
Leader God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.
All Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
     and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea.
Leader There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
   the holy place where the Most High dwells.
All God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day.
Leader Come and see what the Lord has done.
All He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth.
 He breaks the bow and shatters the spear.
Leader He says, “Be still, and know that I am God!”
All He will be exalted among the nations, 
 He will be exalted in the earth!             —from Psalm 46

CALL TO WORSHIP

MORNING MESSAGE        Brannin Pitre

“The Good, the Bad, and the Healing of the City”
Sermon Series: Genesis

SCRIPTURE READING                            Genesis 11:1-9 (ESV)

SONG OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as people 
migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 
3 And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thor-
oughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they said, 
“Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and 
let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole 
earth.” 5 And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children 
of man had built. 6 And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have 
all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing 
that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down 
and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another’s 
speech.” 8 So the Lord dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and 
they left off building the city. 9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there 
the Lord confused the language of all the earth. And from there the Lord dispersed 
them over the face of all the earth.

Leader This is the word of the Lord!
All  Thanks be to God!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
All  For the times we have lied to one another and the times we have been lied to;
 for the times we have laughed at another’s pain
 and the times we have been laughed at;
 for the times we have spoken when we should have remained silent 
 and the times we have remained silent when we should have spoken;
 for the ways we make a name for ourselves at the expense of others
 and the ways we fail to praise your name, 
 heal us, Jesus, Savior of the world. Amen.  
(Silence is kept together.)

SONG OF ASSURANCE

WORDS OF COMFORT & PEACE
Leader What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may 

increase? By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can 
we live in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were 
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, 
we too may live a new life. Be at peace!              —from Rom. 6

All Thanks be to God!       

1. In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light, my strength, my song
This Cornerstone, this solid ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My Comforter, my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand
2. In Christ alone, who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless Babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
‘Til on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live.

3. There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ
4. No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life’s first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
‘Til He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I stand.

IN CHRIST ALONE / S. Townend & K. GeTTy

1. Alas and did my Savior bleed?
And did my Sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred head
for such a worm as I?
2. Was it for crimes that I have done,
he groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity; Grace unknown!
And love beyond degree!

3. Well might the sun in darkness hide
and shut His glories in.
When Christ the mighty maker died
for man the creature’s sin.
4. But drops of grief can ne’er repay
the debt of love I owe:
Here Lord, I give myself away,
‘tis all that I can do.
Hallelujah, I’m forgiven.

AT THE CROSS / I. waTTS; B. ChadwICK

As we anticipate the reception of new members and the sacrament of baptism, let us 
remember our own baptisms and profess our faith. Church, in whom do you believe?
All I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
 by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 
 the Father Almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

New Members: Bryce Van Ross, Ian Wilkerson, Gale Salisian, Alan & Debbie Armes,  
     Tiffany Chan, Nate & Hannah LeFebre 
Baptizands:    Bryce Van Ross, Ian Wilkerson    
•  Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly deserv-

ing His displeasure, and without hope save in His sovereign mercy?
•  Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of sinners, 

and do you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the 
Gospel? 

•  Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the 
Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ?

•  Do you promise to support the church in its worship and work to the best of 
your ability? 

•  Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the church, and 
promise to study its purity and peace?

THE RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS & SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

1. A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing;
our helper He, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not His equal
2. Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing,
were not the right Man on our side, 
the Man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth His name, 
from age to age the same;
and He must win the battle

3. And though this world, with devils 
filled, should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure, 
for lo, his doom is sure;
one little word shall fell him
4. That word above all earthly powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through Him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also;
the body they may kill; 
God’s truth abideth still,
his kingdom is forever!

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD / M. LuTher

1. Worthy of every song 
we could ever sing
Worthy of all the praise 
we could ever bring
Worthy of every breath 
we could ever breathe
We live for You     
2. Jesus, the Name above 
every other name
Jesus, the only One 
who could ever save
Worthy of every breath 
we could ever breathe
We live for You, oh, we live for You

Chorus

Holy, there is no one like You
There is none beside You
Open up my eyes in wonder
Show me who You are and fill me
With Your heart and lead me 
In Your love to those around me  
Bridge

I will build my life upon Your love
It is a firm foundation 
I will put my trust in You alone
And I will not be shaken

BUILD MY LIFE  / M. redMan; P. BarreTT

SONGS OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

THE OFFERING & OFFERTORY
*During the offertory, we consider all that we have and all that God may be asking 
us to give. Please take this time to ask God how you might give of your financial gifts, 
personal time and even vocational calling. There are different ways to give. You may 
mail your offering to our office: 16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609, Pasadena, CA 91101; or 
give via our app (iOS and Android) or website: www.gracepasadena.org/give.

GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*If you’re visiting with us for the first time, please fill out an information card 
(available at the welcome table) and drop it into the offering box or give it to a 
church staff member. For more announcements, see the back of the bulletin or visit 
our website.

Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
Together         And also with you!
* Children ages 2 to 5th grade are invited to participate in our children’s program during the 
sermon; children return for Communion.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

PROFESSION OF FAITH - THE APOSTLES’ CREED

COMMUNION
GUIDELINES: The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist. 
It is the family meal for those who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The invitation is from Jesus Christ alone, not from this church or any minister. If 
you are baptized and can call yourself a Christian, come to the table.
DIRECTIONS: When instructed, please come forward to receive Communion. Receive the  
bread and juice from the servers. Pre-packaged elements, which are gluten-free are available 
in the line closest to the stage. Participate as you feel comfortable.
CHILDREN: Children who are baptized, can profess faith in Jesus Christ in an age appropri-
ate manner, and have talked to a pastor or an elder may participate in communion.

