
Leader As we are called into worship today, it is sobering to remember
 that when God appeared on earth in the person of Jesus,
 most of the world did not recognize him 
 and therefore did not worship him.
 Today we ask for the faith that will open our eyes
 to see Jesus for who he is, that we might worship him in truth.
 People of God, behold and see your God!
All We open our eyes to see his glory.
 We open our ears to hear his wisdom.
 We open our hands to offer him gifts.
 We open our mouths to sing his praise.
 We open our hearts to offer him our love. He is Lord!

CALL TO WORSHIP

SCRIPTURE READING    Romans 3:19-26 (ESV)

SONG OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held ac-
countable to God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his 
sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteous-
ness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to 
show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier 
of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Leader This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

SONGS OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

THE OFFERING & OFFERTORY
*During the offertory, we consider all that we have and all that God may be asking 
us to give. Please take this time to ask God how you might give of your financial gifts, 
personal time and even vocational calling. There are different ways to give. You may 
mail your offering to our office: 16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609, Pasadena, CA 91101; or 
give via our app (iOS and Android) or website: www.gracepasadena.org/give.

GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*If you’re visiting with us for the first time, please fill out an information card (available 
at the welcome table) and drop it into the offering box or give it to a church staff 
member. For more announcements, see the back of the bulletin or visit our website.PRAYER OF ADORATION

1. Come ye sinners, poor and needy,
bruised and broken by the fall!
Jesus ready stands to save you,
full of pardoning love for all.
He is able, He is able;
He is willing, doubt no more!
He is able, He is able;
He is willing, doubt no more!
2. Let not conscience make you linger,
nor of fitness fondly dream;
all that He requires of sinners
is to lean and trust on Him.
He will save you, He will save you,
‘tis the Gospel’s constant theme!
He will save you, He will save you,
‘tis the Gospel’s constant theme!

3. Lo! Th’ incarnate God ascended,
pleads the merit of His blood;
venture on Him, venture wholly;
let no other trust intrude.
None but Jesus, none but Jesus,
can do helpless sinners good.
None but Jesus, none but Jesus,
can do helpless sinners good.

COME YE SINNERS / J. Hart

All   Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 we praise your for your love that searches us out
 and brings us home to you and your people. 
 We come as sinners in need of forgiveness.
 We come tired from our work and busy days
 in need of refreshment and re-creation.
 We come with worries, in need of your guidance.
 So, we ask you to lift us out of our preoccupation with our own needs.
. Open our eyes that we may see; open our ears that we may hear you.
 Make us thankful for all the good we have received from you.
 Bind us together in your love more deeply. 
 Open our lips and we will declare your praise! Amen!

WORDS OF COMFORT & PEACE
Leader This is what the Lord says: “ I will sprinkle clean water on you, and 

you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your 
idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new 
spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from 
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” Turn to Jesus and know these 
words are true!           – from Ez. 36:25-26

All Thanks be to God!

SONG OF ASSURANCE

Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
Together         And also with you!
* Children ages 2 to 5th grade are invited to participate in our children’s program during the 
sermon; children return for Communion.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

All   Merciful God,
 you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. 
 We humbly confess our sins and ask for your mercy. 
 We have not loved you with a pure heart,
 nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. 
 We have not done justice, loved kindness,
 or walked humbly with you, our God.
 Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. 
 In your great compassion, cleanse us from our sin.
 Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us.
 Do not cast us from your presence, or take your Holy Spirit from us.
 Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain us 
 with your bountiful Spirit through Jesus Christ. Amen.
 (silence is kept together)    —based on Ps. 51:10-12

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

MORNING MESSAGE                                   Charlie Drew

“Welcome Home”

