
Leader Let us call to mind the reason for our hope:
 Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, 
 for his compassions never fail. 
 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
 I say, “The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.”
All The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, 
 to the one who seeks him!                          —from Lam. 3:21-26, NIV

CALL TO WORSHIP

MORNING MESSAGE       Brannin Pitre

“Sin and Grace”
Sermon Series: Genesis

SCRIPTURE READING                Genesis 4:1-15

SONG OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have 
gotten a man with the help of the Lord.” 2 And again, she bore his brother Abel. 
Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3 In the course 
of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel 
also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had 
regard for Abel and his offering, 5 but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. 
So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6 The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you 
angry, and why has your face fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? 
And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to 
you, but you must rule over it.”
8 Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up 
against his brother Abel and killed him. 9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is 
Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10 And the 
Lord said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me 
from the ground. 11 And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened 
its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you work the 
ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a 
wanderer on the earth.” 13 Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than 
I can bear. 14 Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from 
your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and 
whoever finds me will kill me.” 15 Then the Lord said to him, “Not so! If anyone 
kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the Lord put a mark 
on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him.

Leader This is the word of the Lord!
All  Thanks be to God!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
All: Holy and merciful God, 
in your presence we confess
our sinfulness, our shortcomings, 
and our offenses against you.
You alone know how often we have sinned
in wandering from your ways,
in wasting your gifts,
in turning away from our brothers and sisters, 
in forgetting your love.
Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we are ashamed.
Forgive our sins, and help us to live in your light
and walk in your ways, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.  
(Silence is kept together.)

SONG OF ASSURANCE

WORDS OF COMFORT & PEACE
Leader Brothers and sisters, sin is crouching at the door. But, fear not! Jesus 

Christ is the Lion of Judah, the one who has conquered sin and death. 
And he is the Good Shepherd who lays his life down for us so that we 
may have life and have it abundantly. Turn to him, receive his grace, 
and be at peace!        — based on Gen 4:7; Rev. 5:5; Jn. 10:10

All Thanks be to God!       

1. A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing;
our helper He, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not His equal
2. Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing,
were not the right Man on our side, 
the Man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth His name, 
from age to age the same;
and He must win the battle

3. And though this world, with devils 
filled, should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure, 
for lo, his doom is sure;
one little word shall fell him
4. That word above all earthly powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through Him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also;
the body they may kill; 
God’s truth abideth still,
his kingdom is forever!

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD / M. Luther

SONGS OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

Mercy shines like the sun in the morning
Chasing the dark into blue skies
Giving me hope for the day
A new song of praise
And mercy, it falls like the rain upon me
Taking away all my sorrows
Covering all of my shame
And now I can sing
Hallelujah
I’m washed in the blood of the Lamb
Hallelujah, I’m forgiven
Yes, I’m forgiven

MERCY / ryan DeLMore

THE OFFERING & OFFERTORY
*During the offertory, we consider all that we have and all that God may be asking 
us to give. Please take this time to ask God how you might give of your financial gifts, 
personal time and even vocational calling. There are different ways to give. You may 
mail your offering to our office: 16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609, Pasadena, CA 91101; or 
give via our app (iOS and Android) or website: www.gracepasadena.org/give.

GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*If you’re visiting with us for the first time, please fill out an information card 
(available at the welcome table) and drop it into the offering box or give it to a 
church staff member. For more announcements, see the back of the bulletin or visit 
our website.

Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
Together         And also with you!
* Children ages 2 to 5th grade are invited to participate in our children’s program during the 
sermon; children return for Communion.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

PRAYER OF PRAISE & ADORATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader Father of all mercies, free us from our anger at those who have failed 

and offended us. Move us to make amends with those whom we have 
failed and offended. Remake us with your forgiveness. For this, O 
Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Gentle Savior, please bring peace to our city, country, and world. 

Fill your people with gracious words and deeds. We pray for all our 
elected officials; may they govern with your wisdom. We pray for the 
mayor of Pasadena, Victor Gordo; our governor, Gavin Newsom; and 
our president, Joe Biden. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader  Spirit of compassion, raise the fallen, cheer the faint, heal the sick, 

and lead all who have lost their way. We pray for those who grieve 
and we grieve with them. (silence) For this, O Lord, we pray:

All Lord, hear our prayer. We pray all this in the name of Jesus. Amen.

