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L.ove in Action, the Gospel Continues
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Looking back on this year’s mission trip to Honduras,
our hearts are filled with gratitude. We thank God for
His abundant grace, and we thank every coworker,
intercessor, and supporter who has walked with us in
unity on this journey of missions. The path of missions
is not without challenges, yet time and again we have
witnessed faith, courage, and love shining through
difficulties—testifying to God’s wondrous works.
During this summer’s mission in Honduras, we saw
with our own eyes how God’s hand was at work. Six
short-term mission teams visited 23 churches, serving
alongside local brothers and sisters from the
Compassion Ministry, reaching about 2,750 children
and adults. In addition to visiting seven prisons—
where we shared the gospel with more than 2,000
inmates and witnessed over 300 decisions for Christ—
we also carried out a variety of ministries: we held
Vacation Bible School (VBS) programs for children,
helping them know Jesus through games, songs, and
Bible stories, and experience the love and joy that
come from God; we provided medical services,
offering basic health checks and medicine to meet
physical needs and demonstrate Christ’s compassion;
we visited families in need throughout the
community, praying with them and bringing God’s
comfort and hope through our actions; we also
helped with the repair and renovation of local
churches, strengthening places of worship so they
can continue to serve as beacons of spiritual renewal
and hope in their communities; and throughout it all,
we kept sharing the gospel, bringing the message of
salvation through Jesus Christ to every seeking heart.
Every smile, every prayer, and every moment of
service was a living testimony of God’s love and grace.
These experiences remind us that missions are not
only about “going out,” but about “living out” our
faith. Every participant—whether serving in person,
giving financially, or praying from afar—plays a vital
role in proclaiming the gospel through action. God
does not call the perfect, but those who are willing to
obey and serve. Because of your faithfulness and
passion, we have seen His glory revealed throughout
the world.

Looking ahead, may we continue to walk with joyful
and humble hearts, allowing God to use every step of
obedience to bring His light and love to the nations.
Together, let us witness each life that is touched, each
heart that is renewed, and every story transformed by
the power of the gospel.
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SINCERE VOICES FROM HONDURAS
REHAMUTBWERLE

A Testimony of God’s Faithiulness
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In August 2024, we began our work with District
Compassion Ministries with a clear calling: to bring
the Gospel to those who need it most—especially
children and youth. From the start, our heart was to
evangelize and disciple the next generation.
In March 2025, our appointment was officially
confirmed by the General Assembly. Though we
had many plans, financial resources were scarce,
and some doors began to close. Still, we trusted
that if the work is from God, He will open doors—
and He did, abundantly.
When the Central Office in Guatemala informed us
that no support teams would come to Honduras, |
simply prayed, “Father, let Your will be done,” not
knowing that God had something far greater
prepared.
Soon after, we received a visit from LIVING HOPE,
and from that moment, doors began to open. It
was a divine appointment that led to real
transformation.
Since then, God has allowed us to:

. Host 6 mission teams

. Serve and evangelize 2,765 people

. Reach 23 communities and 23 churches

« Sponsor 50 children with food and discipleship
The unity between our local team and visiting
missionaries has been remarkable. Together, we’ve
given up comfort and time—convinced this is God’s
mission.
Special thanks to Pastor Begardo Bardales, our
District Superintendent, for his leadership and
servant heart.
Above all, we thank God—for His mercy, His
provision, and for letting us serve. This is just the
beginning. To Him be the glory!
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By Dr. Yuri Vladimir Mayes Cisneros
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HEARTFELT WORDS FROM SHORT-TERM MISSIONS IN MAY
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Abounding Grace and Overilowing Blessings
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| have spent the past 15+ years traveling to
Honduras and leading Mission Trips through the
Nazarene Church. It has become a second home to
me. This past trip was an incredible experience as |
got to help lead 21 people to minister to the people
of Honduras.

As a Pastor, | know that this can be a
transformational experience for people if they will
just lean in. This trip proved to be just that. The
stories that have emerged from our team’s
experiences partnering with both Living Hope and
the Church of the Nazarene have been incredible.
Witnessing some of our people share their
testimonies in the prison and come alongside those
in need in the communities surrounding the
Tegucigalpa area was a total gift. And to get to do
that alongside incredible Honduran leaders and
pastors... that is priceless.

Honduras continues to be the gift that keeps

giving. | am so grateful to Jesus for His power that

was so evident on this trip. He gets all the glory!

By Pastor Andrea Michelle Sawtelle
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HEARTFELT WORDS FROM SHORT-TERM MISSIONS IN MAY

EFABEEDIE

Returning Grace with Grace; Grace upon Grace

DRZEE, BLEmZ

First of all, being able to go on my first missions
trip with partnered leadership from Living Hope
(the organization | was adopted through) and
Immanuel Church (where I’ve seen God grow me
so much the past few years) has made this trip
kind of a full-circle moment for me. | knew |
couldn’t pass up the opportunity to serve
alongside Samuel, who God used to give me a
second chance at life, and Andrea, who God has
used and is still using to grow and challenge my
faith.

For me, saying yes to serving has always been
easy, but this trip has helped me gain a greater
sense of humility when it comes to serving;
learning to lay down my agenda or how | think
things would best be done to make way for
what is truly best and being flexible and willing
to do whatever is needed at the time. | loved
getting to see our team work with the Honduran
team, and that we each had our unique talents
and gifts that we were able to use throughout
the week to serve God, and that we were able to
do so despite our cultural differences and the
language barrier.

This trip has given me a greater sense of
community and created long-lasting friendships
among such an amazing team, and | loved that
so many of us were experiencing our first

international missions trip together.

By Kamryn Janae Lifan Schettig
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HEARTFELT WORDS FROM SHORT-TERM MISSIONS IN MAY

EFABEEDIE

Where My Soul Returns, Where Joy Was Found
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I’m not quite sure how to put into words
what my week in Honduras meant to me in
a sentence! | learned that the purest joy
for me comes when | am in the presence
of God and other Christians, regardless of
the environment around me. | developed a
larger community/family of Christians
within our church and around the world,
and my perspective on things | thought |
wanted/needed in life has changed. | have
been chasing the feeling | had in Honduras
ever since | got home, and I'm looking
more and

forward to diving into this

seeing what God has planned for me.

