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A MESSAGE OF ENCOURAGEMENT
Our access to God gives us a message of
encouragement.

KEY POINTS

Romans 12 tells us that “we have different gifts, according to
the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then
prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then
serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then
give encouragement....”
Peter C. Wagner defines the gift of encouragement as
follows: “To minister words of comfort, consolation,
encouragement and counsel to other members of the Body
in such a way that they feel helped and healed.”

We have direct access to God.
“Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence
to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus...”
(Hebrews 10:19). To comprehend the weight of this
statement, we would need to look at the context in Israel.
From the time Moses built the tabernacle until the death of
Jesus, it was forbidden for all except the High Priest to go into
the Most Holy Place where the Presence of the Lord dwelt.
And he would only go in once a year to make atonement for
the sins of himself, his family and the nation of Israel.
Leviticus 16 describes two actions the High Priest would carry
out: he would burn incense to cover the mercy seat, then he
would sprinkle blood from his sacrifice over the mercy seat.
This covered Israel’s sin for another year. But after Jesus’
death once and for all, every believer can now enter into the
Presence of God directly.
The synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) describe
how the veil, or curtain, of the temple was torn in two from
top to bottom when Jesus died (Heb. 10:20). This curtain
separated the Holy Place, which the priests could enter, from
the Most Holy Place, which only the High Priest could enter
once per year.
Practically, this meant that previously unauthorised people
could look upon the place where God’s Presence dwelt
without dying. Theologically, it meant that Jesus’ blood had
paid the sacrifice for all time. “Therefore, through Jesus we
all have direct access to God” (Heb. 10:21).

We use our access to God to transform our hearts.
“Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the
full assurance that faith brings...” (v. 22).

Knowing that we now all have direct access to God without
the need for intermediate sacrifices besides Jesus, we must
not remain distant from God but exercise our right to draw
near to Him. But it’s important to be sincere (Heb. 11:6). We
give our hearts to God knowing that He can and will change
us. It's not our power that accomplishes this, but God’s Spirit
(see Romans 8:1).

The devil is described as the “accuser of the brethren”
(Revelation 12:10 KJV). But we are no longer slaves to sin. We
don’t allow the devil to throw our past sins in our face or hold
us down when we fall as Christians.

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who
promised is faithful” (Heb. 10:23).

KEY SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 10:19-25
(all scripture in NIV unless otherwise noted)

«* We have been baptised in water for the remission of
our sins. Therefore, we qualify for the new life that
Christ gives. So, let us “press on to the mark of the
higher calling in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14).

Our transformed hearts bring a message of
encouragement to the saints.

«» “Not giving up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing...” (Heb. 10:25).

+» It was a fact even in the early church, as it is now, that
some peoples’ love waxed cold. After the initial
meeting with Christ, they become like the seeds that
fellamong the thorns in Jesus’ parable of the sower and
the seed (see Matt. 13:5-6).

+»+ In Canada, about 30% of the population believe in God
and pray but say that they don’t need to go to church.
The Apostles called this a “habit” and disapproved of it.

% In Matthew 24:12, Jesus warns us that “because of the
increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow
cold.” Christians should prioritise coming to church, so
that we can encourage one another. Every saint in the
local church is important and used by God to exhort
others.

% Our access to God gives us a message of
encouragement. It is especially for you if you know that
you are inspired “to minister words of comfort,
consolation, encouragement and counsel to other
members of the Body in such a way that they feel
helped and healed.”

% “...Let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see
the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:24-25).

DISCUSSION/REFLECTION TOOLS

1. Thedevilis described as the “accuser of the brethren”
(Rev. 12:10 KJV), but Romans 8:1 tells us that “there
is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus.” Discuss what this means.

2. Hebrews 10:23 instructs us to “hold unswervingly to
the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.”
Discuss this hope and how we can hold onto it during
difficult situations or even when others are telling us
to let go. Consider examples from the Bible (e.g., Job).

3. Jesus warns us that “the love of most will grow cold”
(Matt. 24:12). What can cause this coldness? How
does one go about identifying it within themselves,
and what measures can be taken to combat it?
Support your response with Scripture.

: PRAYER TIME
= Lord, You have saved me and redeemed me. You
» have given me new life. My hope is in You. Amen.
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WEEK OF SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025

NOTES

Meditate as you read through/listen to this week’s
message. If it helps, use symbols for your notes.

V(Reminds me/Confirms) ’(New idea) Q(Think about)

!(Do this) w(Speaks to my heart) ﬁ (Must share)

PRAYER NEEDS/THANKSGIVINGS

Go deeper with your Life Group family.
CONNECT-REFLECT-PISSECT THE WORD
Your Life Group ~ Your Lifeline



PRAYER FOCUS: Thanksgiving for God’s goodness, provision,
protection, freedom, health, etc.
24-hour Prayer: Daily;

Daily Devotions: Monday - Friday @ 6:30 a.m. & 9:00 p.m.;
Departmental Prayer: Every Thursday (please check schedule)
Corporate Prayer: Every Friday @ 7:00 p.m. (and in person every
second Friday @ 9:00 p.m. - 3:00 a.m.).

