
Leader Let us worship God, our light and our salvation. 
All The Lord is the stronghold of our lives.
Leader We desire to live in God’s house
 and to seek God in his holy temple.
All We have come with shouts of joy,
 to sing and to make music to the Lord.
Leader Let us worship God in spirit and in truth.
All Teach us your ways and make straight our paths 
 in this hour of worship and always.          —based on Ps. 27; Jn 4:23

CALL TO WORSHIP

MORNING MESSAGE             Justin Bailey
“The Diseased Imagination”

Sermon Series: The Sermon on the Mount

SCRIPTURE READING                                       Matthew 6:19-24 (ESV)

SONG OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will 
be full of light, 23 but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If 
then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!
24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, 
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
money.

Reader This is the Word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
All: Merciful God, 
in your gracious presence
we confess our sin and the sin of this world.
Although Christ is among us as our peace,
we are a people divided against ourselves
as we cling to the values of a broken world.
The profit and pleasures we pursue
lay waste the land and pollute the seas.
The fears and jealousies that we harbor
set neighbor against neighbor 
and nation against nation.
We abuse your good gifts 
of imagination and freedom, 
of intellect and reason, 
and turn them into bonds of oppression.
Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us.
Set us free to serve you in the world
as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. Amen.
(Silence is kept together.)

SONG OF ASSURANCE

WORDS OF COMFORT & PEACE
Leader Hear the good news: This saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 

that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and 
alive to all that is good. I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven.    —based on 1 Tim. 1:15; 1 Pt. 2:24  

All Thanks be to God!

GREETINGS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING
*During the offertory, we consider all that we have and all that God may be asking 
us to give. Please take this time to ask God how you might give of your financial gifts, 
personal time and even vocational calling. There are different ways to give. You may 
mail your offering to our office address: 16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609, Pasadena, CA 
91101; or give via our website: www.gracepasadena.org/give.

Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
Together         And also with you!
* Children ages 2 to 5th grade are invited to participate in our children’s program during the 
sermon; children return for Communion. Middle School students are also invited to join Pastor 
Ben for Sunday School.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

1. Be Thou my Vision,
O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me,
save that Thou art.
Thou my best thought, 
by day or by night;
Waking or sleeping, 
Thy presence my Light.
2. Be Thou my Wisdom, 
and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee 
and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, 
I Thy true Son;
Thou in me dwelling, 
and I with Thee one.

3. Riches I heed not, 
nor man’s empty praise;
Thou mine inheritance, 
now and always:
Thou and Thou only,
first in my heart;
High King of Heaven, 
my treasure Thou art.
4. High King of Heaven, 
my victory won,
May I reach Heaven’s joys, 
O bright Heaven’s sun!
Heart of my own heart, 
whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, 
O Ruler of all.

BE THOU MY VISION / Trans. Mary E. ByrnE

1. Holy Spirit, light divine
Shine upon this heart of mine
Chase the shades of night away 
Turn my darkness into day
Holy Spirit come, Holy Spirit come
Chorus

O Holy Spirit, presence of God
Giver of comfort, power and love
I give You my heart, light divine
2. Holy Spirit, power divine
Cleanse this guilty heart of mine
Long has sin without control
Held dominion o’er my soul
Holy Spirit come, Holy Spirit come

3. Holy Spirit, all divine
Dwell within this heart of mine
Cast down every idol throne
Reign supreme and reign alone
Holy Spirit come, Holy Spirit come

HOLY SPIRIT, LIGHT DIVINE / rooTs Worship CollECTivE

1. A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing;
our helper He, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not His equal
2. Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing,
were not the right Man on our side, 
the Man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth His name, 
from age to age the same;
and He must win the battle

3. And though this world, with devils 
filled, should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure, 
for lo, his doom is sure;
one little word shall fell him
4. That word above all earthly powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through Him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also;
the body they may kill; 
God’s truth abideth still,
his kingdom is forever!

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD / M. luThEr

1. Who am I that the highest King
would welcome me?
I was lost but He brought me in
Oh His love for me
Oh His love for me
Chorus 1
Who the Son sets free
Oh is free indeed
I’m a child of God, yes I am
2. Free at last, He has ransomed me
His grace runs deep
While I was a slave to sin
Jesus died for me
Yes He died for me

Chorus 2
Who the Son sets free
Oh is free indeed
I’m a child of God, yes I am
In my Father’s house
There’s a place for me
I’m a child of God, yes I am
Bridge
I am chosen, Not forsaken
I am who You say I am
You are for me, not against me
I am who You say I am

WHO YOU SAY I AM / B. FiElding & r. Morgan

PRAYER OF ADORATION
All: Loving God, we come to you in worship and thanksgiving.
You are greater than we can imagine;
open our eyes that we may see the wonderful truths
you have shown to us in Jesus.
You are more loving than our hearts can respond to;
help us to give ourselves to you in worship
so that we learn what you want us to be.
You are wiser than we can know; still our minds as we worship you
so that we can receive the words you are saying to us. 
Loving God, in Jesus you chose to come to the world in humility.
You chose the path the world saw as foolish.
You used what the world considered weak.
We worship and adore you. Amen.