1. Christ, of all my hopes the ground,
Christ, the spring of all my joy,
Still in Thee may I be found,
Still for Thee my powers employ.
Still for Thee my powers employ.
2. Let Thy love my heart inflame,
Keep Thy fear before my sight,
Be Thy praise my highest aim,
Be Thy smile my chief delight!
Be Thy smile my chief delight!
3. When affliction clouds my sky,
And the wintry tempests blow,
Let Thy mercy beaming eye
Sweetly cheer the night of woe.
Sweetly cheer the night of woe.

4. When new triumphs of Thy name,
Swell the raptured songs above,
May I feel a kindred flame,
Full of zeal and full of love!
Full of zeal and full of love!
5. Life’s best joy, to see Thy praise,
Fly on wings of Gospel light,
Leading on millennial days,
Scattering all the shades of night!
Scattering all the shades of night!
6. Fountain of o’erflowing grace,
Freely from Thy fullness give;
Till I close my earthly race,
May I prove it “Christ to live!
May I prove it “Christ to live!

CHRIST, OF ALL MY HOPES THE GROUND / C. WesLey

1. In God’s love there is freedom
There is pow’r in Jesus’ name
Filled with the hope of heaven
Nothing can take his love away 
(We’re) made alive in the Spirit
By the mercy of his grace
By his blood we’re forgiven
We no longer live in shame
Chorus

There is hope in the name of Jesus
There is power in his great love for us
There is hope in the name of Jesus
There is power in his great love for us
2. In God’s love we are chosen
Sons and Daughters of his grace
Born again in the Spirit
Firmly planted in our faith
(He) brought us out of the darkness
By his love we have been saved
We know the glory of heaven
Because He died and rose again

Bridge

Open the eyes of our hearts
That we may know
The mysteries of heaven
He has called us 
He knows who we are
Jesus has shown
His power through the resurrection (x2)

HOPE IN THE NAME OF JESUS (eph. 1) / MusiC: B. ChaDWiCk; WorDs: B. ChaDWiCk, M. Choi

COMMUNION
GUIDELINES: The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist. 
It is the family meal for those who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The invitation is from Jesus Christ alone, not from this church or any minister. If 
you are baptized and can call yourself a Christian, come to the table.
DIRECTIONS: When instructed, please come forward to receive Communion. Receive the  
bread and juice from the servers. Pre-packaged elements, which are gluten-free are available 
in the line closest to the stage. Participate as you feel comfortable.
CHILDREN: Children who are baptized, can profess faith in Jesus Christ in an age appropri-
ate manner, and have talked to a pastor or an elder may participate in communion.



The Bible defines sin as craving something more than 
God. Sin is making something more important than God.

TIM KELLER
 

The Bible presents sin by way of major concepts, 
principally lawlessness and faithlessness expressed in an 

array of images: sin is the missing of a target, a wandering 
from the path, a straying from the fold. Sin is a hard 

heart and a stiff neck. Sin is blindness and deafness. It is 
both the overstepping of a line and the failure to reach 
it – both transgression and shortcoming. Sin is a beast 
crouching at the door. In sin, people attack or evade or 

neglect their divine calling.

CORNELIUS PLANTINGA
Not the Way it’s supposed to Be

 

Remorse for sin does have a place in the Christian life, 
but we should be very sure what function it serves. Guilt 

should drive us to the cross, but grace must lead us 
from it. Guilt makes us seek Christ, but gratitude should 

make us serve Him. Guilt should lead to confession, 
but without a response of love as the motive of renewed 

obedience, true repentance never matures.

Bryan Chapell | holiNess By graCe
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Leader Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all 
that you do be done in love. When you are weak or feel the weight 
of sin and evil, remember what Jesus has said: “I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.”        —1 Cor. 16:13-14, Mt. 28:20

All Thanks be to God! Amen!