By Rebecca Lynn Douglas
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HEARTFELT WORDS FROM SHORT-TERM MISSIONS IN MAY
EAEELDE

A Testimony of LLove: The Liie-Mark of Honduras
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Honduras captured my heart with its
vibrant beauty, loving culture, and, most
of all, its incredible people. We
experienced a deep sense of love and
unity through every interaction. From
worshiping with prisoners to forming
sweet connections with the children,
every moment was a reminder of the
boundless presence of the Holy Spirit and
the unity of the church despite language
or prison barriers. Honduras holds a
special place in my heart and left a

lasting impact on my soul.
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HEARTFELT WORDS FROM SHORT-TERM MISSIONS IN MAY
EAEELE

Because of His Love, I'm Willing to Go Farther

FHEEE, HEESED

. s 8 \\\_\\.
s W
2 :} \ \\ RS

This
Serving at the medical

trip to Honduras was so touching.
tables doing BMI
checks gave me a front-row seat to the joy
and gratitude in the children’s smiles — even
the felt

meaningful. 1t was powerful to witness how

smallest interactions deeply

much we could accomplish together, from
finishing church roofs to providing medicine,
and most importantly, sharing the love of
Jesus with both children and their families.
One of the most touching moments was
visiting the prison — though | was initially
| felt the peace of God fill the
courtyard as the inmates worshiped with such

nervous,

freedom and passion. This trip reminded me
how much we take for granted, and how
planting even one seed can ripple out to
change lives. I’'m so thankful to have been
part of this mission — and | know this won’t

be the last.

By Pheben Christine Danicl
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HEARTFELT WORDS FROM SHORT-TERM MISSIONS IN MAY

EREELIE

Repairing with Hands, Blessing with the Heart
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The mission trip we took to Honduras was
inspiring and meaningful. Opening myself
up to God’s voice by being His hands and
feet helps me to draw closer to Him and
fills my heart with joy. Sharing the love of
God with His people wherever they are in
the world is what He calls us to do, and |

am glad that | was able to bless people

with my hands by repairing the church roof.

By Scott Edward Kallatch
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HEARTFELT WORDS FROM SHORT-TERM MISSIONS IN MAY

EAEEDE

A Young Heart, A Great God Encountered
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I’m only 14, but going on this trip has
been a life-changing experience. | never
thought God would move as much as He
did, and | hope He doesn’t stop.

| felt scared coming into the trip being
so young, but | was surrounded by an
amazing team who helped me realize I’'m
not alone. The impact we made each day
was so amazing to see, and it just makes
us realize how much we take for granted
back in the US.

got to go on this trip with an amazing

| am so grateful that |

group and hope to come back in future

years.

By Mercy Evangeline Miller
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HEARTFELT WORDS FROM SHORT-TERM MISSIONS IN MAY

EAEELE

One Trip, A Liiclong Calling
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For me, being on this trip meant that |
got the closure that God was calling me
to do, and that was being a missionary
and doing God's work. | have yet to
know where God will set me in His
work. It might be Honduras or it might

not, but either way, I’m excited for it!
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By Mecgan Ayala Delgado
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You make known to me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy;
at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
(Psalms 16:11 ESV)
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HEARTFELT WORDS FROM SHORT-TERM MISSIONS IN JUNE

NBEELE

Mission T'rips that Inspire Families and Build IFaith
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This year marked my second time bringing my
daughter on a mission trip to Honduras. We
thought we were going to give—offering the
gospel,
prisoners. But to our surprise, we were the ones

serving children, and even visiting
deeply moved and blessed. In prison, the heartfelt
praise of the inmates, their bold acceptance of
Christ, and their prayers over us revealed the
powerful work of the Holy Spirit.

Watching children from different cultures joyfully
unite—in games, service, worship, and even during
blackouts—showed us a glimpse of heaven on
earth. The joy of serving together was reflected in
various activities such as sharing the gospel,
performing puppet shows, leading children's
worship songs, and teaching kids how to do crafts.

Leaving our comfort zones to serve was not a
sacrifice—it was an invitation. An invitation to
experience God's peace, joy, and power in
unexpected ways. These moments were not just
memories; they became markers of transformation.
For us, and especially for the young ones, such trips
leave a lifelong impact, rooting their faith not just

in words, but in action and encounter.
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HEARTFELT WORDS FROM SHORT-TERM MISSIONS IN JUNE

NABEELDIE

Faith Deepened in Honduras
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My name is Jana Liu, and | am a tenth grader. This
was my second time going on this missionary trip
because | went last year—and it was during that
trip that | got baptized. That
impactful this missionary trip is. This year’s trip
was still just as meaningful and eye-opening.

| especially remember one girl—we had been
happily playing together earlier, but when we
visited her home, we found out that her family
was going to be evicted soon. After leaving, |
cried alongside my friend, Grace, because there
was nothing more we could do to help them in
that situation.

That’s why this missionary trip is so important.
We do what we can to help Honduras and its
people by sharing God’s Word and spreading the
Gospel. This trip was also a time of spiritual
growth, reminding me of God’s grace and mercy
toward the prisoners we visited; that hope is real;
that the children are the future of Honduras; and
that not only I, but everyone here, is truly
blessed.

This trip offers a special opportunity not only to
serve others but also to witness God’s work
firsthand. No matter how many times | go, | will
always be humbled awestruck by the

shows how

and

experience of the Honduras mission work.

By Jana Liu
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HEARTFELT WORDS FROM SHORT-TERM MISSIONS IN JUNE

ABEELE

Three Unforgettable Moments
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Time has flown by so quickly — the short-term
mission trip to Honduras has come to an end,
it has left a deep and unforgettable
impression on me. During this time, there were
three things that touched me the most.

