
Leader In your wisdom, O God, you call us here to worship you.
All We gather, alive to the Word of God.
Leader You call us to be fully alive with your life abundant,
 ready to listen and respond with heart, soul, strength, and mind. 
All We listen, alive to the Word of God.
Leader You call us to be always watchful for your Word of wisdom, 
 sometimes startling and unexpected,
 sometimes still and quiet,
 but always dwelling among us.
All We watch and wait for the Word of God.
 Open our mouths, oh Lord,
 and our lips shall declare your praise!

CALL TO WORSHIP

MORNING MESSAGE         Brannin Pitre

“Joy in Trial”
Sermon Series: The Gospel-Integrated Life

SCRIPTURE READING                                           James 1:1-12 (ESV)

SONG OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes in the 
Dispersion: Greetings.
2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you 
know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness 
have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without 
reproach, and it will be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for 
the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.
7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he 
is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
9 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the rich in his humiliation, 
because like a flower of the grass he will pass away. 11 For the sun rises with its 
scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So 
also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.
12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the 
test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love 
him. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Leader God, you placed us in the world to be its salt.
  We are afraid of committing ourselves,
  afraid of being stained by the world.
  We do not want to hear what “they” might have to say, 
  and our salt dissolves as if in water.
All  Forgive us, Jesus.
Leader God, you placed us in the world to be its light. 
  We are afraid of the shadows, afraid of suffering.
  We do not want to know other people’s struggles,
  and our light slowly fades away.
All  Forgive us, Jesus.
Leader God, you placed us in the world to live in community. 
  Thus you taught us to love, to share in life,
  to struggle for bread and justice, your truth incarnate in our life.
All	 	 Forgive	us,	Jesus,	and	renew	us	and	keep	our	eyes	fixed	on	you,
  our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen. 
  (Silence is kept together.)

SONG OF ASSURANCE

WORDS OF COMFORT & PEACE
Leader Hear the good news: 
 This saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
 that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
 that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good.
 Jesus offers to you his gift of forgiveness and new life. 
 Receive his gifts and live as people made alive!
      —based on 1 Tim. 1:15; 1 Pt. 2:24
All Thanks be to God!

GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*If you’re visiting with us for the first time, please fill out an information card (available 
at the welcome tables) and drop it into the offering box or give it to a church staff 
member. For more announcements, see the back of the bulletin or visit our website. 

Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
Together         And also with you!
* Children ages 2 to 5th grade are invited to participate in our children’s program during the 
sermon; children return for Communion. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE

1. Be Thou my Vision,
O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me,
save that Thou art.
Thou my best thought, 
by day or by night;
Waking or sleeping, 
Thy presence my Light.
2. Be Thou my Wisdom, 
and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee 
and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, 
I Thy true Son;
Thou in me dwelling, 
and I with Thee one.

3. Riches I heed not, 
nor man’s empty praise;
Thou mine inheritance, 
now and always:
Thou and Thou only,
first in my heart;
High King of Heaven, 
my treasure Thou art.
4. High King of Heaven, 
my victory won,
May I reach Heaven’s joys, 
O bright Heaven’s sun!
Heart of my own heart, 
whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, 
O Ruler of all.

BE THOU MY VISION / Trans. Mary E. ByrnE

1. Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning 
our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
2. Holy, holy, holy! 
All the saints adore Thee,
casting down their golden crowns 
around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim 
falling down before Thee,
Who wert and art and evermore shall be

3. Holy, holy, holy! 
Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinful man 
Thy glory may not see,
only Thou art holy, 
there is none beside Thee;
perfect in power, in love and purity.
4. Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name 
in earth and sky and sea;
Holy, holy, holy! 
Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY / r. HEBEr

1. Praise to the Lord, 
the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him,
for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, 
now to His temple draw near,
praise Him in glad adoration.
2. Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things 
so wondrously reigneth;
shelters thee under His wings, 
yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen 
how all thy longings have been
granted in what He ordaineth? 

3. Praise to the Lord,
who doth prosper thy work 
and defend thee;
surely His goodness and mercy 
here daily attend thee!
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
if with His love He befriend thee.
4. Praise to the Lord! 
O, let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, 
come now with praises before Him.
Let the “Amen” 
sound from His people again,
gladly for aye we adore Him.

PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY / J. nEandEr

Sing to the Lord a new song
Sing to the Lord, all the earth
Sing to the Lord a new song
Sing to the Lord, all the earth
For great is the Lord
Most worthy of praise
For great is our God
Most worthy of praise
Let the whole earth sing
To the Name above all names

SING TO THE LORD (PSALM 96) / Music: B. cHadwick

PRAYER OF ADORATION

SONGS OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Leader  God of grace, help us to live in a manner worthy of the gospel, 

striving together in unity as the one Body of Christ as we bear 
witness in the world to your coming kingdom. For this, O Lord, we 
pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader  Lord Jesus Christ, may your peace rule in our hearts in all 

circumstances, so that even when we struggle, we may live humbly 
and walk justly with our God. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Spirit of compassion and power, grant us perseverance as we share 

in the sufferings of Christ, so that we may know the fellowship of 
our Savior and extend his love to others. Encourage and preserve 
our brothers and sisters who have lost reputations, jobs, homes, and 
loved ones because of their love of Jesus Christ. For this, O Lord, we 
pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.