THE BENEDICTION & SENDING

God-Centered Worship – We seek to be transformed in worship as we experience the 
wonder of God and respond appropriately

Gospel-Driven Identity – We seek a personal experience of the gospel that both humbles 
us, and assures us that we are more deeply valued and loved by God than we can possibly 
imagine
Outward-Facing Community – We seek the betterment of our city as we extend God’s grace 
by loving our neighbors as ourselves

Kingdom-Minded Movement – We seek to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by creating 
community and global partnerships that can reach and serve those in need

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  V I S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  C O R E  VA L U E S

Grace Pasadena exists to Experience & Extend the life-giving grace of God
   •   As we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ
   •   In every sphere of life
   •   For our neighborhoods, city and the world

  A N N O U N C E M E N T  H I G H L I G H T S
• 10/8: Adult Discipleship Seminars! This fall, we’re exploring the different genres of 

Scripture and how knowing the genres can deepen our understanding of God’s 
words to us and its beauty. The three remaining seminars will meet on 10/8, 
10/15, and 10/22. We meet at 8:45am in the Cliff Benedict Room. See Pastor 
Marc for more information.

• 10/15: Interested in our Park Ministry and in others ways to love our city? Join 
others for lunch at the church office after the service at 12:30. Email                          
mercy@gracepasadena.org for more information.

• 10/21: Women’s Fall Retreat from 9am-6pm. Email women@gracepasadena.org for more 
information about the retreat. 

• 10/22: College Reformation Costume Party at 7pm! College-aged students are invited 
to come dressed to protest and enjoy food, trivia, and other good fun. See 
Pastor Ben for more information.

• 10/27: Youth Group Costume Party at 7pm. Get your best costume on and compete for 
least scariest, punniest, funniest, or weirdest costume. Invite friends! See Pastor 
Ben for more information.

If you are in any kind of need, please email mercy@gracepasadena.org or talk to a deacon or 
other leader of Grace. You are not alone; we are here to help!

Scan the QR code below for more details, other announcements and contact information!

1. Jesus, King of glory, be
The key of truth that sets me free
A treasure to the poor man’s soul
A weary sinner’s only hope

Chorus

And I’m falling down
Yes, I’m falling down
Lord, I’m falling down before You now
2. You make the broken heart to sing
With ears to hear and eyes to see
You crown the humble with Your love
And through Your blood 
Our healing comes

3. Sometimes our hearts get sick
And our dreams turn to dust
But this road You lead us on
Is where faith turns to trust
Who will I trust?
Who will I trust?
Lord, I trust in You

FALLING DOWN / r. DeLMore

SONGS OF RESPONSE & CELEBRATION

   G I V I N G  &  B U D G E T
JAN-AUG ‘23* SEP ‘23*

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS  ___________________ $304,199 $33,085

BUDGETED GIVING  ______________________________ 337,000 44,000

DIFFERENCE  _____________________________________ -32,801 -10,915

* as of 9/28/2023; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

  T H E  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A  A P P
Use the app to listen to sermons, access an audio Bible, view and register for upcoming 
events (including City Groups), set up giving and more! Use the QR codes below.

For Android Phones For iOS Phones

1. You were the Word at the beginning
One with God the Lord Most High
Your hidden glory in creation
Now revealed in You our Christ
Chorus 1
What a beautiful Name it is
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a beautiful Name it is
Nothing compares to this
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus
2. You didn’t want heaven without us
So Jesus You brought heaven down
My sin was great, Your love was greater
What could separate us now?
Chorus 2
What a wonderful Name it is
What a wonderful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a wonderful Name it is
Nothing compares to this
What a wonderful Name it is
The Name of Jesus

Bridge

Death could not hold You 
The veil tore before You 
You silence the boast of sin and grave
The heavens are roaring 
The praise of Your glory
For You are raised to life again
You have no rival, You have no equal 
Now and forever God You reign
Yours is the kingdom, Yours is the glory
Yours is the Name above all Names
Chorus 3
What a powerful Name it is
What a powerful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a powerful Name it is
Nothing compares to this
What a powerful Name it is
The Name of Jesus

WHAT A BEAUTIFUL NAME / B. FieLDing; B. LigertWooD


