
Good News to the Poor 
Group Study Guide


Gospel of Luke Series


Main text: Luke 4:14-21

Supporting texts: Isaiah 61:1-2, Isaiah 58:6


In Luke 4:14-21, we see the beginning of Jesus’ ministry in which he, full 
of the Spirit, goes to synagogue on the Sabbath and he reads a prophecy 
from Isaiah.  The explosive part comes when he claims that “Today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  The prophecy acts as a kind of 
mission statement for the ministry of Jesus: good news for the poor, 
prisoners and oppressed freed, eyes of the blind opened, and year of the 
Lord’s favor.   


Questions: 
• Luke 4:16 tells us that Jesus went to synagogue on the Sabbath, “as 

was his custom”.  Have you ever thought about how many Synagogue 
sermons Jesus probably disagreed with? And yet he still went.  Have 
you ever disagreed with a sermon and withdrawn from church?  What 
keeps you coming back? 


• Jesus quotes from Isaiah 61 that “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.” Why 
do you think Jesus singled out the poor as uniquely positioned to hear 
the good news?


• When Jesus talks of freeing prisoners and the oppressed and of opening 
blind eyes, what do you think he means? 


• Jesus quotes the first half of Isaiah 61:2, “to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor,” but he leaves off the second half of that sentence, "and the 
day of vengeance of our God.”  Why do you think he does this? 


• Do you feel like your understanding of God is rooted more in his 
goodness and favor or his vengeance and wrath?  


