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Summary of Numbers 11:1-17: 

As Israel journeyed from Sinai, the people began to complain, and the fire of the LORD burned at 
the edges of the camp until Moses prayed and the fire stopped. Soon after, the “mixed multitude” 
stirred up craving for meat, and the Israelites wept, longing for the food of Egypt while despising the 
manna God had given. Their cries displeased Moses so deeply that he told the LORD the burden 
was too heavy for him, even asking God to take his life rather than leave him to carry the people 
alone. In response, the LORD told Moses to gather seventy elders of Israel. God promised to place 
His Spirit upon them so they would share the burden of leadership, and Moses would no longer 
have to bear it alone. 

Summary of Numbers 11:18-35 (outside the o:ered lesson) 

God told Moses that He would give the people meat, not just for a day or two, but for a whole 
month—so much that it would become loathsome to them because they had rejected Him in their 
craving. When Moses doubted how this could be possible, the LORD reminded him, “Is the LORD’s 
arm shortened?” Soon a wind from the LORD brought quail from the sea, covering the camp in 
abundance. The people gathered quail greedily, but while the meat was still in their mouths, the 
LORD struck them with a very great plague. Many died and were buried there, and the place was 
called Kibroth Hattaavah (“graves of craving”). From there, the people moved on to Hazeroth. 

 

Numbers 11:4–17 —Study Questions & Responses 

1. Why is the “mixed multitude” (v. 4) significant in God’s shaping of Israel’s identity? 

The “mixed multitude” (Heb. asafsuph, lit. “rabble”) did not share Israel’s covenant history and 
therefore struggled to value manna as a covenant sign. Their cravings exposed Israel’s own latent 
unbelief, leading the whole camp to “weep again.” This demonstrates how unchecked influences 
can distort covenant faithfulness. God often tests His people through external voices (cf. Deut. 
13:1–3). The episode underscores the need for holiness and separation in shaping God’s people 
(Lev. 20:26). 

2. What does Israel’s yearning for Egypt’s food (vv. 5–6) reveal about slavery of the heart? 

Though physically free, they longed for the “onions, garlic, cucumbers” of Egypt, forgetting the “hard 
bondage” (Exod. 1:13–14). This is a profound irony: they preferred the variety of Egypt’s diet to the 
miracle of heaven’s bread. Psalm 106:13–14 says, “They soon forgot His works; they did not wait for 
His counsel, but lusted exceedingly in the wilderness.” Craving Egypt represents a deeper slavery—
the heart’s bondage to past desires, even at the cost of covenant freedom. 

3. How does Moses’ complaint (vv. 11–15) illustrate the weight of intercessory leadership? 

Moses pleads, “Why have You laid the burden of all these people on me?” (v. 11). His language 
echoes that of a nurse or parent overwhelmed with children (v. 12). Leadership in God’s kingdom is 
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parental, nurturing, and often crushing. Moses’ cry parallels Paul’s burden: “my little children, for 
whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you” (Gal. 4:19). True spiritual leadership 
requires a costly sharing in God’s shepherd-heart. 

4. Why does Moses ask God to “kill” him (v. 15), and how does this reflect a theology of 
limitation? 

Moses feels utterly inadequate. His request is not suicidal despair but covenant realism: he cannot 
accomplish God’s mission in his own strength. Similarly, Elijah later prays, “It is enough! Now, 
LORD, take my life” (1 Kings 19:4). These prayers remind us that God allows His leaders to reach the 
end of themselves, so His power—not theirs—will be suaicient (2 Cor. 12:9–10). 

What does God’s instruction to “gather to Me seventy men of the elders of Israel” (v. 16) teach 
us about the source and accountability of spiritual authority? 

God tells Moses to “gather to Me” seventy elders. This shows that leaders are not chosen merely by 
human arrangement but are gathered before God and accountable to Him first. Their authority 
flows not from Moses’ appointment alone but from God’s calling and Spirit. This reinforces a vital 
principle: all spiritual authority is derivative, not autonomous. Jesus echoed this when He 
said, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you” (John 15:16). True leadership 
begins with God’s summons and is exercised under His watchful presence (Heb. 13:17). 

6. Why does God say He will “take of the Spirit that is upon you and put the same upon them” 
(v. 17)? 

This does not diminish Moses’ Spirit but extends it. Just as a flame can light many lamps without 
being lessened, so the Spirit enables shared authority. It reveals the unity of God’s Spirit across 
leaders. This foreshadows Pentecost, when the Spirit fell on many (Acts 2:3–4). It also anticipates 
Paul’s teaching: “There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:4). 

7. What does this passage reveal about God’s design for burden-sharing among His people? 

God says, “They shall bear the burden of the people with you, that you may not bear it yourself 
alone” (v. 17). Leadership is never meant to be isolated. Galatians 6:2 echoes this principle: “Bear 
one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” This reflects God’s own character—He 
shares His work with human partners, though He does not need them. It points forward to the body 
of Christ, where no member carries the weight alone (1 Cor. 12:25–26). 

8. How does Moses’ limitation as a burden-bearer contrast with Christ’s su:iciency? 

Moses faltered under the weight of Israel’s complaints, but Christ bore the full weight of humanity’s 
sin without faltering. Isaiah 53:4 says, “Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows.” Unlike Moses who needed seventy helpers, Christ says, “Come to Me, all you who labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). Moses foreshadows Christ but also 
highlights the need for a greater mediator who is both fully human and fully divine. 

 


