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What Does The Name Mean?

The term “Maundy” comes from the Latin “mandatum;”
it is from a verb that means “to give” or “to order” —
command. After Jesus and the disciples finished the Last
Supper and walked toward Gethsemane, Jesus taught them a
new commandment — ‘I give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another” (John 13:34).

The Last Supper

On the first Maundy Thursday, after they had eaten, Jesus
gave the disciples His body and blood together with the bread
and wine for the forgiveness of their sins. Called Holy
Communion or the Eucharist, we believe this
to be one of two sacraments — gifts from God.

Most Maundy Thursday worship services focus on
Communion as a way to commemorate this day.

lFoot Washing

The story of the Last Supper in John's Gospel records
aremarkable event — to illustrate humility, Jesus performs the
duty of a servant, washing the feet of His disciples and urging

them to do the same for one another.
Some congregations incorporate this act of humility into their
Maundy Thursday services.

Swripping Of The Alwar

After the Lord’s Supper is celebrated it is customary
to “strip the altar,” which symbolizes the abandonment
of Jesus by His disciples and the stripping of Jesus by the
soldiers before His crucifixion. It represents the humiliation of
Jesus and the consequences of sin as
a preparation for the celebration of new life.
In many congregations, Psalm 22 is read or sung
while the altar is being stripped.
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In each of these dinners we “see” two things:

1. God and humans

together over a meal.

2. God is about to do something

And we respond by God, or
by God.

God’s action following the Sinai meal: Bring His people to

the Promised Land

God’s action following the Lord’s supper: Place His

in you.

God’s action following the wedding feast of the Lamb:

Make His with you.

Appropriate attire for the wedding feast of the Lamb:
. (Is. 61:3)

4P Didn't get all the blanks filled? Find the missing words
| on St. John’s website: sjlchurch.org/sermons. LIFEwork pages
' can be found at the Information Centers.
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