COMMUNION PRAYERS FOR REFLECTION
For those searching: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. If what you 
claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and lead me to the reality of who you are. Give me 
not only understanding, but also an experience of your love and presence. Amen.
For faith and belief: Lord Jesus, I am weak and sinful, but you call me beloved and accept-
ed. I thank you for taking my place in death and offering forgiveness and renewal. I hear you 
calling, and so I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.
For those struggling with sin: Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my 
need, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, to ask for help, and to follow you faith-
fully in life. Amen.



“Christians should seek to live in the city, not to use the 
city to build great churches, but to use the resources of the 

church to seek a great, flourishing city.”

TIM KELLER | Center ChurCh 

“Dull, inert cities, it is true, do contain the seeds of their 
own destruction and little else. But lively, diverse, intense 
cities contain the seeds of their own regeneration, with 
energy enough to carry over for problems and needs 

outside themselves.” 
***

“[Cities] are not like suburbs, only denser. They differ from 
towns and suburbs in basic ways, and one of these is that 

cities are, by definition, full of strangers.”

JANE JACOBS | 
the death and Life of great ameriCan Cities

Q:  “How do you know yourself to be a son of God in fact 
as well as in name?”

A: “Because I am baptized in the name of God the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

JOHN CALVIN | the strasBourg CateChism
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O R D I NA RY  T I M E
(626) 653-6036 (voicemail or text)   |   info@gracepasadena.org   |   www.gracepasadena.org

Mailing/Office Address:
16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609
Pasadena, CA 91101

Music lyrics printed by permission: CCLI #2816052

Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version
© 2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers

Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Leader Go and love as you have been loved! Seek the welfare of the city 
where the Lord has placed you, and pray on its behalf, for in its 
welfare you will find your welfare.       – based on Jeremiah 29:7

All Thanks be to God! Amen!

THE BENEDICTION & SENDING

God-Centered Worship – We seek to be transformed in worship as we experience the 
wonder of God and respond appropriately

Gospel-Driven Identity – We seek a personal experience of the gospel that both humbles 
us, and assures us that we are more deeply valued and loved by God than we can possibly 
imagine
Outward-Facing Community – We seek the betterment of our city as we extend God’s grace 
by loving our neighbors as ourselves

Kingdom-Minded Movement – We seek to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by creating 
community and global partnerships that can reach and serve those in need

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  V I S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  C O R E  VA L U E S

Grace Pasadena exists to Experience & Extend the life-giving grace of God
   •   As we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ
   •   In every sphere of life
   •   For our neighborhoods, city and the world

  A N N O U N C E M E N T  H I G H L I G H T S
• 10/22: Tonight! College Reformation Costume Party at 7pm! College-aged students 

are invited to come dressed to protest and enjoy food, trivia, and other good 
fun. See Pastor Ben for more information.

• 10/27:  Youth Group Costume Party at 7pm. Get your best costume on and compete 
for least scariest, punniest, funniest, or weirdest costume. Invite friends! See 
Pastor Ben for more information.

• 11/5: Last day to bring Thanksgiving boxes for Olive Crest to church.
• 11/19: The Session of Grace Pasadena is calling a congregational meeting on 11/19 

after the service for the purpose of voting for new church officers and leaders. 
Members will vote for elders, wise counselors, deacons, and deaconesses. 
Bios of the candidates will be available starting on 10/22. (Regular attendees 
of Grace are welcomed to attend the meeting but cannot vote.)

• 11/26: We’re helping sponsor a toy store at the Door of Hope Christmas Festival. All 
toy donations will be collected by 11/26. More info to come!

SONGS OF RESPONSE & CELEBRATION

Lord, early in the morning
We cry unto You
In You there is light, when I cannot see
In You there is love, patience and peace
Lord, I do not understand Your ways
But You know the way for me

BONHOEFFER’S PRAYER / MuSIC: BIfroST arTS

Grace to you and peace from God our Father
Grace to you and peace from God our Father
And the Lord Jesus Christ
And the Lord Jesus Christ
And the Lord Jesus Christ

GRACE TO YOU AND PEACE / MuSIC: f. orTeGa 

  T H E  C H U R C H  CA L E N DA R
We observe a season of Ordinary Time from Pentecost Sunday until the 
start of Advent. From the Latin “ordus” we look to the Spirit to re-order 
our lives according to the love of Jesus Christ. As the season of the Spirit, 
we especially remember the lives and actions of Jesus’ followers. We think 
about how the first Christians lived their lives, and how we should live ours 
today. This season of Ordinary Time takes up half the year and it doesn’t 
offer big exciting festivals such as Christmas or Easter. It is a season in 
which we learn to recognize the presence of God in the day-to-day. The 
color of the season is green, symbolizing new life.

Advent

ChristmAs

epiphAny

Lent

eAster

penteCost

Ordinary Time

   G I V I N G  &  B U D G E T
JAN-SEP ‘23* OCT ‘23*

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS  ___________________ $349,036 $17,257

BUDGETED GIVING  ______________________________ 381,000 44,000

DIFFERENCE  _____________________________________ -31,964 -26,743

* as of 10/19/2023; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

Every step of the way
I found grace
If I lead or follow change my pace
I get tired lose my way
My lord he knows me every step of the way
My lord he knows me every step of the way

EVERY STEP OF THE WAY / M. STaPLeS; J. Tweedy

  T H E  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A  A P P
Use the app to listen to sermons, access an audio Bible, view and register for upcoming 
events (including City Groups), set up giving and more! Use the QR codes below.

For Android Phones For iOS Phones

If you are in any kind of need, please email mercy@gracepasadena.org or talk to a deacon or 
other leader of Grace. You are not alone; we are here to help!

Scan the QR code below for more details, other announcements and contact information!


