
Leader May the light of God’s love push back the darkness.
All We come to the light from the four corners of the earth, 
 from the north, from the south, from the east, and from the west.
Leader But we are all one in Jesus Christ!
All We come from many nations and many cultures.
Leader But we are all one in Jesus Christ!
All We come seeking the light that guides us to life.
Leader But we are all one in Jesus Christ!
All We lift up our many voices and praise the God of all people,
 the true light of the world!

CALL TO WORSHIP

SCRIPTURE READING           Luke 2:22-33 (ESV)SONG OF PRAISE & RESPONSE
22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the 
Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the 
Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a 
pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, 
whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought 
in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him 
up in his arms and blessed God and said,
29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
    according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
    and for glory to your people Israel.”
33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed 
for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a 
sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts 
may be revealed.”
36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when 
she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not 
depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And 
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to 
all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

Leader This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

1. O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder,
consider all the worlds Thy hands have made; 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.
Chorus

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, how great Thou art. 
2. And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing,
sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 
that on the cross my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.
3. When Christ shall come  with shout of acclamation,
and take me home what joy shall fill my heart.
Then I shall bow,in humble adoration,
and there proclaim, “My God, how great Thou art!”

HOW GREAT THOU ART / C. BoBerg

1. A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing;
our helper He, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not His equal
2. Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing,
were not the right Man on our side, 
the Man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth His name, 
from age to age the same;
and He must win the battle

3. And though this world, with devils 
filled, should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure, 
for lo, his doom is sure;
one little word shall fell him
4. That word above all earthly powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through Him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also;
the body they may kill; 
God’s truth abideth still,
his kingdom is forever!

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD / M. Luther

I will call on the name 
of the Lord, my God
I will lift up my voice 
to give praise to my King
He’s the light in the darkness
He’s the calm in the storm
He’s the hope of the righteous
He is Lord, He is Lord
There is peace in the presence 
of the Lord, my God
There is power in the blood 
of the Lamb that was slain
Every knee will bow, 
every tongue confess that He is Lord
Every knee will bow, 
every tongue confess that He is Lord

HE IS LORD  / J. Barnett

SONGS OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

THE OFFERING & OFFERTORY
*During the offertory, we consider all that we have and all that God may be asking 
us to give. Please take this time to ask God how you might give of your financial gifts, 
personal time and even vocational calling. There are different ways to give. You may 
mail your offering to our office: 16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609, Pasadena, CA 91101; or 
give via our app (iOS and Android) or website: www.gracepasadena.org/give.

GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*If you’re visiting with us for the first time, please fill out an information card (available 
at the welcome table) and drop it into the offering box or give it to a church staff 
member. For more announcements, see the back of the bulletin or visit our website.

PRAYER OF ADORATION
All   God of Advent, of waiting and hoping,
 keep our hearts expectant, ready for your coming among us. 
 God of Christmas, of celebration and rejoicing,
 make our hearts glad with the joy nothing can take from us. 
 God of Epiphany, of hiding and making known,
 fill our hearts with wonder at the revelation of your glory 
 that we have seen in Christ, our Lord. 
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we praise you for your faithful love! 

Amen!

WORDS OF COMFORT & PEACE
Leader “This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 

that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have 
fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin.” 

 The Light of the World is here. Be at peace!       — from 1 Jn. 1:5-7
All Thanks be to God!

SONG OF ASSURANCE

1. Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night;
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my Light.
2. Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I Thy true Son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.
3. Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise;
Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart;
High King of Heaven, my treasure Thou art.
4. High King of Heaven, my victory won,
May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heaven’s sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

BE THOU MY VISION / trans. Mary e. Byrne

Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
Together         And also with you!
* Children ages 2 to 5th grade are invited to participate in our children’s program during the 
sermon; children return for Communion.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

All   Almighty and merciful God, we confess that we have sinned
 against you and one another in both our actions and our inactions.
 We recognize that in Jesus Christ our light has come,
 yet often we choose to walk in shadows and ignore the light.
 Gracious God, forgive our sins and remove from us
 the veil of darkness that shrouds our lives.
 May the Holy Spirit nourish us with your Word and sacrament 
 and raise us to new life. Amen.
 (silence is kept together)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader Triune God, teach us to see you in the beauty of the world. Awaken 

our praise and thanks for all that you have made. Teach us to be 
good stewards of your world and to bring forth more beauty through 
our work. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Let your love be stronger than the anger and sorrow in the world. 

Give peace to your church, peace between countries, peace in our 
homes, and peace in our hearts. Fill all things with your love, and 
restore all things to wholeness. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Come near to everyone who is in trouble or afraid, cold or hungry, 

or anyone who doesn’t know what to do. Show them your help and 
your love. Show your church how to be your hands and feet in the 
world. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, help us to wait and watch for your faithful love. 
 In the name of Jesus, our Lord, we pray. Amen.

MORNING MESSAGE                                        Marc Choi

“Still Waiting and Watching”



“Glory to God the almighty, the King of the universe, for 
all his gifts, and gratitude to Jesus Christ, the Savior and 
Redeemer of our souls, through whom we pray that this 
peace may be preserved for us stable and unshaken for 

ever: a peace that will keep us safe from troubles outside 
as well as from all anxieties and disturbances of soul.”

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY | EusEbius

“The waiting that God invites us into is not a dull void but 
an invitation to participate in God’s own life. Not by doing, 

achieving, and possessing but by waiting attentively on 
God. It’s the gift of having a purpose, even an identity, that 
has its origin in something other than our anxious selves. 

