
Leader All glorious God, we give you thanks: in your Son, Jesus Christ,
 you have given us every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms.
All You chose us, before the world was made,
 to be your holy people, without fault in your sight.
Leader You adopted us as your children in Christ. 
 You have set us free by his blood; you have forgiven our sins.
All You have made known to us your secret purpose,
 to bring heaven and earth into unity in Christ. 
Leader You have given us your Holy Spirit,
 the seal and pledge of our inheritance. 
All All praise and glory be yours, O God, for the richness of your grace, 
 for the splendor of your gifts, for the wonder of your love.   —from Eph. 1

CALL TO WORSHIP

SCRIPTURE READING         Genesis 25:19-27; 27:1-27 (ESV)

SONG OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

25:19 These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham fathered Isaac, 
20 and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the 
Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife. 21 And 
Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren. And the Lord granted 
his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22 The children struggled together 
within her, and she said, “If it is thus, why is this happening to me?” So she went 
to inquire of the Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, 
and two peoples from within you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than 
the other, the older shall serve the younger.” 24 When her days to give birth were 
completed, behold, there were twins in her womb. 25 The first came out red, all his 
body like a hairy cloak, so they called his name Esau. 26 Afterward his brother came 
out with his hand holding Esau’s heel, so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty 
years old when she bore them.
27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while 
Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling in tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his 
game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.
***
27:1 When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called 
Esau his older son and said to him, “My son”; and he answered, “Here I am.” 2 He 
said, “Behold, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. 3 Now then, take your 
weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me, 
4 and prepare for me delicious food, such as I love, and bring it to me so that I may 
eat, that my soul may bless you before I die.” 
5 Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when Esau 
went to the field to hunt for game and bring it, 6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I 
heard your father speak to your brother Esau, 7 ‘Bring me game and prepare for me 
delicious food, that I may eat it and bless you before the Lord before I die.’ 8 Now 
therefore, my son, obey my voice as I command you. 9 Go to the flock and bring 
me two good young goats, so that I may prepare from them delicious food for your 
father, such as he loves. 10 And you shall bring it to your father to eat, so that he 
may bless you before he dies.” 
11 But Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Behold, my brother Esau is a hairy man, 
and I am a smooth man. 12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be 
mocking him and bring a curse upon myself and not a blessing.” 13 His mother 
said to him, “Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, bring 
them to me.” 14 So he went and took them and brought them to his mother, and his 
mother prepared delicious food, such as his father loved.                  ( continued...)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
1. Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning 
our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
2. Holy, holy, holy! 
All the saints adore Thee,
casting down their golden crowns 
around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim 
falling down before Thee,
Who wert and art and evermore shall be

3. Holy, holy, holy! 
Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinful man 
Thy glory may not see,
only Thou art holy, 
there is none beside Thee;
perfect in power, in love and purity.
4. Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name 
in earth and sky and sea;
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY / R. HebeR

1. A thousand generations 
falling down in worship
To sing the song of ages to the Lamb 
And all who’ve gone before us 
and all who will believe
Will sing the song of ages to the Lamb
Your name is the highest
Your name is the greatest
Your name stands above them all
All thrones and dominions
All powers and positions
Your name stands above them all

Chorus 
And the angels cry, Holy
All creation cries, Holy
You are lifted high, Holy, Holy forever
Hear your people sing, Holy
To the King of Kings, Holy
You will always be, Holy, Holy forever 
2. If you’ve been forgiven 
and if you’ve been redeemed 
Sing the song forever to the Lamb
If you walk in freedom 
and if you bear His name
Sing the song forever to the Lamb
We’ll sing the song forever and amen

HOLY FOREVER / C. Tomlin

1. All throughout my history
Your faithfulness has walked beside me
The winter storms made way for spring
In every season, from where I’m standing
Chorus

I see the evidence of Your goodness
All over my life, all over my life
I see Your promises in fulfillment
All over my life, all over my life
2. Help me remember when I’m weak
Fear may come but fear will leave
You lead my heart to victory
You are my strength 
and You always will be

Bridge

See the cross, the empty grave
The evidence is endless
All my sin rolled away
Because of You, oh Jesus
ending

Why should I fear, the evidence is here

EVIDENCE / J. baldwin

SONGS OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

THE OFFERING & OFFERTORY
*During the offertory, we consider all that we have and all that God may be asking 
us to give. Please take this time to ask God how you might give of your financial gifts, 
personal time and even vocational calling. There are different ways to give. You may 
mail your offering to our office: 16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609, Pasadena, CA 91101; or 
give via our app (iOS and Android) or website: www.gracepasadena.org/give.

GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*If you’re visiting with us for the first time, please fill out an information card (available 
at the welcome table) and drop it into the offering box or give it to a church staff 
member. For more announcements, see the back of the bulletin or visit our website.

A PRAYER OF GENERAL THANKSGIVING 1. In God’s love there is freedom
There is pow’r in Jesus’ name
Filled with the hope of heaven
Nothing can take his love away 
(We’re) made alive in the Spirit
By the mercy of his grace
By his blood we’re forgiven
We no longer live in shame
Chorus

There is hope in the name of Jesus
There is power in his great love for us
There is hope in the name of Jesus
There is power in his great love for us

2. In God’s love we are chosen
Sons and Daughters of his grace
Born again in the Spirit
Firmly planted in our faith
(He) brought us out of the darkness
By his love we have been saved
We know the glory of heaven
Because He died and rose again
Bridge

Open the eyes of our hearts
That we may know
The mysteries of heaven
He has called us, He knows who we are
Jesus has shown
His power through the resurrection (x2)

HOPE IN THE NAME OF JESUS (eph. 1) / musiC: b. CHadwiCk; woRds: b. CHadwiCk, m. CHoi

All   Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants 
 give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness
 to us and to all whom you have made.
 We bless you for your creation, preservation, 
 and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love
 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
 for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
 And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
 that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
 not only with our lips, but in our lives,
 by giving up ourselves to your service,
 and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days;
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
 be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

WORDS OF COMFORT & PEACE
Leader “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God.”      — Eph. 2:8
All Thanks be to God!       

SONG OF ASSURANCE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
Together         And also with you!
* Children ages 2 to 5th grade are invited to participate in our children’s program during the 
sermon; children return for Communion.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

All   Holy God, you have given us many good gifts. Today we thank you for all 
of them, but we also confess that sometimes we love those gifts more than 
we love you. We confess wanting more and more:

 more food, clothes, toys, and money; more comfort, status, and security.
 We confess the ways we harm ourselves and our neighbor
 through our lying, cheating, and hoarding to get more.
 Forgive us for not being content and thankful. 
 Forgive us for not trusting you for our well-being. Forgive our selfishness.
 Help us to love you more than everything else. 
 Help us to love our neighbors as you love us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
 (silence is kept together)

Leader Caring God, we thank you for your gifts in creation: for your world, the 
heavens that tell of your glory; for our land, its beauty and resources. 

All  We pray for those who make decisions about the resources of the earth, 
that we may use your gifts responsibly; for those who work on land and 
sea, in city and in industry, that all may enjoy the fruits of their labors and 
marvel at your creation; for artists, scientists, and visionaries, that through 
their work we may see creation afresh.

Leader We thank you for giving us life; for all who enrich our experience. 
All We pray for all who through their own or others’ actions are deprived of 

fullness of life; for prisoners, refugees, those who are sick, and all on the 
margins; for those in politics, medical science, social and relief work, and 
for your church; for all who seek to bring life to others.            (continued...)

Leader We thank you for all you have made, for all you provide, for all the ways 
you sustain us, and for the redemption freely given in and through Jesus.

All  Give us thankful hearts, oh Lord!
Leader May your Word and sacrament strengthen us to love as you love us.
All God, our Creator, bring us new life. Jesus, Redeemer, renew us.
 Holy Spirit, strengthen and guide us. Amen.



“[The Bible is] a big book, full of big stories with big 
characters. They have big ideas (not least about themselves) 

and make big mistakes. It’s about God and greed and 
grace; about life, lust, laughter and loneliness. It’s about 

births, beginnings, and betrayal; about siblings, squabbles, 
and sex; about power and prayer and prison and passion. 

And that’s only Genesis.”

N.T. WRIGHT | simply Christian

“Jesus does not demand great action from us but simply 
surrender and gratitude.”

THERÈSE OF LISIEUX | story of a soul
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Leader Go in peace as the reaffirmed church of Jesus Christ.
All We go to be his body in a broken world.
Leader May the grace of God and the love of Christ go with you. 
 May you bless the world with the blessing you have received today.
All Thanks be to God! Amen!