COMMUNION
GUIDELINES: The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist. 
It is the family meal for those who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The invitation is from Jesus Christ alone, not from this church or any minister. If 
you are baptized and can call yourself a Christian, come to the table.
DIRECTIONS: When instructed, please come forward to receive Communion. Receive the  
bread and juice from the servers. Pre-packaged elements, which are gluten-free are available 
in the line closest to the stage. Participate as you feel comfortable.
CHILDREN: Children who are baptized, can profess faith in Jesus Christ in an age appropri-
ate manner, and have talked to a pastor or an elder may participate in communion.

THE OFFERING & OFFERTORY
*During the offertory, we consider all that we have and all that God may be asking 
us to give. Please take this time to ask God how you might give of your financial gifts, 
personal time and even vocational calling. There are different ways to give. You may 
mail your offering to our office address: 16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609, Pasadena, CA 
91101; or give via our website: www.gracepasadena.org/give.



Unless you’re willing to admit you’re at war with God, 
you will never know how to surrender.

TIM KELLER

“For me, true contentment on earth means asking less 
of this life because more is coming in the next. Godly 

contentment is great gain. Heavenly gain. Because God 
has created the appetites in your heart, it stands to reason 

that He must be the consummation of that hunger. Yes, 
heaven will galvanize your heart if you focus your faith 

not on a place of glittery mansions, but on a Person, 
Jesus, who makes heaven a home.

JONI EARECKSON TADA | Heaven

“An evidence that our will has been broken is that we 
begin to thank God for that which once seemed so bitter, 
knowing that His will is good and that, in His time and in 
His way, He is able to make the most bitter waters sweet.

NANCY LEIGH DEMOSS  | a Quiet Rest
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Leader Go out into the world in peace: have courage; hold on to what is 
good; return no one evil for evil;  help the suffering; honor all; love 
and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

 And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you forever. Amen.

—based on 1 Cor. 16:13; 1 Thess. 5:13-22; 1 Pt. 2:17

All Thanks be to God! Amen!

THE BENEDICTION & SENDING

God-Centered Worship – We seek to be transformed in worship as we experience the 
wonder of God and respond appropriately

Gospel-Driven Identity – We seek a personal experience of the gospel that both humbles 
us, and assures us that we are more deeply valued and loved by God than we can possibly 
imagine
Outward-Facing Community – We seek the betterment of our city as we extend God’s grace 
by loving our neighbors as ourselves

Kingdom-Minded Movement – We seek to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by creating 
community and global partnerships that can reach and serve those in need

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  V I S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  C O R E  VA L U E S

Grace Pasadena exists to Experience & Extend the life-giving grace of God
   •   As we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ
   •   In every sphere of life
   •   For our neighborhoods, city and the world

  A N N O U N C E M E N T  H I G H L I G H T S
• 8/15: A livestream worship service of praise to God for Tim Keller’s life and   

ministry will take place on Tuesday at 11:30am. The Grace Pasadena offices will 
be open at 11am for those who would like to watch the service with others. 
You can also find more information or watch from you own location by visiting: 
https://timothykeller.com/service

Scan the QR code below for more details, other announcements and contact information!

May the Lord bless you and keep you 
May the Lord bless you and keep you
May the Lord make His face to shine on you
May the Lord make His face to shine on you
And be gracious to you
And be gracious to you
May the Lord lift His countenance on you
May the Lord lift His countenance on you
May the Lord lift His countenance on you
May the Lord lift His countenance on you
May He keep you in perfect peace
May He keep you in perfect peace

AARON’S BLESSING / Music: F. OrTEga 

SONGS OF RESPONSE & CELEBRATION

  T H E  C H U R C H  CA L E N DA R

We observe a season of Ordinary Time from Pentecost Sunday until the 
start of Advent. From the Latin “ordus” we look to the Spirit to re-order 
our lives according to the love of Jesus Christ. As the season of the Spirit, 
we especially remember the lives and actions of Jesus’ followers. We think 
about how the first Christians lived their lives, and how we should live 
ours today. This season of Ordinary Time takes up half the year and it 
doesn’t offer big exciting festivals such as Christmas or Easter. It is a season 
in which we learn to recognize the presence of God in the day-to-day. The 
color of the season is green, symbolizing new life.

Advent

ChristmAs

epiphAny

Lent

eAster

penteCost

Ordinary Time

   G I V I N G  &  B U D G E T
JAN-JUN ‘23* JUL ‘23*

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS  ___________________ $214,667 $23,771

BUDGETED GIVING  ______________________________ 249,000 44,000

DIFFERENCE  _____________________________________ -34,333 -20,229

* as of 7/20/2023; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

COMMUNION PRAYERS FOR REFLECTION
For those searching: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. If what you 
claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and lead me to the reality of who you are. Give 
me not only understanding, but also an experience of your love and presence. Amen.
For faith and belief: Lord Jesus, I am weak and sinful, but you call me beloved and accept-
ed. I thank you for taking my place in death and offering forgiveness and renewal. I hear 
you calling, and so I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.
For those struggling with sin: Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my 
need, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, to ask for help, and to follow you faith-
fully in life. Amen.

1. What can take away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
2. For my pardon this I see, nothing but 
the blood of Jesus
For my cleansing this my plea, nothing 
but the blood of Jesus
ChOrus

O, precious is the flow
That makes me white as snow
No other fount I know
Nothing but the blood of Jesus

3. Nothing can for sin atone, nothing 
but the blood of Jesus
Naught for good that I have done, noth-
ing but the blood of Jesus
4. This is all my hope and peace, noth-
ing but the blood of Jesus
This is all my righteousness, nothing 
but the blood of Jesus

NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD OF JESUS / r. LOwry


