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We don't go to church.
We
are the
church.



DEADLINES: Contact Julie Bell at 
jbell@fumcpeoria.org for information on   

upcoming deadlines and publication dates.             
In the subject line of your email submission, type, 
"HERALD." All submissions are subject to editing 
and style standards, and their use is solely at the 
discretion of the editor. Picture submissions are 

encouraged to accompany your submission.    
Focus on individuals and smaller numbers of 

people who help tell the story. 

A missionary talk was hosted with 
Mark Krupa on January 7th in the 
Chapel. Mark is a lifelong member 
of Peoria First UMC and has been 
serving in the Czech Republic, also 
known as Czechia, for 25 years. In 
the past, the region was also known 
as Czechoslovakia and Bohemia.

When Mark was 18, he learned about daily quiet time from Reverend 
Dan Huckins at Peoria First. He was challenged to sit quietly with Jesus 
for the next 7 days and let the peace of Christ rule in his heart. It has 
become a habit ever since then. Mark feels as if he is a tree growing for 
the last 30 years since he dedicated his life to Christ.

Mark spent a summer in the Czech Republic while attending Bradley 
University. After graduating from Bradley, he went to the Czech 
Republic as a full-time youth missionary. He eventually learned to 
understand, speak, and teach in the Czech language, which is widely 
considered one of the most difficult languages for native English 
speakers.

Mark works as a Youth Pastor Coach with Josiah Venture. On most days, 
he schedules 1on1 appointments with youth pastors throughout the 
region who seek individual mentoring. Mark now lives in the Bohemian 
region of the Czech Republic, where there are very few Christians. He 
meets and encourages local youth pastors while organizing many 
outreach weekends, youth camps, family camps, and youth pastor 
training.

Mark?s work is crucial in a country where many Czech people do not 
know anyone who follows Jesus. Church membership in the country has 
dropped, and it is not unusual for only 1-2 students in a high school to be 
active Christians. Cars, trains, technology, and salary have changed 

significantly during Mark?s 
time in the Czech Republic, 
but the church has not yet 
hit a revival. Mark is 
praying for youth to find a 
home in a local church and 
make a change in society.

If you want to learn more 
about Mark Krupa and his 
work in the Czech 
Republic, check out the 
latest ?The 116? podcast or 
go to peoria1.com.

VOLUME 91, NUMBER 1
February, March, April 2024

Publisher
First United Methodist Church of Peoria

Editor
Julie Bell

Directing Pastor
Tim Ozment

Associate Pastors
Adrian Garcia

Miguel Rios

Copy Editing
Sandi Fell

Other Contributors
Heather  Bevard

Jackson Bevard
Lilly Garcia

Christina Koeppel
Eugene Maison

Dan Philips
Kirsten Tharp

Contact

116 NE Perry Ave.
Peoria, IL 61603
309.673.3641

info@fumcpeoria.org
www.peoria1.com

DISCLAIMER: The information represented here is for the  purpose                     
of informing the FUMC-Peoria congregation of the change of                         

events for a quarter. They are however subject to change. For more       
up-to-date information, refer to us online at www.peoria1.com,                        

via social media platforms (@fumcpeoria),                                                                    
or via our weekly email newsletter, eHighlights.

Hom e Grow n  Mission ary , 
Mark  Krupa, 
Shares Exper ien ce



Trap p ed and Alone
by Christina Koeppel

Director of Youth and AV Ministries

Have you ever felt trapped or alone? 
The past couple of months my 
relationship with these words has 
changed.

For those who didn?t know, I injured 
my back a few times over the 
summer, and it finally gave out on 
November 1st. After dealing with 
doctors, physical therapy, and 
insurance, I had back surgery on 
January 9th. I don?t know if you have 
ever had back pain or extreme pain of 
any kind, but it can be pretty 
debilitating physically and mentally. 
You can start to feel trapped or alone, 
like no one really knows what you are 
experiencing, especially when 
doctors? gaslight you into thinking 
you really aren?t in pain.

But out of this dark time, I have seen 
how the body of Christ is supposed to 
work. When I could no longer rely 
on my back and when the youth and 
AV team could no longer rely on me, 
my other parts (my arms mainly) and 
our teams stepped up to the plate. 
From the inside you could tell that 

things weren?t normal, but the 
mission was still getting done.

#WYKYK ? I?m changing up the 
hashtag a little bit, but this means, 
?When You Know You Know.? 
During January, Pastor Tim and 
Pastor Adrian have been talking 
about our vision ? to go Higher, 
Wider, Closer, and Deeper as 
individuals and as a church body. As I 
watched the services from my living 
room air mattress, I could feel ways in 
which I wasn?t going Higher, Wider, 
Closer, or Deeper as a believer. I was 
languishing on the sidelines, because I 
didn?t have the normal connections 
that I usually have. Yes, many people 
reached out to me, but how was I 
following through in my role as a 
believer? I realized that sometimes it?s 
okay to be the one that is being loved 
on. I long for the days when I could 
jump into ministry and I know that it 
will come again, but right now God is 
teaching me a lesson.

Well, He?s teaching me several 
lessons, but the one I need to share is 

this?

While it is okay to be on the sidelines 
and receive ministry from others, 
God has also put the desire in each of 
us to be a part of the ministry as well. 
That doesn?t mean that when I come 
back that I will take everything back 
on as normal, so how can I be better 
at including others in the ministry? 
It?s not about my ministry, my youth, 
my AV team; It?s OUR ministry, they 
are OUR youth, and it is OUR          
AV team. One person cannot do this 
alone. We are all given a desire to get 
closer with our Lord by going higher, 
wider, closer, and deeper. As each of 
us goes Higher, Wider, Closer and 
Deeper, our church body will also go 
Higher, Wider, Closer, and Deeper. 
One does not happen without the 
other. It?s a direct relationship.

So how are you preparing to go 
Higher, Wider, Closer, and Deeper? 
Will you say yes when the call comes?

Love you all and hope to see you 
soon!



PASTOR TIM OZMENT
Directing  Pastor,  
Peoria First United Methodist Church 

In the movie, Apollo 13, after the spacecraft begins losing power and oxygen, the NASA team on earth must figure out 
how to get the three astronauts back home alive. In the movie, engineers begin to talk about the problem, but each one 

complains about how it can?t be done, how little time there is, 
and why the mission is going to fail. The commander raises his 
voice, offers a direction forward, and states emphatically, 
?Failure is not an option.?

There have been plenty of times in my life and ministry that 
I?ve thought about that quote. Our current reality is one of 
those times. ?Failure is not an option.?

I am amazed at the rumors I?ve heard recently, mostly from 
people not even attending our church, about the state of our 
congregation. I can?t comment on every rumor I?ve heard, but 
I?ll try to clear the air about a handful of them and speak the 
truth.

First, the Discipline has not changed, nor has our theology as a 
denomination or as a local congregation. Yes, the UM church 

has some challenges. In April/May of this year, 2024, the next General Conference will be working on the Discipline 
again. Things will likely change, but I cannot predict with any certainty what these will look like. I do know they 
cannot change the ?Articles of our Faith? located in the front of the Discipline without a majority of ALL annual 
conferences voting on these changes. These Articles contain our theology concerning the Holy Spirit, Jesus, 
redemption, salvation, baptism, communion, and many other tenants of our faith.

Second, since the pandemic and the discernment process, our congregation has lost about 30 - 40% of our 
regular-in-person attenders. We are not alone. Many congregations have had equal attendance challenges, and like us, 
many are working to move forward again in a healthy direction. On Sunday mornings we average 350 in-person 
attenders.

The Hispanic ministry continues to grow. Immigrants are coming to Peoria, and we expect that number to increase in 
the next few months. One place we?re seeing the impact is our Loaves & Fish ministry; about 30% of those being served 
are Latino. The Saturday Alive Worship Service just reached a new high of 57 worshipers. Lilly, and others, are 
interpreting the worship service and food pantry conversations into Spanish for those who struggle with the English 
language.

Third, we did not vote on disaffiliation. We conducted a survey to determine the interest in moving forward with a 
disaffiliation process or to end the process and simply remain United Methodist. The result was 59% wished to remain 
United Methodist. After the results of the May disaffiliation survey were announced, 60 to 70 people left our 
congregation. With their departure, 15 - 20% of our income also left. We are looking at a need for about $280,000 of an 
increase in 2024 to replace what was lost.

FAILURE
IS NOT
AN
OPTION



There is good news . . . The good news is, some have already stepped up to the financial challenge and increased their 
offering. Also, the Peoria First Foundation has granted the church $270,000 to replace a large portion of what was lost 
in the last 7 months of 2023 and into 2024. Additionally, our finance committee is looking at how to raise revenue and 
reduce expenses. We?re not out of the woods, but we?re working on a clear path forward.

Finally, we realize we cannot continue ministry as usual. The loss of membership, the recovery from a pandemic, and 
the future of this congregation requires that we determine what ministries must stay, what ministries must change, and 
what ministries must leave in order to remain faithful to God?s call on Peoria First. To help us prayerfully reach these 
decisions, we?ve asked Sam Rodriguez from the conference congregational development team to come to Peoria First. 
He will walk our leadership through a process to determine current realities, look at mission and ministries moving 
forward, and create strategies that will help us answer the call of God.

In February ? March we are inviting our church to participate in the book study, ?Pray & Go.? This book has a daily 
devotion to help us pray for those in our neighborhood and life who may not know Jesus or attend church anywhere. 
Towards the end of these 30 days of prayer, we?re challenged to make a simple invitation to the ones we?ve been praying 
for to come and worship with us. It?s a challenge to be a Great Commission church.

Today, we stand at a crossroads and must choose wisely 
how we move forward. Choosing to pitch a tent and 
remain where we currently are, or to go back where we 
came from, is not a healthy option and will most likely 
result in failure. Immigrants are arriving in the next few 
weeks and months; there are still hungry mouths and 
souls to feed here in Peoria, and there are people who 
don?t know Jesus in our neighborhoods. Children at 
Lincoln School and Morton Square Park are counting on 
our continued ministries. Missionaries around the world 
are looking for our longstanding financial and spiritual 
support to help sustain their ministries in countries 
desperate to know Jesus.

If failure is not an option, then how do we collectively 
respond to the challenges we face and to the call of God 
to make healthy disciples for the transformation of Peoria 
and the world? We do so by each of us doing our part to 
make small and large sacrifices as God leads us forward.

If this is God?s church, God?s work, and God?s call, then 
surely ?Failure is not an option.?

this is God's church,
God's work, 

and God's cal l



by Dan Philips
Director of Community Ministries

In the 1946 movie, It's a Wonderful Life, George Bailey wonders how the world would be different if he wasn?t 
there. It's Wonderful Life is a classic movie with a far-reaching message.

Did you ever wonder how the world and your community would be different if Peoria First Church, your church, 
wasn?t here. What if? That?s a big question we need to ask ourselves as Peoria First plans for the future. What if 
community ministries and missions at Peoria First weren't here? Would they be missed, and would our 
world/ community be different?

Let?s look at the numbers. Numbers don?t tell the whole story, but they do help quantify the work we are doing 
and those we are reaching. Remember though, that our community ministries and missions don?t reach numbers, 
they reach lives. They reach families, single mothers and fathers, grandmothers and grandfathers, children, and 
babies.

- Each week, during the school year, Backpack Buddies provides 275 kids at Lincoln K8 School with 
supplemental food for the weekend. For some of these children, it is the only food they will have for the 
entire weekend.

- Each Saturday, for the past 30 years, an average of more than 200 individuals and families have come to 
our pantry at Loaves and Fish for nutritious food, medical care, and the chance for a spiritual relationship 
with Jesus Christ through those that serve (over 300,000 served). In the last year, we have seen that 
number grow due to many people migrating into the US for a chance to build a better life.

- Twice a month, the Benevolence Ministry invites our neighbors needing State of Illinois ID?s and birth 
certificates to come to Peoria First for help with these basic needs essential to finding work, a safe place to 
live, and to enroll children in school. Once a month, 110 local bus passes are provided so that our 
neighbors can go to job interviews, doctor appointments, and for basic local transportation needs.

- Each summer, for the past several decades, over 150-200 kids, ages 5 to 12, are part of a free soccer 
program. Youth soccer brings families and kids together in a safe Christian environment where they can 
play and experience the love of God through all the volunteers that join together at Morton Square Park.

It  IS a

W onderful
Lif e



The positive effects of Peoria First's Community Ministries and Missions are huge. Lives are changed. 
Opportunities are created to find a better life. Loving relationships with Jesus are begun and given an 
opportunity to grow. Would our world be different if these  ministries did not or could not exist? Without 
a doubt, the answer is a resounding YES!

For decades, these ministries have been filled with church members and community members that work 
together to make our world a better place for all. Many of these saints have left this world or are not able to 
serve anymore. Peoria First, and our world, is a different place today than a few short years ago. The 
pandemic years followed by a disaffiliation survey have left Peoria First and other institutions with fewer 
members and less funding to provide for these needs.

These ministries, and many others, need our help and support. They need your physical presence to 
volunteer and to make a difference. The numbers clearly show the positive impact Peoria First has on our 
community and our world.

Please help us make a difference in your church and our world by volunteering and supporting your 
Community Ministries with your time, talents, and gifts.



I recently reread the parable of the Good Samaritan found in Luke 10:25-37, and it really has the makings of a blockbuster 
movie. I mean, a Jew was robbed, beaten and left along the side of the road. Along comes a Samaritan who has every reason 
to look the other way (because Jews and Samaritans did not associate with one another). But ooh- plot twist- the Samaritan 
stops. Not only does he stop, he bandages the Jewish man?s wounds, puts him on his own donkey, and takes him to an inn 
where he offers to pay any additional expenses the innkeeper might incur. The Good Samaritan interrupted his schedule and 
used his own resources to help someone in need. Cue the music, it?s a wonderful story, but it isn?t over yet. My favorite part 
of this parable is found in Luke 10:37 where Jesus commands, ?Go and do the same.?

Think on that for a moment- ?Go and do the same.? What does a church look like when the people care like the Good 
Samaritan? That sounds like an overwhelming command, but I assure you there are countless ways to live this out by caring 
for and serving others, and EVERYONE, can do something. 

Some examples include:

·Take time to pray for others (if you would like to receive the weekly prayer list from Peoria First, contact the church office).

·If you drive, offer to give a ride to someone who needs help getting to church, an appointment or to the store.

·Drop off a meal, a treat or flowers to someone going through a difficult time.

·Make a phone call or send a note to someone you haven?t talked to in awhile.

·Volunteer your time with children and youth. This could be done by helping at Peoria First or through the church?s 
partnership with Lincoln School. You may just be amazed at how much you learn from one another.

·Find a ministry where you can volunteer. Caring Hearts is always looking for new volunteers to share in the lives of the 
church?s homebound.

Before you become overwhelmed by the variety of possibilities and needs out there, remember that loving your neighbors is 
meant to be a church-wide effort. One or two people can?t do it all, so I challenge you to do your part. When that happens 
we will have a sequel blockbuster movie on our hands. It will be the story of how we all came together at Peoria First 
surrendering time and resources, and caring for others. Its title, ?We Came and Did the Same?.

Go and Do the Same by  Kirsten Tharp
Director of Congregational Care



by Kevin Nelson
Missions Team

Tak e Church  to the Com m un i ty
by Julie Bell

Director of Communications

The word community is central to human experience. 
Being part of an engaging community gives us a sense of 
belonging. It enables us to share personal relatedness and 
support continuous growth of each other, ourselves, and 
our environment. ?Community? is so easy to say. The 
word itself connects us with each other. It describes an 
experience so common that we never really take time to 
explain or evaluate it. It seems so simple, so natural, and 
so human; but it can be far from simple.

Peoria First is a wonderful community. We are friends 
and we are family. We support one another, learn from 
and with one another, serve with one another and 
worship with one another. But it is time to share this 
community.

Your first response may be, we already do that! And I 
would say you are correct. Peoria First serves hundreds of 
people in our community ministries. But what I am 
referring to is taking our community inside the church 
walls and inviting others to be a part of this community ~ 
take church to the community.

Pastor Tim has invited us all to spend 30 days reaching 
our community in prayer and learn what it means to be a 
Great Commission christian. The book, Pray & Go, will 
shift our focus outward and learn how to pray regularly. 
There?s hope.

Just think of all the neighborhoods from which we all 

come on any given Sunday, and each of those areas need 
prayer like never before. When Jesus left his followers to 
be reunited with His Father, his parting command was to 
wait. They gathered together, prayed together, and waited 
for the power of the Holy Spirit to come upon them. Pray 
& Go is focused on following in the footsteps of those 
early Christians.

Join me, Peoria First! Let?s go together on this journey of 
praying and going. We will spend time to pray and 
waiting for God?s guidance. And then we go outside the 
church?s four walls in obedience to Jesus? command.

Peoria First ? let?s take church to the community ? and 
share outside these walls what we all know and love on 
the inside. Let?s invite our friends and neighbors to be a 
part of this great community called Peoria First. God, 
after all, is a community in himself. God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit have enjoyed the love 
and fellowship of their perfect community. In creating 
mankind, God desired for us to participate in that 
community and know that perfect and joyous love.

We can no longer open our church doors and expect that 
people will come in. We must go out to encounter and 
invite those in need of the gospel into our community.

Pastor Tim will lead us in study for six Wednesday 
evenings beginning February 14.



Fine Ar ts

The Fine Ar ts Ministry is made possible by the generous suppor t of the First United Methodist Church Foundation 
through the Foster  Endowment.

by Eugene Maison 

Director, Fine Arts

Glory to God for the positive impact that the Fine Arts ministry has been able to make in our 
community. Your continuous support through prayer and volunteering is sincerely valued as we 
strive to follow God's guidance and make a meaningful difference in the lives of those we serve.

Foster  Gal lery
This year, the Foster Gallery has curated a lineup of twelve exhibitions and twelve live music performances. As 
part of a cherished tradition, we kicked off this year with an exhibition spotlighting the creative works of Peoria 
First members and their relatives. A notable exhibition will center around the Christian faith during the Lenten 
season. We will conclude the year with a solo exhibition that highlights the artistic accomplishments of a talented 
artist from our own Peoria First community, in addition to a special Christmas exhibition. Amid these signature 
shows, our monthly exhibitions will feature institutions, professional artists, and 
emerging talents from the region. We extend a warm invitation to join us every 
month for the first Friday exhibition receptions, fostering connections between 
artists, the community, and the church.

Sincere thank you to our exhibition installation team; Brenda Keller, Carol Quell, David Giffin, Jeanette Kosier, 
Larry Trollope, and Max Chapman.

6W2P 
Summer Art Camp
June 24-27, 2024



If  you have questions about the Fine Ar ts Ministry, 

contact Eugene Maison. emaison@fumcpeor ia.org

We express our  sincere appreciation to al l  our  volunteers and suppor ters. We k indly ask  that you continue to 
keep this ministry in your  thoughts and prayers as an ongoing act of suppor t.

Lincoln K-8 School

The Lincoln Chi ldren's Choir , an after-school program funded by 
Peoria First, comprises approximately thirty-two 2nd to 4th-grade 
students. This school term, the music selection is centered around the 
theme of folk songs from around the world. The upcoming spring semester promises 
exciting performances, including ones for Black History month, the GMB Arts in 
Education Spring Celebration at the Peoria County Courthouse 
Plaza, and Lincoln School events.

A heartfelt thank you goes to Ms. Nichole Fauser, the choir 
director, Ms. Aleta Hoff, the piano accompanist, and Ms. Sue 
Koeppel, the dedicated Peoria First volunteer.

Lincoln After School Arts students average about twelve 
committed 3rd and 4th grade students at Lincoln School 
who participate in this  Peoria First funded After School 
Arts program. The students have the opportunity to work 
with local artists regularly.  Peoria First's involvement in 
the Peoria arts community sparked interest in Big Picture 
Peoria (BPP), a nonprofit organization dedicated to the 
local arts.

In December of 2023, BPP received the 
amazing news that they were one of 
only 40 nonprofits nationwide selected 
for the US Cellular Gift of Connection 
program. Of all the nonprofits selected 
by US Cellular, BPP was the one chosen 
to receive $5,000 in gifts. BPP took this 
as an opportunity to help local arts 
programs and they asked Eugene 
Maison and co-teacher Brenda Pagan 
for a wish list of art supplies with the 

phrase ?dream big.? As a result, the Lincoln After School 
Arts program received five Picasso Tablets at a value of 
$900! This generous gift enables the After School Arts 
program to integrate digital arts into the curriculum 
alongside traditional art forms.

The Lincoln After School Arts program will have its 
annual exhibition at the Foster Gallery 
in May. To learn more about BPP and 
the creative work they do in our 
community, visit bigpicturepeoria.org.

We express sincere gratitude to Big 
Picture Peoria, our artists Jewel Lacey, 
Brenda Pagan, and Kayla Phillips, our 
dedicated Peoria First volunteers 
Nancy Krigbaum and Barbara 
Batterham, Debbie Waldo, and BU 
student volunteers Frances Donahoe 
and Lena Johnson.

Art for Kids Doug and Eileen Leunig, ?We are both firm believers in the power of 
the arts to improve the lives of students. We each had art experiences as children that 
still impact our lives in how we problem-solve, create, work with others, and enjoy 
each day. We believe it is vital for children's social-emotional development to have art 
programs such as Peoria First's Lincoln After School Arts program. When Eugene 
Maison invited us to show our current artwork in Foster Gallery last June, we found 
a way to help the Lincoln After School Arts program. With Eugene?s help, we filled 
the back gallery with artwork from past shows and exhibitions that hadn?t found a 
home. We invited people to come pick out a piece and take it home for free or choose 
to make a donation for the children. Because of our giving community, our show 
raised over $3000 for the church?s After School Arts program! Thank you for your 
support!?



A week in the life of our congregation:

Today is Sunday, and the pastors, ushers, musicians, 
members of the choir, worship team, along with audio 
visual team, and those who minister to our children and 
youth, the custodians, and those who assist in the 
cafeteria all begin to arrive before 8 in the morning. 
Almost 40 people prepare to lead the church in worship 
for our one and only wise God.

As worshipers begin to arrive in the sanctuary and 
worship center, the excitement of being together grows, 
and we greet each other once more with the expectation 
of what God has in store for us. By 12:30PM, between 
350-380 worshipers have entered through the doors of 
the church - not counting those who are present 
through the web and Facebook Live from their homes - 
all with hearts lifted by God?s presence ready to begin 
the week.

Monday through Friday, the staff meets and reviews 
prayer requests, lists of people in the hospital, building 
repair needs, and check equipment used in audio and 
video to make sure they are up to date and running 

smoothly. Committees and ministry teams meet, church 
members are visited and counseled, Bible studies, choir 
practice, and worship rehearsals all take place during 
the week. The days pass with the excitement of seeing 
the hand of God continuously working among us. Every 
other Wednesday we operate the ministry of 
benevolence - helping and praying for those who cross 
the doors of our temple in search of spiritual and 
identification needs. Early evening our Latino 
community gathers for what I have named,Wednesday at 
Church. Worshipers begin to arrive around 6PM, and 
the table is prepared to dine together before service 
begins at 6:30. We begin our Bible studies in groups, 
from infants to adults. Often new families attend and 
for those who are new to the city, we help them with 
resources and information on how to integrate into the 
community. How many people does Wednesday at 
Church serve? Each week we eat, worship and study 
with 60 men, women, and children.

chur ch

...even then, you knew 

how we would be serving today...



PASTOR ADRIAN GARCIA
Pastor of Latino & Outreach Ministries at 
Peoria First United Methodist Church

Have I mentioned that we also have programs at 
Lincoln School? Between the choir, art, and tutoring 
programs, children are served through programs that 
they would not be able to take part in if it were not for 
the love that our members have for these children. 
There is another very important team that prepares 
275 bagged lunches every week to deliver every Friday 
to those children that teachers have identified that may 
not otherwise receive a full meal throughout the 
weekend.

And of course, once a month, on Fridays we take part 
in the First Friday Reception at the Foster Art Gallery 
that attracts the city's art community and displays a 
different art gallery each month.

Every Saturday of the year our church has Loaves & 
Fish. It is a day to love, to give, and to share with those in need in our downtown community.
Every week 200+ people receive a greeting, some hugs, a smile, and we do that out of love for our God 
and our neighbor. For some of them it might be the only day of the week that they feel received, 
accepted, and loved. In addition to items received at the food pantry, we open our worship center to 
worship with anyone who wants to hear the word of God. The presence of God manifests during this 
service, and his signs and miracles always follow. Our neighbors leave with their hands full of pantry 
necessities, health care from the team of nurses who do their work for the love of the sick. 

We see the hand of God every day on the corner of Perry and Main, and I think, ?Lord, you planted this 
church almost 200 years ago, and even then, you knew how we would be serving today, at such a time as 
this.?

As you see, this and much more happens in a week in the life of our congregation. This is just a glimpse 
of what it means to BE A CHURCH in the heart of the city.



Build ing Up  t he 
Next  G ener at ion

It is a true honor to introduce young hearts to the Master  Builder.

Bui lding Faith:

Sundays and Wednesday?s eyes sparkle with the revelation of Jesus in 
Scripture. Hearts and minds are shaped by memorization and 
practical truth. Prayer Room time is powerful. Small prize donations 
for encouragement and snack food donations are always welcome.

Bui lding Servants Hear ts:

Ms. Rhonda Ruthledge, on Sundays at 11AM, teaches the children to 
make items for care packages.

Bui lding Worshipers:

4OurKing Worship Team attendance is growing future worship 
leaders. It is a great place to volunteer one or two Sundays a month at 11:15AM. Ms. Jill Foster always welcomes new helpers 
and participants.

Bui lding Faithful  Stewards:

Children have been talking about dedicating 10% of their allowance to God. The children even have their own giving 
envelopes. Contributing to God?s Kingdom in our beloved church is such a blessing!

Bui lding Relationships w ith Other  Churches:

On March 2 we will be hosting the Rise Up Children Conference. Registration is open at the children?s Check in Desk. 

Bui lding Up our  Chr ist ian Tradit ions in the Contemporary Wor ld:

Join us on our ?Jesus LeGo" (let go) Family Good Friday service from 10AM to 12PM. Participants will visit LEGO stations 
depicting His passion for us. This is an interactive service geared to build relationships with God. Lunch will be provided.

We are currently looking for LEGO donations, LEGO builders, and event volunteers.

Bui lding Br idges of Hope for  Asylum Kids:

Children are welcoming new friends and learn new words in a different language. So far it is in Spanish, but the community 
around us is receiving people from Ukraine, Haiti, and other places. Some of our children may even be inspired to reach the 
nations as missionaries when the grow up!

