2 Peter 2:1-3 (NKJV)

1. Inwhat ways do false teachers “secretly introduce destructive heresies” today, and
how can we be alert to them?

"But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among
you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies..." (2 Peter 2:1, NKJV).

False teachers often introduce their ideas subtly, blending falsehood with enough truth to make
their message seem legitimate. Today, this happens through distorted interpretations of Scripture,
prosperity teachings, or movements that prioritize personal experience over biblical authority. We
stay alert by continually testing teachings against the full counsel of Scripture (Acts 17:11) and
remaining committed to sound doctrine and wise accountability (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Thomas: What are some false prophets/teachings that we have seen in our lifetime?

2. How does the presence of false teachers damage the reputation of the Truth among
unbelievers? How have you seen this happen?

"And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be
blasphemed.” (2 Peter 2:2, NKJV).

When false teachers fall into sin or error, it often causes skeptics and unbelievers to ridicule or
dismiss Christianity altogether. Outsiders may wrongly associate Christ’s message with hypocrisy,
greed, or immorality. This reminds us of our responsibility not only to guard sound teaching but also
to reflect Christ’s character to the world (Matthew 5:16).

3. Peter says that greed motivates false teachers. What are some ways we might
recognize when greed is driving someone’s teaching or ministry?

"By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words..." (2 Peter 2:3, NKJV).

A ministry or teacher motivated by greed will often focus excessively on material blessings, demand
money for access to spiritual "secrets," or show a lavish lifestyle inconsistent with servant
leadership. True Christian leaders, by contrast, should model humility, generosity, and stewardship
(1 Peter 5:2-3; 1 Timothy 6:6-10).

2 Peter 2:17-19 (NKJV)

4. Peter calls false teachers “springs without water” and “mists driven by a storm.” What
do these images teach us about the emptiness of their message?

"These are wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest, for whom is reserved the blackness of
darkness forever." (2 Peter 2:17, NKJV).

These images show that while false teachers may appear promising, their message is ultimately
dry, empty, and destructive. Like a spring without water or a lurking raincloud that only offers mist,
they offer no real life or refreshment.
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5. Why do you think promises of “freedom” can be so attractive? How does Peter expose
the real bondage behind these promises?

"While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption..." (2 Peter 2:19, NKJV).
The idea of freedom — from rules, accountability, or moral restraint — can sound deeply attractive,
especially in a culture that prizes individual autonomy. However, Peter reveals the tragic irony:
those offering so-called freedom are themselves enslaved to sin. True freedom is not the absence
of restraint but the ability to live in righteousness and obedience to God (John 8:36; Romans 6:18).

Jude 17-23 (NKJV)

6. Jude reminds believers that the apostles had warned about “mockers ... who walk
according to their own ungodly lusts.” How can remembering these warnings help us
stay grounded today?

"But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus
Christ..." (Jude 17, NKJV).

These individuals mocked Christianity by pursuing ungodly desires instead of pursuing the way of
truth and righteousness through Christ.

Remembering—taking to heart—apostolic warnings helps prepare us to discern false teachings
rather than being surprised or shaken by them—recent lesson: be preprared. It strengthens our faith
and reminds us that God’s Word equips us to navigate times of spiritual confusion or opposition (2
Timothy 3:13-17). We can remain grounded by holding fast to the gospel and recognizing the signs
of deception.

7. What practical steps does Jude give for being alert for false teachings and false
teachers?

"But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep
yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” (Jude
20-21, NKJV).

Jude highlights several steps:

e grow in understanding and application of biblical truth (i.e., grow in the Word!),
e pray under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,

e live intentionally in the sphere of God’s love, and

e maintain a hope-filled focus on Christ’s return.

Today, this strategy has not changed. For the modern believer, defense against false teaching starts
with growing in the knowledge and application of Scripture. In writing to Timothy, Paul insists that
God gave the Scriptures to make us wise unto salvation and spiritually mature (2 Timothy 3:15-17).
But prayer, inspired and empowered by the Holy Spirit, should also accompany one's loyalty to
God's Word. Jude's exhortations in this verse echo the Apostle Paul's instructions to the Ephesian
believers: to use the sword of the Spirit, God's Word, in fighting evil forces, and to pray in the Spirit
(Ephesians 6:17-18).
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8. Jude urges mercy toward those who doubt or are struggling. How can we practice both
discernment and compassion when helping others?

"And on some have compassion, making a distinction; but others save with fear, pulling them out of
the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh." (Jude 22-23, NKJV).

Jude calls for mercy and discernment: being gentle with those who are wavering in their faith, and
acting decisively when someone is in spiritual danger. Compassion requires patience and humility,
while discernment recognizes when urgency is needed. We are called to balance truth and love,
always seeking restoration (Galatians 6:1; 2 Timothy 2:24-26).

’”'

Thomas: “He also encourages them to lead others to Christ ‘pulling them out of the fire

9. See 2 Peter 2:1b-3, 2 Peter 2:18-19, and Jude 19. What do these verses teach about
false teachers—what qualities do such teachers possess?

Self-focused, boastful. “For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, ...(2 Peter 2:18,
Jude 16 NKJV)

Greedy. “By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; ....” (2 Peter 2:3 NKJV)
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Liars. “.. who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, ...
(2 Peter 2:1 NKJV)

Promotes immorality.

“And many will follow their destructive ways, ...” (2 Peter 2:3 NKJV)

“.. they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, ...” (2 Peter 2:18 NKJV)
“..who would walk according to their own ungodly lusts.” (Jude 18 NKJV)

Additional characteristics 2 Peter 2:12-15, Jude 12, 13, and 16

10. According to our passages, what kind of judgment awaits the false teachers, and what
does this reveal about God's justice?

In 2 Peter 2:1-3, Peter warns that the false teachers will "bring on themselves swift destruction" (2
Peter 2:1, NKJV) and that "their judgment... has not been idle, and their destruction does not
slumber" (2 Peter 2:3, NKJV). In 2 Peter 2:17, they are described as "for whom is reserved the
blackness of darkness forever," indicating a fate of deep, unending separation from God. Jude 13
echoes this by describing them as "wandering stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness
forever" (NKJV). These passages show that while the deception and influence of false teachers may
seem unchecked for a time, God’s justice is sure and inevitable. His judgment against them is both
certain and severe, demonstrating that God defends His truth and His people by ultimately dealing
with those who lead others astray.
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