First: Every church stood tall amidst chaotic and

and

run-down neighborhoods, looking completely
The
not

different from the surrounding houses.
buildings but
extravagant, creating a contrast between the

church were solemn
sacred and the secular when compared to the
homes nearby. These buildings were not only
built on the ground but also in people’s hearts.
Second: Visiting the homes of impoverished
children. When | saw those dilapidated houses, |
was deeply shocked. How could anyone live in a
place like that?! | stood there stunned, unable to
calm my emotions for a long time, and tears
began to flow uncontrollably. In my heart, |
cried out, “God, Abba Father, please have mercy
and help this nation. You are their refuge, and
only Your holy love can melt and save their
hearts. There is no salvation apart from You!”
Third: Visiting prisoners in jail. Before we left, |
had very mixed feelings. | imagined some
frightening scenarios — to be honest, | was a
bit nervous and even scared. But when | came
face to face with them, | realized they weren’t
as terrifying as | had imagined. They smiled,
calmly and kindly shook our hands, and kept
saying, “Jesus loves you.” In that moment, | had
a flood of emotions and was deeply moved.

I thank the Lord for using this short-term
mission trip to show me that | am a new
creation — the old has gone, the new has come.
In this new life, | continue to live out new
values, a new view of life and the world, bearing
witness for the Lord. To God be all the glory.

By Aixin Zhu

RENER, HBHHEEEER, LKRIFERE
HLUSHE, TXHAE,A =R &M
% R BTMESPRUITEREAKIBENEXS,

EUNEFREEF—F, BEERRE™EHF
%“,EWEEEW%¥FE$W§WM@WN
tbe XBAFRREBRUGTHM E, EREBITAN
0,
FR R RARZKFHIRE. SREFIBREIA
FENEF, EEEMEIRD, XWEABER
#WEM? | RIBEBRE, OBEAATETR, 1§
TEEZENERB—ERTER, HOBMERE: «“wm
M. FIEAR, KRR, BEIXPMER, REM
1I89EESERT, L RBMREENERERM. KKt
TR, BRREASN, BITIRE! 7
F=R: FEMRERAL, EH%E, EBOE
EEER, BT -LHENER, REEFER
LR BEREMH. ATERENELEMIIN, %
MM EBEREGPOI AR, MI1HHE
&, FEmASHEIMRRIEF. BERER

"EREREMR "o M—ZIBOBHEEKEM, I
w R,

RFEEEREZT, LRNEECEMEN
A, BEEIHMEMRHNT, EMHNESREFU

EHIRINE. AEMAMH R EERIE,
B— IR IEER T T 1o

13



HEARTFELT WORDS FROM SHORT-TERM MISSIONS IN JUNE

NBEELE

It is More Blessed to Give than to Receive

TELE R B AEE

This year, my son, Jerry, and | joined a one-week
short-term mission trip to Honduras with Living
Hope. It was a full and meaningful journey.

Each day, we held free medical clinics at different
churches, serving around 100 to 120 local
residents—many of whom had rarely seen a
doctor. Helping them brought me great joy and
gratitude.
Visiting
dilapidated, leaking houses, sparse furniture, and

local families was heartbreaking—

cramped living spaces. Seeing this made me
reflect on how little right we have to complain
about our own lives.

The prison ministry was a rare and powerful
experience. I’'m grateful to the Lord for the
courage to witness inside the prison. When the
pastor called for commitment, over 90 inmates
accepted Christ on the spot! It was moving to see
such a strong response inside prison walls, where
faith often comes more easily than outside.

The Christians inside prayed for us, thanking us
for bringing God’s love and asking for double
blessings in return. At that moment, tears welled
up in my eyes. We came with love, and that love
came back to us multiplied. Truly, it reminded me:

“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

By Pingping Wang

S%, HMILFJlerry I T Living Hope

H—RARNESNEES, JBRITEBHR.
BIN8XBIFTRNBIARNIEZ, BRK
HEFEF1rooENnoUHHMER, XEER/LFEM
RESES, EBEXEAMNRLE—REHE
21, BRNALEHETERSRE. RipEit
KER, BRI OLBEEINAIE, —EEKIBR
ME/NE, BEHLOHNRE, EERFNEGE
FiE...... FRERAALE, BRAERE: HIEE
TARKRBEEFER? MEMREL, ERALE
HENEH, RFEBERES, TP HtE
Wik, HWIMAEEHFEE, EHEBI 9ok
REGREGE! BINMAGEEERMEE
5, BRRAAN—MEN, SEHIT. MHPHNE

ERRABRNMNBZRESHS: BERMNERT EDN
E, Re\WEHBER. X—%, KRET
Ho BIHEERIR, MXHE, XME#E
ATEHEMNE L, EMNILBRZEST: “HEL
SENER.”

14



HEARTFELT WORDS FROM SHORT-TERM MISSIONS IN JUNE

NAEELOIE

A Trip That Brought Me Closer to God

I B R ITHBIRTE

| couldn’t even call those houses, and some of

them didn’t even have a door. It was probably the
worst condition | have ever seen people live in.
One of the families was about to be evicted
because they were unable to pay their rent. And
knowing that even though those kids lived in such
poverty, they were still able to smile with such
purity, | was embarrassed by myself. | was
embarrassed by those times when | complained
about how my room was too hot, and those times
when | complained about how | couldn’t eat my
favorite snack. How on earth is there any reason
for me to complain about that stuff when some of
those families couldn’t even have a roof over their
heads? And that’s probably the biggest lesson |
took away from this trip: to be grateful for what
you have, because many others do not.

| wanted to express my gratitude to the teams
from my Honduras Mission Trip. Every one of them
was so courageous and so much fun to be around,
especially the youth. We all had a wonderful time
together playing cards, laughing at dumb jokes,
and singing in the back of the car. | also believe |
grew closer to God during this trip. It was an

experience | will remember for a lifetime.

By Jerry Shao
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NABEELDE

Serving “T'he Least of These’

AR X R/ Y

My daughter, Grace, and | joined a one-week
mission trip to Honduras. The youth performed
puppet shows for local children, who sang and
danced along with joy. After the show, they played
together, laughing and chasing one another.
Though they came from very different worlds—
divided by language and wealth—there seemed to
be no barriers between them.

A few young children, probably under ten, picked
wild fruits and shyly gave them to the youth. It
was their simple way of showing thanks and love.
We visited families living in extreme poverty. Some
homes had no electricity and almost nothing inside
—ijust broken beds, worn chairs, and a few bowls.
One of the girls who had just played with Grace
lived in one of these homes. As we were leaving,
Grace held her hand tightly, tears streaming down
her face. Through a translator, she told the girl, “I
won’t forget you.”

One powerful moment was during our prison
ministry. It was only my second time sharing my
testimony publicly. After worship, many inmates
stepped forward in response to the message. We
distributed food and supplies. Almost everyone
said “thank you” in Spanish; some shook our
hands and loudly praised God.

Our visit brought a glimpse of warmth and hope.
Their circumstances may not change much in this
life, but in Christ, there is eternal hope.

Jesus said, “Whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for
me.”

May we continue to be salt and light in the darkest
places.

ASYOU

By Jun Shang
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DID IT TO ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE MY BROTHERS,

YOU DID IT TO ME.(MATTHEW 25:%10 ESV)
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ABEEDE

Stories Written by the Hand of God

SESFHINSE

My experience in Honduras completely overturned my
previous understanding. | came to realize that a
person's happiness is not determined by what kind of
job they have, what kind of house they live in, or how
but by their
relationship with God—by how much they set their

much money they make, rather
eyes on heaven, how much hope they have, and how
deeply they trust in Him.

| saw the adults and children serving with us there
praying with such focus and reverence. When they
talked about God, their eyes lit up. Their dependence
on and trust in God were so genuine, and an invisible
power struck and moved me deeply. It’s really hard to
describe clearly with words or just a few sentences.
My time in Honduras also made me understand that
only those who have experienced suffering truly
realize how limited their own strength is—and thus
rely more fully on God. They come to grasp how
precious salvation is. Everyone on earth will
experience suffering, but because of God's love, we
are no longer alone and can be full of hope.

| shared my testimony as a believer for the very first
time in the largest prison in Honduras. To this day, |
still can't remember exactly what | said. | just
remember that the inmates listening to me would
start clapping from time to time. | saw their eyes
soften; some were secretly wiping away tears in the
corners. There was an old man clutching a Bible to his
chest, repeatedly saying "Amen." | also remember that
a pipe burst in the prison that day, and one man held a
towel tightly around it to keep the sound of spraying
water from disturbing our sharing.

When we were about to leave, those inmates crossed
the yellow line that separated us from them to come
shake our hands. After that experience, | realized that
sharing our testimony is not just about telling our own
story—it’s about telling God’s story. And any story
that belongs to God is worth sharing and proclaiming.

By Yimeng Liu
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tRAEELE
Secking Jesus
FHHRER

During our short-term mission trip to Honduras, the
most impactful experience for me was the prison
ministry. | felt a clear prompting in my heart: Jesus
wanted me to go and tell them, “Jesus loves you.”
Pastor Luis took us into a section of the prison he
himself had never been to. Around 200 young men
were held there, most serving life sentences.

The moment the iron gate opened, we were met
with a loud, unified applause. Smiling Christian
inmates came forward to shake our hands and greet
us. One young man led them in worship—no
instruments, no sound system, no screen—just pure,
wholehearted singing that echoed through the
concrete walls.

In their eyes, | saw genuine hope and longing—
something | rarely see in young people back in North
America. They didn’t look like “criminals” but more
like brothers we had never met.

A few of us shared our testimonies. Pastor Luis gave
a short message and invitation. Some raised their
hands, some came forward in tears to receive prayer.
I had come prepared to minister to those who didn’t
know Christ, but instead, | met 35 Christian inmates,
ready to serve alongside us. | thought | was going
there to serve the ones Jesus loves, but | realized
Jesus was already there, waiting for me.

In that moment, | felt Him say:

“Follow the burden | placed on your heart—you will
find Me there.”

Though our time was short, | continue to pray for
them—that God would show mercy, give them
another chance, and use this ministry to transform
the next generation in Honduras.

Now, | imagine heaven differently: a group of men in
white, no longer bound by chains, but seated at
Jesus’ table—rejoicing together.

By Flora Cheng
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Love Beyond Our Church Walls

1L ZETN

| thought this mission trip would be a great
opportunity for my daughter, Angela, and me to
witness poverty firsthand, grow in gratitude, and gain
a deeper understanding of life’s purpose.

What touched me most was the joy and gratitude of
the children—even though they had so little.

Although they had already received their care, they
stayed just to talk and share their lives with us.

We also visited a little boy named Mateo. His house
was made of mud, and his kitchen and bathroom were
built from scraps of wood and metal. Before we left,
he ran to Angela and gave her an egg from his chicken
coop—his way of saying thank you.

These kids have so little and are often in poor health.
Yet, through their smiles, their eyes, and their actions,
we saw humility, strength, and the love of God. Many
times, it felt like they were the ones helping us—
reminding us just how truly blessed we are.

Each evening, we gathered to reflect and pray. These
moments drew me closer to God. | realized that true
obedience to God’s Word doesn’t just mean
worshiping in my own church—it means going out to
serve, to love, and to bring hope where it is needed
most.

We may not be able to change the situation in
Honduras overnight, but we went to plant a seed—
and our God will make it grow.

I’m so thankful we got to be part of His mission and to
be His witnesses.

| want to encourage everyone—especially our youth
group—to go on a mission trip. Step out of your
comfort zone and plant a seed in a land that needs it.
When we go to bless others, we often return more
blessed than we ever imagined.

WE LOVE BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED
US.(1 JOHN 4:19 ESV)
HMNE, A HEEBHIN
(A —HB 4:19 MEA)

By Wendy Hua Harrah
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I'rom a Simple Giit to a Lifelong L.esson

M—171 1$E’J$L%Z‘EU—$H’JF‘T

When | first heard that my mom had signed me up
for a mission trip to Honduras, | didn’t think much of
it—| just agreed. But the moment | arrived...
everything changed. | felt a calling. | knew deep
down | had been chosen to do God’s work. | saw
what true poverty looked like. Matteo. | had helped
him make a bracelet earlier that day. He took my
hand and proudly showed me around his home—
just a few sheds and a dirt floor. He said he had a
gift for me. He ran into a small shed and came back
holding...
and joy—despite the hardship—taught me more

a single chicken egg. Their gratitude, love,

than any classroom ever could. For once, | felt like |
was doing something that mattered. Something
that truly changed lives.

And I, together with the volunteer, Suyapa, held the
lady's hand and prayed for her. It was one of the
warmest moments I’'ve ever felt. We were right
where we were supposed to be—offering hope, not
just medicine.

So, would | go again? Absolutely. It was the most
humbling and eye-opening experience of my life.
Serving under God’s will and making a true impact
on people who need it most was the most fulfilling
thing I’ve ever done. | met the sweetest kids with
the gentlest hearts. Even the most feared criminals
held onto childlike wonder and a deep desire to
know God. To be the one who got to share that
hope with them—that was the real blessing. | would
encourage everyone to experience it for themselves
—from young teens who don’t yet realize how lucky
they are, to wise elders with stories and compassion
to share. There’s a role for everyone and seeing
each person step into that role... is something truly
beautiful.

My heart remains in Honduras. And | wish for
everyone to experience the miracle of that place,
just once in their lives!
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Serving as One Body
|E_I ! B‘HE% By Jianhong Zhong

While studying nursing in France, | dreamed of
serving in missions through healthcare. Later, |
moved to New York to study theology and serve
the church, thinking that dream was over. But
this year, during my second trip to Honduras
with Living Hope Global Ministries, it finally
came true—I joined my first medical short-term
mission.

Partnering with local churches and Compassion
International, we offered free clinics and
distributed medicine in remote villages. | was
especially touched by Dr. René from Guatemala,

on his 127th mission trip, who comforted anxious EZEEIEP TS, Bt 248ee
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Unex ccted Mission, God Works Wonders

RETHR, #EEYT

At the beginning of 2025, when we promoted the
Living Hope Honduras short-term mission in our
church, we didn’t have very high expectations. As
the church’s missions deacon, | simply hoped to
encourage some cross-cultural mission work. Thanks
be to God—though we started with little
expectation, He worked in ways beyond what we
imagined.

In every village we visited, we saw much poverty
and chaos. Yet God has not abandoned the people
there. He has moved many of His servants to come
and establish churches, helping the locals so they
won’t lose hope in life and will long for salvation.
During our service, we met a doctor from
Guatemala, a Chinese pastor from Argentina,
volunteers from Florida, and many coworkers from
the Nazareth Church. By the end of the week, we
felt as close as brothers. | truly wish | had learned
more Spanish to communicate better with them.
Our children’s ministry team worked alongside local
coworkers, leading the children in puppet shows
and crafts based on Bible stories. The kids really
enjoyed the short-term mission team. After a day of
service, we played games and soccer together.

Our team came from four different churches, but
we quickly became one. Normally, brothers and
sisters at Pittsburgh Chinese Church are busy with
their own ministries and rarely have long talks.
Traveling together became a wonderful opportunity
for fellowship. Every evening after dinner, we had a
time of prayer and sharing, which became an
important time for our spiritual fellowship.

Though this short-term mission started out ordinary,
it became one of the deepest spiritual experiences
of my life and strengthened my commitment to

continue promoting the mission call.

By Jian Wang
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Serving at Any Age: Its Never Too Late Tor Missions

FRISARE:

| had the pleasure of serving on the short-term
mission trip to Honduras in July. | can't express the
emotions that | experienced on this mission.

| am older than most of the people to go on these
trips, and | have seen poverty in many areas of the
world. | was amazed at how all members of the
team came together to work in Christ for

those less fortunate. This was my first mission trip,
and | wasn't sure what to expect. It was great to
see a team of total strangers come together to do
God's work. By the end of the mission, we were
working together like a well-trained team. Most of
us knew how to set things up when we arrived.

| felt the spirit of the Lord moving in me several
times while there. | wanted to help everyone |

saw. The children made a large impression on me.
The joy they got from simple things, and the

joy they had when they were being taught songs,
and learning about Jesus was very touching for me.
They showed their gratitude in the most simple and
honest of ways. | remember a little boy that | had
not even interacted with, came up to me and
hugged me. This told me that we were making a
difference to these children. | was taken back when
we visited the prison. All those young men live
under terrible conditions. It was obvious that many
of them were starved for the word of God. Most of
them are just happy to have someone new to see. |
was reminded of Matthew 25:36, "When | was in
prison, you came to see me". Christ does not want
these people forgotten, and | think it is an
important part of this trip. It reminded me of how
God has been active in my life. Had it not been for
his blessings | could have ended up in a similar
situation.

Praise the Lord!
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By Jerry Johnson
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God Led Every Step, Periectly Timed

— T AENIRIZ

This was my third time joining a short-term
mission trip to Honduras. This time, our church
sent five team members—me and four 13-year-
old teenagers. Honestly, | was quite worried
before the trip because the kids were so young,
and we had to make a connecting flight to get
there. But thanks be to God, everything went
smoothly. We left at 3 a.m. to catch a 6 a.m.
flight. At Houston, we only had 1.5 hours to
transfer, and the airport is very large with a 10-
minute skyway ride. Yet, the kids cooperated
fully. A pastor from the American short-term
mission team even waited for us outside the
security gate until we were confirmed on the
plane before leaving. Our flight connections
were perfectly timed down to the minute—
truly God’s grace and promise: “And we know
that in all things God works for the good of
those who love Him.”

We visited churches twice, and each time it
started raining just after we finished and got on
the bus, but the rain didn’t affect us. We ate
early every day around 6 a.m., and the kids
could get up on time. Although the food in
Honduras wasn’t to their taste—lunch often
consisted of peanut butter sandwiches with a
slice of cheese and some meat on four pieces of
bread—they still ate well because of the tight
schedule, lots of walking, and physical exertion.
Everyone ate heartily and slept well, even with
the fan sounding like a car engine in the room.
Before visiting the prison, | strictly trained the
kids on their posture—standing, walking, eating
without talking or laughing—to ensure they
would be allowed inside. God was especially
kind to them; it was hot in the prison, but they
stood at the only natural ventilation spot. Many
mission team members and pastors looked at
these four kids with admiration.

During VBS, the kids were serious and
responsible, actively sharing the gospel with
local children and cooperating well with the
American church team. Over the eight days and
seven nights of the mission trip, we had daily
devotions and prayer, united as brothers and
sisters, soaking in God’s love with joy
overflowing. We thank God for His guidance
and protection.

By Emily Wu
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God by Our Side in Honduras

. 5

——

My name is Aaron. Some other church members
and | went on a mission trip to Honduras. This is
my second time going, so | expected everything
to be the same as last year. However, this time
when | went, it felt like God was standing by our
side the whole time. The protection of the Lord
was present.

One time when | felt the Lord's protection and
presence was when we were heading to the
prison. The morning before we went to the
prison, we prayed to the Lord that we, the
youth, could enter the prison. The Lord heard
our prayer and fulfilled it for John 14:14 says, "If
you ask Me for anything in My name, | will do
it".

We felt God’s grace and love as we visited local
churches around Honduras. Although they
aren’t as fortunate as we are, they willingly
listened to us as we preached the Gospel to
them. At one of the churches we visited, the
children were overjoyed to see us. Their faces
lit up the moment we arrived, and they were so
eager to spend time with us and play. It was a
beautiful reminder of how God’s love shines
through the joy and innocence of children.
Being able to connect with them in such a
simple yet meaningful way truly showed me the
power of fellowship and the presence of the
Holy Spirit in even the smallest moments.

Now, | would like to thank everyone who
prayed for us while we were in Honduras and
thank each and every one of you who helped
make this opportunity possible.

AEHE, B LERSIAIEE

By Aaron Jiang
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Changed by God’s Love
&I HERIAEE

My name is Samuel. (The one on the far left in the
picture) Recently, | had the opportunity to go on
a mission trip to Honduras. | initially wanted to go
because | thought it would be an interesting
experience, and to be honest, because of some
pressure from my parents.

Before the trip, | was nervous. | expected that
many of the people there might be arrogant or
unfriendly. | also had concerns about safety, as |
had heard Honduras had high crime rates and was
really hot. | packed a lot of medicine and supplies
that, in the end, | didn’t even need.

Most days, we visited churches in poor rural
areas. |, along with the other younger
missionaries, spent time teaching the local
children about following God, while the adults
served in the pharmacy and clinic, offering
medical care. As | did my work, | often interacted
with the locals. Over time, | was surprised to see
how different they were from what | expected.
They were so much more welcoming, grateful,
and respectful than | had imagined.

One especially memorable day, we visited a
prison. | expected the inmates to be disrespectful
or uninterested, but to my surprise, they seemed
honored to have us there, and it was clear that
many of them had been changed by God's love. |
was amazed.

Throughout the entire trip, God protected our
team. We all stayed safe, and God used this time
to teach me a lot. He completely changed how |
saw the people of Honduras, and he deepened
my faith. | now try to be more grateful, more
respectful, and more humble.

| strongly encourage anyone who has the
opportunity to go on a mission trip like this to
seize it—it truly broadens your vision and
changes the way you see the world. Thank you to
the church for making this opportunity possible
and thank you to everyone who supported us.
This experience showed me just how powerful
God's love truly is.
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By Samuel Chen
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Prayer Beiore Action: Centering Our Work on God

DtseAE: itHEEURIARS

This summer marked the third time our whole
family participated in the short-term mission
trip to Honduras organized by Living Hope
Global Ministries. Unlike previous trips, this
time we mainly assisted the Compassion
ministry team in carrying out a community
evangelistic outreach  centered around
providing medical services.

I thank God for giving me another opportunity
to experience the joy of serving alongside a
team. It also broadened my perspective on
missions and deepened my understanding of
Him.

God especially impressed upon me how much
the local brothers and sisters rely on Him in
their service. Most of the churches we visited
were located in areas where gang activity is
rampant. Seeing the local pastors serve the
Lord and the people faithfully and
wholeheartedly day after day, even in unsafe
environments with very limited resources,
deeply moved and inspired me.

Through these interactions, God gave me a
fresh understanding of what Jesus said:
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross daily and
follow me.” (Luke 9:23)

Each day before and after our ministry at the
local churches, the Compassion team would
gather all the coworkers together to pray for
the day’s service. They also arranged for a
short message of encouragement from a
leader or pastor. This reminded me that no
matter where we are or what we are doing, it
is God who leads us, and it is God who is using
us in His work. Our service should be centered
on Him. | am learning this valuable lesson—to
not rely on my own strength or emotions in
ministry, but to depend on God at all times.
Jesus said, “l have come that they may have
life, and have it to the full.” (John 10:10)
Though the short-term mission trip lasted only
a few days and the help we could offer the
local people was limited, every time I'm
willing to step out of the comfort of life in
North America, God never fails to use
different environments and people to let me
experience His abundance and marvelous
work, and to help me understand more deeply
the truth that it is more blessed to give than
to receive.

SEERZBEMNERXE=ZRSMLiving Hope
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A Mother and Son’s Faith Journey

BF EHTIE

The 2025 short-term mission trip to Honduras was
profoundly meaningful for both my son and me. This
was my first time participating in a church mission,
and before leaving, | was worried about the weather,
food, and local environment, unsure of what | could
actually contribute. But upon arrival, reality was far
better than | had imagined, and | deeply felt God’s
guidance and grace.

