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We  bel ieve  in  the  one  l i v ing  and  t rue

God ,  eternal ly  exist ing  in  perfect  unity

as  three  equal ly  and  fu l ly  div ine

Persons :  the  Father ,  the  Son ,  and  the

Holy  Spir i t .  Each  member  of  the

Godhead ,  whi le  execut ing  dist inct  but

complementary  ro les  in  creat ion  and

redemptive  history ,  has  precise ly  the

same  nature ,  attr ibutes ,  and  being ,

and  i s  equal ly  worthy  of  the  same  glory

and  honor  and  obedience .  (John 17 :3 ;
John 1 : 1 -4 ;  Acts  5 :3-4)

GOD THE FATHER
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THE SCRIPTURES 
We  bel ieve  the  s ixty -s ix  books  of  the

Old  and  New  Testaments  to  be  the

ful l  record  of  God ’s  se l f -disc losure  to

mankind .  Dif ferent  men ,  whi le

wr i t ing  according  to  thei r  own  sty les

and  personal i t ies ,  were

supernatural ly  moved  along  by  the

Holy  Spir i t  to  record  God ’s  very

words ,  inerrant  in  the  or ig inal

wr i t ings .  Therefore ,  those  apply ing

themselves  to  study  i t s  l i tera l ,

histor ica l -grammatical  context  can

accurately  understand  God ’s  Word .

Scr ipture  i s  fu l ly  t rustworthy  as  our

f inal  and  suf f ic ient  author i ty  for  al l  of

l i fe .  (2  T imothy 3 : 16- 17 ;  2  Peter  1 :20-
21 )

THE TRIUNE GOD

God  as  Father  re igns  with

prov ident ia l  care  over  His  universe ,

His  creatures ,  and  the  f low  of  the

stream  of  human  history  according  to

the  purposes  of  His  grace .He  i s  al l

powerful ,  al l  knowing ,  al l  lov ing ,  and

al l  wise .  God  i s  Father  in  t ruth  to

those  who  become  chi ldren  of  God

through  fa i th  in  Jesus  Chr ist .  He  i s

father ly  in  His  att i tude  toward  al l

men .  (Genesis  1 : 1 ;  2 :7 ;  Exodus 3 : 14 ;6 :2-
3 ;  Deuteronomy 6 :4 ;  Psalm 19 : 1 -3 ;
I sa iah 43 :3 , 15 ;  Coloss ians  1 : 15 ;  
I  Peter  1 : 17 )

GOD THE SON
We  bel ieve  that  Jesus  Chr ist ,  the

eternal  Son ,  moved  by  love  in

accordance  with  the  wil l  of  the

Father ,  took  on  human  f lesh .

Conceived  through  the  miraculous

work  of  the  Holy  Spir i t ,  He  was  born

of  the  v i rg in  Mary .  He ,  being  fu l ly

God  and  fu l ly  man ,  l i ved  a  s in less  l i fe

and  sacr i f ic ia l ly  shed  His  blood  and

died  on  the  cross  in  our  place

accompl ishing  redemption  for  al l

who  place  thei r  fa i th  in  Him .  He

arose  v is ib ly  and  bodi ly  f rom  the

dead  three  days  later  and  ascended

into  heaven ,  where ,  at  the  Father ’s

r ight  hand ,  He  i s  now  Head  of  His

Body  the  Church ,  the  only  Savior  and

Mediator  between  God  and  man ,  and

wi l l  return  to  earth  in  power  and

glory  to  consummate  His  redemptive

miss ion .  (John 1 : 1 ,  14 ,  18 ;  1  T imothy
3 : 16 ;  John 14 :8-9)

GOD THE SPIRIT
We  bel ieve  that  the  Holy  Spir i t ,  in  al l

that  He  does ,  glor i f ies  the  Lord  Jesus

Chr ist  dur ing  th is  age .  He  convicts

the  world  of  s in ,  r ighteousness ,  and

judgment .  He  draws  the  unredeemed

to  repentance  and  fa i th ,  and  at

salvat ion  imparts  new  spi r i tual  l i fe

to  the  bel iever ,  br inging  that  person

into  union  with  Chr ist  and  the  Body

of  Chr ist .  The  Holy  Spir i t  sanct i f ies ,

seals ,  f i l l s ,  guides ,  inst ructs ,

comforts ,  equips ,  empowers ,

permanent ly  indwel ls  at  sa lvat ion ,

and  bestows  spi r i tual  gi f ts  to  the

bel iever  for  Chr ist - l ike  l i v ing  and

serv ice .  (John 16 :8 ;  13 : 15 ;  T i tus  3 :5 ;
Ephesians  1 :22 ;   4 : 1 1 - 12 ;  Romans 8 :9-
17 ;  12 :4-8 ;  1  Cor inthians 3 : 16 ;  12 :4-5 ,
1 1 -  13 ,  19 ;  Galat ians  5 :25 ;  Hebrews 2 : 1 -
4 ;  2  Cor inthians 12 : 12 )
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We  bel ieve  that  God  created  mankind—

male  and  female— in  His  own  image

and  l ikeness ,  f ree  of  s in ,  to  glor i fy

Himsel f  and  enjoy  His  fe l lowship .

Tempted  by  Satan ,  but  in  the  sovere ign

plan  of  God ,  man  f reely  chose  to

disobey  God ,  br inging  s in ,  death  and

condemnat ion  to  al l  mankind .  Al l

human  beings ,  therefore ,  are  tota l ly

depraved  by  nature  and  by  choice .

Al ienated  f rom  God  without  defense  or

excuse ,  and  subject  to  God ’s  r ighteous

wrath ,  al l  of  mankind  i s  in  desperate

need  of  the  Savior .  (Genesis  3 : 1 -6 ;
Romans 3 : 10- 19 ;  Romans 1 : 18 ,  32)

SALVATION
We  bel ieve  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Chr ist

died  for  our  s ins  according  to  the

Scr iptures ,  as  the  subst i tut ionary

atonement  in  our  place ,  and  that

sa lvat ion  i s  found  in  none  other  than

Jesus  Chr ist .  Before  Creat ion ,  God

chose  those  who  would  be  saved  and

granted  th is  unearned  grace  sole ly

based  on  His  sovere ign  good  pleasure .

Jesus  Chr ist ’s  death  on  the  cross  was

the  sole  and  complete  payment  for

s ins ,  fu l ly  sat is fy ing  God ’s  r ighteous

wrath ,  for  each  person  that  turns  f rom

sin  in  repentance  and  places  thei r

fa i th  in  Chr ist  alone  by  grace  alone .  At

salvat ion ,  each  person  i s  made  a  new

creat ion  by  the  Holy  Spir i t ,  declared

r ighteous  before  God ,  and  secured  as

an  adopted  chi ld  of  God  forever .

Genuine  fa i th  cont inues  in  obedience

and  love  for  Jesus  Chr ist  with  a  l i fe

eager  to  glor i fy  God  and  persevere  to

the  end .  (Romans 8 :37-39 ;  2
Cor inthians 5 :21 ;  1  Cor inthians 12 : 13 )

THE CHURCH
We  bel ieve  that  upon  placing  one ’s

fa i th  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Chr ist  as  Savior ,

the  bel iever  i s  made  part  of  the  Body

of  Chr ist ,  the  one  universa l  Church ,  of

which  Jesus  Chr ist  i s  the  Head .  The  

 Scr iptures  command  bel ievers  to

gather  local ly  in  order  to  devote

themselves  to  worship ,  prayer ,

teaching  of  the  Word ,  fe l lowship ,  the

ordinances  of  bapt ism  and

communion ,  serv ice  to  the  local  body

through  the  development  and  use  of

ta lents  and  spi r i tual  gi f ts ,  and

outreach  to  the  world  to  make

disc iples .  Wherever  God ’s  people  meet

regular ly  in  obedience  to  th is

command ,  there  i s  the  local

express ion  of  the  Church  under  the

watchful  care  of  a  plural i ty  of  elders .

A  church ’s  members  are  to  work

together  in  love  and  unity ,  intent  on

the  ult imate  purpose  of  glor i fy ing

Chr ist .  (Ephesians  1 :22-23 ;  Acts  2 :42-
46 ;  I  Cor inthians 14 :26 ;  Matthew 28 : 18-
20 ;  Ephesians  4 : 16)

BAPTISM & COMMUNION
We  bel ieve  that  Chr ist ian  bapt ism  i s  a

publ ic  declarat ion  of  the  bel iever ’s

sa lvat ion  in  Chr ist ,  ident i fy ing  with

Chr ist  in  His  death ,  bur ia l ,  and

resurrect ion  symbol ized  by  immers ion

in  water .  The  Lord ’s  Supper  i s  the

united  commemorat ion  by  bel ievers

of  Chr ist ’s  death  unt i l  He  comes  and

should  be  preceded  by  a  careful  se l f -

examinat ion .  (Acts  2 :41 ;  Romans 6 :3-
6 ;  1  Cor inthians 1 1 :20-29)

MISSIONS
We  bel ieve  i t  i s  the  aim ,  duty ,  and

pr iv i lege  of  every  bel iever  and  local

church  fe l lowship  to  glor i fy  God  by

responding  as  act ive  part ic ipants  in

the  Great  Commiss ion  cal l  of  Jesus

Chr ist  to  go  and  make  disc iples  of  al l

nat ions .  We  bel ieve  the  pr imary  focus

and  pr ior i ty  of  th is  cal l  i s  centered  on

ef forts  that  establ ish ,  st rengthen ,  and

reproduce  bibl ica l ly -based  churches ,

which  wil l  then  plant  churches  that

plant  churches  for  future  generat ions

and  God ’s  glory .  (Matthew 28 : 18-20)  

MANKIND
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God ,  in  His  own  t ime  and  in  His  own

way ,  wil l  br ing  the  world  to  i t s

appropr iate  end .  We  bel ieve  in  the

personal  and  v is ib le  return  of  the  Lord

Jesus  Chr ist  to  the  earth  and  the

establ ishment  of  His  eternal  kingdom ;

the  dead  wil l  be  ra ised ;  and  Chr ist  wil l

judge  al l  men  in  r ighteousness .  The

unr ighteous  wil l  be  consigned  to  Hel l ,

the  place  of  ever last ing  punishment .

The  r ighteous ,  in  thei r  resurrected  and

glor i f ied  bodies ,  wil l  receive  thei r

reward  and  wil l  dwel l  forever  with  God

in  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth .

( I sa iah 2 :4 ;  Matthew 16 :27 ;  18 :8-9 ;
19 :28 ;  24 :27 ,30 ,36 ,44 ;  25 :31 -46 ;  26 :64 ;
Mark 8 :38 ;  9 :43-48 ;  Luke 12 :40 ,48 ;
16 : 19-26 ;  17 :22-37 ;  2 1 :27-28 ;  Coloss ians
1 :5 ;  3 :4 ;  1  Thessalonians 4 : 14- 18 ;  5 : 1 . ;  2
Thessalonians 1 :7 ;  Jude 14 ;  Revelat ion
1 : 18 ;  3 : 1 1 ;  20 : 1 -22 : 13 )  

THE FAMILY
God  has  ordained  the  fami ly  as  the

foundat ional  inst i tut ion  of  human

society .  I t  i s  composed  of  persons

re lated  to  one  another  by  marr iage ,

blood ,  or  adopt ion .  

Marr iage  i s  the  unit ing  of  one  man  and

one  woman  in  covenant  commitment

for  a  l i fet ime .  I t  i s  God ’s  unique  gi f t  to

reveal  the  union  between  Chr ist  and

His  church  and  to  provide  for  the  man

and  the  woman  in  marr iage  the

framework  for  int imate

companionship ,  the  channel  of  sexual

express ion  according  to  bibl ica l

standards ,  and  the  means  for

procreat ion  of  the  human  race .

The  husband  and  wife  are  of  equal

worth  before  God ,  s ince  both  are

created  in  God ’s  image .  The  marr iage

relat ionship  models  the  way  God

relates  to  His  people .  A  husband  i s  to

love  his  wife  as  Chr ist  loved  the

 church .  He  has  the  God -given

responsibi l i ty  to  provide  for ,  to

protect ,  and  to  lead  his  fami ly .  A  wife

is  to  submit  hersel f  gracious ly  to  the

servant  leadership  of  her  husband

even  as  the  church  wil l ingly  submits

to  the  headship  of  Chr ist .  She ,  being

in  the  image  of  God  as  i s  her  husband

and  thus  equal  to  him ,  has  the  God -

given  responsibi l i ty  to  respect  her

husband  and  to  serve  as  his  helper  in

managing  the  household  and

nurtur ing  the  next  generat ion .  

Chi ldren ,  f rom  the  moment  of

concept ion ,  are  a  bless ing  and

her i tage  f rom  the  Lord .  Parents  are  to

demonstrate  to  thei r  chi ldren  God ’s

pattern  for  marr iage .  Parents  are  to

teach  thei r  chi ldren  spi r i tual  and

moral  values  and  to  lead  them ,

through  consistent  l i festy le  example

and  lov ing  disc ipl ine ,  to  make

choices  based  on  bibl ica l  t ruth .

Chi ldren  are  to  honor  and  obey  thei r

parents .  (Genesis  1 :26-28 ;  2 : 15-25 ;  3 : 1 -
20 ;  Exodus 20 : 12 ;  Deuteronomy 6 :4-9 ;
Psalms 51 :5 ;  78 : 1 -8 ;  127 ;  128 ;  139 : 13- 16 ;
Ephesians  5 :21 -33 ;  6 : 1 -4 ;  1  T imothy
5 :8 , 14 ;  T i tus  2 :3-5 ;  Hebrews 13 :4 ;  1
Peter  3 : 1 -7 )  

LEADERSHIP IN THE
CHURCH
Men  and  women  are  absolutely  equal

in  essence ,  dignity  and  value  but  are

dist inct  by  div ine  design .  As  part  of

God ’s  good  created  order ,  men  and

women  are  to  have  di f ferent  yet

complementary  ro les  and

responsibi l i t ies  in  the  home  and

church .  As  i t  re lates  to  the  church ,

men  and  women  are  both  expected

to  lead ;  however ,  the  of f ice  of  elder  i s

reserved  for  qual i f ied  men .  ( 1  T imothy
3 :  1 -7 ;  T i tus  1 )

THINGS TO COME



DISTINCTIVES OF

HOPE CHURCH

Dependent  &  Expectant  

FERVENT PRAYER

Ephesians 6 : 18  
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Word  and  Deed

EVANGELISM

Matthew 9 :36-38 

COURAGEOUS

6 DISTINCTIVES

PASSION
ATE

WORSHIP

Exposi tory  and  Appl icat ional  

PREACHING

1  Cor inthians 2 : 1 -5

PURPOSEFUL

Intent ional  and  In  Community  

Ephesians 4 : 1 1 - 16  

CHRIST-CENTERED

DISCIPLE-MAKING

PASSIONATE WORSHIP
Spir i t  &  Truth

John 4 :23-24 



MINISTRY

PARTNERSHIP

AS A MINISTRY PARTNER I  COMMIT TO:
1 ) Worship  Chr ist  personal ly  and  corporately ,  making  worship  centra l  to  my

ident i ty  as  a  Chr ist  fo l lower  and  minist ry  partner  at  Hope  Church ;  

2 ) Make  the  Great  Commiss ion  my  aim  and  pract ice  in  advancing  the  miss ion  of

my  church ;  

3 ) Support  the  minist ry  of  my  church  through  the  joy ful ,  regular ,  and  sacr i f ic ia l

g iv ing  of  my  money ,  resources ,  t ime ,  and  sk i l l s ;  

4 ) Make  every  ef fort  to  advance  the  bibl ica l  portra i t  of  the  fami ly  by

mainta in ing  a  pass ionate  devot ion  towards  bibl ica l  marr iage ,  parent ing ,  and

singleness ;  
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5 ) Uphold  the  publ ic  test imony  of  my  church  by  l i v ing  above  reproach  in  our

community  and  the  world ;  

6 ) Care  for  one  another  in  t imes  of  sorrow  and  re jo ice  with  one  another  in  t imes

of  happiness  and  progress ;  

7 ) Support  the  minist r ies  of  my  church  by  serv ing  where  and  when  I  can  to

promote  the  growth  and  matur i ty  of  my  fe l low  Minist ry  Partners .  

8 ) Pray  for  and  support  the  elders  and  deacons  as  they  lead  and  serve  the

church  with  bibl ica l  f idel i ty  and  compass ionate  serv ice .  

ELDER COMMITMENTS:
1 ) To  make  the  minist ry  of  the  Word  and  prayer  centra l  in  our  minist ry  to  Hope

Church ;

2 ) To  model  the  Hope  Church  dist inct ives  in  pr ivate  and  publ ic ;

3 ) To  take  a  posture  of  humil i ty  and  t ransparency  among  the  congregat ion ,  not

lording  our  author i ty  over  anyone ;

4 ) To  equip  Minist ry  Partners  for  the  work  of  minist ry  and  develop  leaders  who

disc iple  others ;  

5 ) To  guard  our  own  l i fe  and  doctr ine ;

6 ) To  guard  the  church  f rom  fa lse  doctr ine  and  fa lse  teachers ;

7 ) To  lead  the  church  through  disc ipl ine  matters  when  they  ar ise  with  care ,

pat ience ,  and  integr i ty .  
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NOTES:






