THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
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The Nativity of Our Lord December 25, 2025

Divine Service - Setting Four

+ We Come Into God's Presence +

Prelude

Ringing of the Bell

Opening Hymn "Joy to the World” Hymn 387
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joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far as, far as the curse is found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.

Text and tune: Public dorain
Please stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

() In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Opening Sentences
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Jesus is born!
Let us rejoice!

® >

Candlelighting Carol

To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given;
And the government shall be upon His shoulders.

And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Sing to the Lord a new song,

For He has done marvelous things.

Lighting of the Christ Candle
Christ our Savior is here. Today we light the Christ Candle to remind us that Jesus said,
“I am the Light of the world; whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but
will have the light of life.”

We also remember that Simeon called the Christ Child “a light to lighten the Gentiles.”
With candles burning to symbolize the Lord’s presence, we worship Him, who is
our newborn King.

Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a

John 8:12; Luke 2:32
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Exhortation
(P In the birth of Christ Jesus, God our Father has poured out peace on earth and good-
will to each of us. Since He is full of mercy and grace, let us confess our sins and
receive His forgiveness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins
(P} We confess:
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution John 20:19-23
(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you and for His sake

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,

| therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the "} Son and of the

Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Hymn of Praise “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Hymn 380
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new-born King;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer -cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”

Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail the in-car - nate De - i - ty!
Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el!

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.

Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”
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Salutation
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Collect of the Day
(P} Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set
us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated

+ God Speaks to Us +

Old Testament Reading Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38

In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was
erected. "®Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its
poles, and raised up its pillars. And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering
of the tent over it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. ?°He took the testimony and put it into
the ark, and put the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on he ark. >'And he brought
the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen, and screened the ark of the
testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses. . ..

34Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
3>And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the
glory of the LoRD filled the tabernacle. **Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was
taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 3’But if the cloud was not
taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. *®For the cloud of the LORD
was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel
throughout all their journeys.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading Titus 3:4-7

“When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, *he saved us, not
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 'whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus
Christ our Savior, ’so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Please stand

Alleluia and Verse John 20:31
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(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Holy Gospel John 1:1-14

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any
thing made that was made. “In him was life, and the life was the light of men. *The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

®There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 'He came as a witness, to bear witness
about the light, that all might believe through him. ®He was not the light, but came to bear
witness about the light.

°The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. "°He was in the world,
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. ""He came to his own, and
his own people did not receive him. '?But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God, *who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Please be seated

Hymn of the Day "Of the Father's Love Begotten” Hymn 384
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Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon

Please stand



+ We Respond to God's Word +

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life '1- of the world to come. Amen.

Offertorx Hymn "Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn” Hymn 391
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Christmas Prayer

+ God Serves Us His Holy Feast +

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy
Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who came in the flesh, comes now to us in His
body and blood, and will come again in glory. Therefore, with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we glorify Your name and praise You singing:

FNRFRFERE

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

9



The Words of Our Lord

Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:25-25

Pax Domini John 20:19
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei John 1:29
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant wus peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.

Please be seated

Distribution

Communion Statement

As a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) church, we believe and confess that through the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper we receive the true body and blood of Christ in, with, and under the elements of bread
and wine. As we commune with faith and repentance, we receive the forgiveness of sins and power to amend
our sinful lives. If you would like to commune with us but are not a member of a church in fellowship with the
LCMS, we ask that you schedule a visit with our pastor before communing. Our communion practice is not
intended to exclude anyone, but rather to make certain that we, in love, faithfully administer the sacrament

according to Christ's institution.

If you are not communing, but wish to come forward to receive a blessing, please fold both arms across
your heart. Children are also encouraged to come forward for a blessing.
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Please stand

+ God Grants Us His Blessing +

Luke 2:29-32

Nunc Dimittis
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Closing Prayer

(P} O God our Father, we give You thanks for the birth of our Savior and for the salvation

that He has brought to us in this Holy Supper. Send us to show Your love to all who

need You; in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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Benediction
(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Please be seated

Closing Hymn “Go Tell It on the Mountain” Hymn 388
Refrain
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone-1ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;

A Refrain
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Be - hold, through - out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.
Rangout the an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.
And God sent wus sal-va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Tune and text: Public domain

Silent Prayer

Dismissal
(P} Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude
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WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Preacher: Rev. Mark J. Nelson
Liturgist: Rev. Matthew B. Synnott
Organist: Ken Erdman
Communion: Eric Hipple

Acolyte: Ben Hipple

Altar Guild: Jane Nelson

Sound: Mark Baker
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POINSETTIAS FOR OUR CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Were given to the glory of God in memory of our loved ones ...

GIVEN BY: IN MEMORY OF:
Diana Martino.........ccvcrererinereeeiesseesssesssessssesseeees Mike and Irene Martino
Bob and Inge Wiesehan.........ncnnecnncenncenecens Walter and Hilde Lippmann
Bob and Inge Wiesehan..........cccoononenreneeneineinnenn. Carl and Margaret Wiesehan
Pummill Family ......cccvceereccnecnecinecinecsnecieceeeeeieenes H. Ray Hannah Jr.
Joan Freudenburg ... Pastor Jerry Freudenburg
Scott and Kathy Crank........ccoeencnneineesieceeines Marge and Harold Crank
Bob and Joyce ClOSEe ... Ray & Velma Sprehe,
Ralph & Thelma Close
John Volovitz and Penny Mulvaney....... .o John & Dorothy Volovitz,
Willard Mulvaney
Josef KIeffmMan ... Janette Kleffman
Rusty and Dana Weber ..........conreonreonrinninsinsrnnnens Carl & Pat Weber, Donald Guetersloh
DoNNa WINKIer ... eeseeeeeeen Ed Winkler
RaNAY IMWIN s My parents, John and Fern
Ron and Rosemary SIEVErS ........corenrenrinriensrenssennnens Frieda, Emil and Jim Konzels
Keith and Cindy Ri€Ker........cccoovomrimrrrrenrirrnesrissiens Oscar and Hilda Rieker
AlAN STANT ..ot Joyce Stahl
Regina and Mike Nena, Alan Stahl.........ccoovomonrncenn. Albert Stahl, Mary Stahl Reber,
Ernie Reber
Bill PAING oottt eeees George Paine, Bertha Paine

Acknowledgments: Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House
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CHRISTMAS BLESSING

Pastor Mark & Jane, Pastor Matt & Anna, DCE Scott & Joan,

Cantor Peter & Aleah, Kerri & Scott, and our families wish you

a blessed Christmas season.
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