Zoom ID: 898 3191 5909 Phone Access: 647-374-4685

FAITH SANCTUARY DONATIONS
To donate online, please go to www.faithsanctuary.com/give
For email transfers, please use donate@faithsanctuary.com

S0 ANNOUNCEMENTS <V

Faith

SANCTUARY

PRODIGAL SONS & DAUGHTERS’ PRAYER
Please join us as we pray for our sons and daughters.
Date/Time: Every Sunday @ 1:15 p.m.
Location: Prayer Room
Contact: Sis. Suzanne Allen

STOREHOUSE
The storehouse is in need of the following
non-perishable food items: Pasta, rice, sugar,
canned sardines, peas, beans, corned beef, soup,
condensed milk, etc.
Contact: Bro. Richard or Sis. Naomi Daley

FS ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Our annual business meeting will take place
after service on Sunday, November 30, 2025.
Contact: Pastor A. Peel

NOVEMBER FASTING
There will be fasting every Friday during the month of
November from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. If you already fast on
another day, please continue with that.
Contact: Pastor A. Peel

FAITH SANCTUARY WEEKLY SERVICES
Sunday Bible Study @ 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service @ 11:00 a.m.
(Listen via phone: 1-844-268-4848)
Monday Berean Bible Study @ 6:30 p.m.
(Zoom, Facebook, YouTube)
Wednesday Bible Study @ 7:30 p.m.
(In person and via Zoom)

Friday Evening Service @ 8:00 p.m.
(In person and via Zoom)

Life Group Meetings — individually scheduled
(see ushers for information)

FAITH FOUNDATIONS

GOD
We believe there is only one God: the eternal, holy, loving, all-
knowing, all-powerful, omnipresent Spirit, creator of all
(Deuteronomy 6:4; 1 Timothy 1:17; Leviticus 19:2; 1 John 4:8;
Hebrews 4:13; Revelation 19:6; Jeremiah 23:24; John 4:24;
Isaiah 44:24; Colossians 1:16).

GOD’S WORD
We believe the Holy Scriptures—The Bible—is God’s true and
complete Word to humanity, verified most notably through
fulfilled prophecies concerning Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 3:16;
2 Peter 1:20-21; Isaiah 41:21-23, 42:8-9, 46:9-10;
Luke 24:25-27; John 17:17).

GOD’S CREATION
We believe all people were created in the image of God for His
pleasure, to be His children, His church and His bride, living in
eternal love and fellowship with Him (Revelation 4:1;
Genesis 1:27; John 1:12-13; Romans 8:16;
Ephesians 5:25-32; Revelation 19:7).

HUMANITY’S FALL
We acknowledge that we have all sinned and failed to fulfill
God'’s plan and purpose for our lives, through willful
disobedience to the word of God and our own conscience. All
sinful acts lead to separation and alienation from God’s pure,
holy presence, eventually resulting in both physical and spiritual
death (Romans 3:23, 6:23a).

THE GOSPEL
We believe that Jesus Christ is the Almighty God, fully divine
and fully human (1 Timothy 3:16). He came to Earth and
suffered death by crucifixion, willingly substituting Himself for
us in receiving God’s judgment against sin (Isaiah 53:5). But God
raised Him from death (Acts 5:30), and He now offers eternal
life to all who will believe in Him (John 3:14-17, 6:29; 2
Corinthians 5:18-21; Romans 6:23b; Ephesians 2:4-9). Faith is
sparked within us when we hear the gospel, the "good news"
that Jesus died, was buried and rose from the dead for our
benefit (Romans 10:14-17; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4).

OUR FAITH RESPONSE
Hearing the gospel is intended to lead us to repentance, a

divinely inspired change of heart that causes us to turn away
from our sins and turn to God (2 Corinthians 7:9-10; 2 Timothy

2:24-26). Faith and repentance lead us to obey the scriptural
command to be baptized in Jesus’ name for the forgiveness of
our sins and to receive His gift of the Holy Spirit. His Spirit gives
us the power to live a righteous, godly life, joyfully sharing the

good news of our new life in Christ with others (Mark 16:16;

Acts 2:38, 4:12; 1 Peter 1:22-23).

CHRIST’S RETURN
We believe our Lord Jesus Christ will soon return to
Earth to receive His people to Himself and establish
His righteous, eternal kingdom
(John 14:3; Matthew 25:34).
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“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope
we profess, for e who promised is
Sfaithfull And let us consider how we
may spur one another on toward love
and good deeds, not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but encouraging one another—
and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.”

Hebrews 10:23-25 (NIV)
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