jesus looked at them and said, “For
mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”

28 peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 2° Jesus said, “Truly | tell
you, thereis no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or motheror fatheror children or fields for
my sake and for the sake of the good news 3 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age —
houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions —and in the age to
come eternal life. 3* But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”

Questions

1. IsJesussayingheis notgood and if he is not good who can be good and why would goodness be
a fruit of the Spirit?

2. Why does Jesus begin talking about being “good” and end talking about wealth, what is the
relationship between the two?

3. How does the illustration about a camel going through a needle relate to being good?

Background
Related Scriptures: Micah 6:6-8; Romans 15:7-21; Galatians 5:22-26; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-12
Being good is about observing a general morality or being virtuous.

Jesus points the man to Scripture to help him understand that everyone has an idea of what is good but
a true definition begins with God.

Ephrem the Syrian: “The rich man called Jesus “good,” as if he were offering him a favor, just as some
favor others with honorary titles. [The Lord] fled from that by which people favored him, so that he
might show that he had received this goodness from the Father through nature and generation, and not
[merely] in name. “Only one is good,” [he said], and did not remain silent, but added, “the Father,” so
that he might show that the Son is good in just the way that the Father is good.”?

! Thomas C. Oden and Christopher A. Hall, eds., Mark (Revised), ACCS 132.



Who can be Good?

Reflection

I think one of the strangest comments in the entire Bible for me was Jesus saying, “Why do you call me
good? No one is good but God alone”. Why would Jesus say this, in what way is Jesus not “good”? To me
it sounded odd. Similarly, Paul says, “There is no one whois righteous, notevenone”. If being “good” or
“righteous” is impossible as these texts seem to indicate at face value why would God expect us to be
“good”. So what do these passages mean and how is it that we are good and righteous?

The story of being good in the Bible begins in Genesis 3 where humanity is offered a choice between
listening to God and determining what is good for themselves. We know the choice that was made, it is
the same one made throughout the Bible, “everyone did what was good in their own eyes”. It is the
same today. Each personlooksto do what they think is good. We all recognize this, each of us knows the
temptation to make our own judgments. We recognize this pattern in others and when we are very self-
aware we recognize it in ourselves. Jesus’ witty responseto the rich man recognizes this, he is asking “on
what grounds do you find me to be good”. Jesus is asking why this man places Jesus in a position of
moral authority. Jesus was not denying that he himself does good can be good. Rather he is trying to get
us to ask where we find our moral compass.

Jesuswanted the man to recognize that there is only source for knowing good from evil and it is outside
of humanity. Jesus points the man back to scripture as the source of knowing God and ultimately what is
good. Jesus wanted to start the rich man down a path that begins in Scripture. This is the path of
becominggood. Reading Scripture is the beginning of teaching us to believe the right things. That means
that we know what our moral north star should be. Studying scripture is good to give us right beliefs like
murderand stealingare wrong. But the path does not stop there, Jesus does not simply ask the rich man
what scripture says he wants him to do these good things. Even the rich man understands this, “I have
keptall these since my youth.” The man had kept these commands his actions had lived out what he had
read in scripture. His walk matched his head knowledge. What he said he believed and knew was right
he lived out. This in many ways is commendable. There are a number of people today who have moral
standards until... .There are so many that if you ask them what they believe to be good they will provide
a list similar to the rich man, do not steal do not commit adultery, but these go by the wayside when
they or their side wants to steal or commit adultery. These hypocrites will claim to know what is good
but are only concerned with living out the good only when it is convenient. Jesus wants something
different. He wants the morality of scripture to pervade us, he wants us to take deliberate steps to move
from head knowledge to our lifestyle. Reading scripture becomes a type of exercise to reinforce what
we know so that we can practice it in daily life. For Jesus this is aligning the moral compass so that we
can walk on the path.

But Jesus does notwantus to stop there, he does not simply want us to know what is good and do what
is good. Jesus wanted the rich man to sell his possessions and follow, why? Because true goodnessis not
simply about knowing right from wrong, as Paul says, “For | have the desire to do what is good, but |
cannot carry it out.” And even doing what is good is not enough, we can do what is good for all the
wrong reasons. Rather what Jesus wanted from the rich man was to show that he wanted the good.
Selling his possessions was meant to show he wanted to be good, that is be like God. He was not simply
trying to “get into heaven” but that he truly wanted life with God. Being good is not simply about
believing the right things or doing the right things, rather it is about having the right concerns the right
motives, everything else are steps to get to this point. Jesus was walking the rich man from
understanding that God is the source of goodness to the point that God’s goodness comes to us not
simply in our actions but in our attitudes toward others



This Week at Dover First UMC

Sunday

10:20 a.m.  Worship Service
Next Sunday

10:20a.m.  Worship Service

Monday

Tuesday
7:p.m.

7 p.m

Wednesday

Thursday
7 p.m.

Friday

Saturday

No Events

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

Boy Scouts
Scout Room

No Events
WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

No Events

No Events

Dover First UMC’s Donations and Expenditures

2025 Year to Date

Year to Date Average Attendance - 98 as of 07/31/2025

All Income 190,430
Less: All Expenses Paid (215,761)
Total Gain or (Loss) Incurred (25,331)
Note 1: Capital Expenditures Included in Expenses 32,647
Note 2: Unpaid Conference Apportionments 12,994

Please share any changes or additions to the church calendar
with Administrative Assistant, Debbie Benish.
doverfirst@gmail.com or (330) 343-1322