Its identity is found in the story and person of Jesus Christ.”

WHEN CHURCH STOPS WORKING | 
A. root & b. bEtrAnd

“The purpose of journeying together in spiritual friendship 
and spiritual community (whether there are just two of 
you or whether you are in a small group) is to listen to 

one another’s desire for God, to nurture that desire in each 
other and to support one another in seeking a way of life 

that is consistent with that desire. ” 

RUTH HALEY BARTON | sACrEd rhythms
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Leader May you know the love of God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit more and more. As you experience and extend God’s 
love, may the Holy Spirit make you ready for the coming again of 
Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Redeemer of all. Go in peace.

All Thanks be to God! Amen!

THE BENEDICTION & SENDING

God-Centered Worship – We seek to be transformed in worship as we experience the 
wonder of God and respond appropriately

Gospel-Driven Identity – We seek a personal experience of the gospel that both humbles 
us, and assures us that we are more deeply valued and loved by God than we can possibly 
imagine
Outward-Facing Community – We seek the betterment of our city as we extend God’s grace 
by loving our neighbors as ourselves

Kingdom-Minded Movement – We seek to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by creating 
community and global partnerships that can reach and serve those in need

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  V I S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  C O R E  VA L U E S

Grace Pasadena exists to Experience & Extend the life-giving grace of God
   •   As we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ
   •   In every sphere of life
   •   For our neighborhoods, city and the world

  A N N O U N C E M E N T  H I G H L I G H T S
• 1/17: Women’s Wednesday AM Study begins. Email women@gracepasadena.org 

or use the app for more information or to sign up.
• 1/21: City Groups start this week! Contact Pastor Ben or use the app to sign up.
• 1/23-24: Pasadena Homeless Count 2024. Email mercy@gracepasadena.org for more 

information or to sign up.
• 2/11: Super Cereal Bowl Sunday hosted by our Children’s Ministry at 9am on the 

patio! See Caroline for more details.

SONGS OF RESPONSE & CELEBRATION

   G I V I N G  &  B U D G E T
JAN-DEC ‘23* JAN ‘24*

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS  ___________________ $541,553 $0

BUDGETED GIVING  ______________________________ 557,000 --

DIFFERENCE  _____________________________________ -15,447 --

* as of 1/5/2024; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

  T H E  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A  A P P
Use the app to listen to sermons, access an audio Bible, view and register for upcoming 
events (including City Groups), set up giving and more! Use the QR codes below.

For Android Phones For iOS Phones

*Looking for a way to love our neighbors? Consider joining the Park Ministry after the service.

*If you are in any kind of need, please email mercy@gracepasadena.org or talk to a deacon or 
other leader of Grace. You are not alone - we are here to help!

*Scan the QR code below for more details, other announcements and contact information!

1. Come Thou fount of every blessing,
tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount I’m fixed upon it,
mount of Thy redeeming love!

2. Here I raise my Ebenezer;
hither by Thy help I’m come;
and I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,

wandering from the fold of God
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed His precious blood
3. Oh to grace how great a debtor,
daily I’m constrained to be!
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter,
bind my wandering heart to Thee:
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
prone to leave the God I love;
here’s my heart, oh take and seal it;
seal it for Thy courts above

COME THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING / r. roBinson

COMMUNION
GUIDELINES: The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist. 
It is the family meal for those who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The invitation is from Jesus Christ alone, not from this church or any minister. If 
you are baptized and can call yourself a Christian, come to the table.
DIRECTIONS: When instructed, please come forward to receive Communion. Receive the  
bread and juice from the servers. Pre-packaged elements, which are gluten-free are available 
in the line closest to the stage. Participate as you feel comfortable.
CHILDREN: Children who are baptized, can profess faith in Jesus Christ in an age appropri-
ate manner, and have talked to a pastor or an elder may participate in communion.

1. God is our refuge, 
our strength and our shield
An ever present help
We would not fear,
though the earth gives away
And the mountains crash into the sea
Chorus 
There is a river 
whose streams will make glad
The city of our most high King
God is within her and she will not fail
He helps her at the break of the day
2. Nations in uproar, 
men’s kingdom they fall
He speaks and the earth melts away
The worst we imagine, 
the strongest of storms
Our Fortress it will still remain 

Chorus 2
There is a river 
whose streams will make glad
The city of our most high King
God is within her and she will not fail
Listen and hear the lord say:
Be still and know that I am God

3. Come let us see 
what the Lord has done
The ruins he brings to the earth
He makes wars to cease
to the ends of the earth
He shatters the bow and the spear
Ending

Be still and know and that I am God
Be still and know and that I am God
Be still and know and that I am God...

PSALM 46/ MusiC: Bifrost arts

  T H E  C H U R C H  CA L E N DA R
Epiphany follows Christmas and lasts until Lent. The season calls us to 
remember and proclaim that Jesus Christ is truly the light of all the world. As 
Philip Reinders says: “Epiphany calls us to live God’s mission, announcing 
the good news of Christ’s arrival to every culture and to those who live 
across the street, bearing the light of Jesus to the nations and to those who 
share a home with us. We, the church, are sent out as the manifestation of 
Jesus to a watching world.” May we, with eyes wide open, see and celebrate 
the fact that Jesus is the light of the world—and of our lives too.

Advent

ChristmAs
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Lent
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