The Living Hope team took excellent care of us with
thoughtful arrangements, love, and encouragement.
We rose early and returned late every day; though
physically tired, our hearts were full of joy, and we
felt as safe and comfortable as if we were at home.
During our visit to a prison, we shared our
testimonies and were touched by how attentively the
inmates listened. At that moment, | truly realized
that only Jesus Christ can save souls and heal lives,
and only by relying on the Lord can we overcome.
This experience also brought my son and me closer.
He said | became braver, and we began to study the
Bible together, actively sharing the insights and
inspiration God gave us. We know we are never
alone, for our loving Father walks with us always.

We sincerely hope to join Living Hope again for
future missions. This has been a precious, grateful,
and unforgettable journey.

By Miki Shen
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Mission Opened My Eyes
AR T VRS

My name is Sampson Wong; | am 12 years old.
This is my first time joining a short-term mission.
One of the most memorable moments was
spending time with the kids by doing crafts with
the kids and singing Spanish songs with them.
The kids were very grateful for the smallest
things like singing and dancing even though we
probably would not be if we lived in those
conditions. It reminded me how powerful simple
connections can be. Another memorable
moment was going to church on Sunday to their
local worship. Even though | didn’t understand
what they were saying in Spanish, it was still
nice listening to how they worship and sing in
Honduras.

This mission’s experience really opened my eyes.
Before going, | thought most places around the
world were as nice as the place we live in, like
the US. However, being in Honduras, | saw how
difficult the living conditions are for many
people, limited lack of healthcare, housing
problems, limited access to food and water. This
time really changed how | view the world and
how many of the basic things I’'ve taken for
granted.

By Sampson Wong
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How Mission Trips Can Rewire Your Faith

A Z RN EEB{RBYED

Growing up, | was always quick to say “yes” to
anything that needed to be done at church. |
genuinely enjoyed it—but if I’'m being honest,
it was more about being seen, making friends,
and feeling important. Glorifying God wasn’t
really part of the picture. Over time, service
became a source of pride and identity for me. |
wanted others to see how “good” | was
through what | did.

That started to shift after my first mission trip
to Honduras in 2023 and going through
baptism classes with Pastor Douglass. | began
asking myself: If my motives are selfish, why
does God keep giving me chances? It hit me
that He allows us to be part of His work not
because we deserve it, but because of His
grace. That realization sparked a desire in me
to serve for God’s glory—not my own. For a
while, | was on a spiritual high, excited to serve
and love others in His name.

But as time passed, | slowly drifted back into
old habits. Leading up to the 2025 Honduras
trip, | felt pride creeping in again. | began
relying on myself more than on God.
Eventually, the weight of that pride caught up
with me, and | felt distant from Him. So, |
prayed and asked God to use this trip to draw
me back.

And He did. On the trip, | experienced a
renewed joy in praising God—something that
had started to feel like a chore. | saw how
worship could unite people of all ages and
backgrounds, all glorifying God together. | was
reminded that praise only brings true joy when
it’s focused on Him, not on us.

Even our time at the mission base was filled
with moments of growth—through Bible
studies, devotions, and conversations that
constantly pointed us back to God. John 15:5
really stuck with me: “l am the vine; you are
the branches... apart from me, you can do
nothing.” It taught me how crucial it is to stay
connected to God, especially when serving.
This trip rewired my heart. Now, | aim to check
my motives before | serve, pray for God to
work through me, and remind myself that
service and worship should come from a place
of joy and humility—not pride or performance.

By Anita Chen
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Trusting God in Challenges
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EHR LS FEH

From the moment we landed in Honduras,
something special started to happen. Even
though many of us came from different
church branches and didn't know each other
well, we quickly bonded. It was amazing to
see how our shared faith in God brought us
together. By the end of the trip, these
strangers had become brothers and sisters
to me; people | truly won’t forget.

We served in areas might seem dangerous or
even intimidating. Some of the
neighborhoods were known to be controlled
by gangs, and | had heard stories that made
me hesitant before coming. But while we
were there, | experienced a deep sense of
peace and protection. Whether we were
walking through the streets, helping in local
churches, or even just buying snacks at the
supermarket, | thought God’s presence, and
He covered our team every step of the way.
The churches we also went into were also
very far away, but that didn’t matter if we
had God on our side. No one got tired
throughout the week, and everyone was so
happy to do their job.

What | learned is that our role isn’t to
convert hearts; that’s God’s job. Our job is
to show up, to love, and to share the gospel
boldly and faithfully. And in that, I learned
to trust God more deeply. | learned that
even in unfamiliar places, even when the
conditions aren’t ideal, God is still in
control. He’s working through us, even
when we can’t see the full picture.

Honduras changed me. It reminded me of
the power of unity in Christ, the strength of
faith in action, and the beauty of trusting in
God’s plan; especially when things are out
of our control. I’'m so thankful I got to go,
and I’'m even more thankful for what God
did while we were there

-

By Alvin Chen
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Hope Behind Bars: Experiencing God in Prison Ministry

BRERNHME: TaMEIPLH LT

Going into this trip, | never would have expected how
amazing it would be.

Traveling to Honduras, | made so many new bonds with
people from different churches in just a few days.
Seeing how God brought us together and allowed us to
connect through His love—despite not knowing each
other, living in different boroughs, and being so
different—made me realize how amazing He truly is.
He brought together this scattered group of people
through our shared love for Him.

Helping the local churches throughout the week was
also an incredible experience. The children, despite
having so little, were so joyful—to dance, to receive
medical care, and to simply praise the Lord for what
they had. Serving the local churches reminded me of
God’s amazing grace. The fact that He sent us across
the continent to support these churches and share the
gospel with the local kids is truly a blessing—not only to
them but also to us.

The most touching part of this trip was definitely the
Prison Ministry. Going into it, | was scared of the
prisoners. | assumed they would be rowdy and
inattentive. However, they were incredibly welcoming
—fanning us down the whole time because of how hot
it was inside the prison. | genuinely felt the Holy Spirit
working in them. They didn’t have to listen, pay
attention, or show us respect, but they did—because of
their love for God. They did it because God gave them
hope. God showed them grace. God reached out His
hand when the world had turned its back on them. That
is why they were so happy to have us and to fan us—
not because they were serving us, but because they
were serving God.

