
Leader Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 
All Worship the LORD with gladness; 
 come before him with joyful songs.
Leader Know that the LORD is God.
 It is he who made us and we are his;
All we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Leader Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
 give thanks to him and praise his name.
All For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;
 his faithfulness continues through all generations.
Leader Our God is the Good Shepherd.
 He has brought us here and prepared a feast for us.
All We come as we are!
 We come ready to feast on the grace of our Lord!      — from Ps. 23; 100

CALL TO WORSHIP

MORNING MESSAGE             Marc Choi

“The Receiving and Giving Life” 

SCRIPTURE READING                                           Matthew 9:9-13 (ESV)

SONG OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

9 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax 
booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.
10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and 
sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11 And when the 
Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means: ‘I 
desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Reader This is the Word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
All: Merciful God, 
you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. 
We humbly confess our sins and ask for your mercy. 
We have not loved you with a pure heart,
nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. 
We have not done justice, loved kindness,
or walked humbly with you, our God.
Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. 
In your great compassion, cleanse us from our sin.
Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us.
Restore to us the joy of your salvation 
and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  —based on Ps. 51:10-12

(Silence is kept together.)

SONG OF ASSURANCE

WORDS OF COMFORT & PEACE
Leader In Christ we have the forgiveness of sins 
 and the riches of God’s grace. 
 Full of new joy, let us preach to the nations 
 the unsearchable riches of Christ 
 and make plain to everyone 
 the good news of God’s great love!
All Thanks be to God!

GREETINGS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING
*During the offertory, we consider all that we have and all that God may be asking 
us to give. Please take this time to ask God how you might give of your financial gifts, 
personal time and even vocational calling. There are different ways to give. You may 
mail your offering to our office address: 16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609, Pasadena, CA 
91101; or give via our website: www.gracepasadena.org/give.

Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
Together         And also with you!
* Children ages 2 to 5th grade are invited to participate in our children’s program during the 
sermon; children return for Communion. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE

1. O, for a thousand tongues to sing
my great Redeemer’s praise;
the glories of my God and King,
the triumphs of His grace!

2. My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad
the honors of Thy name!
RefRain

Hallelujah, 
I will sing my great Redeemer’s praise!
3. Jesus, the name that charms our fears,
that bids our sorrows cease;
’tis music in the sinner’s ears,
’tis life, and health, and peace.
4. He breaks the power of canceled sin,
he sets the prisoner free;
his blood can make the foulest clean,
his blood availed for me. (RefRain)

5. He speaks and listening to His voice,
new life the dead receive,
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice,
the humble poor believe!
6. Hear Him, ye deaf,
his praise, ye dumb,
your loosened tongues employ;
ye blind behold your Savior come,
and leap, ye lame, for joy. (RefRain)

O, FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES  / C. Wesley; B. ChadWiCk

1. O, great is our God, 
So we should worship greatly
No song is too loud, 
No orchestra too stately
To hail the majesty of our King
So lift your voices loud as we sing!
2. O, great is our God, 
So let our songs be endless!
So awesome His ways, how could we 
Comprehend them?
So we will make it known to our kids
And we will sing 
About the gracious gifts You give!

ChoRus

We will sing Your praise, 
And pour forth Your fame
We will bless Your name, 
Let every one give thanks,
Because our God is great!
3. O, great is our God,
And we cannot contain it!
We sing from our souls,
Affected by His greatness!
His mercy covers all that He’s made
Showing His glory and His grace!

O, GREAT IS OUR GOD / The sing Team

Grace and peace
Grace and peace
Grace and peace to you
From God our Father
And the Lord Jesus Christ
And the Lord Jesus Christ
And the Lord Jesus Christ

GRACE AND PEACE / MUSIC: F. ORTEGA

PRAYER OF ADORATION
All: We give thanks to you, God our Father, 
for mercy that reaches out, for patience that waits our returning, 
for your love that is ever ready to welcome sinners.
We praise you that in Jesus Christ you came to us with forgiveness, 
and that, by your Holy Spirit, you move us to repent and receive your love.
Though we are sinners, you call us into your family and name us beloved.
You are faithful and worthy of all praise! Amen.  

SONGS OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Leader  Our faithful Father, 
 we pray with renewed hope “Let thy kingdom come.” 
 May we proclaim your kingdom with joy 
 not only with our lips but with our lives. 
 For this, O Lord, we pray:
All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader  Christ our Brother, 
 be with those who are far from home, 
 and help us to be your loving arms 
 of welcome to new people among us; 
 mark our lives with your radical hospitality. 
 May we realize our closest family 
 is the one you gather around your table. 
 For this, O Lord we pray:
All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Holy Spirit, our Comforter and Helper,
 we pray for those who are ill, 
 whose bodies and minds are bound by the curse of sin. 
 Heal their minds and hearts, 
 remind them of our resurrection hope, and restore their bodies. 
 May we lament with our hurting brothers and sisters 
 and seek your healing touch together.
 For this, O Lord, we pray:
All  Lord, hear our prayer.

COMMUNION
GUIDELINES: The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist. 
It is the family meal for those who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The invitation is from Jesus Christ alone, not from this church or any minister. If 
you are baptized and can call yourself a Christian, come to the table.
DIRECTIONS: When instructed, please come forward to receive Communion. Receive the  
bread and juice from the servers. Pre-packaged elements, which are gluten-free are available 
in the line closest to the stage. Participate as you feel comfortable.
CHILDREN: Children who are baptized, can profess faith in Jesus Christ in an age appropri-
ate manner, and have talked to a pastor or an elder may participate in communion.

COMMUNION PRAYERS FOR REFLECTION
For those searching: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. If what you 
claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and lead me to the reality of who you are. Give me 
not only understanding, but also an experience of your love and presence. Amen.
For faith and belief: Lord Jesus, I am weak and sinful, but you call me beloved and accept-
ed. I thank you for taking my place in death and offering forgiveness and renewal. I hear you 
calling, and so I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.
For those struggling with sin: Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my 
need, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, to ask for help, and to follow you faith-
fully in life. Amen.

Mercy shines like the sun in the morning
Chasing the dark into blue skies
Giving me hope for the day
A new song of praise
And mercy
It falls like the rain upon me
Taking away all my sorrows
Covering all of my shame
And now I can sing
Hallelujah
I’m washed in the blood of the Lamb
Hallelujah, I’m forgiven
Yes, I’m forgiven

MERCY / Ryan delmoRe



“To feast is to celebrate. Celebration is breaking out of 
the structures which hold us captive, whether they be the 
structures of our psyches, our institutions or our society.”

MADELEINE L’ENGLE | Walking on WateR

“The grace of God means something like: ‘Here is your 
life. You might never have been, but you are, because the 

party wouldn’t have been complete without you. Here 
is the world. Beautiful and terrible things will happen. 

Don’t be afraid. I am with you. Nothing can ever separate 
us. It’s for you I created the universe. I love you.’”

FREDERICK BUECHNER | Wishful thinking

“Feasting is not indulgence. It is God’s answer to death.”

MARVA J. DAWN | keeping the sabbath Wholly

“A Christian is one who is invited. Invited to what? To a 
shop? To take a walk? The Lord wants to tell us something 

more: You are invited to join in the feast, to the joy of 
being saved, to the joy of being redeemed, to the joy of 

sharing life with Christ… 
Opening the bottle of wine . . . that’s not a feast, it’s 
something else. You have to party with others, with 

family, with friends, with those who have been invited, 
as I was invited. Being Christian means belonging, 

belonging to this body, to the people that have been 
invited to the feast: this is Christian belonging...

The Church is not the Church only for good people. Do 
we want to describe who belongs to the Church, to this 

feast? The sinners. All of us sinners are invited.”

