
JANUARY BIBLE STUDY – 2024 
Lesson 4: Postmodern Apologetics (Truth Is Constructed) 

 
The Postmodern Mind 
 
A. REJECTION OF MODERNISM/OBJECTIVITY 

- No reality “out there” to be discovered—no objective history. 
- Rejects all-encompassing explanations—no “metanarrative.” 
- No unified whole we call reality—no criteria to evaluate interpretations. 
- Rejects reason as the only path to truth—emotions/intuition. 

 
 
 
 
 
B. SUBJECTIVE REALITY 

- Reality has no objective meaning—only subjective/imputed meaning. 
- Reality is different for each person who experiences it—no single meaning to the 

world—only different perspectives/points of view. 
- Reality/Truth is relative, indeterminant, participatory—truth is relative to the 

community in which we participate—CONSTRUCTED. 
- Stops searching for objective truth—live with interpretation (true for me/us) (cf. Judges 

21:25). 
- Right/wrong determined by what “works” for me/community.  

 
 
 
 
 
C. GOSPEL/TRUTH IN POSTMODERN WORLD 

- Ultimate truth in a Person—Jesus—not an abstract concept or proposition (John 14:6). 
- Affirm “mystery”—human reason not primary/only source of truth (Job 11:7; 1 Cor 2:7). 
- Unified person—fragmented humanity (mind/body) (1 Thess 5:23–24). 
- Community of faith—isolation (1 Cor 12:27). 
- Transformed life—it “works” (Rom 8:29). 

  



What Does the Bible Say? 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another” (John 13:34–35) 
 
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus” (Phil 2:3–5). 
 
How should love and unity within the Body of Christ serve as our greatest apologetic? 
 
 
Consider the following quote from 20th century apologist, Francis Schaeffer: 
 

Without true Christians loving one another, Christ says the world cannot be expected to 
listen, even when we give proper answers. Let us be careful, indeed, to spend a lifetime 
studying to give honest answers. For years the orthodox, evangelical church has done 
very poorly. So, it is well to spend time learning to answer the questions of men who are 
about us. But after we have done our best to communicate to a lost world, still we must 
never forget that the final apologetic which Jesus gives is the observable love of true 
Christians for true Christians. 

Francis Schaeffer, The Mark of the Christian 
 
Everyone longs for a genuine community where people truly love and care for one another, 
which is why winning unbelievers to community is critical to their coming to faith in Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
“The person who loves their dream of community will destroy community, but the person who 
loves those around them will create community” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together). 
 
 
 
 
Authentic community is impossible if people only look out for themselves. The irony of the 
gospel is that only when we deny ourselves will we ever have our deepest desires truly met.  
 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION: What should this type of love look like at Faithbridge Church? What can we do 
as followers of Jesus to reflect his love more greatly to one another and the watching world? 
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