SONGS OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Leader  Father of heaven, we pray for the world, created by your love, for 

its nations and leaders and peoples of every language and culture. 
Where there is conflict, bring your peace. Where there is division, 
bring your wholeness. Extend to all your mercy and peace. For this, 
O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Almighty Son, we pray for your Church, created for your glory, for 

its ministry to reflect your works of healing and reconciliation. We 
pray for Grace Pasadena and our City Groups. Give leaders and 
hosts rest this summer; raise up new ones for the fall; and make our 
groups places where we experience your grace deeply. Make us one 
as you and the Father are one. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Eternal Spirit, we pray for families and individuals, created in your 

image, for the lonely, the bereaved, the sick, and the dying. Bring 
comfort and relief to those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. 
Breathe on them the breath of life, and bring them to your healing 
and grace. Show us how might join you in your work of healing. For 
this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.

COMMUNION
GUIDELINES: The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist. 
It is the family meal for those who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The invitation is from Jesus Christ alone, not from this church or any minister. If you 
are baptized and can call yourself a Christian, come to the table.
DIRECTIONS: When instructed, please come forward to receive Communion. Receive the  
bread and juice from the servers. Pre-packaged elements, which are gluten-free are available 
in the line closest to the stage. Participate as you feel comfortable.
CHILDREN: Children who are baptized, can profess faith in Jesus Christ in an age appropriate 
manner, and have talked to a pastor or an elder may participate in communion.



“I believe I know that inwardly I shall be really clear 
and honest only when I have begun to take seriously 
the Sermon on the Mount. Here is set the only source 

of power capable of exploding the whole enchantment 
and specter [of Hitler and his rule] so that only a few 

burnt-out fragments are left remaining from the fireworks. 
The restoration of the church will surely come from a 
sort of new monasticism which has in common with 

the old only the uncompromising attitude of a life lived 
according to the Sermon on the Mount in the following 
of Christ. I believe it is now time to call people to this.”

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER | Letter to his Brother, 1935

“The imagination is the faculty that generates visions of 
what could be, that carries us beyond what is to what 
will be. It is crucial for a Christian understanding of 

discipleship because it is the faculty that casts a vision of 
the kingdom of God and thus orients us toward a telos, 
or goal, that pulls us forward and shapes our loves and 

longings.”

JAMES K.A. SMITH | Desiring the KingDom

“In very truth, a wise imagination, which is the presence 
of the spirit of God, is the best guide that man or woman 
can have; for it is not the things we see the most clearly 

that influence us the most powerfully.”

GEORGE MACDONALD | the imagination
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Leader Go out into the world in peace: have courage;
 hold on to what is good; return no one evil for evil; 
 help the suffering; honor all;
 love and serve the Lord,
 rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
 And the blessing of God Almighty,
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
 be upon you, and remain with you forever. Amen.

—based on 1 Cor.  16:13; 1 Thess. 5:13-22; 1 Pt. 2:17

All Thanks be to God! Amen!

THE BENEDICTION & SENDING

God-Centered Worship – We seek to be transformed in worship as we experience the 
wonder of God and respond appropriately

Gospel-Driven Identity – We seek a personal experience of the gospel that both humbles 
us, and assures us that we are more deeply valued and loved by God than we can possibly 
imagine
Outward-Facing Community – We seek the betterment of our city as we extend God’s grace 
by loving our neighbors as ourselves

Kingdom-Minded Movement – We seek to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by creating 
community and global partnerships that can reach and serve those in need

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  V I S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  C O R E  VA L U E S

Grace Pasadena exists to Experience & Extend the life-giving grace of God
   •   As we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ
   •   In every sphere of life
   •   For our neighborhoods, city and the world

  A N N O U N C E M E N T  H I G H L I G H T S
• 7/22:   Door of Hope Summer Carnival at Maranatha High School. Help serve lunch or 

station an activity/craft booth. Email mercy@gracepasadena.org to sign up or for 
more info.

  Scan the QR code below for more details, other announcements and contact information!

SONGS OF RESPONSE & CELEBRATION

COMMUNION PRAYERS FOR REFLECTION
For those searching: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. If what you 
claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and lead me to the reality of who you are. Give 
me not only understanding, but also an experience of your love and presence. Amen.
For faith and belief: Lord Jesus, I am weak and sinful, but you call me beloved and accept-
ed. I thank you for taking my place in death and offering forgiveness and renewal. I hear 
you calling, and so I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.
For those struggling with sin: Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my 
need, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, to ask for help, and to follow you faith-
fully in life. Amen.

Grace to you and peace from God our Father
Grace to you and peace from God our Father
And the Lord Jesus Christ
And the Lord Jesus Christ
And the Lord Jesus Christ

GRACE TO YOU AND PEACE / MusiC: F. orTEga 

  T H E  C H U R C H  CA L E N DA R

We observe a season of Ordinary Time from Pentecost Sunday until the 
start of Advent. From the Latin “ordus” we look to the Spirit to re-order 
our lives according to the love of Jesus Christ. As the season of the Spirit, 
we especially remember the lives and actions of Jesus’ followers. We think 
about how the first Christians lived their lives, and how we should live 
ours today. This season of Ordinary Time takes up half the year and it 
doesn’t offer big exciting festivals such as Christmas or Easter. It is a season 
in which we learn to recognize the presence of God in the day-to-day. The 
color of the season is green, symbolizing new life.

Advent

ChristmAs

epiphAny

Lent

eAster

penteCost

Ordinary Time

   G I V I N G  &  B U D G E T
JAN-MAY ‘23* JUN ‘23*

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS  ___________________ $175,041 $25,755

BUDGETED GIVING  ______________________________ 205,000 44,000

DIFFERENCE  _____________________________________ -29,959 -18,245

* as of 6/23/2023; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors


