
 
 
 
 

 
Midweek Lenten Service 

March 20, 2024 — 7:00 pm Service 
Order of Worship 

FM Frequency 99.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Service of Light - (The procession of light is a dramatic portrayal of creation when God said, “Let there be 
light” and now a symbol of NEW CREATION, when from the darkness of death God called for His son.  Christ is 
the light of the world.) 

L: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
C: the light no darkness can overcome. 
L: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 
C: and the day is almost over. 
L: Let your light scatter the darkness, 
C: and illumine your Church. 
L: Joyous light of glory: 
C: of the immortal Father; Heavenly Holy Blessed Jesus Christ.  We have come to the setting of the 

sun, and we look to the evening light.  We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:  You are 
worthy of being praised with pure voices forever.  O Son of God Giver of Life:  The universe pro-
claims your glory. 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
L: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar of 

cloud by day and pillar of fire by night:  Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His 
Word be a lamp to our feet and light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole 
creation, and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
Psalmody - (The Psalmody begins with a song for forgiveness and protection.) (A=All, M=Men, W=Women) 

Evening Prayer (Vespers) 
This is an ancient order of service at the close of the day.   

 
It’s themes are light, repentance, and recollection, quiet waiting for 

the Lord, meditation on the scriptures and intercessory prayer. 



A: Let my prayer rise before you as incense; the lifting up of my hand as the evening sacrifice.   
M: O Lord, I call to you:  come to me quickly:  hear my voice when I cry to you.   
W: Let my prayer rise before you as incense; the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.   
M: Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.   
W: Let not my heart incline to any evil thing; let me not be occupied in wickedness with evil doers.   
M: But my eyes are turned to You, Lord God; in You I take refuge.  Strip me not of my life. 
W: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
M: as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.  Amen. 
A: Let my prayer rise before you as incense; the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.   

 
Prayer 

L: Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving kindness 
descend upon us, that with purified minds we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and 
the whole heavenly host, and may glorify You forever and ever.   

C: Amen. 
 
1st Lesson:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I 
was their husband, declares the LORD.  For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Isra-
el after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts.  
And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  And no longer shall each one teach neighbor and 
each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, declares the LORD.  For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”   

 
2nd Lesson:  Hebrews 5:5-10 

“So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to 
him, ‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you’; as he says also in another place, ‘You are a priest 
forever, after the order of Melchizedek.’  In the days of this flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and suppli-
cations, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard be-
cause of his reverence.  Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered.  And 
being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, being designated 
by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.” 

 
Gospel Lesson:  John 12:20-33 

“Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks.  So these came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’  Philip went and told 
Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.  And Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for 
the Son of Man to be glorified.  Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoev-
er hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and 
where I am, there will my servant be also.  If anyone serve me, the Father will honor him.  Now is my 
soul troubled.  And what shall I say?  ‘Father, save me from this hour?’ But for this purpose I have 
come to this hour.  Father, glorify your name.’  Then a voice came from heaven: ‘I have glorified it, and 
I will glorify it again.’  The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered.  Others said, 
‘An angel has spoken to him.’  Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not mine.  Now is 
the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be case out.  And I, when I am lifted up 



from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’  He said this to show by what kind of death he was go-
ing to die.”   

 
Hymn:  Breathe On Me Breath Of God 

Breath on me, Breath of God 
Fill me with life anew 
That I may love all that you love 
And do what you would do 
 
Breath on me, Breath of God 
Until my heart is pure 
Until with you I will one will  
To do and to endure 
 
Breath on me, Breath of God 
So shall I never die 
But live with you the perfect life 
Of your eternity 
 
“Breathe On Me Breath Of God”  Edwin Hatch and Malcolm Williamson  1976 Hoe Publishing Company CCLI License 
#619995 

 
Sermon — “God Delivers His Promises To Us”           Pastor David Kaiser 
 
Litany (Prayers of the Church) 

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
A: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
A: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
A: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
A: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For our pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
A: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For our public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld 

and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord. 
A: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For those who work to bring peace, justice, health and the protection in this and every place, let 

us pray to the Lord. 
A: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 

those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 
mercy, let us pray to the Lord. 

A: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us 

pray to the Lord. 



A: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord.   
A: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For the faithful who have gone before us and are at rest, let us give thanks to the Lord. 
A: Alleluia 
L: Help, save, comfort and defend us gracious Lord.  (Silence for meditation)  Rejoicing in the fellow-

ship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, Our 
Lord.   

A: To you, O Lord. 
 

L: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works:  Give to us, your 
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your com-
mandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever.   

A: Amen. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Benediction 

L: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.   
A:  Amen. 
 

Hymn:  O Master Let Me Walk With Me 
O Master, let me walk with you 
In lowly paths of service true 
Tell me your secret help me bear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care 
 
Help me the slow of heart to move 
By some clear, winning word of love 
Teach me the wayward feet to stay 
And guide them in the homeward way 
 
Teach me your patience; share with me 
A closer, dearer company 
In work that keeps faith sweet and strong 
In trust that triumphs over wrong 
 
In hope that sends a shining ray 
Far down the future’s broad’ning way 
In peace that only you can give 
With you, O Master, let me live 
 
“O Master Let Me Walk With You”  Washington Gladden, H. Percy Smith, and Dale Wood  Words:  Public Domain and  
Music:  1995 The Sacred Music Press  CCLI License #619995 

 
Music Benediction:  Old Rugged Cross 

On a hill far way stood  



An old rugged cross 
The emblem of suffering and shame 
And I love that old cross 
Where the dearest and best 
For a world of lost sinners was slain 
 
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross 
Till my trophies at last I lay down 
I will cling to the old rugged cross 
And exchange it some day for a crown 
 
“Old Rugged Cross”  George Bennard  ©Words: Public Domain  Music: Public Domain  CCLI License #619995 

 
 