Overall, this trip was amazing. | met many new friends
from different churches, but most importantly, I was
reminded of God’s abounding love, hope, and grace. In
aspect—whether helping churches,
ministering in prisons, or simply getting to know others

every local

on the trip—I saw God’s love at work everywhere.

By Austin Jiang
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L.ove in Action

4= =2z
DATHIERE R
When we speak of this mission trip, many ask, what
was the purpose? | believe it can be summed up
with one idea—showing Jesus’ Love to the world.
The Holy Spirit not only gave us strength to serve
but also drew us closer together, which was truly
beautiful.
During the trip we shared struggles, showed
vulnerability, and joined in deep conversations most
church groups don’t usually have. As 1 Corinthians
13:7 says: “Love bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.” The reason we
went to Honduras was Love. We were sent to
spread the true meaning of God’s Love. Living Hope
and Compassion Ministry were created so vessels
like us could bring God’s Love to these kids. Praising
the Lord for them and praying for each other were
all out of Love. Even visiting the prison was out of
Love.
When visiting the prison, you can see the prisoners
were at rock bottom, but rock bottom is where
God’s love meets us. Love is the foundation of all
things. Without love many of these things would
not be possible, or worthless. Coming into this trip,
many of us didn’t realize the full extent of Love, but
leaving, I’'m grateful for such an impactful
experience. And If | could bring anything back, it
would be Love. TSA may take my deodorant, but
they could never take my spiritual Love.
If anything, | hope you take three lessons from this
testimony:
Love the Lord first, and don’t be afraid to share
your struggles with Him.
Don’t be afraid to rely on your church leaders,
brothers, and sisters, because they are there for
you.
And lastly remember that Love bears all things, and
everything we do should be done out of Love.

LOVE BEARS ALL THINGS,
BELIEVES ALL THINGS,
HOPES ALL THINGS,
ENDVURES ALL THINGS.
(1 CORINTHIANS 13:1)

By Andrew Jiang
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When Doubt Meets Grace
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Before | went to Honduras, | was a person who
always believed that | was right, that my beliefs were
right, that | knew so much about God when | really
didn’t and that | was a proud devoted Christian from
the start when I really wasn’t. Looking back, | was
such a proud, horrible person to everyone, to my
parents, my brother, my friends, and a lot of people.
In Honduras | felt a bond with the people there and
the kids that we worked with that | have never felt in
my life. And most importantly | felt a bond with God
that | have never felt before. | saw that my life
compared to these kids was basically a dream. |
wondered why | would ever complain about it being
too hot or why my parents wouldn’t turn on the AC
because they had to drink water out of a plastic bag
and had to use a bucket of water to flush the toilet. |
realized that | was such a horrible person and, on the
way back from the trip in the plane | prayed to God
and thanked Him for all I had.

Even after Honduras, | still felt unsure — like |
wanted to change but hadn’t. A month later at the
mall with church friends, I lost my wallet. Frustrated,
| started blaming God, but then realized it was my
own carelessness. | prayed — not just to find the
wallet, but to be changed. | told God | didn’t want to
be the same, even if the wallet stayed lost.

Right then, | spotted my friend’s lost jacket — and
underneath it was my wallet. | was so shocked |
tripped. In that moment, all my doubts disappeared. |
felt renewed, overwhelmed by how perfect God’s
love and timing are — even in the little things.

| want to say that even in your doubts and hardships
that God will be there and is there for you always
even if you can’t feel him. That faith, even as small as
a mustard seed, can change something big in you.
Even if you’ve felt that God wasn’t there for you,
know that He is because we walk by faith not by
sight. Know that He has plans for you because | used
to doubt that He had a plan for me.

IN ALL YOUR WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE HIM,
AND HE WILL MAKE STRAIGHT YOUR
PATHS.

(PROVERBS 3:6)
ER—FRTNE L,
MEINEM, HDESIRBE
(S 3:6 18 XK)
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By Esther Chen
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An Uniorgettable Journey oi Grace

A SICHY B Z hik

Everything is by God’s grace. In 2023, when our
church launched a short-term mission to Honduras, |
didn’t expect to go. Work made it impossible to take
time off, but after an unexpected surgery and
recovery, God opened the way. Though physically
weak, | experienced the truth of His promise: “My
grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made
perfect in weakness.”

Traveling with my two children through mountain
roads and rivers, | saw lives that deeply touched me.
The local children slept on cement floors, without
clean clothes or proper beds, yet their faces shone
with joy and their hearts overflowed with a hunger to
worship. My daughter, Anita, normally quiet and
reserved, began hugging those dusty children. | knew
it wasn’t her—it was God’s love flowing through her.
During a prison ministry visit, my son, Cody, collapsed
from heat exhaustion. The inmates immediately
gathered around him, fanning him with cardboard
and offering cold drinks and ice packs—precious
things in prison. Through tears, he whispered, “Mom,
they don’t seem like prisoners. God’s love has
changed them. | want to change too.” That week,
both Anita and Cody were baptized on Tiger Island,
joyfully declaring their faith in Christ.

Miraculously, my chronic back pain eased during the
trip, and peace filled my heart. Returning to New
York, we cherished God’s blessings even more. Our
church elders were amazed by my children’s
transformation—only the Gospel can truly change a
life.

Later, at a gospel conference, | dedicated myself to
fulltime ministry training, and my children also
committed to live for Christ. By 2025, they helped lead
more youth to join the Honduras mission. Though
from different congregations, the young people
served with one heart, learning the truth of “Paul
planted, Apollos watered, but God made it grow” (1
Corinthians 3:6).

In the prison ministry, we witnessed hardened men
repent and embrace one another. Even the toughest
hearts among our youth were softened as they saw
God’s love at work. The Gospel’s light shone brightly
in a place the world calls hopeless.

Now, our hearts are ready to go again. Many
forgotten corners still await the touch of Christ’s love.
We invite you to join us—to carry God’s light and
hope to the ends of the earth.

By Lin Fang (Rachel) Weng
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