THE BENEDICTION & SENDING

God-Centered Worship – We seek to be transformed in worship as we experience the 
wonder of God and respond appropriately

Gospel-Driven Identity – We seek a personal experience of the gospel that both humbles 
us, and assures us that we are more deeply valued and loved by God than we can possibly 
imagine
Outward-Facing Community – We seek the betterment of our city as we extend God’s grace 
by loving our neighbors as ourselves

Kingdom-Minded Movement – We seek to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by creating 
community and global partnerships that can reach and serve those in need

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  V I S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  C O R E  VA L U E S

Grace Pasadena exists to Experience & Extend the life-giving grace of God
   •   As we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ
   •   In every sphere of life
   •   For our neighborhoods, city and the world

  A N N O U N C E M E N T  H I G H L I G H T S
• TODAY: The Session of Grace Pasadena is calling a congregational meeting after 

the service for the purpose of voting for new church officers and leaders. 
Members will vote for elders, wise counselors, deacons, and deaconesses. 
(Regular attendees of Grace may attend the meeting but cannot vote.)

• 11/26: This is the last Sunday we’ll be collecting toys for the Door of Hope Christmas 
Festival. Help us sponsor 100 gifts! To participate, grab a ticket or two and 
instructions at the Mercy Table. Gifts can be dropped off a the Mercy Table. 

• 12/3: Save the date! Families are invited to pre-service Advent/Christmas 
celebration. More details to come!

• 12/17: Join us at our regular time (10am) for a special all-church worship service. 
• 12/24:  All are invited to a pre-service fellowship hour starting at 9am and the 

Christmas Eve service at 10am. More details to come!
• 12/31: No Sunday service
• 1/7/24: Sunday service resumes

SONGS OF RESPONSE & CELEBRATION

Grace to you and peace from God our Father
Grace to you and peace from God our Father
And the Lord Jesus Christ
And the Lord Jesus Christ
And the Lord Jesus Christ

GRACE TO YOU AND PEACE / musiC: F. oRTega 

   G I V I N G  &  B U D G E T
JAN-OCT ‘23* NOV ‘23*

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS  ___________________ $389,220 $12,352

BUDGETED GIVING  ______________________________ 425,000 44,000

DIFFERENCE  _____________________________________ -35,780 -31,648

* as of 11/16/2023; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

  T H E  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A  A P P
Use the app to listen to sermons, access an audio Bible, view and register for upcoming 
events (including City Groups), set up giving and more! Use the QR codes below.

For Android Phones For iOS Phones

*Looking for a way to love our neighbors? Consider joining the Park Ministry after the service.

*If you are in any kind of need, please email mercy@gracepasadena.org or talk to a deacon or 
other leader of Grace. You are not alone - we are here to help!

*Scan the QR code below for more details, other announcements and contact information!

MORNING MESSAGE            Marc Choi

“Receiving > Grasping”
Sermon Series: Genesis

COMMUNION
GUIDELINES: The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist. 
It is the family meal for those who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The invitation is from Jesus Christ alone, not from this church or any minister. If 
you are baptized and can call yourself a Christian, come to the table.
DIRECTIONS: When instructed, please come forward to receive Communion. Receive the  
bread and juice from the servers. Pre-packaged elements, which are gluten-free are available 
in the line closest to the stage. Participate as you feel comfortable.
CHILDREN: Children who are baptized, can profess faith in Jesus Christ in an age appropri-
ate manner, and have talked to a pastor or an elder may participate in communion.

15 Then Rebekah took the best garments of Esau her older son, which were with her 
in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. 16 And the skins of the young 
goats she put on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 17 And she put the 
delicious food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son 
Jacob. 18 So he went in to his father and said, “My father.” And he said, “Here I am. 
Who are you, my son?” 19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have 
done as you told me; now sit up and eat of my game, that your soul may bless me.  
20 But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son?” 
He answered, “Because the Lord your God granted me success.” 21 Then Isaac said 
to Jacob, “Please come near, that I may feel you, my son, to know whether you 
are really my son Esau or not.” 22 So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, who felt 
him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 
And he did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s 
hands. So he blessed him. 24 He said, “Are you really my son Esau?” He answered, 
“I am.” 25 Then he said, “Bring it near to me, that I may eat of my son’s game and 
bless you.” So he brought it near to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and 
he drank.
26 Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near and kiss me, my son.” 27 So he 
came near and kissed him. And Isaac smelled the smell of his garments and 
blessed him

Leader This is the word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God!