POPE FRANCIS | homily, 2013

J U LY  1 6 ,  2 0 2 3

O R D I NA RY  T I M E
(626) 653-6036 (voicemail or text)   |   info@gracepasadena.org   |   www.gracepasadena.org

Mailing/Office Address:
16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609
Pasadena, CA 91101

Music lyrics printed by permission: CCLI #2816052

Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version
© 2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers

Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Leader As you have been fed at this table, go to feed the hungry. 
 As you have been set free, go to set free the imprisoned. 
 As you have received, give.
 As you have heard, proclaim.
 And the blessing that you have received 
 from Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
 be always with you.
All Thanks be to God! Amen!

THE BENEDICTION & SENDING
God-Centered Worship – We seek to be transformed in worship as we experience the 
wonder of God and respond appropriately

Gospel-Driven Identity – We seek a personal experience of the gospel that both humbles 
us, and assures us that we are more deeply valued and loved by God than we can possibly 
imagine
Outward-Facing Community – We seek the betterment of our city as we extend God’s grace 
by loving our neighbors as ourselves

Kingdom-Minded Movement – We seek to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by creating 
community and global partnerships that can reach and serve those in need

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  V I S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  C O R E  VA L U E S

Grace Pasadena exists to Experience & Extend the life-giving grace of God
   •   As we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ
   •   In every sphere of life
   •   For our neighborhoods, city and the world

  A N N O U N C E M E N T  H I G H L I G H T S
• 7/17-7/21: Stellar VBS! Calling all children from 4 years old to 5th grade: join us for a 

week of journeying into space and learning what it means to shine Jesus’ light. 
For more information, email families@gracepasadena.org.

• 7/22:   Door of Hope Summer Carnival at Maranatha High School. Help serve lunch 
from 11am-1pm. Email mercy@gracepasadena.org to sign up or for more info.

Scan the QR code below for more details, other announcements and contact information!

Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;
praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen

DOXOLOGY / T. ken

SONGS OF RESPONSE & CELEBRATION

  T H E  C H U R C H  CA L E N DA R

We observe a season of Ordinary Time from Pentecost Sunday until the 
start of Advent. From the Latin “ordus” we look to the Spirit to re-order 
our lives according to the love of Jesus Christ. As the season of the Spirit, 
we especially remember the lives and actions of Jesus’ followers. We think 
about how the first Christians lived their lives, and how we should live 
ours today. This season of Ordinary Time takes up half the year and it 
doesn’t offer big exciting festivals such as Christmas or Easter. It is a season 
in which we learn to recognize the presence of God in the day-to-day. The 
color of the season is green, symbolizing new life.

Advent

ChristmAs

epiphAny

Lent

eAster

penteCost

Ordinary Time

   G I V I N G  &  B U D G E T
JAN-JUN ‘23* JUL ‘23*

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS  ___________________ $214,667 $18,856

BUDGETED GIVING  ______________________________ 249,000 44,000

DIFFERENCE  _____________________________________ -34,333 -25,144

* as of 7/14/2023; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

1. You were the Word at the beginning
One with God the Lord Most High
Your hidden glory in creation
Now revealed in You our Christ
ChoRus 1
What a beautiful Name it is
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a beautiful Name it is
Nothing compares to this
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus
2. You didn’t want heaven without us
So Jesus You brought heaven down
My sin was great, Your love was greater
What could separate us now?
ChoRus 2
What a wonderful Name it is
What a wonderful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a wonderful Name it is
Nothing compares to this
What a wonderful Name it is
The Name of Jesus

bRidge

Death could not hold You 
The veil tore before You 
You silence the boast of sin and grave
The heavens are roaring 
The praise of Your glory
For You are raised to life again
You have no rival, You have no equal 
Now and forever God You reign
Yours is the kingdom, Yours is the glory
Yours is the Name above all Names
ChoRus 3
What a powerful Name it is
What a powerful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a powerful Name it is
Nothing compares to this
What a powerful Name it is
The Name of Jesus

WHAT A BEAUTIFUL NAME / B. fielding; B. ligeRTWood


