STUDY QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 2:1-12

1. How does Matthew 2:1-12 frame Jesus’ identity before He ever speaks or acts?

Scripture: “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? ... and have come to worship
Him” (Matthew 2:2, NKJV).

Response: Before Jesus performs any miracle or teaches, Matthew establishes his identity
through responses to him. The magi identify him as king and worship him; Herod perceives
him as a threat; the religious leaders recognize him as the promised Messiah but remain
passive. Matthew shows that Jesus’ identity is revealed by how people respond to God’s
initiative, not by Jesus asserting power.

2. Why does Matthew contrast Gentile magi with Jewish religious leaders?

Scripture: “And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people
together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born” (Matthew 2:4, NKJV).

Response: The magi possess limited revelation but respond with obedience and worship.
The religious leaders possess full scriptural knowledge yet do not act. Matthew highlights a
recurring biblical theme: privilege does not guarantee faithfulness (cf. Romans 9:30-33).
The contrast anticipates Jesus’ later warnings about insiders missing the kingdom while
outsiders respond in faith.

3. What is the theological significance of the star in Matthew’s narrative?
Scripture: “For we have seen His star in the East” (Matthew 2:2, NKJV).

“And behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them” (Matthew 2:9,
NKJV).

Response: The star functions as general revelation, drawing Gentiles toward God’s
redemptive work. However, it does not replace Scripture—the magi still need Micah 5:2 to
find Bethlehem. Matthew shows that creation can point toward God, but Scripture
clarifies God’s saving purposes. Revelation is progressive and complementary.

4. Why does Herod’s fear matter theologically, not just politically?
Scripture: “When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled” (Matthew 2:3, NKJV).

Response: Herod’s fear reveals the nature of false kingship—power rooted in insecurity
and violence. In contrast, Jesus’ kingship evokes worship, not coercion. Matthew frames
Jesus as a king whose authority exposes the fragility of worldly power. This anticipates
Jesus’ later teaching that true authority is expressed through humility and trust in God (cf.
Matthew 20:25-28).



5. How does Matthew use Old Testament prophecy to shape the meaning of Jesus’
kingship?

Scripture: “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah... out of you shall come a Ruler who
will shepherd My people Israel’” (Matthew 2:6, NKJV).

Response: By citing Micah 5:2, Matthew emphasizes that Jesus is not merely a ruler but a
shepherd-king. This evokes Davidic kingship—authority exercised through care,
protection, and covenant faithfulness. Jesus’ kingship fulfills Israel’s hope for leadership
shaped by God’s character, not political dominance.

6. What does the act of worship by the magi communicate about Jesus’ nature?

Scripture: “And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary
His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him” (Matthew 2:11, NKJV).

Response: The magi’s worship is striking because worship in Scripture is properly directed
toward God alone. Matthew presents this act without correction, implying that Jesus is
worthy of divine honor. Even as a child, Jesus receives worship that surpasses political
homage, pointing to his unique identity within God’s redemptive plan.

7. How do the gifts deepen the theological portrait of Jesus?

Scripture: “They presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh” (Matthew 2:11,
NKJV).

Response: The gifts symbolically reflect Jesus’ mission:
¢ Gold affirms royal authority (Psalm 72:10-11)
¢ Frankincense is associated with worship and priestly mediation (Exodus 30:34-38)
¢ Myrrh foreshadows suffering and death (John 19:39)

Together, they anticipate the paradox of Jesus’ life: a king who will suffer to redeem.

8. What is the narrative and spiritual significance of the magi returning “another way”?

Scripture: “Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod,
they departed for their own country another way” (Matthew 2:12, NKJV).

Response: Narratively, this protects Jesus from Herod. Theologically, it symbolizes
transformation. An encounter with Christ leads to obedient redirection—not merely
intellectual acknowledgment but changed allegiance and action. Matthew subtly teaches
that true worship results in lives reordered around God’s will.



BONUS: (Possible) Connection between magi of Matthew 2 and Daniel
1. What “magi” were — and why Daniel matters

“Magi” (Greek magoi) were:

. Court scholars

L Astronomer-astrologers

Interpreters of dreams and signs

L Advisors to kings

They existed in Babylon and Persia for centuries, long before Matthew 2.
Daniel’s explicit role-- Daniel is placed over the magi:

“The king made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men
of Babylon.” — Daniel 2:48

This matters enormously. Daniel is not just one wise man — he becomes the administrator and
teacher of the entire class.

2. Daniel introduces something radically new into magian tradition

Before Daniel, Babylonian magi:

. Studied stars
o Interpreted omens
. Served pagan kings

Daniel introduces:

. Monotheism

L A sovereign God who rules history

o Predictive prophecy tied to real chronology
L A coming universal king

No other Babylonian text contains anything like Daniel 2, 7, or 9.
3. The key text: Daniel 9 and a timed royal expectation

Daniel 9 gives:

L A chronological framework

o A coming “Anointed One” (Messiah)



. A ruler whose kingdom is tied to Jerusalem, not Babylon
“From the going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince...”
— Daniel 9:25

This is exactly the kind of text:

o Court scholars preserve
. Schools transmit
. Generations debate and refine

It does not require the magi in Matthew to be Jewish — only that they inherited a tradition of
expectation.

4. Why Matthew’s magi act the way they do

Matthew’s magi behave in ways that are strange for pagans but make sense if shaped by Danielic
teaching:

1. They expect a king, not a god or omen

“Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?” (Matt. 2:2)
They do not say:

. “A god has appeared”

. “A sign of doom has arisen”

They expect a royal birth.

2. They travel west, not east

Astrological omens normally interpret events locally.

These men:

o Undertake a costly, dangerous journey
L Travel toward Israel

L Assume the event concerns the Jews

That assumption does not come from astrology alone.
3. They recognize Scripture when it’s explained
When Herod’s scholars cite Micah 5:2, the magi accept it immediately.

They don’t mock it. They don’t debate it. They adjust course.



That suggests respect for Jewish prophetic authority.

4. They worship

“They fell down and worshiped Him.” (Matt. 2:11)

Matthew is careful here. This is not casual honor — it is reverence.

That posture fits Daniel’s God-centered worldview far better than pagan astrology.
5. Why Matthew includes them at all

Matthew writes primarily to a Jewish audience.

Including Persian magi only makes sense if:

o They represent Gentiles responding to Jewish revelation

o They confirm that Israel’s Messiah is recognized beyond Israel

This echoes:

o Daniel 7 (a kingdom over all nations)
. Isaiah 60:3 (“Gentiles shall come to your light”)
L Psalm 72:10-11 (kings bringing gifts)

6. The theological significance
The connection — even if indirect — makes a profound point:

God seeded the expectation of His Son not only in Israel, but also in the Gentile world, through
faithful exile.

Daniel, faithful in Babylon, becomes the means by which:

L Pagan scholars learn to look for a Jewish king
. Gentiles are among the first to worship Christ
. Exile becomes mission