For more opportunities to bless these families:

·Spanish friendly? Volunteer at Alive Service or Loaves & Fish

·Reading or tutoring on Wednesdays during our 6:30 Bible Study. Children need help with math, and overall homework,

·Donating items posted on our First Kids Facebook page (coats, uniform, shoes, toys, school supplies),

·Pray for more jobs during winter,

·Be a greeter at the Gathering Space at 10:45AM.

Someone from my childhood invested time and resources in me 
and helped me build up my faith and relationship with Christ. I 
am excited to see what this new generation will build for the 
Lord. Please contact me if you feel called to reach new families 
for Christ.

Are you able to volunteer or make a contribution? If so, please 
contact Lilly Garcia. lgarcia@fumcpeoria.org.

by Lilly Garcia
Director of Children's Ministry



Going Once?
Going Twice?

Sold!by  Heather Bevard & Jackson Bevard
Mission Team Member

Heather:

On November 11, 2023, the Peoria First Missions 
Team held its 2nd Annual Pie Auction as a fundraiser 
for two schools in Liberia, West Africa that our 
church supports: The United Methodist University 
School of Nursing at Ganta and the Korsen United 
Methodist School. Our church has offered funding to 
The UMU School of Nursing since 2012 and Korsen 
School since its inception in 2019.

Over 100 people attended the event, and the evening 
was filled with fellowship, laughter, fun, and of 
course- pie! Over 50 pies and other desserts, along 
with several handmade wooden carvings from 
Liberia, were auctioned. A silent auction table full of 
delicious goodies was set up for bidding, and a 
free-will donation table of treats was also available. 
Praise be to God, the event raised over $21,000! This 
money will primarily fund nursing scholarships for 
students who would otherwise not have the 
opportunity to attend college, and it will give school 
aged children the prospect of a sound education.

To make this night more meaningful, Clinton 
Zeantoe- the Dean of Students for The College of 
Health Sciences at United Methodist University- was 
visiting from Liberia and was able to join us! Clinton 
watched in awe each time a pie was auctioned to the 
highest bidder. One pie even sold for $700! Liberia is 
a poor country with a high poverty rate, and many 
families can?t afford their basic needs. No wonder 
Clinton was in shock! He knew just how many lives 
would be blessed by the money being raised that 
night.

I am so thankful to be a part of the congregation here 
at Peoria First UMC. I?m thankful that we are a 
church who not only opens its doors to all people in 
the love of Christ, but a church who also seeks to 
serve others near and far- as far away as Liberia.

Jackson:

Ever since I was young, it was evident to me that our 
church had an immense level of dedication to serving 
others through Christ on a global scale. However, it 
wasn?t until I joined the Missions Team in August 
that I fully realized the extent of our church?s 

outreach. Peoria First?s missionary influence extends 
to all corners of the globe including Central America, 
Asia, Europe, and in Liberia, located in Western 
Africa. With a heart bent on servitude, the Mission?s 
Team held a pie auction on November 11th to 
support two schools in Liberia.

As a young believer, I have always sought to engage 
myself in as much service as possible, finding this 
vital to my relationship with Christ. That?s why, 
when presented with the opportunity to help Dan 
Philips lead the auction, I easily said, ?Yes!? Going 
into the auction, I had no idea of what to expect; as 
the night progressed however, I found myself 
inspired by the generosity of the people of Peoria 
First and the people attending the auction. As a 
church, we raised over $21,000! A portion of these 
proceeds will be used to support the School of 
Nursing in Ganta, Liberia, and the remainder of the 
donations will be used to aid the Korsen United 
Methodist School also located in Liberia. Though the 
majority of the church and those who donated may 
not know the effects of their benevolence, it is 
important to remember that the money donated will 
not have been in vain but will give many an 
opportunity that others in their country could only 
dream of receiving. I can truly say that I felt the love 
of Christ in the room the night of the pie auction, 
and that day not only helped countless students in 
Liberia, but it also strengthened my own faith. Days 
like that are ones to remember. As for me, it?s a 
memory that I will cherish forever.
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