Leader  Father, you sent your Son to find the lost, bring good news to the 
poor, give sight to the blind, grant freedom to the captives, and offer 
salvation to all your people. Help us to believe the good news of 
your Son and to embody it in our lives as individuals and together 
as your children. Anoint us with the Spirit and rouse us to love in his 
name. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Send us to bring help to the poor and freedom to the oppressed.
 Send us to those who mourn, to bring joy and gladness instead of 

grief. We pray for our friends with inadequate housing during these 
cold months. We pray for our Park Ministry and its volunteers. We 
pray for our city partners Door of Hope, Olive Crest, and Elizabeth 
House. Have mercy. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader O good God, the storms of our lives are many. We are afraid and 

unsure. At times we wonder if you are asleep as we see sin and death 
rise up against this world you love. Lord, renew our hope. Give us 
eyes to see your faithful love. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer. Amen.

1. Praise to the Lord, 
the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him,
for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, 
now to His temple draw near,
praise Him in glad adoration.
2. Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things 
so wondrously reigneth;
shelters thee under His wings, 
yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen 
how all thy longings have been
granted in what He ordaineth? 

3. Praise to the Lord,
who doth prosper thy work 
and defend thee;
surely His goodness and mercy 
here daily attend thee!
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
if with His love He befriend thee.
4. Praise to the Lord! 
O, let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, 
come now with praises before Him.
Let the “Amen” 
sound from His people again,
gladly for aye we adore Him.

PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY / J. NeaNder

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS / t. CHisHolm

1. Great is Thy faithfulness, 
O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, 
Thy compassions they fail not;
as Thou has been Thou forever wilt be.
Chorus

Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see:
all I have needed 
Thy hand hath provided,
great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2. Summer and winter 
and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars 
in their courses above,
join with all nature in manifold witness
to Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.
3. Pardon for sin 
and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence 
to cheer and to guide,
strength for today 
and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, 
with ten thousand beside.

1. Before the throne of God above
I have a strong, a perfect plea;
A great High Priest, whose name is Love,
Who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on His hands,
My name is written on His heart;
I know that while in heaven He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart.
2. When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look, and see Him there
Who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died,
My sinful soul is counted free;
For God, the Just, is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me.

3. Behold Him there! The risen Lamb!
My perfect, spotless Righteousness,
The great unchangeable I AM,
The King of glory and of grace!
One with Himself, I cannot die;
My soul is purchased by His blood;
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ, my Savior and my God

BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD ABOVE  / C. BaNCroft



On the findings of UVA professor Timothy Wilson: “In 11 
experiments involving more than 700 people, the majority 
of participants reported that they found it unpleasant to be 
alone in a room with their thoughts for just 6-15 minutes… 

If there is ever a still moment for reflective thought, say, 
while waiting in line at the grocery store or sitting in 

traffic—out comes the cell phone.” 

KATE MURPHY | New York Times, JulY 27, 2014 

“To condemn is not merely to punish, but to declare the 
accused guilty and worthy of punishment; and justification 
is not merely to remit the punishment (to pardon), but to 

declare that punishment cannot be justly inflicted.  Pardon 
(i.e., simply forgiveness) and justification are therefore 
essentially distinct.  The one (pardon) is remission of 

punishment: the other (justification) is a declaration that no 
ground for the infliction of punishment exists.” 

CHARLES HODGE

“In the pagan perspective [of propitiation], human beings 
try to placate their bad-tempered deities with their own 
paltry offerings.  According to the Christian story, God’s 
own great love (it’s his initiative, not ours) propitiates his 

own holy wrath through the gift of his own dear Son, who 
took our place, bore our sin, and died our death.  Thus, 

God himself gave himself to save us from himself.” 

JOHN STOTT
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Leader The peace of God, which passes all understanding,
 keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
 and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord;  
 and the blessing of God Almighty,
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, remain with you always.
                                —based on Phil. 4:7

All Thanks be to God! Amen!

