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Celebrating Advent
[image: A row of purple candles

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Advent is observed the first four weeks in December by many Christians.  It’s a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. The word "Advent" means "arrival." During this season, Christians light four candles that symbolize the hope, peace, joy, and love God graciously brought into the world through His Son. One candle is lit each week, accompanied by selected scripture passages that are read, followed by a prayer related to each theme of hope, peace, joy, and love.
The following guide encourages you to prepare your hearts for the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
This Advent season, we’re inviting you to experience Christmas through the eyes of a shepherd.
Each week, you’ll receive a short devotional available on our app and website, following the journey of an ordinary shepherd whose quiet night watch was interrupted by heaven’s announcement of a Savior.
As we step into his world, we’ll reflect on the wonder, the waiting, and the hope that lead us to the manger and draw our hearts toward Jesus. We pray these weekly readings prepare you to celebrate the miracle of Christ’s arrival with fresh awe and expectancy.


December 7- Second Sunday of Advent: The Candle of Peace
If you had told me a few years ago that the quietest night of my life would also become the loudest, I never would have believed you. Shepherding is simple work. Most nights feel the same. The sheep settle in and the fire crackles. The stars stretch over us like a blanket. We listen for sounds that might mean trouble. We talk about life, about hopes, about the long wait for God’s promised Messiah. And then we wait for morning.
But that night was different. There was a stillness in the air that made you feel as if something important was coming. The stars seemed brighter than usual. Then light exploded across the sky, so brilliant I grabbed my cloak and covered my face. My heart raced with fear. But when the angel spoke, his voice carried something I didn’t expect. It carried peace. A deep, steady peace that pushed back every fear I had ever known.
He told us a Savior had been born that very night. Not for a few people. Not for the powerful or wealthy. For all people. Before I could even grasp the message, the sky filled with an entire host of angels praising God. It felt like heaven itself had come down to us. In that moment, the fear that normally sits in the back of your mind out in the fields disappeared. There was only one thing to do. We ran to Bethlehem. And when we found the baby lying in a manger, wrapped in a simple cloth, I understood why the angels called Him our Savior. Peace wasn’t an idea anymore. Peace had a name. Peace had arrived.

What This Means for Us Today
The shepherds’ story reminds us that God brings peace right into the middle of ordinary life. They didn’t find peace because their circumstances became easier. Their responsibilities didn’t go away. Their world didn’t suddenly quiet down. What changed was who they had encountered. Jesus stepped into their reality, and it changed everything from the inside out.
The same is true for us. Families juggle schedules, school, work, emotions, pressure, and expectations. Teens navigate friendships, identity, and uncertainty. Adults carry burdens, decisions, and responsibilities that feel heavier with time. Older adults face transitions, questions about the future, or memories of seasons that felt simpler. Peace can feel like something we’re always trying to reach but never fully hold.
The good news is that Jesus didn’t wait for perfect conditions to bring peace. He stepped into a world that was just as busy, complicated, and unpredictable as ours. The peace He gives doesn’t erase every challenge, but it steadies us in the middle of them. His peace is a calm that doesn’t make sense apart from Him. It anchors families. It strengthens individuals. It comforts the weary. It meets us right where we are and gently leads our hearts back to Him.



Read Isaiah 40:3–5 (NLT)
Listen! It’s the voice of someone shouting,
“Clear the way through the wilderness for the LORD!
Make a straight highway through the wasteland for our God!
4 Fill in the valleys, and level the mountains and hills.
Straighten the curves and smooth out the rough places.
5 Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed,
And all people will see it together.
The LORD has spoken!”

Prayer of Peace
Heavenly Father,
You are the God who brings true and lasting peace. As we begin this second week of Advent, remind us that the peace You give does not depend on our circumstances, our strength, or our understanding. It is a gift offered through Jesus, our Savior, our Shepherd, and our Prince of Peace.
Thank You for sending Your Son in such humility, wrapped in cloths and laid in a manger. Thank You that He grew to live a perfect life, die a sacrificial death, and rise in victory, reconciling us to You. Through Him, we have peace with God, peace with others, and peace that calms every anxious thought.
Lord, keep our hearts fixed on You. Guard our minds with Your truth. Help us walk in unity, serve with humility, and rest in the assurance of Your presence. May Your peace lead us, fill us, and shine through us this Advent season.
In the precious name of Jesus, Amen.

Discussion/Reflection Questions
When you think about “peace,” what does it look or feel like in your life today?
The shepherds were doing ordinary work when God met them. Where might God be meeting you in the middle of your everyday routines?
What circumstances, relationships, or worries are currently stealing your sense of peace? Bring those to God and ask Him to speak into them.
Jesus brings peace the world cannot give. In what ways have you experienced His peace in difficult situations?
How can you demonstrate the peace of Christ in your home, workplace, school, or community during this Advent season?
If you had been one of the shepherds that night, what part of the angel’s message would have surprised or encouraged you most?
What is one intentional step you can take this week to slow down, listen for God’s voice, and receive His peace in a deeper way?
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