SERMON NOTES

GENESIS 32:22-32

SERMON SYNOPSIS

Jacob’s entire life had been marked by striving, manipulating, and wrestling with everyone around him. He was
loved by God and chosen before birth, yet he lived as though everything depended on his own wit and strength. In
Genesis 32 God finally corners Jacob in solitude and forces a confrontation that Jacob had avoided for decades. God
breaks him in order to remake him. Through an all-night wrestling match God exposes Jacob’s identity, cripples his
self-reliance, and then blesses him with a new name and a new direction. Jacob enters the night as a deceiver but he
limps out as Israel, one whom God commands. The same God still works this way in the lives of his people today.
He confronts us when our identity is crooked. He pours grace upon grace until our old roots are pulled up. And he
rewrites our identity in Christ so that we walk forward as new people.

SERMON OUTLINE

MAIN IDEA

God often breaks us in order that He might remake us.

|. GOD BREAKS US THROUGH DIRECT CONFRONTATION

* Jacob is finally alone where God can deal directly with him.

* His entire life story reveals a pattern of deception, striving, and self-reliance.
* The mysterious man who wrestles Jacob is the pre-incarnate Christ.

* God brings Jacob to the point where he can no longer avoid his real identity.
* Application to unbelievers.

* Application to believers who still walk in the flesh.

II. GOD REMAKES US THROUGH WAVES OF GRACE UPON GRACE

Wave One: The grace of wrestling

* God allows Jacob to wrestle all night though He could have ended it instantly.
* This teaches Jacob the truth about himself and the truth about God.

* God often brings grace through prolonged wrestling in our own lives.

* There is some grace that can only be learned in the struggle.



Wave Two: The grace of pulling up roots

* Jacob moves from wrestling to clinging.

* God asks, “What is your name” in order to expose Jacob’s true identity.
* God gives Jacob a new name, Israel, one whom God commands.

* God pulls up Jacob’s deepest roots and rewrites who he is.

* Application to those defined by fatherlessness, trauma, or performance.

* God renames his children in Christ and sets them toward a new purpose.

CONCLUSION

Jacob’s story is a story of grace upon grace. God confronts in order to bless. May we be a people who do not run
from the work of God but cling to Him until He finishes His transforming work in us.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Where in your life is God confronting you right now, and are you resisting or receiving His work?
What patterns or habits reveal that you are still wrestling with God instead of clinging to Him?

If God asked you, “What is your name,” what false identity might come out of your mouth?

What new identity in Christ do you need to embrace at the root level of your heart?

How can you practice clinging to God in this season rather than striving in your own strength?
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