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Romans 15:5-7
5 May the God who gives endurance and 
encouragement give you the same attitude of 
mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that 
with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, 
in order to bring praise to God.
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Campbell’s Theology – Baptism and Sectarianism
• Some wondered if an emphasis on believer’s immersion for 

the forgiveness of sins would be divisive and sectarian.
• Are only immersed believers intitled to the name Christian?
• Are all the Christians in the world in the movement Campbell led?
• Can we call the unimmersed “Christians” and still insist they be 

immersed?
• Campbell answered in the Millennial Harbinger (1837):

• There must be Christians among the Protestant sects. (Matt 16:18)
• The unity plea to “come out” of sectarianism.
• “I think there are many, in most Protestant parties, 

whose errors and mistakes the Lord will forgive.”
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Campbell’s Theology – Baptism and Sectarianism
• Campbell answered in the Millennial Harbinger (1837):

• He accused others of being legalist by making baptism itself a 
savior (water salvation).

• If forced to choose between one baptized as an infant and one 
immersed as a believer, he preferred the one who lived Christ 
most saying “Did I act otherwise, I would be a pure sectarian”

• To deny the name Christian to those who display the character 
of Christ is the worst kind of sectarianism. Otherwise,
it would promote legalistic, exclusivist barriers that
Campbell worked to tear down.
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Campbell’s Theology – Baptism and Sectarianism
• Does that mean baptism is not essential for salvation?

• No, Campbell says, baptism is still “unto salvation”.
• How then can the unimmersed be saved?

• Some of those who were baptized as infants never thought to 
inquire if their baptism was valid.

• “Can a person who simply, not perversely, mistake the outer 
baptism, have the inward?” (Comparison to circumcision)

• Campbell saw himself as middle of the road between 
essentialists and non-essentialists.

• Obedience to Christ is essential, but one can only 
obey to the extent of their knowledge.

• One who willfully disdains or neglects baptism
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Discussion
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• Why did Campbell say the things he said when he was a 
strong proponent of believer's immersion – even to the 
point of refusing anyone who was not immersed 
membership in the churches of his movement? 

• What do you think his point really was?
• What theological matters is the church struggling with 

today? 
• Is the struggling a good thing or a bad thing?



The Great Divide of the Civil War
• Other religious bodies suffered division during the years 

leading up to the Civil war.
• Southern and Norther Baptists, Southern and Norther 

Methodist, Presbyterian Church in the United States 
(“Southern Presbyterian Church”).

• In 1866, Moses Lard, prominent Missouri preacher and 
editor in 1866, admitted in his Journal the war had 
“cooled many an ardent feeling and caused old 
friends to regard one another a little shyly.” 

• Yet he insisted the war had caused no division 
in our ranks.
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Thank you
Tom Rucker​
Hardin Valley Church of Christ
ruckert@frontiernet.net
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