THE BENEDICTION & SENDING

God-Centered Worship – We seek to be transformed in worship as we experience the 
wonder of God and respond appropriately

Gospel-Driven Identity – We seek a personal experience of the gospel that both humbles 
us, and assures us that we are more deeply valued and loved by God than we can possibly 
imagine
Outward-Facing Community – We seek the betterment of our city as we extend God’s grace 
by loving our neighbors as ourselves

Kingdom-Minded Movement – We seek to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by creating 
community and global partnerships that can reach and serve those in need

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  V I S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  C O R E  VA L U E S

Grace Pasadena exists to Experience & Extend the life-giving grace of God
   •   As we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ
   •   In every sphere of life
   •   For our neighborhoods, city and the world

  A N N O U N C E M E N T  H I G H L I G H T S
• 1/21: City Groups start this week! Contact Pastor Ben or use the app to sign up.
• 1/23-24: Pasadena Homeless Count 2024. Email mercy@gracepasadena.org for more 

information or to sign up.
• 1/31: Contact Jessica at info@gracepasadena.org if you do not receive your 

Giving Statement for 2023 by 1/31.
• 2/4: Congregational Meeting after the service. 
• 2/11: Super Cereal Bowl Sunday hosted by our Children’s Ministry at 9am on the 

patio! See Caroline for more details.

SONGS OF RESPONSE & CELEBRATION

   G I V I N G  &  B U D G E T
JAN-DEC ‘23* JAN ‘24*

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS  ___________________ $556,114 $11,393

BUDGETED GIVING  ______________________________ 557,000 --

DIFFERENCE  _____________________________________ -886 --

* as of 1/18/2024; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

1. Rock of ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in Thee;
let the water and the blood
from Thy wounded side which flowed
be of sin the double cure,
save from wrath and make me pure!

2. Not the labors of my hands
can fulfill thy law’s commands;
could my zeal no respite know,
could my tears forever flow,
all for sin could not atone;
thou must save, and thou alone.

3. Nothing in my hand I bring,
simply to the cross I cling;
naked, come to thee for dress;
helpless, look to thee for grace;
foul, I to the fountain fly;
wash me, Savior, or I die.
Final: Rock of ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in Thee;
let the water and the blood
from Thy wounded side which flowed
be of sin the double cure,
save from wrath and make me pure!

ROCK OF AGES / a. toplady

*Looking for a way to love our neighbors? Consider joining the Park Ministry after the service.

*If you are in any kind of need, please email mercy@gracepasadena.org or talk to a deacon or 
other leader of Grace. You are not alone - we are here to help!

*Scan the QR code below for more details, other announcements and contact information!

  T H E  C H U R C H  CA L E N DA R

Epiphany follows Christmas and lasts until Lent. The season calls us 
to remember and proclaim that Jesus Christ is truly the light of all the 
world. As Philip Reinders says: “Epiphany calls us to live God’s mission, 
announcing the good news of Christ’s arrival to every culture and to those 
who live across the street, bearing the light of Jesus to the nations and 
to those who share a home with us. We, the church, are sent out as the 
manifestation of Jesus to a watching world.” May we, with eyes wide 
open, see and celebrate the fact that Jesus is the light of the world—and 
of our lives too.

advent

Christmas

EPIPHANY
lent

easter

PenteCost

ordinary time

COMMUNION
GUIDELINES: The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist. 
It is the family meal for those who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The invitation is from Jesus Christ alone, not from this church or any minister. If you 
are baptized and can call yourself a Christian, come to the table.
DIRECTIONS: When instructed, please come forward to receive Communion. Receive the  
bread and juice from the servers. Pre-packaged elements, which are gluten-free are available 
in the line closest to the stage. Participate as you feel comfortable.
CHILDREN: Children who are baptized, can profess faith in Jesus Christ in an age appropri-
ate manner, and have talked to a pastor or an elder may participate in communion.

1. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now I see.
2. ‘Twas grace that taught 
my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved!
How precious did that grace appear,
the hour I first believed.
3. Through many dangers, 
toils and snares
I have already come!
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

4. When we’ve been there 
ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
than when we’ve first begun!

AMAZING GRACE  / J. NewtoN


